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to everyone who's ever said, “I could call plays 


_, viewed in the shower) Play Action Football is 


better than that moron,’ here's your shot at the pros, just one of over a hundred | 


It's Play Action Football!” And | game cartridges for Game Boy. 


your noodle arm won't hold you 


There's a full range of sports, 
back, either, Because all you need 


| puzzle and adventure games. 
is a pair of functioning thumbs and Game Boy, the And the first cartridge is on 


personal game playing system from Nintendo GAME BOY ms us. It’s Tetris; the jigsaw puzzle 


at fights hack.) So take the field with 


intendo Game Boy. Test your- 


Tackle. Injure. Maim. Destroy. Self against the best. And if you blow the playofts, 


dust like the real thing. Except 


what a real quarterback would do. )Ptay ‘golf. 
met ou won't endorse soft drinks or get inter- 


College Football's Finest begins on page 26. 


FeE*AeT+U*R-eE*S 
COLLEGE FOOTBALL'S FIRST FAMILY: An Inside Look At Bobby Bowden and His Proteges.. 
By Thomas J. Wheatley 


THE NOT-SO-NEW KID ON THE BLOCK: ESPN's College Football Coverage—A Force On the Horizon?..... 10 
By Russell S. Baxter 


VERSATILE ATHLETES DISREGARD LACK OF SIZE: Palmer Can Do It All.. 16 
By Doug Doughty 

NATIONAL PICKS. 24 

COLLEGE FOOTBALL'S FINEST. 26 
By John Hadley 


HILL, COBB: 4-LETTER SUCCESS STORIES: Silky-Smooth Running Backs Leave SWC Teams Defenseless... 40 
By Charean Williams 


SWC PICKS.... 50 

NATIONAL STATISTICS. 65 

100 YEARS OF EXCELLENCE: The Alabama ina: 66 

By Ray Melick 

SCOPING THE NATION 68 
by John Hadley 

bute DAME FOOTBALL: A Series for the Ag@S......cssmsetnssusntnnsnistnssineianesnns 74 

WALSH RETURNS TO HIS BLISS: Stanford Hires Guru of Gurus 82 
By Rick La Plante 

FOOTBALL FOXES.....nscsnse 86 

NATIONAL POSITION RATINGS... 96 

‘SWC LEAGUE LEADERS... ¥ 97 

OMe Eons Ist Year Coach's Plan To Throw The Football Has Horns Excited. 104 

SWC RESULTS. 108 

SWC SCHEDULES. 109 

SWC RATING THE POSITIONS. 110 

TEXAS HIGH SCHOOL PREVIEW. 113 

CATCH THE SPIRIT OF TAILGATING 

DON JAMES, UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON: Faith Is Pat or the rane 142 
By Dick Rockne 

NATIONAL RECRUITING 144 


By Allen Wallace 


RUTGERS RENAISSANCE: A New Day Is Dawning In Knight County... 
By Michael Bradley 


NATIONAL SCHEDULES. 
AROUND THE SWC. 
‘SWC RECRUITING....... 


in 


BAYLOR ... 


TEXAS TECH .... 


LINDY'S FOOTBALL ANNUALS. 


1992 


THE 1998 Toyota MR2. Ir Ir Warr An 
StoweR It WouLD Pete 


It's true. The new 1993 Toyota MR2 
Turbo beats out the Ferrari Mondial 
0 to 60—MR2 clocks in at 6.2 oe 
compared to Ferrari Mondial’s 6. 

But where MR2 really gives Ferrari 
arun for the money is with price. The 
MR2 Turbo is a fraction of the cost of 
a Ferrari Mondial. 

| So instead of a Ferrari Mondial, buy 

a 1993 Toyota MR2 Turbo. You'll get a 
better time 0 to 60, and you'll have a bet- 
ter time with the money you save. 


“T love what you do for me? 


@® TOYOTA 


Call 1-800-GO-TOYOTA for a brochure and location of your nearest dealer. “Road & Track 4/90 and 1/91. Always use your seatbelt, 
Driver-side air bag is a supplemental restraint system. Buckle Up! Do it for those who love you. ©1991 Toyota Motor Sales, U.S.A, Inc. 


LETTER FROM THE PUBLISHER 


‘elcome to the 1992 editions of Lindy’s 

WV cciese Football Annuals. As have sev- 

eral of the nation’s finest conferences, 

Lindy’s has expanded. This year we have combined 

our previews of the Big Ten and Big East conferences 

(in the Northeast), offering an in-depth look at college 

football's newest circuit. In order to obtain a copy, 

please refer to page 175 where we offer a special dis- 
count for the complete set of Lindy’s Annuals. 

This year also marks the 11th volume of Lindy's 
SEC Football — our flagship magazine. Arkansas and 
South Carolina join the conference as it breaks into 
two divisions — East and West. The division winners 
will play in the first-ever playoff game to settle on the 
field the league championship and automatic Sugar 
Bowl berth. 

Florida State joins the ACC in the other major 
conference shift. This year we feature the man behind 
Florida State’s uprising — Bobby Bowden — begin- 
ning on page 6. 

Lindy's has added team boxes, expanded player 
ratings and redesigned aspects of the magazines in 
order to offer a concise and colorful presentation. 
| think you will notice the improvement. 

| sincerely hope you enjoy this year's edition(s) 
and appreciate your loyalty. Your comments and sug- 
gestions are always welcome. 


ae 4 = p 


J. Lindy Davis Jr. 
Publisher 


D.M.D. Publications, Inc. 
2700 Highway 280, Suite 108 
Birmingham, AL 35223-2472 


(205) 871-1182 FAX: (205) 871-1184 The 
Audit 
© 1992 D.M.D. Publications, inc. All rights reserved. Bureau 
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NOBODY ELSE HAS THE 
GUTS 10 RUN THIS AD. 


Lyera side panels aren't 
there to overcome shrink 
age, but for a more com- 
fortable, flattering fit 


Qur contour neck with 
Lyera trim keeps its shape. 


Double-stitched seams 
throughout guarantee 
added strength. 


The Russell Athletic 
embroidered logo says Pro 
Cotton is made by the same 
people who outhit the pros. 


Lyera cuffs and waist 
band always snap back into 
shape. 


Until now, there's never been a sweatshirt like our Pro Cotton Crew. We believe in the durability 
of Pro Cotton so completely that we guarantee it. 

Why would we go to the trouble to make a sweatshirt this good? That’s easy. You'll pay more for 
something that’s worth more. And we're guaranteeing you Pro ® 
Cotton is worth the price. To do that, you gotta have guts. evict 


Heritage + Quality + Performance 


By Tuomas J. WHEATLEY 


rin Bowden didn’t exactly plan it this way, although the wife of 
Florida State coach Bobby Bowden is not complaining. 


“Tjust love families,” she says. “I'm a big one on families and extended 
families. believe in grandmothers and aunts and uncles and cousins. That's 
where you learn commitment and responsibility.” 

{nd patience and a sense of humor, 

It took all of that for the Bowdens to raise their brood of four boys, two 
girls and a football. 

“Queen An 
of college football. 

“They all love their mom,” says Ann. “Well, most of ‘em, anyway.” 


s her children address her, reigns over the first family 


First row from left to right - Robyn, Anne, Bobby and Ginger. Standing from left to right -Terry, Steve, Tommy and Jeff. 


COLLEGE FOOTBALL'S 
FIRST FAMILY 


AN INSIDE Look AT BOBBY BowDEN AND HIS PROTEGES 


If there is another tribe in the country that rivals the Bowdens or that 
WANTS to rival them, please come forth and accept our sympathies. 

All four sons played for Bobby in college. So did the husbands of 
Bowden daughters. Three of the four sons, plus a son-in-law, are college 
coaches. Two sons and a son-in-law coached together for four years. 

“I gotta be careful,” Bobby drawls, “or they'll have my jot 

Here is the roster of Bowden offspring and their football connections: 

© Tommy, 38, played for his father at West Virginia and is now offen- 
sive coordinator at Auburn. 

© Terry, 36, played for his father at West Virginia and is head coach at 
Samford University in Birmingham, Ala., his father’s alma mater and first head 
coaching job. 
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Its a mellow song,a good friend, 
alaid back night. 


Its Southern Comfort: 


* Jeff, 32, played for his father at Florida 
an assistant under Terry at Samford, 
and is now a receiver's coach at Southern 
Mississippi. 

* Robyn, 41, was head cheerleader at 
West Virginia while her father coached there, She 
married one of his players, Jack Hines, who is now 
defensive coordinator for Terry at Samford, 

* Ginger, 30, married John Madden — 
not the TV sports analyst — but a center for her 
father at Florida State. 

* Steve, 29, played for his father briefly at 


is an administrator at Flagler College in St. 
Augustine, Fla., and handles the paperwork for the 
annual Bowden summer football camps in 
Birmingham, 

“Steve's the black sheep of the family,” 


says Jett 

‘Time out, Tommy says that the family 
black sheep is Jeff. What gives? 

“Well, we have two black sheep,” Tommy 
“Our family has two herds,” 

‘onfused? 

How would you like to be Ann every au- 
tumn, trying to figure out which stadium she's: 
suppose oe in every weekend? 

“She'd like us all to coach at the same 
place,” ‘Tommy says. “Then she could make one 
trip. 


explain: 


And how would you like to be Ann on 
game day afternoon, waiting for four sets of re- 
sults to come in? 

“No doubt about it, this is hardest on her,” 


games in one weekend, she’s a mighty happy 
woman. She might even speak to me, 

“When it's 2-and: e can almost live 
with that, But when it’s oh-and-4 or 1-and-3, oh 
boy! And it’s a good thing we don't play ‘em. I 
Know who she'd pull for, and it wouldn’t be Daddy, 
She'd pull for those boys. 

“I did not encourage them to go into 
coaching. I didn’t want to compete against my 
own family, and then recruit against them. Or 
have them compete against each other. 

“knew one of these days it would happen, 
And it has already, We've had Tommy against 
Jeffrey last year, and next year we have Terry 
against Tommy. 

“Boy, who do you pull for? What do you 
say to the one that loses?” 

If Ann had her way, the boys' careers 
would proceed according to a motherly plan, She 
would stress age and waiting one’s turn, 

“You want your children to be successful, 
but it’s tough,” Ann says, “Auburn had a bad year 
Jast year and Tommy was in his fist year as offen- 
sive coordinator, He has a lot of responsibility. 

“Phen Auburn got beat by Southern Miss, 
where the head coach was in his first year and 
Jeffrey was in his first year, They had time to build 
up, so they didn’t need a win as much right then 
as Auburn did.” 

Don't interpret that to mean that Mom 
likes any one of her children best. 

“No, no, no!” Ann scolds. “You can’t do 
that.” 

She lets you know ina hurry that she is 
just as proud of Steve and her daughters as she is 
of the coaching crew. 


“We don’t want anybody left out,” Ann 
says, “Steve, he’s our academician. Sometimes he 
gets overlooked. He was an all-state football player 
and he’s an excellent athlete, a good golfer. He 
didn’t much like sitting on the bench and holding 
dummies. The other boys didn’t mind. 

“Robyn, our oldest, is a phys ed teacher at 
an elementary school in Birmingham, She always. 
taught at the college level until this year. And 
Ginger, our youngest, is going to law school.” 

But it's the coaching sons and son-in-law 
who generate the kind of hubbub you won't find 
elsewhere. 

For several reasons, Terry has been in the 
center of much of the weirdness. 

“The earliest I remember football was 
right here at Samford,” Terry says. “My dad took 
over as head coach in 1959, when I was three 
years old. He was here four seasons, and my first 
recollection of my father as a coach, or of a foot- 
ball game, was right here, 

“It's kind of neat that the field I coach at is 
the same field where my father had his first job as 
ahead coach. It's like deja vu.” 

Bobby never had a staff like Terry's, 
though, Terry took over at Samford in 1987, when, 
the school was still non-scholarship Division III. 
He insisted on hiring both Jeff and Robyn's hus- 
band, Jack, 

It’s not easy bossing your older brother-in- 
law and your younger brother. Then again, maybe 
it wasn't so rough on Terry, 

“His nickname’s Little Hitler,” Tommy 


says, 

Still, there were awkward moments, 

“When Jack was dating Robyn in high 
school back in Morgantown, we all had a good 
time ribbing him,” Terry recalls, “Jeff and I were 
about eight and 12, and we were always messing 
with them.” 

Tt was typical kid brother stuff. 

“L remember we used to egg Jack's car 
when he'd come to pick her up,” Terry says. 

“And when Jack would call her,” Jeff says, 
“we'd hang up on him or disconnect the phone.” 

No hard feelings resulted from those 
“Leave It To Beaver” antics. 

“Jack is good,” Terry says. “It’s not just 
that he's the only brother-in-law and we're all 
brothers. He's the only defensive coach in the 
family. I'm like my daddy exactly, He doesn’t fool 
with the defense, and neither do I.” 

Terry and Jeff took a little longer to thrash 
out their roles. 

As Terry puts it, “I was the only head 
coach in America who could tell his assistant to do 
something, and have the assistant say, ‘Shut up 
and do it yourself.” 

“I'd give Jeffa low-rent duty, like ‘Move 
that sled,” and that’s what he'd tell me. Now, 
brother and brother-in-law wouldn't do that. 
‘That's just brother and brother.” 

Jeff, in his own defense, says: “He got what 
he paid for.” 

So did Samford. The team went 9-3 in the 
first year of the Bowden invasion, then jumped all 
the way to Division I-AA. Samford went 5-6 the 
next two seasons, then 6-4-1 in 1990, Jeff’s last 
year, 


Last season, Samford was 12-2, went to the 
national semifinals and placed fourth. “Jack's de- 
fense was Number Five in the nation,” Terry said. 


Jeff moved to Southern Miss before last 
season. It was an act of growing up more than 
splitting up. 

“Jeff and I are probably the closest,” Terry 
says, “because we coached together for seven 
years. If Jeff had been one year younger than me, 
it wouldn’t have been as easy. But four years apart, 
the older brother thing, it worked, 

“At Southern Miss, they pay a lot more 
money than Samford does, I couldn't keep up with 
that. I know I'm gonna lose Jack sometime soon, 
too. I told ‘em when I hired ‘em that I couldn't 
give them money, but I could give ‘em titles.” 

But Jeff didn’t really leave for money, 

“No matter what we do, we're Bobby 
Bowden's sons,” Terry says, “To some people, we 
were born with a silver whistle in our mouths. But 
once you get a job, it’s win or lose. There's noth- 
ing my father could do to help me succeed at 
Samford. 

“But Jeff got it twice as much as Tommy 
and me, Jeff is Bobby Bowden's son, and then he 
comes to Samford and he's the little brother of 
‘Terry Bowden, You just want to move on and be 
your own guy.” 

Jeff is the one Bowden boy everyone knew 
was destined to coach. 

“Well, probably because he couldn't think 
of anything else to be successful in,” Ann says. 
“No, that's not true. He indicated an interest in 
criminology.” 

Bobby says, “I thought Steve would go 
into medicine before he became a doctor of phi- 
losophy, but he would have made a good coach, 

“| thought Tommy would go into 
hotel/restaurant management, He worked for a 
hotel in Morgantown when he was in college as a 
ye and liked it, Terry, I thought, would study 

law.” 


‘Terry, by the way, remembers that his dad 
quit paying him as a grad assistant at FSU because 
Jaw school would take up too much of his time. 
Terry had to borrow for the law school tuition and 
is still paying it back, 

But the life of a football coach had always 
beckoned Jeff, 

“I can specifically remember back to the 
fourth grade,” Jeff says, “and I was responsible for 
putting together a fourth grade kickball team. I 
said to myself, ‘I enjoy this, putting people in the 
right places’.” 

To coach the game properly, he and his 
brothers figured they better play it, too, “We 
weren't out there sticking with it for the heck of 
it,” Terry says. 

All four boys were hotshots at the high 
school level who became walk-ons for Bobby in 
college. All but Tommy played sparingly. 

Jeff's claim to fame was that he wore the 
number desired by a top recruit at FSU, Hassan 
Jones, who went on to play in the National 
Football League. 

Bobby did not ask Jeff to relinquish his 
No. 88, “But one of the coaches did,” Jeff says, 

And so he surrendered it? 

“No, I didn't give it to him,” Jeff says. “It 
was one of those deals where I worked really hard 
for it. It took me four years to get it. I didn’t think I 
should have to give it up to a guy who hadn't taken a 
snap. 

“So I made him wait a year for it until I 
left. What an error in judgment there.” 
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CATCH ALL THE 
GRIPPING ACTION 


The Osceola is an independent newspaper exclusively devoted to Florida I 
State University Sports. No matter where you live, youcannow receive the f 
inside- scoop on FSU sports all year long. The Osceola delivers, 32 times 
per year, game stories, action photos, statistics, coaches interviews, and 
player's comments, Through in-depth player features and interviews, the 
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Jeff enjoyed playing for his father. “One 
thing he did for me as a pk 
strong motivator,” Jeff says 

Jeff's fondest childhood memories are of 
football. 


ing and sneaking 
‘We didn't have to. It 


ind 

at old Mountaineer Field. I ran around on the side- 
lines as a youngster then. I was an end zone rat, one of 
those little guys who ran around in the end zone and 
played football after the game. 

The family wears out the long distance 
lines year round, during the season, and even 
when their teams are scheduled to collide, 

“{ talk to Terry maybe two times a week,” 
Jeff says. “I talk to Tommy two times a week. 
We're thinking of talking to Steve again and let- 
ting him back in the family, We don’t talk to Jack, 
though. We never did and we never will. 
‘My dad, when we're doing good, I talk to 
him a lot. When we're losing, [ don’t have anything to 
say. I don’t want consolation, and neither does he. 

“To me, the one thing I've learned about 

being with Terry and now here at Southern Mi 
not the level of football. It’s winning and losing.” 

‘Tommy, meanwhile, has worked his way 
through the ranks to become offensive coordinator at 
Auburn, He has been an assistant at Kentucky, 
Alabama, Duke, Florida State and East Carolina. 

Like Terry, Tommy’s first football memo- 
ries trace back to Samford. 

“My daddy was coaching and we were playing 


is, it's 


on the side,” Tommy says. “We wouldn't be watching 
the game. Also I remember we made some trips on 
the bus with the team. We were small then, and we'd 
sleep up on the luggage rack.” 

‘Tommy's coaching fever began almost as 
early as Jeff's. 

“In sixth grade, I already knew what I 
wanted to do,” Tommy says. “I remember I wrote 
a paper on it 

Like his brothers, he served as a grad assistant 
and then an assistant for his father. That's the only 
boost Bobby volunteered for their careers. 

never called anybody first about any of 
the Bobby says. “I get letters all the time 
from daddies telling me how good their son is. I 
almost always disregard ‘em. 

“I told our boys, ‘If you need a recommen- 
dation, get them to call me. If they call me, I'll tell 
“em exactly what I think’.” 

's professional detachment has not 

. “He doesn't do enough to pump 
ys. “The boys say, ‘If your father 
can’t support you and is hesitant, then who will?” 

That's just Bobby's way. If the boys wanted 
something, they had to earn it from scratch. His 
boys walked on his teams as undersized, slow, 
scrappy wide receivers. They got no special treat- 
ment or mistreatment from their father. 

Only Tommy became a starter, playing in 1975 
for West Virginia's Peach Bowl team that went 9-3, 

“That was by default,” Tommy says. “There 
was nobody else there. We didn’t have a bunch of 
talented guys. I was at the right place at the right 


time and in the right position, There was never 
any undue pressure on me, because we won. We 
didn’t throw a bunch of balls then, but I pretty 
much caught everything that came at me. I might 
have had 13 catches one year.” 

Asa coach, Tommy may be the closest 
clone of Bobby. 


as gone the way I went, up 

all college ranks as a head coach,” 

“But Tommy is more like me than any 
shi 


Tommy has less of his father’s 
professional stamp on him. 

“Terry pretty much runs Daddy’ 
at Samford,” Tommy says. “My four yea 
Daddy at Florida State were pretty much the 
basis for me. But I have coached under people 
like Steve Sloan at Duke and Homer Smith at 
Alabama. I've been exposed to a lot more 
things.” 

Tommy and Terry are walking different 
paths toward their goal of a becoming a Division I 
college head coach, Jeff wouldn’t mind veering 
into the pros and serving as an assistant in that 
strange, “Bowden”- less world. 

We'll have to see just how far this football 
family tree branches out, and whether anyone is 
left out ona limb. 

But through it all, the coaching Bowden 
bunch probably will prosper by following this bit 
of fatherly ad 

“Don't 
coach in Ameri 


y to be the youngest football 
. Try to be the oldest.” O 
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ESPN's College Football Coverage — A Force On the Horizon? 


The 
Not-So-New Kid On 
the Block 


CHRIS FOWLER 


“Il THINK THAT IN THE COLLEGE FOOTBALL WORLD, 
THE eA OTS NI tc PLAYERS AND THE ADMINISTRATORS 


LOOK FOR ES 


N TO SET THE TEMPO. I THINK THEY ARE 


COLLEGE FOOTBALL NOW...” 


By Russet S. BAXTER 


The NHL is wind- 
ing down; the NBA is in full stride; 
and the NCAA Basketball Tournament 
is just around the corner. Mike 
Gottfried is at his office in Alabama in 
front of the TV and VCR watching col- 
lege football from the previous season, 
and gathering ideas for the upcoming 
1992 campaign. 

“Tt was just a couple of years ago 


Late February 


that I was coaching,” said the former 
University of Pittsburgh head coach. 
was on the other side of the broadcast. 
Gottfried is just one of many 

reasons the Entertainment and Sports 
Programming Network (ESPN) has 
emerged as a major player in the cov- 
erage of college football. Having al- 
ready established themselves as a force 
with their in-depth coverage of the 


National Football League and college 
basketball, the network now tries to 
duplicate those successes in regards to 
the collegiate gridiron. 

For those readers out there who 
don’t have cable or can’t get to their 
favorite sports bar, ESPN's college 
football weekend actually begins on 
Thursday evenings with their prime 
time telecasts. The network then kicks 
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‘'n this case, protecting 


Vz Athe environment includes 
running down 4x4’s 
at 2 a.m. For these 4- 
dr. Suzuki Sidekick 
JLX’s, its all ina days & 
work. As Gary Moser, * 


Chief Ranger for the Santa Monies Mountains 


Conservancy tells it, people with a little too much enthusiasm 
for nocturnal off-roading were a problem. Until the Sidekick 
4WDs.“They'e not your typical patrol vehicle. They tread lightly, but 
can go up inclines oats trucks cant. Catching these guys off-guard was 

- easy.’ With no major modifications 
besides roof lights, they're tough and reli- 
able. “We've never had a breakdown 
in the field, gotten stuck or failed 
to start.” Plus, 


adds Moser, 
“they're fun 
” 


fun than 
others. 


THE 1992 4-DR. SUZUKI SIDEKICK" has a powerful 16-valve engine. Standard rear 
SUZU Ki wheel anti-lock brake system.* An EPA-estimated 24 MPG city, 26 MPG se ay," “the 


And the lowest sticker price. So owning 
one is pretty much a walk in the park. 


Ask anyone who ownsone” __best of any 4-door sport/utility vehicle. 
4 $11,649% “T300°4424700. 


off Saturday mornings with college 
Game Day, an hour-long pre-game 
show which prepares viewers not only 
for their game, but for the day in col- 
lege football; in addition to the College 
Football Scoreboard, which provides 
viewers with the most comprehensive 
coverage of the day’s action anywhere. 
In between are the games with 
the network broadcasting two, or 
sometimes three contests on a 
Saturday. Play-by-play commentators 
such as Mike Patrick and Ron Franklin 
are complemented by color analysts, 
including Gottfried, and former NFL 
players Gary Danielson and Craig 
James, 
Gottfried, who handles analyst 
duties for Thursday and Saturday 
prime time contests, knows that just 
as in the game itself, preparation and 
knowing your assignment are the 
keys. Just as he did prior to last sea- 
son, Gottfried spent the latter part of 
arch visiting six or seven colleges for 
spring practice getting to know the 
teams, both on and off the field. 
“If there’s a new coverage or for- 
mation, or if somebody is blocking a 
play a certain way,” said Gottfried, “I 
want to know what it is, and I don’t 
ever want to fall behind. I want to stay 
current about what’s happening on the 
field. I also want to talk to the coaches 
and try to understand the new rule 
changes and the problems they pre- 
sent.” 


“T have an understanding of 
what the coaches are trying to do, so I 
can explain that. When you look at a 
ayer, you look at a strategy. 
Sometimes you sit out there and think 
to yourself, ‘Why in the world did he 
do that?’ I want to be able to explain 

why he did it.” 

“There's nothing in football 
that’s absolute; that’s given. There’s a 
lot of ways to do it, and I want to be 
able to explain why that coach is doing 
what he’s doing.” 

The former coach often gives 
viewers something to contemplate. 
Last season, during a UCLA/San Diego 
State contest played at Jack Murphy 
Stadium, the crowd was booing Aztec's 
sophomore signal-caller Cree Morris, 
when Gottfried was quick to point out 
that “Fans are tougher on a quarter- 
back in an NFL city.” 
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THE TEAM BEHIND 


THE TEAM 


By Russet S. Baxter 

In recent years, ESPN has in- 
creased its ability to inform the college 
football fan, Viewers have seemingly seen 
improvement, in terms of the games 
themselves. Contests such as Florida 
State/Miami and Colorado/Nebraska that 
were usually reserved for either ABC or 
CBS, have made their way to ESPN. 

Loren Matthews, ESPN's Senior 
Vice-President of Programming, says 
while it appears the network has featured 
more premier matchups than in ESPN's 
earlier years, that’s not necessarily the 
case, 

“The schedule is really the end re- 
sult of the particular contracts you sign 
with the CFA,” said Matthews. “And cer- 
tainly, one of our goals over the years is to 
try and get better games or, if not, to en- 
sure better quality of our telecasts. But a 
lot of it is the luck of the draw. 

“The bottom line is we're picking 
second to networks and, frankly, always 
have since our first deal back in 1984...1 
think we've always been fortunate to have 
an excellent schedule, year in and year 
out. It’s sometimes difficult picking sec- 
ond, but that's the challenge of it. Still, I 
wouldn't necessarily say that I thought 
that our quality had gone up. Maybe we've 
just been a little luckier, or maybe people 
are just noticing us more.” 

‘The numbers indicate that viewers 
are indeed noticing ESPN's coverage 
more. While the network's average rating 
for college games has been 3,0 the past 
two seasons, the numbers of home view- 
ers tuned into ESPN for those contests in- 
creased from 1.713 million in 1990 to 
1.767 million in '91. 

But where the increase in viewer- 
ship has been significant is College Game 
Day, jumping from a 1.1 rating (629,000 


homes) to a 1.4 rating (825,000 
homes)—an increase of 27 percent in rat- 
ing and 31 percent in number of house- 
holds. 

While ESPN's college football cov- 
erage has enjoyed an increase in populari- 
ty, in terms of viewership, Mo Davenport, 
Coordinating Producer of College 
Football at ESPN for two of the last three 
years, feels the network is also very im- 
portant to the collegiate game. “ESPN 
takes the approach that they're a national 
broadcaster of college football,” said 
Davenport. “Two of our competitors sub- 
scribe to a more regional basis, thinking 
that games have regional importance. Our 
programming people, | think rightfully 
so, have gone after nationally important 
games in national time slots.” 

Davenport feels that the network 
has also improved in its information pre- 
sentation over the last few years. “We've 
had years to become a better journalistic 
giver of ideas and stories, and how they 
are best presented. What I think we're 
most proud of is how many scores, and 
how much information we give the view- 
er. We're not perfect. I don’t think anyone 
is. But | think that area has continued to 
improve most at this network, 

“We also devote time,” added 
Davenport. “We're on the air at 11:30 
a.m. for Game Day, and we're out there 
looking for stories that not everyone 
knows about. When you have a time 
where you are programming anywhere 
from nine to 15 hours of football on a 
given Saturday, it becomes very impor- 
tant to the constituency of the college 
football community to be on ESPN. 
Because people are finding us. When 
they want the information, they can tune 
inand find us.” 


“The most fun I have is the night 
before the game,” said Gottfried. “I sit 
down, get all my papers out and go 
over all the information I have. Then I 
try to sit back and say, ‘OK, if I'm 
coaching Team A, here's what I'm 
going to try to do, and here's my strat- 
egy. And if I'm coaching Team B, how 


do I stop that?’ Then I look for the key 
matchups in the game so that I'm pre- 
pared when the game starts. I pretty 
well know what I think is going to 
happen, and I try to stay with it 
throughout the game. That’s the chal- 
lenge I have.” 

ESPN has never been afraid to 
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be innovative, and one feature it intro- 
duced last season during its Thursday 
night telecasts was the “Halftime 
Blitz,” which featured the network's 
bevy of commentators (Gottfried, 
Danielson and James, along with Chris 
Mortensen and Mel Kiper Jr.), who 
brought viewers up to date on the dif- 
ferent conferences around the country, 
wetting your appetite for the upcom- 
ing weekend action with insight and 
late-breaking news and tidbits. 

“Thursday night is a place where 
no one else is on,” said Gottfried, “so it 
gives you a chance to try and set the 
stage for what is going to happen on 
Saturday.” 

Kiper, who not only serves as the 
network’s NFL draft guru but also 
handled the Pac-10 and WAC duties for 
the “Blitz,” spoke of its importance. 

“Tt was really interesting to keep 
pace with these teams throughout the 
year, and try to bring out interesting 
tidbits of information which would aid 
the fan if he was interested in it froma 
perspective of trying to figure out who 
would win or lose the game, or if he 
was interested in personnel evaluation 
or matchups. Anything to help the fan 
have a better understanding of what 
was going to transpire in that particu- 
lar game. 

“For me, it was a tremendous 
benefit because it allowed me to use 
that in conjunction with what I do, as 
far as the scouting of college players.” 

But back to the studios, where 
the aforementioned College Game Day 
and College Football Scoreboard are 
manned by analyst Lee Corso and host 
Chris Fowler, (Tim Brando handles 
halftime duties on Saturdays), who 
finds the latter show particularly fun. 
“You really have to just sit there and 
react to what’s happened during the 
day. It’s not the kind of thing you can 
go into with a lot of planning. You 
don’t write anything for the show. It’s 
totally ad-lib. Lee and I just sit there 
along with the producer (Dan Steir), 
watch the games, and try to figure out 
if there’s a trend to the day; if it’s an 
upset day; if it’s a blowout day; if there 
are a lot of great finishes etc. and you 
pg of come up with the show on the 


“T can tell you that the last few 
hours before we finally go to air are 


completely hectic...It’s just a huge 
adrenaline rush when seven o'clock 
hits. Then it’s kind of like a downhill ski 
run once the show starts, and before 
you know it, it’s over. But it's a lot of fun 
to do because it’s not tightly scripted or 
tightly formatted. You're reacting to 
what goes on during the day.” 

Corso, who begins his fourth 
season in the studio this fall, after two 
years in the booth (1987-88), spoke of 
ESPN's impact.‘ think that in the col- 
lege football world, the coaches, the 
players and the administrators look for 
ESPN to set the tempo. I think they 
ARE college football now...” 

“T think it’s helped players from 
the various universities who often 
times weren't covered,” added Kiper. 
“And it has tremendously aided the 
coaches who have now become major 
names in college football and respect- 
ed for the job they've done because 
people have seen them. 

“ESPN has made a lot of money 
for a lot of coaches, more so than play- 
ers. The players are going to be found. 


If there’s a guy in Timbuktu, they 
(NFL scouts) are going to find him. 
But where would Bill Lewis have been 
without that kind of exposure?” 

Lewis’ East Carolina Pirates were 
one of the Cinderella stories of the ‘91 
season, finishing with an 11-1 mark, in- 
cluding a win in the Peach Bowl. But 
the Pirates made just two national TV 
appearances—both on ESPN. Exposure 
of the Pirate program made people 
aware of the job Lewis had done. And 
when Bobby Ross decided to leave 
Georgia Tech last December for the 
NFL, Lewis not only became a prime 
candidate, but got the job. 

So with an expanded Thursday 
night schedule this fall, (seven to nine 
games in 1992) and more of what has 
made them good, viewers should ex- 
pect bigger and better things from 
ESPN's college football team this sea- 
son. “We have so many games all over 
the country,” said Corso, “and cover all 
the parameters. We're really the 
spokesman, in my opinion, for college 
football.” OQ 
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Thirst Quencher. You get 
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are considered too small to run inside or quarterbacks 
who can’t throw deep. They are called “athletes,” 
which previously meant that coaches didn’t know where to play 
them. 

Now, it’s a matter of where not to play them. Teams are 
looking for speed, and size is no obstacle. It’s the same in pro foot- 
ball, where every team has a player like the Giants’ 5-foot-7 Dave 
Meggett, or is trying to draft one. 

“Different things influence the game,” said Gene Stallings, 
who was a coach in the National Football League for 20 years, 
“and, with the emergence of the run-and-shoot (offense), pro ball 
has gone to the small wide receivers and 


Pec recruiters have a term for running backs who 


the small defensive backs to cover them, I 
can remember a time when there were 
hardly any defensive backs in the NFL 
under 6 feet.” 

Special teams. were traditionally a 


the college level, the success of players like 
Raghib “Rocket” Ismail and Desmond 
Howard has prompted coaches to move 
away from such specialization. 

Stallings, entering his third season 
at Alabama, has one of the nation’s premier 
return men in David Palmer, a 5-foot-9, 
170-pound sophomore. However, Stallings 
isn’t about to limit Palmer to punts and 
kickoffs. 

Palmer started five games at wide re- 
ceiver for the Crimson Tide and even took 
some snaps at quarterback, his position at 


Jackson-Olin High School in Birmingham, Ala. His role should be- 


come even greater this 
“We worked him a little bit more at quarterback in the 
spring,” Stallings said, “We've given him more of a package. I'd 
like for him to touch the ball 15 to 19 times a game. 
“He has become an excellent receiver, who takes pride in his 
routes and loves to catch the ball. I thought he'd play quite a bit as 


a freshman, but with more impact as a return man than a receiver.” 


Palmer was one of the most dangerous punt returners in 
the country, with a 16.1-yard average that ranked third behind 
Virginia Tech’s Bo Campbell and Howard, the Heisman Trophy 
winner from Michigan. Palmer returned three punts for touch- 
downs — more than anybody in Division I-A. 

Palmer touched the ball 69 times in 11 games (17 recep- 
tions, 10 kickoff returns, 24 punt returns and 18 rushing at- 
tempts), but still finished with 1,113 all-purpose yards. That didn’t 


count a 15-yard completion to Danny Woodson on his first pass at- 


tempt. 

All-purpose yardage includes rushing attempts, receptions 
and returns, It is different from total offense, which is a combina- 
tion of rushing and passing yardage. 

‘The Division I-A leader in all-purpose yardage — by more 
than 700 yards — was University of the Pacific junior Ryan 
Benjamin. Benjamin, sixth in Division I-A in rushing with 1,581 
yards, also had 798 yards in kickoff returns and 612 in receptions. 

“T wasn't really paying attention to the all-purpose stats 
until the coach (Walt Harris) said, ‘One of our guys is leading the 
nation, ’” Benjamin said. “I started to pay a lot more attention 
after that.” 

David Palmer does it all for the Crimson Tide, 


THINK | COULD TAKE 
THE POUNDING, BUT 


I DON’T LET GUYS 
GET A GOOD LICK ON 
ME. IT’S ALL ABOUT 
MAKING PEOPLE 
MIss.” 


Benjamin, a junior college transfer, suffered a wrist injury 
in 1990 and gained an extra year of eligibility. He considered trans- 
ferring when Pacific abandoned the I-formation in favor of the 
run-and-shoot. 

Pacific boasted a Heisman Trophy hopeful in quarterback 
‘Troy Kopp, and one of the nation’s top receivers in Aaron Turner. 
Still, there was no shortage of activity for Benjamin, who rushed 
for more than 1,000 yards in 12 games. 

“T've alwi een a running back, but kickoff returns were 
fairly new to me,” said Benjamin, who is listed at 5-foot-7 and 174 
pounds, “I'd like to try punt returns this year because I’m always 
trying to add to what I can do. 

“Twasn’t recruited the way you would 
have thought out of junior college, even though 
Twas a junior college All-American, A lot of it was 
because of my size, but I consider my size to be an 
advantage. Other teams can’t see me as well.” 

Benjamin finished with 2,995 all-pur- 
pose yards, second on the Division I-A all-time 
list. The record of 3,250 was set in 1988 by 
Oklahoma State’s Barry Sanders, who also set 
the Division I-A rushing record that year with 
2,628 yards. 

It is unusual to find a team whose pri- 
mary running back also handles all returns. 
Benjamin, for example, returned only one 
punt. However, Stanford coach Bill Walsh 
plans to give senior Glyn Milburn all the work 
he can handle. 

“T expect to use Glyn as we used Darrin 
Nelson in 1977 and '78,” said Walsh, in his 
second tour as the Cardinal's head coach. “We 
plan on taking advantage of all of his abilities, He is without ques- 
tion one of the most talented backs in college football.” 

Milburn, who spent his first year at Oklahoma, led Division 
1-A in all-purpose yardage in 1990, when his numbers compared 
favorably with Ismail’s in almost all categories. He led the Pac-10. 
in receptions, was second in kickoff returns, and third in punt re- 
turns. 

Last year, Milburn suffered a knee injury in Stanford's sec- 
ond game and Tommy Vardell took over as the Cardinal’s primary 
rushing threat. Nevertheless, Milburn enjoyed a career game when 
he rushed for 130 yards and two touchdowns and caught seven 
passes for 149 yards and two touchdowns against Oregon State. 

“T think 3,000 yards is a possibility, particularly since we 
play an extra game against Texas A&M (in the Pigskin Clas: 
Milburn said. “After my sophomore year, I had high expectations, 
but, after my injury, I had to get my mind back into an aggressive 
mode. 

“My role was somewhat limited last year to more of a receiv- 
er and punt returner. I think Coach Walsh understands that with a 
player my size, it’s not a matter of size: it’s a question of mental 
toughness and speed. 

“T’ve never missed a game because of injury, I think my size 
is a big advantage in helping me miss tacklers. Since it’s harder for 
them to get a shot at me, I don’t think they’re looking for the big 
licks.” 

At 5-foot-9 and 175 pounds, Milbum is roughly the same size 
as Palmer, Rocket Ismail (5-10, 175) and Howard (5-9, 170). In com- 
parison, Qadry “the Missile” Ismail, is almost a giant. The Missile, a 6- 
foot-0, 190-pound senior, led the Orangemen in receptions and 
rushed 12 times for 216 yards and three touchdowns. 


LOT OF 
PEOPLE 
DIDN’T 
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It is difficult to find too many all- 
purpose running backs at Milburn’s size, 
but Washington senior Beno Bryant is cut 
from a similar cloth. Bryant, listed at 5- 
foot-11 and 178 pounds, had 1,330 all-pur- 
pose yards for the co-No.1 Huskies. 

Bryant led Washington in rushing last 
year with 903 yards, but it was as a return 
man that he made his reputation. He re- 
turned three punts for touchdowns as a 
sophomore in 1990, when he averaged 15.6 
yards per return, and holds the Huskies’ 
record for punt-return yardage in a career, 

“T think we're pretty similar in the 
kind of players we are,” Milburn said, “but 
because of the systems we're in, we seem 
different. They run more of a ball-control 
offense, but we're more likely to (pass) toa 
back out of the backfield.” 

Nobody has been more versatile 
than Gordie Lockbaum, the ex-Holy Cross 
se and defense in the 
a may have the 
next-best thing in junior wide receiver and 
return specialist Larry Holmes. 

Holmes started the first two games of 
the season at cornerback before moving to of- 
fense. He caught a 50-yard touchdown pass 
against Georgia Tech in his first game and led 
the ACC in touchdown receptions with eight. 

“Twas definitely recruited as an ath- 
lete, which is good and bad,” said Holmes, 
a5-foot-9, 181-pounder, “It means there's 
probably going to be a place for you to 
play, but if you take a while to settle in, 


_- > 


dy 


your career may be 
over.” 

Virginia origi- 
nally projected 
Holmes as a third- 
down running back, 
which is about the 
only role he hasn’t 
filled. Even after mov- 
ing to wide receiver, 
he continued to han- 
dle punts and kick- 
offs, 

“T think your 
punt returners are 
probably better ath- 
letes, but I think it’s 
harder to be a good 
kickoff returner,” 
Holmes said, “I love 
them both. I'd never 
want to be so valuable 
that I couldn’t play 
special teams. 


as 


“T never, ever, 
considered my size to 
be a handicap. No 
matter how much it 
was mentioned to me, I never thought 
about my size when I was on a football 
field.” 

Holmes scored 58 touchdowns at 
St. Albans School in Washington, D.C., 27 
on plays of 50 yards or more, He was a 
running back for most of the time, but 

= started at quarter- 
back as a freshman. 
Ona dare froma 
teammate, he threw 
a ball 65 yards dur- 
ing warmups for the 
Gator Bowl. 

Palmer played 
quarterback through- 
out his high-school 
career, and was re- 
cruited by Arkansas to 
play quarterback in an 
option-style attack. “I 
had a pretty decent 
arm; I could throw the 
deep ball,” said 
Palmer, who eventual- 
ly hopes to play sec- 
ond base for the 
Crimson Tide baseball 
team. 

As a young- 
ster, Palmer's idols 
were Tony Dorsett, 


world champion Redskins, 


2 
The diminutive Desmond Howard will add his receiving / return skills to the 


Billy Sims, even Gale 
Sayers, who was a 


/ a al 
Special teams were traditionally a home for shorter, quicker players - the 
success of players like Raghib “Rocket” Ismail has prompted coaches to 
move away from such specialization, 


star before he was born, Palmer's favorite 
current athlete is Deion Sanders “because he's 
flashy,” Palmer said. “He talks a lot, but he 
backs it up.” 

Sanders is a defensive back-return 
specialist, but Palmer says he has not mod- 
eled himself after any return men. He hasn't 
watched Rocket Ismail play much, but ad- 
mits he doesn’t mind the comparisons. 

“He's the best kick returner I ever 
saw,” said Stallings of Palmer. “He has good 
speed, not blinding speed, but he has a great 
knack for eluding tacklers. I don’t worry about 
him getting tired. | remember seeing him in 
high school and he never left the field.” 

Palmer estimates that he lined up at 
quarterback no more than six times all last 
season. “Other teams wouldn’t know what 
to expect,” he said. “They would say, ‘Look 
out for the trick play.’ I'd like to be known, 
for more than trick plays.” 

But Palmer doesn’t want to be a 
full-time quarterback or even a full-time tail- 
back, his first love. He likes the idea of being 
in the open and having room to run his 
routes, execute a few reverses, and improvise. 

Besides, he’s still getting accus- 
tomed to the idea that players his size can 
absorb a beating at the point of attack. 

“T never thought I would be (widely) 
recruited because of my size,” he said. “A lot of 
people didn’t think I could take the pounding, 
but I don’t let guys get a good lick on me. It’s 
all about making people miss.” Q 
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A) NCAA SATIN JACKET by Starter Authentic 
Starter Twill jackets are an NCAA Classic. 
Deep pockets, quilt lining, snap front, 100% stretch 
nylon knit collar, cuffs & waist. Machine washable. 
All NFL, MLB, NHL, NBA teams in stock + NCAA 
teams listed. S,M, L, XL $84.95; Item CPK 


B) DENIM SHIRT by Cliff Engle Stay cool with 
this quality, lightweightshort sleeve 100% cotton 
denim shirt, Team crest woven on left front pocket. 
DUKE, F.S.U., MIAMI, MICHIGAN, N.C., NOTRE DAME, 
OHIO ST. Sizes: S,M,L,XL $34.95; Item CDS 


E) NCAA WOOL CAPS As seen on the 
sidelines at many college football games. 
Adjustable back.See list for schools available, 
$17.95 each, Item CWC 

F) PRO-LINENCAA CAP 100% wool 2-tone 
cap with school nameand mascot embroidered 
on front. Adjustable. See list for schools 
available. $19.95 each, Item CPC 

G) AUTHENTIC NCAA BASEBALL CAP 
‘The same wool cap NCAA baseball teams wear. 
Directly emroidered logo and cloth sweatband, 
Sizes: 6 fg. 7,7 \fg, 7 \I4, 7 3g. 7 Io, 7 lg. 7 314, 


|) T-SHIRTS & SWEATSHIRTS The best mid- 
weight NCAA T's & Sweatshirts with official school 
logo printed on front. Excellent quality and very 
comfortable. See list for schools in stock. 
AIINFL, MLB, NBA, NHL teams also in stock! 
T-Shirt, Item CTS: S, M, L, XL$12.95 
‘Sweatshirt, Item CSS: S, M, L, XL $24.95 
NCAA Teams in stock for A) Satin Starter Jackets, 

DS Sweatshirts, E) Wool Caps, and 

) Pro Line Caps. 

*Only available lor Satin Starter Jacket. 
“* Satin Starter Jacket not available. 


C) THEAWARD JACKET by DeLong. Body is SER oa CHIGE ATE 
constructed of the finest 24 oz. wool with leather $22.50 each, Item CBC; ALABAMA, AUBURN, LOUISVILLE OKLAHOMA, 
sleeves & pocket trim, Heavy weight quilted lining, ARIZONA, AZ STATE, CLEMSON, COLORADO, DUKE, LSU(Tigers)  PENNSTATE 
official chenille emblems on chest, back, and ELORIDS FUSS] ATE GEORGI GEORGETOWN, MIAML PITTSBURGH 
haweanpachoniiisaareeAsatie! — SRiaa tenon rite fe ee finene Se 
AINFL, MLB, NBA, NHL teams and the following TEXAS, TEXASA&M,UCLA,UNLV,USC MICHIGANST. — SYRACUSE 
NCAA teams: DUKE. F-S.U. GEORGETOWN, LOUIS _H) FRAT JACKET Worn on the sidelines during (Oe ee hye MESS Sea 
SrAACUSE tom CAR Sizes: S(26), M(38-40),-” games, these Apex One jackets have the quality NO.CAROLINA UCLA 
(42-44), XL(46-48) $244.95 ea.; XXL (60-52) and durability demanded by top athletes, 100% N. CAROLINA ST. UNLV 
y maar water repellent crinkle oxford nylon outer shell, (Woltpack) usc 
$264.95; 3XL(54-56) $284.95; 4XL(58-60) $304.95 ea ae IEBRASKA VIRGINIA 
D) HENLEY JERSEYS & SHORTS Comfortable Sovegemascolsewaon if Tont chest colede NOTHEDAME WASHINGTON 
100% cotton shirt has full button front, school detachable hood, and quiltining, MICHIGAN, ” 
name & logo screened on front & sleeves. Shorts MIAMI, NOTRE DAME, OHIOST., and most NFL, MLB, 
have x-wide waistband, side pockets and school _—_ NHL teams. Sizes: S,M,L, XL $109.95, Item CFK. 
logo screened on leftleg. ARKANSAS, COLORADO, Sorry, GEORGETOWN is no longer available Dept. LC92 
DUKE, FLORIDA, FLA.STATE, GA. TECH, GEORGETOWN, 
INDIANA, LSU, MIAMI, MICHIGAN, N.C., NOTRE DAME, * Use this fi f 
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THETINT ALL YOU WANT, BUT ONLY ONE SCREEN WILL 
GET YOU TO THE CLEAREST PICTURE OF THE GAME. 


All the super-sharp, large-as-life TV 1,200 daily flights to 34 cities and the 
screens in the world just can’t match “=~ low fares to get you there. 
what you see when youre sitting oe , So watch the screen on the 
in the stands. That's why 2" ___bottomright And catch the 
Southwest Airlines has over SOUTHWEST AIRLINES” jext game in living color. 

Just Plane Smart.~ 
1-800-I-FLY-SWA 
sree itint (1-800-435-9792) 


TOP 25 NATIONAL PICKS 


By John Hadley 
1. NOTRE DAME 


The Fighting Irish enter the 1992 campaign with 
talent comparable to most, assisted by a schedule con- 
ducive for success, The skilled position talent is plentiful 
and the offensive front has dominating potential. Another 

fT asset is the fact that Coach Lou Holtz accepted a long term 
at is pis contract, providing stability this program has lacked, pub- 
C licly, for a couple of years. 

Keys to ee he continued progression and maturation of quarterback 
Rick Mirer. free season along the defensive front. Holtz and Co. are thin 
ja te Henthesanil vaferanie es Bryant Young and Eric Jones are recovering 
from knee injuries suffered last season. 

Key Games: Michigan, Sept. 12; at Michigan State, Sept. 19; Stanford, Oct. 
3; Penn State, Nov. 14; at Southern Cal, Nov. 28, The Fighting Irish have the luxury 
of playing the “big boys” at home. In fact, the Fighting Irish play five road games 
against teams which failed to post a winning record last season. 


2.FLORIDA STATE 


Isit possible that the Seminoles may be underrated? 
his could prove to be Coach Bobby Bowden's best de- 
fensive unit during his tenure in Tallahassee. The Seminoles 
linebacking corps could prove to be the nation’s best, the de- 
fensive front will be their best in nearly a decade and the sec- 
ondary has an abundance of big-play types. Based solely on 
talent, the ’Noles may've topped this list, however their schedule assures a difficult 
journey. The Seminoles play five road games against teams which earned bowl bids 

last year. 
Key to Success: The development of a quarterback. 
Key Games: at Clemson, Sept. 12; at North 
Carolina State, Sept. 19; at Miami, Oct. 3; at Georgia Tech, 
Oct. 17; at Virginia, Oct. 31; Florida, Nov. 


3. WASHINGTON 


Coach Don James boasts the nation’s best offensive 
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RB 

San Diego 
State 
5-10 

185 

So. 


FB 

Notre Dame 
6-0 

247 

Jt 


JEROME BETTIS 


WR 
UCLA 
6-4 
207 
Sr. 


SEAN LACHAPELLE 


TE 
Washington 
State 

6-3 

233 

Sr. 


BUTCH WILLIAMS 


DAVID PALMER 
PRESEASON OFFENSIVE PLAYER-OF-THE-YEAR 
All-Purpose, Alabama, 5-9, 170, So. 


OB 
Washington 


DREW BLEDSOE 


DAN EICHLOFF 


EVERETT LINDSAY 


AARON TAYLOR 


VAUGHN PARKER 


OL 
Washington 
6-7 

325 

Sr. 


aL 
Mississippi 
65 


290 
Sr. 


OL 

Notre Dame 
6-4 

294 

Jr. 


RYAN MCNEIL 


$ 
Oregon 
6-3 
208 

Sr. 


y 

East Carolina 
6-2 

218 

Sr. 


Pp 
Notre Dame 
6-1 

197 

Sr. 


CRAIG HENTRICH 


MARVIN JONES 


PRESEASON DEFENSIVE PLAYER-OF-THE-YEAR 
LB, Florida State, 6-2, 220,Jr. 


CHAD BROWN 


DAVID HOFFMAN 


MARCUS BUCKLEY 


LB 
Colorado 
6-3 

230 

Sr, 


LB 
Washington 
6-2 

225 

Sr. 


LB 
Texas A&M. 
6-1 
225 
Sr. 


MACK TRAVIS 


RUSTY MEDEARIS 


COLEMAN RUDOLPH 


ed 


DANA STUBBLEFIELD 


OL 
California 
6-2 

285 

Sr. 


NT 
Purdue 


DL 
Georgia Tech 
6-4 


267 
Sr. 
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backfield and secondary. The offensive and defensive lines are solid, although lack- 
ing proven depth, and the linebacking unit is among the quickest in the land. Yes, 
the Huskies are capable of repeating. 

Keys to Success: The emergence of a dominant defensive force and leader 
to replace defensive tackle Steve Emtman, as well as a big play performer at receiv- 
er to alleviate the pressure from a superb running game. 

Key Games: at Arizona State, Sept. 5; Nebraska, Sept. 19; Southern Cal, 
Oct. 3; California, Oct. 10; Stanford, Oct. it Washington State, Nov. 21. The 
Huskies play their toughest foes at home. However, the season opener at Arizona 
State and finale at Washington State could prove difficult. The latter has always 
proved a formidable foe and the Sun Devils, now with Bruce Snyder at the helm, 


have registered numerous upsets in Tempe. 


4.MIAMI 
MIAMI 


‘The Hurricanes have the nation’s best program, 
and arguably the game's best coach. However, because of 
{question marks in the offensive backfield and along the of- 
fensive front, the ‘Canes are denied the top spot. 
Quarterback Gino Torretta must prove he's a difference 
maker. The 'Canes po a group of receivers and defensive linemen which could 
prove tobe the school’ finest. Infact, the defensive line could be the best collegiate 
unit in memory. If the ‘Canes can answer the aforementioned questions positively, ex- 
pect their October 3 showdown with Florida State to decide which team will contend 
Notre Dame for the National Championship in the Fiesta Bowl on New Year's Day. 
Stability in the offensive line and consistent play in the secondary. 

‘ey Games: at Iowa, Sept. 5; Florida State, Oct. 3; at Penn State, Oct. 10; at 
Syracuse, Nov, 21; at San Diego State, Nov. 28. 


5.MICHIGAN 


‘The Wolveri nnually are afforded elite 
status in the preseason polls and rightfully so, their 
talent base is well-stocked, However, annually the 
Wolverines are among the nation’s most disappoint- 
ing teams in big games. Despite having the talent to 

be competitive, the Wolves were embarrassed against Florida State and Washington 
last season. Will 1992 finally be the year that this program lives up to billing? They 
have a superb starting lineup with excellent depth in the offensive backfield and at 
linebacker. 

Keys to Success: Proving themselves in the games that count and im- 
proved play in the secondary, 

Key Games: at Notre Dame, Sept. 12; lowa, Oct. 3; Michigan State, Oct. 10; 


at Ohio State, Nov. 21 
6.TEXAS A&M 


Simply stated the Aggies are afforded this lofty 
position because this program is superior to its confer- 
tested and are capable of beating their non-conference 

competition. This is not an overpowering team and may not be one of the six best 


ence competition. Coach R.C. Slocum and Co, should 
walk through the Southwest Conference without being 

in the country. However, an 11-0 regular season, considering the schedule, is a pos- 

sibility. 


Key to Success: Establishing consistency at quarterback along with im- 
provement along the defensive front. 
Key Games: at Louisiana State, Sept. 5; at Missouri, Sept. 19; at Texas, Nov, 26, 


7.GEORGIA 


Coach Ray Goff, after experiencing the valley of 
disappointment earlier, is about to enjoy the spoils of 
success. Many questioned whether Goff would succeed 
ry in Athens. That's no longer a point of contention, The 

new question is just how good are these ‘Dawgs? They 
boast the nation’s best one-two-punch in quarterback 
Eric Zeier to Andre Hastings, arguably the nation’s best 
receiver. The offensive line should be excellent and 
there's ample talent among the running backs, The defense, although lacking expe- 
rience, has a handful of big-play types. 

Keys to Success: The collective success of a handful of newcomers to bol- 
ster the defense. The ability to fill holes in secondary and at inside linebacker will 
determine if the Bulldogs are contenders or pretenders. 

Key Games: Tennessee, Sept. 12; Florida in Jacksonwille, Fla., Oct. 31; at 
Auburn, Nov, 14; Georgia Tech, Nov. 2 


8.ALABAMA 


‘The Crimson Tide will field a competitive starting 22 featuring all-purpose 
extraordinary David Palmer. Experience, schedule and Palmer are the reasons why 


as coordinator Jerry Sandusky 


Coach Gene Stallings has a shot at the national crown. 
‘The offensive and defensive fronts are superb. There is 
ample talent at the skilled-positions on both sides of the 
ball and there's Palmer. He has the ability to set the stan- 
dards by which others are rated. Yes, he's potentially bet- 
ter than Raghib Ismail and Desmond Howard. As is usu- 
ally the case, the schedule is soft, which lends to the 
Crimson Tide attaining this position. 

Key to Success: Quarterback Jay Barker is con- 
tinuing to improve. 
Key Games: at Tennessee, Oct. 17; at Mississippi State, Nov. 14; Aubum in 

6. 


Birmingham, Nov. 
9.UCLA 


How quickly times change. It was just three 
years ago when UCLA Coach Terry Donohue was being 
billed as the best in the business, Nowadays there's 
contemplation whether the game's passed him by. The 
Bruins lost quarterback Tommy Maddox because of 
\what he viewed to be an archaic offensive attack. The 
Bruins starting defensive unit is top notch as is the 
team's running backs and offensive front. However, the prospects for the passing 
game is as bleak as ever in Westwood. Despite the presence of Sean LaChapelle, 
considered the game's best by some, the Bruins passing attack will take flight as 
often as Braniff and Eastern, The schedule is favorable which should assure success. 

Key to Success: Developing a quarterback to pass to LaChapelle. 

Key Games: at Brigham Young, Sept. 19; San Diego State, Sep 
Stanford, Oct. 10; at California, Oct. 31; at Oregon, Nov. 14; Southern Cal, Nov. 21. 


10.PENN STATE 


Never underestimate Coach Joe Paterno and 

staff. This team is always among the best drilled in 
Prem GAA ir gave. The Nittany Lions wil be shut out ofthe 

New Year's bow! games because ofthe new bowl al 

liance and there is little doubt that Coach Paterno 
will constantly reinforce the fact that in order to capture the national crown, an 
undefeated regular season is mandatory The Nittany Lions possess one of the 
game's best kept secrets in all-purpose player 0.J. McDuffie, arguably the game's 
most underrated player. Combined with running back Richie Anderson, the Nittany 
Lions will afford the new signal-caller with big time weapons. Defensively, as long 
strolling the sidelines, opponents will have to bat- 


tle for every yard, 

Key to Success: Developing a consistent quarterback to lead a team with- 
out glaring weaknesses elsewhere, 

Key Games: at Rutgers, Oct. 3; Miami, Oct, 10; at Brigham Young, Oct 
at Notre Dame, Nov. 21, 


11.FLORIDA 


Yes, the Gators will be rated among the elite in 
many circles, However, question marks along the offensive 
front due to losses and the defensive front due to injuries 
are too significant to overlook, There are few teams with 
better skilled talent, but if Shane Matthews is eating turf 
much of the day, it will be negated. 

Complete recovery of several key defensive players from 
ebuilding of the offensive front wall. 

Key Games: at Tennessee, Sept. 19; Mississippi State, Oct. 1; Auburn, Oct. 
17; Georgia in Jacksonville, Fla., Oct. 31; at Florida State, Nov. 28. 


ama 12.SYRACUSE 


When Dick MacPherson departed, many assumed the 
downfall of this program was imminent. Coach Paul Pasqualoni 
and Co. quickly ended those sentiments by registering a 10-2 
season, This team has the talent to top that mark. Keep an eye 
on the Orangemen. 

Keys to Success: Improvement along the offensive line 
and replacing key losses in secondary. 
Key Games: Texas, Sept. 12; Ohio State, Sept. 19; at Boston College, Nov. 
14; Miami, Nov. 21. 


13.CLEMSON 


‘The Tigers will no longer dominate the Atlantic 
Coast Conference with the addition of Florida State, how- 
ever this program will remain among the nation’s best. As 
is the case annually, the lines are filled with bulky defen- 
sive linemen complimented by a wealth of skilled-position 
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talent on both sides of the ball. 
to Success: Performance of quarterbacks and progression of inexperi- 
enced offensive line. 

Key Games: Florida State, Sept. 12; at Georgia Tech, Sept. 26; at Virginia, 
at North Carolina State, Oct. 24; North Carolina, Nov. 7. | 


14. COLORADO 


a program continuing to move up- 
ward. In (ie Coach Bill McCartney is on the verge 
of building a dynasty. The lack ofa proven quarter- 
back is the sole reason the Buffaloes were denied 
Top 10 a ‘The defensive unit is among the na- 
five best. 

Key to Success: Improvement of offensive front and performance of quar- 
terback(s). 

Key Games: Iowa, Sept 
Nebraska, Oct. 31; at Kansas, 


15. NEBRASKA 


is a program spiraling downward quickly 
which may've found its savior. Coach Tom Osborne lured 
freshman quarterback Tommy Frazier to Lincoln to the 
dismay of Notre Dame. Frazier is reportedly the school's 
best prospect since Turner Gill, Enough said. 

Keys to Success: Improvement in trenches, most 
notably on the defensive side of the ball. Stability at quar- 
terback. 

Key Gam 
Oct. 31; Kansas, Nov. 7; at Oklahoma, Nov. 


stANFOR) 16.STANFORD 


This is a team capable of winning the national 
championship becuse of Coach Bil Walsh and a po- 


Oct. 


26; iz Missouri, Oct. 8; Oklahoma, Oct. 17; at 


: at Washington, Sept. 19; Colorado, 


31; Michigan, Nov. 


coming a dominant force defensively and improve- 
Southern Cal t California, Nov. 21, 
team mired by underachievers. Coach John Cooper | 
Keys to Success: Smith leading a potentially potent rushing attack. A quar- 
18.0KLAHOMA 
has ample talent to compete in average Big Eight confer- 
Key Games: at Texas Tech, Sept. 3; Southern Cal, Sept. 19; Texas in Dallas, 


ment in defensive front. | 
o 
will continue to search for the right chemistry to re- 
terback capable of being a difference maker and the defensive front seven playing 
As long as quarterback Cale Gundy is taking 
ence, 
Oct. 10; at Colorado, Oct. 17; at Kansas, Oct. 24; Nebraska, Nov 


posing starting 22. 

Key to Success: Linebacker Ron George be- 

Key Games: Texas A&M in the Disneyland 
Classic, Aug. 26; at Notre Dame, Oct. 3; at UCLA Oct. 10; at Washington, Oct. 31; 

The Buckeyes remain the nation’s enigma. 

There's no doubt about the talent. However, this is a 

tum this program to its elite status. A healthy and productive Robert Smith is 
mandatory if the Buckeyes are to make a trek to Pasadena on New Year's Day. 
up to potential. 

Key Games: at Syracuse, Sept.19; at Michigan State, Oct. 24; at Iowa, Oct. 
snaps, the Sooners will be a feared opponent. The team 
lacks the great skilled-position talent of past editions, but 

Keys to Success: Progression of talent among inexperienced personnel in 

defensive front seven and interior of the offensive line. 
19.CALIFORNIA 
The Golden Bears would finish atop the vast major- 


any conference. This team will be one of the best prepared 
in the game with Coach Keith Gilbertson, defensive coordi- 
nator Artie Gigantino and offensive coordinator Mike | 
Sheppard handling the tutoring. Running backs Russell 
White and Lindsey Chapman gives the Golden Bears the 
game's best one-two punch. 
Keys to Success: Performance of quarterbacks and defensive backs. 
Stability along the offensive line. 
Key Games: at Kansas, Sep! 


24; at Washington, Oct. 10; at Southern Cal, 


ity of Division I-A conferences, however the Pac-10 isn’t just | 


Oct. 17; UCLA, Oct. 31; at Arizona State, Nov. 14; Stanford, Nov. 21. 


20.AUBURN 


The Tigers are given respect based on per- 
formance over the last decade. The Tigers have a 
solid cast of players capable of redeeming last 
year's debacle. 

Keys to Success: Quarterback Stan White 
returning to form combined with a defensive unit 
which collectively underachieved 

Key Games: at Mi 


at Florida, Oct. 17; Georgia, Nov. 14; Alabama in Birmingham, 


21.MICHIGAN STATE 


Tf Coach George Perles decides to foc 

Kya rather than his personal career as an athletic director, the 

a Spartans will be a team to contend with. Offensively, quar- 
terback Jim Miller has more than enough weapons and de- 
fensively the Spartans will be as stingy as ever. 

Keys to Success: Improved play across the offen- 
sive front and consistent passing attack. 
Key Games: Notre Dame, Sent. 19: at Boston College, Sent. 26; at 


Michigan, Oct. 10; Ohi 
aA Repeat Joss of key personnel and a brutal 
-% 
makers”. 
Keys to Success: Steady performer at quar- 


schedule explains why the Hawkeyes were omitted 
from the Top 20. The Hawkeyes are thin at the 

terback and in the secondary. Development of quality depth throughout the squad 

because ofa demanding slate. 


skilled positions and are lacking the “difference 


5; at Colorado, Sept. 26; at Michigan, Oct. 3; at Illinois, Oct. 17; 


23.NORTH CAROLINA 
STATE 


Under the tutelage of Coach Dick Sheridan, the 
Wolfpack have become legitimate contenders for the 
Atlantic Coast Conference crown. This team is among the 
nation’s most disciplined and best drilled. The Wolfpack are 
eyed by an awesome offensive backfield and secondary. 

Keys to Success: Stability in the trenches and re- 


placement of key field leaders. 
Key Games: lowa in Kickoff Classic, Aug. 29; Florida State, Sept. 19; at North 
Carolina, Sept. 26; at Georgia Tech, Oct. 3; Clemson, Oct. 24; at Virginia, Nov.7. 


troyans 24,SOUTHERN 
CALIFORNIA 


The Trojans are led by a potent offensive at- 
tack. This is a key year for Coach Larry Smith who's 
in a must-win situation. 

Keys to Success: Finding a competent quar- 
terback and cutting down the number of big plays 
allowed defensively. 

: San Diego State, Sept 5; at Oklahoma, Se 
Washington, Oct. 3; California, Oct. 1 E 
7; at UCLA, Nov. 21; Notre Dame, Nov. 28. Without doubt the Trojans face the na- 
tion’s toughest schedule. Seven of the 11 opponents earned bowl bids last year and 
five must be contested on the road. 


25.MISSISSIPPI STATE 


Coach Jackie Sherrill proved last year that his mere 
presence on a campus assures respect. Respect we afford 
Coach Sherrill and his Bulldogs as a member of the presea- 
son Top 25. Some project this offense to be the best in the 
Southeastern Conference. 

Keys to Success: Consistent play by quarterback 
Sleepy Robinson and along the defensive line. 

y at Texas, Sept. 5; at Louisiana State, Sept. 12; Florida, Oct. 1; 
Auburn, Oct. 10; Alabama, Nov.14; Ole Miss, Nov. 28. Demanding schedule denies 
higher ranking for Bulldogs. 


Key Gam 
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QUARTERBACKS | 16. Sean Jackson lorida State 6-2 220 Jr. 

1. Drew Bledsoe Washington St. 6-5 2: icky Powers Michigan 60 208 Jr 

tic Zeier Georgia 62 2 latrone Means North Carolina 5-10230 Jr. 

Rick Mirer Notre Dame 6-2 2 . Tico Duckett Michigan State 5-10185 Sr. 

Shane Mathews Florida 63 1 . Jamal Willis righam Young 6-3 205 So. 
lenn Foley Boston College 6-2 2 — 

roy Kopp Pacific 62 2 

Marvin Graves Syracuse 61 1 

lvis Grbac Michigan 65 2 

9. Gino Torretia Miami 63 2 

] 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 


DANS 
POD 

Sr 
Swat 


I. anes 
Sr. | FULLBACKS 
I. | 1. Jerome Bettis lotte Dome 6-0 247 Ir 
2. Lorenzo Neal resno State 6-0 225 Sr 
3. Rudy Harris Clemson 63 235 Sr. 
4. Robert Strai aylor 61 240 Jr 
5. Steve McGuire — Miami 511206 Jr. 
6. Lorry Jones Miami 6-0 244 So. 
7. William Bel Georgia Tech 5-11206 Jr. 
8. Greg Manior . Carolina St. 6-2 2 
9. Burnie Legette Michigan 61 22 
0. Kenyon Rasheed Oklahoma  5-1022 
I. | 11. Matt Jones Washington 6-0 2 
2. 
3 
4 
A 
6 
7 
8 
) 
0. 


oN AO Rw 
a 


e 


10. Cale Gundy Oklchoma = 6+ 
11. Billy Joe Hobert Washington 6:3 
12. Shawn Jones Georgia Tech 6- 
13. Mark Brunell Washington 6-2 
14. Steve Stenstrom Stanford 6-2 


oo 


is 
SaAsSanSseanSasesSonsnannsrtss 


15. Leon Clay Texas Christian 6- 
16. David Lowery San Diego St. 6-0 


17. Phil Johnson Missouri 65 
18. Terry Jordan N. Carolina St. 6- 


jarivs Turner ©» Washington 6-0 2 


Ss .6S 
No 


] 

] 

8 

ij 

5 5 
19. Alex Von Pelt Pittsbur 6-2 225 Sr. . Lance Lewis Nebraska 6-0 225 Sr. 
20. Bryan Foray Rutgers 63 206 So. | . Efrain Cabrera ‘Temple 60 216 Sr. 
————_—— ——---— ———_ . Greg Zomal California 61 210 Sr. 
RUNNING BACKS . William Floyd lorida State 6-2 229 So. 
1. Marshall Faulk San Diego St. 5-10185 So. | . Chris Morton Oregon State 5-10220 So. 
2. Russell White California ~= «60 210 Sr. | . Carlos Thomas Vanderbilt + 5-10216 Sr. 
3. Estrus Crayton Southern Cal 6-2 190. Sr. | . Lew Montgomery lowa 60 212 Sr 
4. Greg Hill lexasA&M © 5-11206 So. | 20. Terry Samuels Kentucky 6-2 240 Sr. 

5, Robert Smith Ohio State 6-2 195 Jr. i ease — 

6. Calvin Jones lebraska 511205 So. WIDE RECEIVERS 

7. Richie Anderson Penn State 6-2 216 Jr. 1. Sean LaChapelle UCLA 64 207 Sr. 
8. Kevin Williams UCLA 6-1 200 Sr. 2. Horace Copeland Miami 63 200 Sr. 
9. Lindsey Chapman Colifornia 59 180 Jr 3. Andre Hastings Georgia 6-2 181 Jt 
10. Errict Rhett lorida 60 214 Jr 4. omar Thomas — Miami 63 170 Sr. 
11. Terry Kirby Virginia 63 217 Sr 5. Sean Dawkins California 6-4 205 Ir. 
12. Trevor Cobb ice 5-9 190 Sr. | 6. Melvin Bonner Baylor 63 205 St. 
13. Tyrone Wheatley Michigan 6-1 215 So. | 7. Michael Westbrook Colorado 63 205 So. 
14. Rafael Denson Oklahoma St. 5-8 165 So. | 8. Cloyton Driver — Enst Carolina 6-0 201 Sr. 
15. Derek Brown lebraska 5-9 180 Jr. 9. Victor Bailey Missouri 6-4 200 Sr. 
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0. Aaron Turner acific 511177 St. 
1. Daray Scott San Diego St. 6-3 185 So. 
2. Terry Smit Clemson 61197 Jr 
3. Johnnie Morton Souther Cal 6-0 195 Jr. 
4. Thomas Lewis — Indiona 6-2 190 Jn 
5. Phillip Bobo Washington St. 5-11179 Jr. 
6. Freddie Gilbert — Houston 59 174 Sr. 
7 
8 
9 
0. 


. Tre Everel lorida 59 175 St. 
. Danan Hughes — lowa 6-2 202 Sr. 
. Shelby Hil Syracuse 60 194 Jn 
20. Mark Szalachic Bowling Gr. St. 6-4 205 Sr. 
TIGHT ENDS 
1. Butch Williams Washington St. 6-3 233 St. 
2. Irv Smif Notre Dame 6-4 246 Sr. 
3. Marcus Pope Southern Miss 6-3 250 Sr. 
4. Fred Baxter Auburn 64 240 Sr. 
5. John Henry Mills Woke Forest 6-1 220 Sr. 
6. Todd Cutler New Mexico St.6-4 236 Sr. 
7. Chris Gedney Syracuse 65 231 Sr 
8. Marty Thompson Fresno State 6-4 231 Sr. 
9. W. Washington — Nebraska 6-2 260 Sr 
0. Mork Bruener Washington 6-5 230 So. 
1. Pat Akos Vanderbilt 6-5 255 Jr. 
2. Coleman Bell Miami 6-2 225 St. 
3. Joey Mickey Oklahoma == 6-5 269 Sr. 
4. Aaron Mundy Virginia 66 237 Jr 
5. Alan Cross lowa 64 225 Sr 
6. Mike Roan Wisconsin 6-3 235 So. 
7. Lonnie Johnson Florida State 6-2 224 Jr. 
8, Rob Coons ittsbugh 6-6 231 Sr. 
9. Ken Dilger llinois 65 243 So. 
20. Catlester Crumpler Eost Carolina 6-6 245 Jr. 
OFFENSIVE TACKLES 

1. lincoln Kennedy Washington 6-7 325 Sr. 
2. Vaughn Parker — UCLA 63 275 Ir. 
3. Everett Lindsay Mississippi 6-5 290 Sr. 
4. Tom Scott cast Carolina 6-7 338 Sr. 
5. Alan Kline Ohio State 6-7 290 Ir. 
6. Tony Boselli Southem Cal 6-7 275 So. 
7. Todd Steussie California. ~=— 6-6 300 Jr. 
8. Alec Millen Georgia 67 278 St. 
9. Craig Novitsky UCLA 6-6 276 Ir. 
10. Justin Hall lotte Dame 6-4 297 Sr. 
11. John James Missisippi State 6-3 294 Sr. 


Sean Dawkins of California is rated the # 5 wide receiver in the country. 
(CHS COVATTA 
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12. Greg Huntington Penn State 6-3 275 Sr. 7. Beno Bryant Washington 5-11178 Sr. 
13. Brad Hopkins Illinois 6-3 302 Sr. 8. Bo Campbell Virginia Tech 5-11184 Sr. 
14. Tre Johnson Temple 63 299 Jr. 9. Mill Coleman Michigan State 5-10172 So. 
15. Charlie Biggurs Texas Tech 6-4 277 Sr. | 10. George Coghill © Wake Forest 6-1 201 Sr. 
— — _§ 1]. Thomas Bailey Auburn 511195. So. 
OFFENSIVE GUARDS 12. Terry Voughn Arizona 5-8 170 Sr. 
]. Aaron Taylor Notre Dame 6-4 294 Jr. 13. Curtis Conway Southern Cal 6-2 180 Jr. 
2. Brian Cassidy Stanford 65 305 Sr. 14. Ryan Benjamin — Pacific 57 178 Sr. 
3. Jon Stevenson Alabama 6-4 285 So. 15. Tony James Mississippi St. 5-9 184 Sr. 
4, Will Shields Nebraska 6-1 305 Sr. SSE Le re 
5. Mark Govi Tulsa 65 273 St. | KICKERS/PUNTERS 
6. Joe Cocozzo Michigan 63 294 Sr. | 1. Dan Eichloff Kansas 61 215 Jn 
7. Mike Stowell Tennessee 6-2 290 Sr. 2. Craig Hentrich Notte Dame 6-1 197 Sr. 
8. Stacy Seegers Clemson 6-4 320 Jr. 8. Jason Elam lawaii 6-0 195 Sr. 
9. Chuck Belin Wisconsin 6:3 300 Sr. 4. Scott Sisson Georgia Tech 6-2 197 St. 
10. Fletcher Keister Oregon State 6-4 284 Sr. 5, Eric Lange ulsa 6-0 180 Sr. 
11. Bob Garman Washington St. 6-5 295 Sr. 6. Doug Brien California ~= 6-0 170 Jr. 
12. John Gerak Penn State 6-5 270 Sr. 7. Shayne Edge lorida 511170 So. 
13. Mike Bedosky Missouri 65 288 Jr. 8. Mitch Berger Colorado 63 215 Jt. 
14. Terrence Wisdom Syracuse 6-4 296 Sr. 9. John Biskup Syracuse 5-9 187 Sr. 
15. Jason Youngblood Houston 6-4 280 Sr. | 10. Louis Perez « CLA Pe MB Sie 
ee a2 t i ae MS. a2! zal 
CENTERS | DEFENSIVE ENDS 
1. Mike Devlin lowa 6:3 275 St. 1, Rusty Medearis Miami 63 245. Jr. 
2. Steve Everitt Michigan 65 270 Sr. Jarren Mickell Florida 6-4 276 Sr. 


in 
3. Randall Parsons North Carolina 6-3 270 Sr. 3, Sam Adams exasA&M 6-4 282 So. 
4, Mike Compton West Virginia 6-7 289 Sr. 4. Chris Slade Virginia 6-5 235 St. 
5. Toby Mills Arizona State 6-3 270 Jr. 5, Reggie Barnes Oklahoma 6-1 218 Sr. 
6 6 
7 7 
8 


. Jim Pyne Virginia Tech 6-2 257 Jr. . Andy Mason Washington 6-2 238 Jr. 
~ Quentin Neujahr Kansas State 6-4 270 Jr. . John Copeland Alabama 6-4 268 Sr. 
fo 


. Travis Broadbent Rutgers 6-2 280. Sr. . Dan Williams ledo 6-4 275 St. 
9. Turk McDonald — Texas 6-4 274 St. 9. Jason Gildon Oklahoma St. 6-4 220 Jr. 
10. Aron Gideon CLA 61 262 St. 10. Mike Chalenski UCLA 6-5 260 St. 
11. Chris Dausin exasA&M = 6-4 263 Jr. | 11. Eric Curry Nobama = 66 265 Sr. 
12. Glen Cavanaugh Stanford 67 295 Ir. | 12. JeffCummins Oregon 6-6 260 Sr. 
13. Jim Nevelle Washington 6:2 265 Jr. | 18. Romeo Bandison Oregon 65 272 Jn 
14. Nick Tommer San Jose State 6-2 254 Sr. | 14. Shante Carver Arizona State 6-5 229 Jr. 
15. Scott Armbrust  lowa State 6-3 272 Sr. 15. Chidi Ahanotu clifornia == 6-2 270 Sr. 

ALL-PURPOSE PLAYERS DEFENSIVE TACKLES 

. David Palmer Alabama 59 170 So. 1. Coleman Rudolph Georgia Tech 6-4 267 Sr. 
2. 0.J. McDuffie enn State —5-10185 Sr. 2. Mack Travis California 6-2 285 Sr. 
3. Kevin Williams Miami 5-9 185 Jr 3 Dona Stubblefield Kansas 6-3 280 Sr. 

. Qadry Ismail Syracuse 6-0 192 Sr 4. Mork Caesar Miami 6-2 290 Sr. 
5. Glyn Milburn Stanford 5975 St. 5. Leonard Renffo Colorado 6-4 270 Jt. 
6. Chuck Levy Arizona 6-0 197 So. 6. Thomas Williams Wyoming 64 290 Jr 
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ing, 
less YOU 


you train smart, you 


‘OR : can get faster. 
"The Strength Shoe has given us Satisfaction Guaranteed) 
an innovative means of increas- 
ing many of our Beer Pa D | 
“yea evel unen oats eRe SS 1-800-451-JUMP 
lower leg flexibility." 
Steve Watterson $109.95 Each system plus 
Professional football coach Shipping & Handling 
- Houston, Texas UNDY'S92 

7. Lov Benfatti Penn State 63 270 Jr. INSIDE LINEBACKERS 

8. Gilbert Brown Kansas 6-2 305 Sr. ]. MorvinJones Florida State 6-2 220 Jr. 

9. Chuckie Johnson Auburn 63 280 Sr. | 2. David Hoffman Washington 6-2 225 Sr. 

10. Rick Lyle Missouri 66 270 Jr. | 3. Steve Tovar io State 6-4 240. Sr. 

11. Bryant Young Note Dame 6-3 271 Sr. | 4. *Dan Conley Syracuse 6-2 229 Ir. 

12. Ty Parten Arizona 6-6 271 St. 5. Greg Biekert Colorado 63 230 Sr. 

13. Tim Cromartie Auburn 6-2 269 St. 6. Micheal Barrow — Miami 6-2 230. Sr. 

14. Tyoka Jackson Penn State 6:2 250 Sr. 7. Tommy Thigpen North Carolina 6-2 230 Sr. 

15. Bob Kuberski Navy 6-5 283 Sr. 8. Carlton Miles ‘Florida 61 237 St. 
bmn = oo 9. Demetrius DuBose Notte Dame 6-2 234 Sr. 
NOSE TACKLES 10. Mick Barsola California. ~=6-2 230. Sr. 

1. Jeff Zgonina Purdue 62 284 Sr. 11. Amold Ale CLA 63 220 Sr. 

2. Kevin Mitchell Syracuse 61 247 Ir. 12. Jerrott Willord California. ~=«6-2 225 So. 

3. Jeff Brunner Colorado 6-2 255 Jr 13. Hillary Butler Washington 6:2 225 Jr, 

4. Brentson Buckner Clemson 63 305 Jr. 14. James Willis Auburn 63 231 Jr 

5. Chris Hobbs Memphis State 6-2 225 Sr. 15. Jason Atkinson TexasA&M 6-3 234 Sr. 

6. Ricky Logo N. Corolina St. 6-0 282 Sr. * Conley may see action at outside linebacker. 

7. Kevin Battle Georgia Tech 6-5 295 Sr. lars ee 

8. Bruce Walker UCLA 6-4 280 Jr. | QUTSIDE LINEBACKERS 

9. Greg Smith Ohio State 6-2 250 Sr. 1, Marcus Buckley TexasA&M 6-1 225 Sr. 

10. Zack Rix Fresno State 6-1 255 Sr. 2. Chad Brown Colorado 63 230 Sr. 

3. Sterling Palmer Florida State 6:7 242 Jr. 
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‘TOP 20° “TOP 20° FOOTBALL CHALLENGE 


ASeasonFullofFunforJust$19.95 


You pick the team, you make the trades. With $31,400.00 in prizes and over 17 weeks of exciting football 
action, you will have plenty of chances to win. If you make all the right moves you will be our $10,000.00 
Grand Prize winner. Of course, everyone in the "Top 20° at the end of the season will be a winner, 


For just $19.95 for one team or $49.95 for three teams, you receive four personalized monthly 
updates, trading details and access to our "Top 20° Football Challenge hotline. For multiple entries, simply take 
photocopies of the oficial entry ballot. Don't delay, all entries must be received by Friday, September 4, 1992. 


$31,400.00 is guaranteed to be awarded regardless of the number of entries received. 


CALLING THE PLAYS 


The Game That Puts You In The Hudtol 


1. Pick Your Team 3. Top 20 Scoring System 
Select ONE (1) player from each of the 11 groups listed on Quarterbacks 
the entry form. Base your selection on which player you Yards Passing - 1 point for every 3 yards 
believe will lead his group in "Top 20" Football Challenge Yards Rushing = 1 point for every yard 
points during the 1992 regular season. Contestants with the TDPassesThrown -  60points each 
highest point totals based on their best 14 weeks will be the TD's Scored -  60points each 
grand prize winners (ie. your lowest 3 weekly point totals will 
not be included in your score). Running Backs/Receivers 
Yards Rushing - 1 point for every yard 
YardsReceiving  - _—_1 point for every yard 
TD's Scored ~  60points each 


2. Four Personalized Team Updates 


Place Kickers 

For each entry you submit, you will receive 4 personalized Field Goals -  30points each 
team updates throughout the season. Your first update is Converts = 10points each 

key! It will provide you with; confirmation of your original 

player selections, trading details, complete contest rules and NOTE: This is the only way for players at these 
your unique security code needed for accessing the trading positions to score points, 

hotline, 


$31,400.00 IN GUARANTEED PRIZES! 


5. "Top 20" Football Challenge Hotline 
(NOT a 1-900 line) 


Call the "Top 20" Football Challenge hotline to trade and to obtain 
your weekly point total and rank in the contest. The hotline will be 
‘open 7 days a week from 10:00 am to 10:00 p.m, (EST) starting 
‘September 23, 1992 and running through to January 8, 1993. 


Note: Long distance charges will apply. A typical 
trading or inquiry call will take from 1 to 3 
minutes. 


4. Trading Starts September 23, 1992 


During the first 3 weeks of "Top 20" Football Challenge, entries 
are processed and the first mailing is sent. Your first update will 
include your unique security code required for trading. Your first 
chance to alter your roster will come in week #4. 


Trading Details 

. Trades can be made using a true touch tone phone. 

. Official trading period: September 23 - December 18, 1992. 
You will be allowed to trade 4 times. 

You can change up to 3 players during each trade. 


Ps ipteles Hels deg deen SCORE BIG WITH 
another player from the same Group (see Group 01 to Gua NTEED PRIZES 
Group 11 on entry form). 

f. You will receive the points a player is credited with while he 


is on your roster. 
g. You can re-acquire players dropped in previous trades. 


g@aocp 


Cash prizes will be awarded to the "Top 20" 
scoring contestants at season's end. 


ist - $10,000.00 


wacaeal 2nd - $7,500.00 
3rd - $5,000.00 
IMRee 4th - $3,000.00 
ES ten Thousand —— 5th - $1,000.00 
_$ Hansok— 9 6th-10th_ - $500.00 
en pq an eq aq 008500055555) 11th-20th_ - $100.00 


WEEKLY 


Starting with games played September 27, the 
PRIZES: _ top scoring team for the week will win $100.00. 


Select ONE (1) player from each group below. Indicate your selection with an "X". 
NOTE: TOTAL POINTS are based on 1991 statistics using the "TOP 20° FOOTBALL CHALLENGE scoring system. 
Vesouro: TEAM GP YARDS TD YARDS TOS TOTAL] GROUP? TEAM GP YAROS TO YARDS TOS TOTAL 
[quantenaacks PASS PASS RUSH POINTS| QUARTERBACKS PASS PASS RUSH POINTS: 
10] skely BUF 15 34a 934511590 | 1) Taken DAL 12 2754 11 5188S 
20] D.Maino MIA 16 9970 25 32 1 1511 | 20) JEway DEN 16 9253 13 258 6 1456 
30 C.Miller ATL 15 3103-26 o 1419 | 3) J. Everett av 16 343811 44 oO 1256 
41 W.Moon HOU 16 4690 23 68 2 1781 | 4) J.Harbaugh CHI 16 3121 15 338 2 1480 
5) M.Rypien WAS 16 3564 28 6 1 1368 | 5 C) B Kosar CLE 16 (348718 74 ° 1344 
GROUP 03 TEAM GP YARDS YARDS TD'S TOTAL GROUP 04 TEAM GP YARDS YARDS TDS TOTAL 
RUNNING BACKS BUSH _ REC. POINTS. RUNNING BACKS BUSH _ REC. POINTS. 
1 CI NAnderson CH 13 747 368-9 1169 1D E Byer WAS 16 108 308 51086 
20] RHampton NYG 16 1059 283 10 1402 20) RDepino LA 16 688 617 101385 
31 B Senders DET 15 1548 307 17 1957 30 RHtamon sD 16 544 555 21111 
4CESmih DAL 16 1563 258 13 1099 42 COkwye KC 14 1051 34 609 1119 
SCT Thomas BUF 15 1407 631 12_2110 50) Ji Willams SEA 16 741499 51270 
| Grou os TEAM GP YARDS YARDS TD'S TOTAL GROUP 06 TEAM GP YARDS YARDS TD'S TOTAL 
|_-funnins ences RUSH _ REC. POINTS. RECEIVERS REC. RUSH POINTS 
10 R.Cobb TR 16 7520117 805, 10 G.Ciak WAS 16 1340 0 10 1400 
| 20 mHoge prt 16 610 «379 «3107 20 Minin DAL 16 1523 «0008 (1571 
SOK Mack CLE 14 726 255 10 1081 3 HJefiies HOU 16 1181 0 7 1223 
1 40 Crises NE 16 959 et 3 toes SARs Bur 16 113° 196 10 1000 
[SEI HWaker MIN 15 625 206 101089 SC sRico SF 161205 = 2141202 
7 GROUP 07 ‘TEAM GP YARDS YARDS TD'S TOTAL GROUP 08 TEAM GP YARDS YARDS TD'S TOTAL 
RECEIVERS REC. RUSH POINTS RECEIVERS REC. RUSH POINTS 
| 1Gmcuyon “wiA 16 1053 0 12 1125 10 B.Bades SEA 14 1003 17 2 10469 
2C) Hela LA 16 1052 «031070 20) Mduer MIA 16 1085 0 5 1115 
| ston Bur 1s tore 0 8 1100 SO Leva NE 15 101131048 
40 AMonk = WAS 16 1019 19 8 1116 40] RMore NYS 16 987 0 5 1017 
SCIARison ATL 16 975 0 12 1048 SC stayor SF 16 1011081065, 
GROUP 09 TEAM GP YARDS YARDS TD'S TOTAL GROUP 10 TEAM GP YARDS YARDS TD'S TOTAL 
RECEIVERS REC. RUSH POINTS RECEIVERS REC. RUSH POINTS 
1C)c.caner MIN 15 962 0 5 92 10] FBamet PH 15 948 0 4 972 
20) EGiens HOU 16 996 30 5 1056 20 B.Brooks IND 16 88 0 4 (912 
3] Edones PHO 15 957 24 4 1005 30 W.devs cH 15 95 0 6 981 
40] S Shape G8 16 961 4 4 969 400 W.Staughter CLE 16 906 0 3 924 
SCI FTumer NO 16 927 0 8 975 SCI AToon NY 15 963 0 068 
‘GROUP 11 TEAM GP FIELD CONV. TOTAL This contest is designed and operated by SportsMark Inc.- 
PLACE KICKER: GOALS Poms: North America's largest sports contest operators. Since 
4 eS . steal! wr ae a = ee 1986 SportsMark has operated more than 150 similar sports 
3 Nlowery KC 16 2 936 1100 contests for 42 major newspapers. 
41 P. StoyanovichMIA 14 31281210 . E 
L sO kwie oa is 27 __7_ti00, Entries must be received by Friday, September 4, 1992. 
1 Mr. | | T 
2 Mrs. u 
30 ]Ms. SURNAME: FIRST NAME MIDDLE INITIAL 
V address [J 
City/State 
Zip Code: Home Tel: = = 
My inetd ol pavmienhl a Gheceorne Thave included: ___ $19.95 for 1 team, 
ped om i i ‘or __ $49.95 for3 teams. 
(1 Check /money order made payable to: 
‘SportsMark Inc. Credit Card No.. 
| Chargemy ( )Visa (  ) MasterCard Expiration Date_ Signature. 
Mail or courier your completed entry and payment to: Foc intemal Use; 
"TOP 20" FOOTBALL CHALLENGE, 2807 Barranca Parkway, Irvine, CA 92714-5114 DD 


If you have any questions call our toll-free number starting August 3, 1992. 


Call 1-800-268-3888 (U.S. & Canada) weekdays from 10:30 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. E.S.T. 
Due to publishing deadlines, the player entry form may not reflect recent player developments. 


THE RULE BOOK 


. The contest is open to anyone 18 years of age or older except employees of 


SportsMark Inc., and members of their immediate families. 
All entries must be received no later than September 4th, 1992. 
“Top 20° Football Challenge is for the regular season only. 


fa player is traded to another team, his point total will still be included. Ifa player 


is released, retired or injured, no compensation will be made. 


Ifyou wish to receive the four personalized team updates and your security code 
required for trading and inquiries, you must include payment your with entry(s).. 


Prizes must be accepted as awarded. 


Ifa tie occurs in the weekly category, the prize will be awarded to the contestant 


with the higher overall rank in the contest. 


8. Ifa tie occurs at seasons end, prize money will be split equally. 


9. “Top 20" Football Challenge is not affiliated with the National Footballl League, 
10. No purchase necessary. If you wish to participate, void of all services, send a 


‘self-addressed stamped envelope to FOOTBALL CHALLENGE, 2807 


requests must be received by August 19th, 1992, 

11. Invalid credit card numbers and uncashable checks will result in 
disqualification. 

12. Void where prohibited by law. 

13. The decision of the judges is final. 


Barranca Parkway, Irvine, CA 92714-5114 to receive your one time selections 
ballot and a copy of the official contest rules. One request per person. All 


4. Ron George Stanford 6-2 220 Sr. 
5. Jaime Fields Washington 6-0 230 Sr. 
6. Darrin Smith = Miami 61 228 St. 
7. Tyler Lawrence —N. Carolina St. 6-3 224 Jr. 
8. Mitch Davis Georgia 63 237 Jr 
9. Reggie Givens Penn State 60 218 Sr. 
10. Jessie Armstead — Miami 62 218 Sr. 
11. Jason Simmons Ohio State 6-5 240 Ir. 
12. Ashley Sheppard Clemson 65 254 Sr. 


13. Ron Woolfork Colorado 63 235 Jr 
14. Shawn Williams Rutgers 6-2 247 St. 
15. Jerry Dillon cast Carolina §=6-4 215 Sr. 
CORNERBACKS 
1. Carlton Gray CLA 6-0 183 Sr. 
2. Ryan McNeil = Miami 6-2 188 Sr. 
3. Walter Bailey Washington 5-11190 Sr. 
4. Tom Carter Notre Dome 5-11184 Jr. 
5. Deon Figures Colorado 61 195. Sr. 
6. Jimmy Young urdue 511188. Jr. 
7. Sebastian Savage N. Carolina St. 5-11188 Sr. 
8. Kevin Miniefield Arizona State 5-9 177 Sr. 
9. Carlton McDonald Air Force 60 185 Sr. 
10. Antonio Langham Alabama 6-1 166 Jr 
11. Clifton Abraham Florida State 5-9 185 So. 
12. Fred Smith Auburn 5-9 186 So. 
13 Lory Kennedy Florida 5-10180 So. 
14. D. Washington N. Corolina St. 6-0 183 Jr. 


15. Derek Bochna Penn State  5-10188 Jr. 


SAFETIES 
1. Greg Grandison East Carolina 6-2 218 
2. Eric Castle Oregon 63 208 
3. Robert O'Neal Clemson 6-2 185 
4. RogerHarper Ohio State 6-4 225 
5. Patrick Bates fexasA&M © 6-4 225 
6. Mike Reid N. Carolina St. 6-2 219 Jr. 
if 2 
8 7 
4 
2 
5 
4 


. Shane Pahukoa Washington 6-3 2 
. George Teague Alabama 60 
9. Malik Jackson Rutgers 6-1 22: 
10. Tommie Smith — Washington 6-2 2 
11. Othello Henderson UCLA 61 2 
12. Lonce Gunn Texas 63 2 
13. Tracy Saul Texas Tech 6-0 180 Sr. 
14. Will White Florida 6-1 199 Sr. 
15. ScottHarmon Oklahoma St. 5-8 190 Jr. 


Tommy Thigpen of the University of North Carolina is rated # 7 at inside linebacker. 


JEFF ASHEN 


1992 


Make your opinion 


te football 
worth something. 


Now you can show the worldhow _ vote for your favorites between 
much you know about college football | September 25—November 1. The 


by voting for the Exxon Southwest winning team will be announced on 
Conference Supreme Team. And November 21. 
Exxon will contribute significant What’s more there will be other 
scholarship funding to the member exciting Supreme Team offers for 
schools of the conference. fans at participating Exxon stations. 

Nominees for the best players and Last year, the Exxon Supreme 
coaches of the Southwest Conference Team was enthusiastically supported 
will be listed on the official Exxon by thousands of fans. So visit your 
Supreme Team ballot. Simply drive Exxon station, fill up with 

into your nearest Exxon Supreme gasoline 


participating Exxon —_ and vote for the Exxon 
station and Supreme Team. 


EXON 


Ryo te lger 


© 1992 Exxon Corp. See participating retailers for details. Void where prohibited. S240 
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TEXAS 


LONGHORNS 


You Migut Nor Recoanize TEXAS 


By Mark WanGRIN 
It's spring of 1992, 


and the man occupy- 
ing the spacious oak- 
paneled office on the 


second floor of 
Bellmont Hall is four months into his new 
job. Six boxes of personal effects are still hid- 
ing on the other side of the double cabinet 
doors behind John Mackovic's desk. 

Six boxes that will have to wait. 
Before the newly anointed University of 
Texas football savior can put everything in 
its place in his office, he has a football 
team that demands the same attention, 

“We have to play games,” Mackovic 
says when asked how long it will take to 
install his pro-style offense at Texas, “My 
idea of being in place is when we call a 
play and the players don’t have to think 
about it. 

“This offense we can’t get totally in- 
stalled for two years,” 

‘Two years can be a long time. 

‘Two years can be a short time. 

It depends on your point of view, 

Ask David McWilliams about that 
some time. In two years, the former Texas 
center-linebacker went from a must-win 
season to a nearly all-win season to what 
was ultimately a no-win season last year. 

With a 10-1 regular season in 1991, 
marred only by a loss to eventual national 
champion Colorado, McWilliams seeming- 
ly had bounced back from a two-straight 
losing seasons and accomplished what 
Orangebloods across the state had been 
patiently waiting for since the Longhorns 
last went to the Cotton Bowl in 1983. 

A blowout loss to Miami in the 1991 
Cotton Bowl notwithstanding, the 
Longhorns were back atop the Southwest 
Conference and McWilliams was rewarded 
with a five-year contract. 

Senior Lance Gunn will be the leader of the 1992 
version of the Longhorns defense. 
orn ynuiauson 


Eleven months later, he and and the 
Longhorns were riding out a 5-6 season 
and McWilliams was getting new business. 
cards printed, 

In came Mackovic, the 48-year-old 
former Wake Forest quarterback who 
comes to Austin from Champaign, Ill., 
where he led the University of Illinois to a 
30-15-1 record and four bowl berths in as 
many seasons, 

Asked if he’s comfortable with such 
unpredictable changes of fortune, 
Mackovic has an answer, 

“Do T look uncomfortable?” 

He's leaning back in a generously 
padded chair, his voice serious but uncon- 
taminated with concern, If he is uncom- 


fortable, he isn’t showing it. 

“Where in college football is anyone 
uncomfortable where they can have great 
results?” he says, Then he adds, “There are 
no comfortable positions,” 

Coming out of spring drills, there 
were few comfortable positions on the 
Longhorns two-deep. In fact, there wasn’t 
an official two-deep. 

“You can't measure talent unless 
you play someone,” Mackovic says. “We 
won't have a good idea until we're into the 
season.” 

‘There’s little doubt as to what talent 
the Longhorns won't have this year. Gone 
are three-quarters of their oft-honored 
front four, two starting linebackers and 
their most experienced cornerback. 

Offensively the loss isn’t as great, 
four starters gone, but last season's offense 
didn’t exactly scintillate, partly because of 
the starters it had to try to replace. 

“A lot of people didn’t realize how 
much talent we lost,” says quarterback 
Peter Gardere. 

Gardere certainly did. Without 
Keith and Kerry Cash and Johnny Walker 
to throw to, Gardere and the offense strug- 
gled. Coupled with an ankle injury that 
limited running back Butch Hadnot to 
only 109 carries, the Texas offense aver- 
aged only 17.7 points a game. Gardere 
threw 12 interceptions, was sacked 31 
times, and found himself being lifted in 
eight games in favor of backup Jimmy 
Saxton. 

Saxton is now at safety, but that 
doesn’t mean Gardere doesn’t have to keep 
looking over his shoulder. Shea Morenz, 
rated by many recruiting experts as the 
top prep quarterback in the nation last 
season, is expected to give Gardere a run 
for the starting job. 

“T feel like I’m starting all over 
again,” Gardere says, “but I feel like I'm 
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SPRING ROSTER 


LonGHOoRNS OFFENSE 


No. Name Pos. Class Ht. Wt. Hometown No. Name Pos. Class Ht. Wt. Hometown Number Quarterback 
40 Comy Adams Pdr. 6-0 208 Sugar Land 46 Jon Hunter DB So. 5-11 178 Flower Mound Pater Garderet Senior 
74 Sam Adams 0G St 6-7 295 Baytown 9 Eric Jackson RB ‘So. 5-10 170 Corpus Christi Chad Lucas Sophomore 
38 James Arnold 0B Jr. 6-0 180 Houston 61 MichaelJohn —OL__‘So._5-11 253 Houston Number — Running Back 
49 Ted Barnhill K Jr 6-2 202 Brenham 87 Darriel Johnson TE Fr. 6-2 221 Richwood Phil Brown” Junior 
77 Tim Barron OT _Fr._6-5_285 McKinney 30 DamonJones WR So, 5-6 140 Beaumont Adrian Walker Senior 
85 David Bearden TE Sr.__6-2 230 Katy 80 TrentKelley WR Jt. 5-11 175 Humble Number Running Back 
28 Joey Bonds _DB_So, 6-2 186 San Angelo 33__JuanKemp RB So. 5-11 190 Cypress 2 
are Hi 
71 Jay Boulware DE Fr. 6-4 250 Irving 23° Richard King RB Fr. 5-8 170 Lutkin a Hate ue 
58 Jeff Boyd OG Sr 6-4 280, FL. Worth 96 James Lane OT dr._6-3 278 Dallas esa W o 
‘94 Mike Breslin TE So. 6-3 245 Plano 61 Doug Livingston LB $0, 6-3 225 Dallas Number Split End 
78 Blake Brockermeyer OT Fr._6:6 270 Ft Worth 11 Chad Lucas OB So, 6-2 215 Kaly Darrick Duke” Senior 
‘947 Phi Brodkin KF, 61167 Miami FL 65 Alan Luther OT Sr. 6-4 262 Houston Justin McLemore Sophomore 
PU ae eRe 31 Richard MacDonald QB” So. S11 170 Azle SG Number 
247 Marwin Brown . 6-2 194 Dallas 89 Kelly McClanahan P St. 6-2 216 Houston Kenn = 
. wy Neal Junior 
i Ri 111 
ca Fri sro i z Pal oA gommerce 55 TurkMcDonald C Sr 6-4 274 DeSoto Brian Howard Sophomore 
pie ae) BUDE IG OeeAOE STE 22 Justin MoLemore WR So. 6-1 177 Waxahachie 7 
95 Dominic Bustamante DT Fr. 6-6 268 Corpus Christi SOR UMaTNAWiaTe IE eae TOUZ IG AISh Number Tight End 
91 Justin Caldwell TE Jt 6:6 215 Houston 31 Drew Meyer WR So. 6-0 175 Somenvile a1 ‘Jason Burleson Senior 
Na os ete Vee eNO 84 Ronald Miller WR Jr. 6-3. 175 Weslaco 89 Jimmy Hakes Sophomore 
2) Gray Gavness_D6_St._-10 Sugar and 6 KennyNeal WR Jt. 6-3 198. Memphis, TN Number Left Tackle Year 
im Crain amc ufkin 
4 Cr Pal WR Jt, 6-4 190 Austit 
37 Gerald Crawiord RB Jr 6-2 218 Sherman Heute UIE ae wstin 67 Troy Riemer ‘Junior 
42 Anthony Curl LB Sr__6-3_204 Houston OSM ie a 2 70 osietilips Freshman 
ihe x Pr K Se 510170 Ce 
86 Kevin Daniels WR So. 5-8 164 Cedar Hill = aaa Ce Number Left Guard Year 
2 Mike Davis WR dt 6-0 173 Kemper Tee Se Pasa 74 ‘Sam Adams ‘Senior 
22 Craig Dickey -K —_Jt._‘5-7_162, Austin Dae oa Be 66 AonnIEInOre! Freshman 
48 Darrick Duke WR Sr. 6-2 204 Houston : aime lagu Resves TE Fr @-4 198. Austin ‘Number Center Year 
G4 _JelfEchols LB So. 5-10 195 Converse 
68 Trent Elliott 0G So. 63 267 Conroe == 41 John Reininger  P So. 6-2 180 Harlingen 55 Turk McDonald Senior. 
ey El =e enc cSrea TUE &7_TroyRiemer OT —J._-G-6 273 Round Rock | | 59 Tim Crain Freshman 
66 John Eimore OG Fr. 65 268. Sherman 7a Shane nk De 2a evn Number Right Guard Year 
26. Wiha Espa RB F.§-11 200" Ale 45; BoRtinson SDE Ts 8.690255 enon m TEED = 
80 JimBob Evans LB Ft. 6-2 220 Liberly Zam Sepie ss oe Bie 68 Trent Elliot ‘Sophomore 
30 Jon Feick DE S064 Austin 14 Jimmy Saxton 0B Jr. 6-3 190 Austin SERS 3 
15 Greg Felux 08 So. 61175 Poth 3 Shad Shafie DE Jr. -6-3 218 Smithville umber Right Tact ar 
8 Jack Fennell OB So. 5-10 170. San Antonio 72 Mark Smith OT dr. 6-6 288 Richardson 65 ‘Alan Luther’ Senior 
62 Paul Flinn 1B Sr. 6-0 230 Sugar Land 46 Beau Stephens P Fr._5-11 172 Dallas 78 Blake Brockermeyer Freshman 
48 Shane Foster WA Jr. 5-11 171 Plugervlle 35 Josh Summer DB So. 5-9 185 Odessa 
7 Wilor Frazier 08 $0, 60170. Corpus Christ 93 Reid Swanson DE Fr. 6-4 213 San Antonio LONGHORNS DEFENSE 
23 Todd Gage 0B Sr._5-10 160 Austin a peat Sted Ls Es ee an nm Habra. GA Ee 
10 PeterGardere QB Sr 6-0 189 Houston intred Tubbs [a airfiel 
17 Willie Mack Garza DB Sr._5-9_ 173. Refugio 49 Duane Vacek LB Fr. 6-328 Irving Nampher Le Bee Year 
83 Daniel Gonzalez WR So. 5-6 140 Paris 87 Brian Vasek oT Fr. 6-5 243 Smithville 45. Bo Robinson’ Senior 
46 LanceGunn ‘OB Sr. 6-3 214 Houston ~ | 36 Adrian Walker = RB Sr. 5-11 196 Tyler 49 Duane Vacek Freshman 
§  ButchHadnot RB Jr, 6-0 214 Kirbyville 24 Rodrick Walker RB So, 5-10 191 Irving Number — Left End Year 
89 Jimmy Hakes TE So. 6-4 235 Kerrville 1__Norman Watkins LB So. 6-3 215 Irving 94 Todd Hunt Senior 
97 Charles Harrison LB So. 6-2 212 San Antonio 47 Kevin Watler LB Je 6-3 211 Houston 
73 Shane Rink Freshman 
32__ Scooter Hesseltine OB So. 6-1 180 Refugio 26 Pascal Watty 0B Je §-10 174 Baytown ‘Numb Right Tackle Year 
51 WadeHolman LB So. 6-4 197 Luling 98 Kelton Wright DT —_Fr._§-11 255 Houston nner: u 
19 Brian Howard WR So. 6-0 185 Round Rook 54 ToddYeaman DT Jt. 6-5 281 FL. Worth 96 James Lane Junior 
‘94 Todd Hunt oT Sr. 6-3 282 Richardson 13 Jason Ziegler QB/K So, 5-11 195 McKinney 54 Todd Yeaman Junior 
Number Right End Year 
LoNGHORNS STATISTICS 1 Norman Watkins" Sophomore 
83 Shad Shafie Junior 
ee 
Number Strongside Linebacker Year 
PASSING TACKLES 40 Robert Reed ‘Freshman 
Name Att Comp Yards Pet Int Curl (108), Padgett (87), 47 Kevin Watler Junior 
Gardere 228 114 1390 500 5 12 Powell (76), Dronett (72), Patton (69), Number Middle Linebacker Year 
5 aa 44 Winfred Tubbs Junior 
Saxton 3514215400 18 eter (Ga NBopInsOnGe) a Chris Rapp aT 
RUSHING Number Weakside Linebacker Year 
SE INTERCEPTIONS TT 
Gunn (5), Berry (3), Cavness (3), Curl (2), m : =e — 
ar 
Hadnot joo 501 46 «682 3 Padgett (1), Powell (1), Garza (1) me att ES i a 
Brown 83 420) 5.4 55 3 Bae wi 
26 Pascal Watty Junior 
Walker i ee ee % - Number Cornerback Year 
RECEIVING Coach: John Mackovic 2 Grady Caves" Senior 
First year; 44-36-1 overall, 7 years 2 Vues Suiits! 
wane LEN Ii i y v Number Strong Safety Year 
Duke 35 497 142 39 3 1991 Record: 4-4/T 5th; 5-6 overall 16 Lance Gunn” ‘Senior 
F 14 Jimmy Saxton Junior 
Neal 25 372 (149 «(390 Stadium: Memorial (80,000) Number Free Safely eae 
wid CUE ACTS WE Lettermen Returning: 46 1 Wille Mack Garza" Senior 
McLemore 1113412228 14 simmy Saxton Junior 
* Denotes returning starters. 
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going in with experience.” 

And some experienced receivers, for 
a change. Wide receivers Darrick Duke, 
Brian Howard, Justin McLemore, Kenny 
Neal and Cosmo Palmieri all saw action 
last year. Duke and Neal are the returning 
starters. And the Longhorns just may have 
recruited themselves faster versions of 
Walker and the Cashes with Mike Adams 
of Arlington Sam Houston and 6-foot-5- 
inch bookends Lovell Pinkney of 
Washington, D.C., Anacostia High and 
Matt Davis of Fort Worth Brewer. 

With the Longhorns occassional- 
ly going to a predominantly one-back 
set, there will be plenty of three-receiv- 
er and two- and three-tight end sets. 

There will also be a chance for 
some forgotten players to get involved 
in the passing game. 

‘The running backs. 

Last year the Texas running 
backs caught a grand total of 26 passes, 
Illinois’ fullback, Kameno Bell, caught 
60 by himself last year in Mackovic's of- 
fense. 

Among the backs, Phil Brown: 
and Rodrick Walker caught on quickest 
to the new offense, but junior Butch 
Hadnot will likely find a way onto the 
field even if his pass-catching skills 
don't fully develop. Senior Adrian 
Walker and Michigan transfer Juan 
Kemp, who was slowed by a hamstring 
injury in the spring, should also figure 
ina backfield that figures to get crowd- 
ed with talent. 

Much-traveled Jason Burleson, 
who's also had stints at quarterback 
and linebacker in his Texas career, will 
be the No. 1 tight end, Jimmy Hakes 
and David Bearden, neither of whom 
caught a pass last season, should also 
see plenty of action. 

Texas’ line had to make adjust- 
ments last fall when a severe ankle in- 
jury sidelined tackle Chuck Johnson 
for much of the season. Alan Luther re- 
placed Johnson and is entrenched as the 
starter at right tackle. Troy Riemer will re- 
place Luther at left tackle and will line up 
next to mammoth senior Sam Adams (6-7, 
295) or Duane Whetstone, who started the 
last two games of the season but was out 
of school during the spring. He is expected 
back in the fall. 

Right guard Jeff Boyd and center 
Turk McDonald are back after starting all 
11 games last fall. 

Last year’s recruiting Class of Beef 
should finally get a chance to throw its 
considerable weight around. Guard John 


Jason 


sore 


Elmore, injured much of the spring, and 
tackle Blake Brockermeyer are the top 
candidates. 

“We have to revamp our entire of- 
fense,” Mackovic says when asked what 
areas need the most attention. “It would 
be like if you took up square dancing 
and I asked, ‘Are you stressing your do-si- 
does?” 

‘Texas’ dance card is set on defense, 
even with six starters gone, including a left 
side of the line that earned All-America 


pes 
“ 
Anthony Curl led the Longhorns in tackles with 108 last year. 


honors and a cornerback who earned All- 
SWC laurels. 

Senior Lance Gunn, the leader of 
the 1992 version of the Longhorns de- 
fense, doesn’t intend any disrespect to 
tackle James Patton, end Shane Dronett or 
cornerback Mark Berry when he responds. 
to a question about how strong the Texas 
defense will be this fall after ranking third 
in the nation in total defense (258.9 yard 
average) last fall. 

“We still have got a good defensive 
backfield and a better group of linebackers 
than we've had the last two years,” Gunn 


says. “And up front we have three guys 
who played a lot, one started and two did 
well. 

“We're not going to miss much of 
anything.” 

Indeed, with the return of defensive 
coordinator Leon Fuller, one of two 
holdovers from McWilliams’ staff, not 
much is changing defensively. 

At least in terms of scheme. 

End Bo Robinson is the only re- 
turnee among the front four, and he'll 
_ likely be joined at tackle by James 
Lane and Todd Hunt, who saw 
steady action behind Patton and 
Tommy Jeter. Redshirt freshmen 
Shane Rink and Brian Vasek will 
switch positions, with Rink mov- 
ing inside to the backup tackle 
spot alongside Todd Yeaman. 

‘The main defensive experi- 
ment occurs at right end, where 
sophomore Norman Watkins (6-3, 
215) will try to add continuity to a 
pass rush that accounted for 35, 
sacks last year, but lost two of its 
top three rushers. 

Only steady weakside 
linebacker Anthony Curl returns 
among the three starting 
linebackers. Curl led the 
Longhorns in tackles with 108 last 
year, but the next two leading 
tacklers, middle linebacker Mical 
Padgett (87) and strongside 
linebacker Boone Powell (76), are 
gone. 

Middle linebacker isn’t a 
concern, at least as long as 
Winfred Tubbs stays healthy, 
something he wasn’t able to do 
last season. A shoulder injury cost 
him a chance to duel Padgett for 
the starting job, but in the spring 
he showed a great ability to close 
on the ball carrier and deliver a 
resounding hit. 

Chris Rapp, who stepped in 
when Padgett hurt his knee 
against Houston, will provide an above-av- 
erage backup to Tubbs but may wind up at 
strongside linebacker if he can beat out 
redshirt freshman Robert Reed, who had a 
good spring. 

Texas ranked first in the nation in 
pass defense efficiency last fall and three of 
the four reasons for that return in the de- 
fensive backfield. 

Gunn says he felt the pressure to 
make things happen last year with the ab- 
sence of All-American safety Stanley 
Richard, who was a first-round pick and 
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Name, Po: 


Size Hometown High School / College 
Mike ADAMS WR 6-0, 175 

Caught 40 passes for 1,099 yards with 15 TDs. 
yards at wingback... Kick returner... No. 8 recruit by Austin American-Statesman. 
4.45 in the 40 and 10.6 in the 100. 


Arlington Sam Houston 
Second-team All-State... Rushed for 1,286 
Timed at 


Taje ALLEN DB 64,170 Lubbock Estacado, 
Could play safety or corner... Rated No. 51 in the state by the Houston Chronicle... Compared 
to former UT All-American Jerry Gray, who is also from Lubbock... Timed at 4.5 in the 40. 


Thomas BASKIN TE 6-4, 245 Riverside, CA Riverside CC 
JC All-American... Caught 21 passes for 386 yards with three TDs in two years in JC... Run- 
Oriented team only averaged 10 passes per game. 


Tremaine BROWN AB 6-0, 190 Amarillo Palo Duro 
Two-time All-District and honorable mention All-State last year... Rushed for 1,226 yards on 
239 carries last year with 12 TDs... Averaged 38.5 yards as a punter... Timed at 4.5 in the 40. 


Stonie CLARK DL 6-1,300 Gladewater Gladewater 
All-State... Made 100 tackles last year at nose guard... Had 126 tackles and 16 sacks as a ju- 
nor... Bench presses 375 pounds and timed at 5.0 in the 40. 


Robert CRENSHAW DB 5-10, 175 Austin LB 
All-District... Timed at 4.4 in the 40... Ran on LBN's state-ranked 4x100-meter relay... Also 
wirestles. 


Cody DANAHER 08 
Rated the state's No. 40 recruit by the Austin American-Statesman... Rushed for 1,889 yards 
last year with 22 TDs... Passed for 1,245 yards with 12 TDs... Team record as a starter was 25- 
5... Could play in the secondary. 


6-1,190 Corpus Christi Calallen 


Ed DIXON LB 6-1, 210 Grapevine Grar 
Had 102 tackles last year, 2 fumble recoveries and two interceptions... Al-Distit.. Timed at 
4,7 in the 40. 


Patrick HAYES LB 6-2, 215 Ter John Tyler 
Had 96 tackles, 15 sacks and 3 fumble recoveries last year... As a junior had 80 tackles, 15 
sacks, 8 fumble recoveries and 2 blocked shots... No. 30 recruit by the Austin American- 


LonGuorns RECRUITING 


Statesman. 


Name, 


sition Size Hometown High School / College 
Jonathan HICKERSON 0B 6-1, 210 San Antonio Clark 

Had 119 tackles, 5 interceptions and blocked 5 kicks... Third-team All-State and honorable 
mention USA Today All-American... Rated No. 21 in state by the Austin American- 
‘Statesman... Played outside linebacker. 


Anthony HOLMES AB 5-10, 187 San Antonio Marshall 
Rushed for 2,043 yards last year, third best in 5A... Led team to semifinals... Second-team All- 
State... Had 4.543 career rushing yards... Timed at 4.5 in the 40. 


Curtis JACKSON AB 5-11, 185 Plano 
All-District... Rushed for 1,300 yards on 178 carries with 15 TDs last ie Timed at 4.5 in the 
40 and 10.5 in the 100... All-District in basketball 


Tyson KING LB 6-1, 200 £1Campo El Cam 
Senior year was hampered by a knee injury... Also played fullback, helping team to three 
Straight playoff trips... Bench presses 280 pounds and timed at 4.5 in the 40. 


Brian LINDER DL 6-4, 230 Bridge City Bridge City 
Had 12 sacks and 16 other tackles behind the line last year... Rated No. 19 by the Austin 
American-Statesman... Compared to former UT All-American Shane Dronett. 


‘Shea MORENZ 08 6-2, 205 San Angelo Central 
Rated as the top quarterback in the state... Completed 210 of 404 passes for 3,463 yards with 
41 TDs and 14 interceptions... Led team to semifinals... Class 5A Player-of-the-Year by Texas 
Football and National Offensive Player-of-the-Year by Super Prep magazine. 


Dan NEIL OL 6-3, 275 Cypress Creek Cypress Creek 
Parade All-American and first-team All-State... Top offensive lineman in the state... Bench 
presses 375 pounds... Timed at 5.1 in the 40... Throws the shot. 


Robert PEELER TE 6-6, 240 Highland Park Highland Park 
Played offensive tackle and guard in high school, but will be moved to offense... Also plays 
‘baseball and basketball. 


Lovell PINKNEY WA 6-5, 205 Washington, DC Anacostia 
Parade All-American and Super Prep magazine's Mid-Atlantic Offensive Player-of-the-Year. 
Had 71 catches for 1,246 yards with 15 TDs... At linebacker, had 65 tackles and 4 sacks. 


‘Scott SZEREDY PK 62,210 laHabra,CA Fullerton CC 
Hit 20 of 25 eld goals, including 6 of 8 from 40 yards and beyond... JC All-American. 
Chris YOUSO OL 6-5, 238 San Angelo Central 


‘Top defensive player on state semifinalist... Timed at 4.8 in the 40. 


The Longhorns made it through spring without a serious 
injury, although end Bo Robinson (knee), guard John Elmore 
(knee), running back Juan Kemp (hamstring) and cornerback 
Joey Ellis (shoulder) all missed time. 

Joey Bonds was been switched from defensive back to 
wide receiver. 

Some familiar faces will be gone when practice begins in 
the fall. Shane Childers, the starting fullback last season, quit 
the team before spring drills and receiver Mike Davis will be out 
of school after accumulating about $2,000 in parking tickets. 

Several others should be back after missing all or part of 
the spring. Safety Van Malone and offensive lineman Duane 
Whetstone are expected back in school after being sidelined by 
academics. Wide receiver Eric Jackson, a transfer from Friends 
University who was impressive before being suspended in the 
spring for disciplinary reasons, could also return this fall. 

Massive middle linebacker Winfred Tubbs, whose ascent to 


SprinG UPDATE 


dominant status has been slowed by injury, may switch to No. 
60, which has been reserved for the cream of the Longhorn 
linebackers. Mackovic discussed the move with Tubbs, who 
could join former Texas greats Johnny Treadwell, Tommy Nobis 
and, more recently, Britt Hager and Brian Jones in wearing the 
number. 

“Bleeding Orange,” an in-depth look at the 1990 Cotton 
Bowl season written by Kirk Bohls and John Maher, will be 
available in paperback in August. It will include a an extra chap- 
ter on the 1991 season and the hiring of John Mackovic. 

While the offense struggled in the spring, at least the quar- 
terback picture grew into sharper focus. Backup Chad Lucas 
completed only one of 11 passes working with the second- 
team offense and two of four with the first unit. Incumbent 
starter Peter Gardere will probably face his biggest threat from 
highly-touted frosh Shea Morenz, who has also been tempted 
by pro baseball aspirations. 
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rookie starter for the San Diego Chargers 
last year. He had five interceptions, a 
team-high, but that wasn’t what Gunn 
remembers most. 

“Maybe I put too much pressure on 
;,” the senior says. “This year I 
will take it as it comes. Last year I tried to 
make too many plays and didn’t do b. 
The first few games I felt out of plac 
Gunn now will be surrounded by plenty of 
experience. Willie Mack Garza, a spot 
starter in ’91, will line up at free safety and 
four-year starter Grady Cavness is back at 
right cornerback. 

Sophomore Joey Ellis has shown 
the speed and man-to-man coverage abili- 
ty to step in for Berry at left corner, leav- 
ing the backup roles as the main concern. 

Pascal Watty, Victor Frazier and 
Garza, who will spend time at cornerback, 
particularly if safety Van Malone returns to 


Junior Butch Hadnot will likely find a way onto the field even if hi 


school this fall, are the backups at corner- 
back. The return of Malone and the devel- 
opment of Saxton, coupled with improve- 
ment by Jon Hunter, could make safety a 
deep position. 

Kicking was a disaster for the 
Longhorns last year, but the position ap- 
pears to be stabilized with the addition of 
junior college transfer Scott Szeredy and 
the expected return to health of Jason 
Ziegler, who played quarterback in the 
spring while resting the thigh muscle tear 
that severely limited his play last fall. 

Kelly McClanahan (38.3 avg.) re- 
turns at punter, but may be challenged by 
Gardere, a standout prep punter. 

With the burden of installing a new 
offense and adjusting to a new coach, the 
Longhorns haven't had time to talk about 
any new slogans for this season. Last 
spring the talk was of a more successful 


is pass-catching skills don’t fully develop. 
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reprise of the “Shock the Nation” tour of 
°90, words that rang very hollow when the 
Longhorns lost their opener at Mississippi 
State and spiraled to a losing season. 

“We might have gotten a little 
ahead of ourselves,” Gunn says. “Maybe 
we're not national champs, but we’re not 
5-6 either.” 

Tt will be Mackovic’s job to prove 
that and make it stick, something his pre- 
decessor wasn't able to do. 

“David was more of a players! 
coach,” Gardere says. “I'm not saying 
Coach Mackovic doesn’t get along with the 
players. David knew all the players, their 
families. He was a laid-back good old boy. 

“Coach Mackovic is more of a CEO 
type. He’s all business on the field.” 

There's plenty to be done. Oh, and 
there's six boxes of stuff to be unpacked. 
That will just have to wait.Q 
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GREG HILL 


STORIES 


Silky-Smooth 
Running Backs 
Leave SWC 
Teams 
Defenseless 


INv#ETION 900 


By CHAREAN Wittiams 


T: is a tale of two running backs. One, who spurned 
tradition for a chance to make his own at Rice, and an- 
other who went to tradition-rich Texas AGM despite 
having to wait a year for his turn. Trevor Cobb and Greg Hill have 
nothing in common, except that last year was the best of times for 
both. 

Cobb was highly recruited after rushing for 1,147 yards and 
scoring 19 touchdowns as a senior at Pasadena Dobie High School. 
But Cobb bypassed a chance to go to a football factory, picking 


Rice over the likes of AGM, Louisiana State and Iowa State. 

“T looked at the big picture,” Cobb said. “I knew football 
wouldn't be a long-lasting career. Plus, I wanted to be a part of a 
rebuilding program. I knew that would mean a lot more to me if 
I could help turn the program around.” 

Cobb gave a glimpse of what he was capable of as a true 
freshman, setting the freshman school record with 545 yards on 
169 carries. He followed that up by becoming the first Owl ever to 
surpass the 1,000-yard mark, rushing for 1,325 yards as a sopho- 
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more. His 120.45 yards per game ranked him eighth in the nation. 

But no one, least of all Cobb, expected him to do what he 
did last season. 

“Going in, I was looking at rushing for over 1,000 yards and 
catching 20 passes,” Cobb said of his rather modest preseason 
goals. 

On the second play of the season, it was obvious Cobb would 
exceed even his own expectations. He scampered 79 yards for a 
touchdown in the opener against Northwestern, which was the 
longest run by an Owl since L.V. Benningfield scored on an 84-yard 
effort in 1966. 

“Twas thinking going in that he was going to have a good 
year,” Rice Coach Fred Goldsmith said, “It kind of jumped out the 
second play of the season that it might be more than just good. 
After he went 79 yards, it just kind of exploded from there. It was a 
great year for him.” 

Cobb led the nation in rushing for seven weeks and finished 
with 1,692 yards and 14 touchdowns on 360 carries to rank third 
on the NCAA charts. He set or extended 16 school records, with 
the 360 carries ranking as an all-time Southwest Conference best. 

“Tt was a great feeling to do all that I did,” Cobb said. 

Despite the Owls’ 4-7 record, Cobb earned national recogni- 
tion for his exploits. He was on the first-team of every major All- 
American squad and won the second annual Doak Walker Award 
given to the nation’s top running back. 

“That award meant so much because it dealt with character 
and academics, as well as what you do on the field,” Cobb said. “It 
just goes to show that no matter where you go to school, if you're 
good, you're going to get recognized. It was a plus for me, my fam- 
ily, my teammates and my school.” 

Cobb is not big, standing just 5-foot-9-inches and weighing 
a 180 pounds. He's not that fast, timed at 4.6 in the 40-yard 
dash. 

“He has quick feet, good peripheral vision and a big heart,” 
Goldsmith said, “He has desire and ability, A lot of players have the 
ability, but not the desire. He has both. He seems to have a little 
extra as the game wears on.” 

Cobb spends the off-season lifting weights and running 
sprints. He is in top condition, very strong and has learned to stay 
low out of harm's way. 

“T try to not get a lot of body shots,” Cobb said. “A lot of peo- 
ple say I run kind of like Gale Sayers or Barry Sanders.” 

‘The Owls’ all-time rushing leader has proven to be just as 
long lasting as those two greats. He has kept going like the 
Energizer bunny despite running in a one-back set with an incon- 
sistent passing game. Rice got the ball in Cobb’s hands 374 of its 
785 plays last season, 

While it may seem contradictory, Cobb will have to get 
fewer carries to have a chance at the Heisman Trophy this season. 

In order for Rice to improve on the 11-21-1 record of the 
last three seasons, it will have to have a more balanced attack, 
which would keep Cobb from being such a marked man. If the 
Owls don’t have a winning record, you can write off Cobb's 
Heisman chances. 

“T think if he gains over 1,200 yards and catches between 25 
and 30 passes and we have a winning season, he has a legitimate 
shot at the Heisman,” Goldsmith said. “If he has numbers like he 
had last year and we don’t have a winning season, he doesn’t have 
achance.” 

While the Heisman would be the ultimate addition to his 
trophy case, Cobb is more intent on turning the Rice program 
around. 


TREVOR COBB 


“T always go into the season with a positive attitude,” Cobb 
said, “I feel like we have a great shot at a winning season. We have 
the team caliber to go somewhere; ‘92 is the year for us.” 

Hill went somewhere last season, straight to the top of the 
SWC freshman record book. 

Asa redshirt freshman, Hill ran for 1,216 yards during the 
regular season. Not even Texas’ Earl Campbell managed to surpass 
the 1,000-yard mark as a freshman. 

“T did everything I wanted to do and more,” Hill said. “I 
came into the season expecting just to contribute to the team, and 
Tended up being one of the major leaders.” 

Hill’s season didn’t surprise the Aggies. They knew he had 
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the potential to be a record-setting run- 
ning back when they watched him rush 
for 1,122 yards and 14 touchdowns as a se- 
nior at perennial-power Dallas Carter. 
However, AGM wasn’t sure it had a chance 
to sign Hill. 

The Aggies’ cupboard was full, with 
Darren Lewis busy setting the 
all-time SWC rushing mark, and 
Randy Simmons and Keith 


he could have had. I took him out of a lot 
of games.” 

There is no telling what would have 
happened last season had it not been for 
preseason injuries to seniors Simmons 
and McAfee. That opened the door for the 
explosive Hill. 


going to be rooting for whoever is.” 

While 1991 was a dream season, the 
new year didn’t exactly start off with a 
bang. Hill, who fumbled only three times 
during the regular season, lost the ball 
four times in the Aggies’ 10-2 loss to 
Florida State in the Mobil Cotton Bowl. 

“That was just a fluke 
game,” Hill said. “Everybody is 
entitled to one bad game. People 


McAfee fighting for playing time. 
Hill knew if he signed with the 
Aggies, he was sure to redshirt 
his first season. But playing on a 
winning team was the only thing 
that mattered, so he signed with 
A&M. 

“T always thought that I 
would go to school outside the 
Southwest Conference,” Hill 
said. “When I was at Carter, we 
were always No. 1. I've only lost 
six times since Little League. 


66 HE THING THAT 
MADE ME COME 
To A&M WAS 


WHEN MY LITTLE SISTER 

ASKED ME IF SHE WAS GOING 
TO GET A CHANCE TO SEE ME 
PLAY IN COLLEGE. THAT LET 


ME KNOW RIGHT THEN THAT 
WHERE I WAS GOING TO GO 
WAS THE SOUTHWEST 


expect you as a freshman to mess 
up just because you're a fresh- 
man. I hadn’t done that all year, 
so I'll give that to myself as my, 
one bad game.” 

That game provided Hill 
with all the motivation he need- 
ed not to rest on his laurels. 

“Going into the Cotton 
Bowl, I prayed every night for the 
Lord to let me do better than any 
other game that season,” Hill 
said. “I know I did bad in that 


“The thing that made me 
come to A&M was when my little 
sister asked me if she was going 
to get a chance to see me play in 
college. That let me know right 
then that where I was going to 
go was the Southwest 
Conference. The only decision 
left after that was which school, 
and that was the most winning one in the 
conference.” 

Hill spent his first season at AGM in 
obscurity, playing on the scout team and 
watching Lewis race to new heights. 

“Tt was rough,” Hill said. “The thing 
Thad to adjust to was that my game time 
was during the week, getting the defense 
ready for the upcoming game. On game 
day, I couldn’t do anything but suit up and 
watch the guys. I didn’t too much want to 
do that, so a lot of times I’d just sit in the 
stands.” 

While 70,000 weren't watching him 
at work that first year, Hill caught the eye 
of perhaps the toughest critics — the 
Aggie defense. 

“When we watched him on the 
scout team, we felt like he'd be a good 
player,” A&M head coach R.C. Slocum 
said. 

Good might not quite cover Hill’s 
first season in uniform. He played like a 
seasoned veteran from the first game. 

“Tt was a heck of a season,” Slocum 
said. “I was pleased he made the transition 
from the scout team to being a regular 
player. He showed toughness, durability 
and maturity. He didn’t back down at all. 

“There’s no telling how many yards 


CONFERENCE. THE ONLY DECI- 
SION LEFT AFTER THAT WAS 

WHICH SCHOOL, AND THAT WAS 
THE MOST WINNING ONE IN THE 
CONFERENCE.” 


“Going through two-a-days, it was 
coming down to the wire on who was 
going to start,” Hill said. “Then Mac and 
Simmons got hurt, and that left me as the 
only running back. I got to know the sys- 
tem real well. 

“Two days before the first game, Coach 
told me I was going to be the man. He told 
me to go out there and have some fun.” 

Hill had plenty of fun in the season 
opener against LSU, setting an NCAA 
rushing record for a freshman in his first 
game with 212 yards. It was undoubtedly 
his best game of the year and set the stage 
for a record-breaking season. 

“After I got 200 yards, I said, ‘Well, 
maybe that was just a lucky game’, ” Hill 
said. “I wanted to go through most of the 
season to see if I could do the same thing.” 

The rest of the season wasn’t much 
different. The 5-foot-11, 190-pounder 
topped the century mark in all but five 
games, finishing the season tenth on the 
NCAA‘ all-time freshman list. 

More important to Hill, the Aggies 
captured the SWC title with an 8-0 mark. 

“Tm the type of player who wants to 
win,” Hill said. “I can’t stand losing. 'm 
going to do everything in my power to 
make sure we win. If I'm not in there, I'm 


game. | guess it was that way for 
a reason. I know next year there’s 
going to be something good 
come out of it because I prayed 
so hard and wanted it so bad. I'll 
look back at that every time I 
want to loaf around or relax.” 

Hill won't have much time 
to relax anyway with sophomore 
Rodney Thomas and true freshmen 
Leeland McElroy and Eddie Wallace push- 
ing him for playing time. 

“T'll have to do everything in my 
power just to keep my position,” Hill said. 
“J don’t have the position locked down. 
But that’s only going to make me a better 
player.” 

With healthy backups and the de- 
parture of option-oriented quarterback 
Bucky Richardson, Hill might be hard 
pressed to get the 240 carries he had last 
season. He might be even harder pressed 
to gain more yards. 

“Tt all depends on how much he 
gets to play and carry the ball,” A&M of- 
fensive coordinator Bob Toledo said. 
“Obviously people are going to be looking 
for him. He had the element of surprise 
last year. This year, he’s become a marked 
man.” 

But having a bull’s eye on his jersey 
doesn’t necessarily mean Hill is going to 
be stopped. Where there’s a will, there’s a 
way. 


’s had a good off-season,” 
Slocum said. “His work habits are just so 
good. I'd be real surprised if he doesn’t get 
better. I see him improving quite a bit this 
year.” 
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With a capital ratio more than three times the average of all life insurance companies 
US. g the standard for stability in the i insurance industry. And our fi 
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urance products and innovative 


jim mane at (919) 691-3395. 
20. 


prospects asked about 
the simple stuff like 
benefits and premium 
rates, But the hits keep 
coming. And now they 
want to hear about 


capital ratios, quality 
y mancial stabil- 
ity, and the company’s 
exposure in the junk 
bond market. What 
can I say? Why do you 
think they call them 
junk bonds’ anyway? 
What they really want 
to know is if we'll be 
around down the road 
when they need us. 


Better Call JP 


TEXAS A&M 


AGGIES 


YouTH Is SERVED In AGGIELAND 


By Larry Bowen 


You see them all over 


the Texas AGM cam- 
pus. Members of the 
Corps of Cadets, out 


running in formation 

or working on the fa- 
mous Aggie Bonfire. They are wearing 
shirts or, in the case of the bonfire 
builders, helmets with Class of '90-some- 
thing on them. 

Whenever they are supposed to ful- 
fill their Aggie destiny, graduate and be- 
come someone special, that’s their year. 

So what should we make of this tal- 
ented but still youthful Texas AGM football 
team loaded with juniors and sopho- 
mores? Class of 93? Class of '94? Or class 
of the Southwest Conference, right here 
and right now? 

That designation depends, more 
than anything, on the quarterback posi- 
tion, the biggest hole the defending cham- 
pions have to fill if they want to get back 
to Dallas for the Cotton Bowl. 

“You can’t make any bold predic- 
tions for a football team when you don’t 
know who the quarterback is going to be,” 
said fourth-year Aggie coach R.C. Slocum, 
who will still probably be the consensus. 
pick to win the championship. “The single 
most important factor of any football 
team, from a personnel standpoint, is who 
plays quarterback. We've got a complete 
unknown at that position.” 

‘The Aggies didn’t even know which 
unknown would be their quarterback dur- 
ing spring training, a reversal from the 
previous year, when A&M was fortunate 
enough to have Bucky Richardson coming 
back for his senior season. With backup 
and heir apparent Jeff Granger dropping 
his Bo Jackson act to concentrate on base- 
ball, four players were left to battle for the 


right to replace Richardson. 

The contenders are senior Kent Petty, 
sophomore Steve Emerson, and redshirt 
freshmen Matt Miller and Tommy Preston. 
Hot-shot recruit Corey Pullig will join the bat- 
tle during two-a-days as the Aggies look for 
the missing piece to an offense that otherwise 
returns virtually intact. 

“An experienced quarterback can 
overcome a lot of things and bring the 
level of a football team up,” A&M offensive 
coordinator Bob Toledo said. “An inexperi- 
enced quarterback is going to make some 
costly mistakes similar to what Jeff 
Granger did against Tulsa (throwing two 
interceptions and losing a fumble in 
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A&M's only loss of the regular season). Not 
that he lost the game, but he made some 
mistakes that beat us. 

“What we've got to do is get the po- 
sition not to get us beat. I don’t think the 
quarterback has to win the game for us, 
but he’s got to keep us from getting beat.” 

That definition could best fit Petty, a 
former walk-on who played in six games 
last season and completed two-of-seven 
passes. Petty has a better understanding of 
Toledo's offense, which will ease away from 
the option game that Richardson ran so 
well. Miller and Preston are thought to 
have more physical ability, but they are 
young. 

Slocum believes youth has its place, 
but maybe a few too many places in the 
starting lineup. Fullback Doug Carter and 
guard John Ellisor will be the only senior 
starters on offense if Petty doesn’t get the 
call, 

“{ don’t recall having this kind of 
situation before, where you have what ap- 
pears to be quite a bit of experience com- 
ing back, and you don’t have that much,” 
Slocum said. “What's interesting is that 
we're still young on offense. Even though 
we do have quite a number of guys coming 
back, they're young guys. 

“{ start looking across there for the 
old guys and the leaders, and there aren’t 
many old guys. I don’t know who the play- 
ers are going to look to for leadership. 
Normally you look to the quarterback, but 
whoever is in there will be new.” 

The lack of leadership, and the 
game-making plays that seem to go hand- 
in-hand with it, is also a concern on de- 
fense. The Aggies return eight starters, but 


This year’s flash should come from outside 
linebacker Marcus Buckley, who led A&M with 13 
quarterback sacks as a junior and could contin- 
ue the line of great Aggie pass rushers. 


{JOE PATRONITE/ALLSPOAT 
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Name 


95 SamAdams DL So. 
39 Dennis Allen 0B Fr 
35 Jason Andrus LB FF. 
43. Jason Atkinson LB Jr 
29 Patrick Bates 0B Jt 
4 Marcus Baits DB So. 
80 Kevin Beime 

31 Wilbert Biggens 
41 Jim Brady (BF. 
90 Ervin Briley OL Fr 
78 James Brooks OL Fr 
46 RegoleBrown LB Fr. 
91 Cedrick Bryant LB FF. 
9 Marcus Buckley LB Sr 
32 DougCarer FB Sr. 
99 KelaChatham DL J 


85 HaywardClay = TE Fr 
66 “Michael Cody OL Fr 
8 ChrisColn OB Fr 
54 CalvinGollins OL Fr 
76 Grog Cook OL Sr 
59 Brad Cooper OL dr 
48 Jessie Cox 18 So, 
25 RickDaniel = WA Fr 


70 Robert Danklels OL Fr 
68 Chris Dausin = OL dr 
77 Charlie Oavis OL 
45 DavidDavis =P Sr 
97 Dec Delatore DL ‘Fr 


62 LyleEastham OL So. 
51 JohnEllisor OLS, 
46 Steve Emerson OB So. 
92 EricEngland OL dr 


61 GlarkoFlowors OL Sr 
3 Derrick Frazier GB Sr 
31 Aaron Glenn DB dr 
38° Reggie Graham LB So, 
33 Gill Groce Fe So. 
23° Tony Harrison 
55 TylerHarrison OL dr 
40 Mike Hendricks DB So, 
98 Pat Henry OL dk 
27 Greg Hill RB So. 
37. Larry Jackson LB So. 
89 Edward Jasper UBF 


64 
62 
64 
63 
6 
ft 
63 


SPRING ROSTER 


282 
182 
200 
234 
225 

1185 
170 


5-8 184 


65 
63 
64 
62 
64 
64 
60 
64 
64 
65 
63 
63 
6 
62 
63 
64 


210 
250 
26 
225 
200 
230 
216 
255 
225 
216 
205 
25 
246 
220 
189 
285 


6-4 263 


65 
62 
64 
65 
63 
6-2 


244 
205 
215 
248 
278 
200 


6-3 264 


65 
60 
cal 
62 
54 
54 
64 
60 
Cal 
54 
64 
64 


175 
0 180 
234 
1 240 
0 188, 
270 
185 
264 
1 206 
242 
235 


Pasadena 
Houston 
Galveston 
Houston 
Conroe 
Aldine 
Arlington 
Aldine 

Fort Worth 
Austin 

Fort Worth 
Fort Worth 
Dallas 
Waco 
Snyder 

San Antonio 
Deer Park 
Beaumont 
Canyon 
Aatington 
DeSoto 
Benton, AR 
San Antonio 
San Antonio 
Missouri City 
Loop 

living 
Houston 
Kingwood 
Aldine 
Sugar Land 
Houston 
Sugar Land 
Aldine 
Loague Gity 
Collage Station 
Houston 
Adlington 
San Antonio 
Silsbee 
Dallas 
Rockdale 
Troup 
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Aaaie OFFENSE 


Name Pos. Class Ht Hometown 
Craig Jettries OL St. 6-10 313. Plano 

Jeff Jones: OL So. 6-6 296 Killeen 
Steve Kenney DB So, 6-0 188 Kilgore 
yan Kern OL So, 6-3 292 Cypress 
Gene Lowery WR Fr. 6-0 189 Kilgore 
Jason Mathews TE Jr, 6-7 258. Bridge City 
Ryan Mathews WR So, 5-11 184 Houston 
Todd Mathison OL So. 6-4 284 Weatherford 
Kyle Maxfield 0B So. 6-2 178 Sudan 
Danny McCray WR Fr. 6-0 185 Killeen 
Leeland McElroy RB Fr. 5-11 185 Beaumont 
James MeKeehan TE So. 6-4 225 Wills 
Typail McMullen DB fr, 6-2 180 Lubbock 
RayMickens DBF. ‘68 176 ElPaso 
Matt Miller QB Fr, 6-2 195 San Diego, CA 
Billy Mitchell 0B So. 6-11 181 DeSoto 
Brian Mitchell WR So. 6-0 184 Dallas 
Keith Mitchell LB Fr. 68 205 Garland 
Otis Nealy LB Se G1 221 LaMarque 
Acie Peterson DB Fr, 6-0 194 Bastrop 
Kent Petty OB St 6-3 211 Dallas 
Tommy Preston QB Fr. 6-3 206 College Station 
Corey Pulig OB ‘Fr. 6-3 205 Deer Park 
DarrollRed —OL_——So, 6-6 274 Conroe 
John Richard OL So, 6-5 276 Houston 
Chris Sanders WR So, 6-4 208 Austin 
Greg Schory TE it, 6-3._ 239. San Antonio 
‘Antonio Shorter LB So, 6-4 204 Houston 
Porcy Singleton WA Fr 5-11 187 Dallas 
Darius Smith OL‘. 6-3 271 Dallas 
Detron Smith FB Fr, 6-0 225 Dallas 
Steve Solari LB dr 6-1 225 Sugar Land 
Lance Teicteiman DL dr. 6-4 259 Austin 
Sean Terry PF, 6-2 216 Gunter 
Rodney Thomas RB So. 5-11 203 Groveton 
Terry Vonetoulias K dr 6-0 206 Deer Park 
TimVordenbaumen DL So. 6-5 258 San Antonio 
Keith WaguespackK Fr, 6-3 190. Port Neches 
Eddie Wallace RB Fr, 59 190 Spring 
Larry Wallace DL dr. 6-5 243 “Irving 
Dexter Wesley OL dr, 6-4 291 Rockdale 
JuniorWhite 0B So. 6-1 163 College Station 
Andre Wiliams 0B Fr, 5-9 170 Sherman 
Cedric Willams DB Fr. 6-2 190 Fort Worth 
Sherrod Wyatt 0B Fr, 6:2 180 Dallas 


Aaaie STATISTICS 


PASSING TACKLES 
Name Att Comp Yards Pet Int Atkinson (95), Coryatt (92), 
Richardson 156 79 1492 506 8 10 Bates (64), Buckley (56), Crooms (51), 
Granger 48 22 395 458 5 2 Wheeler (41), England (39) 

SINE, INTERCEPTIONS 
Name No Yards Avg Lg 1D 

Bates (4), Vincent (3), Smith (2), Buckley (1), 

Hill 240 1261 51 42 12 Adams (1), Frazier (1), Nealy (1), Hendricks (1) 
Richardson 103 448 43 41 10 
McAfee (ET) = 

RECEIVING Coach: R. C. Slocum 
Name No Yards Avg Lg TD 27-9-1, 3 years 
Harrison 31 577 186 49 ~«6 1991 Record: 8-0/1st; 10-2 overall 
Mitchell 19 519 273 61 4 Stadium: Kyle Field (72,387) 
Mathews 13276 212 41 0 he 
Hill Clues ra kor eae 0 Lettermen Returning: 45 


Number Quarterback Year 

13 Matt Miller Freshman 
14 Tommy Preston Freshman 
27 Greg Hill * Sophomore 
20 Rodney Thomas Sophomore 


Number Fullback 

Doug Carter * Senior 

Clif Groce Sophomore 
Number Split End 
23 ‘Tony Harrison * Junior 
2 Percy Singleton Freshman 
18 Brian Mitchell” ‘Sophomore 
81 Ryan Mathews Sophomore 
86 Greg Schorp * Junior 
88 James McKeehan Sophomore 
Number Left Tackle Year 
75, Dexter Wesley * Junior 
52 Darius Smith Freshman, 
Number Left Guard Year 
55. ‘Tyler Harrison * Junior 
72 Jeff Jones Sophomore 
Number Center Year 
68 Chris Dausin * Junior 
76 Greg Cook Senior 
Number Right Guard Year 
51 John Ellisor* Senior 
74 Ryan Kern Sophomore 
Number Right Tackle Year 
73 Todd Mathison Sophomore 
72 Jeff Jones Sophomore 

AGaiE DEFENSE 

Number Defensive End Year 
99 Kefa Chatham Junior 
95 Sam Adams * Sophomore 
Number Nose Guard Year 
92 Eric England Junior 
98 Pat Henry Junior 
58 Lance Teichelman * — Junior 
71 Tim Vordenbaumen Sophomore. 
Number Outside Linebacker Year 
9 Marcus Buckley * Senior 
93 Antonio Shorter Sophomore 


Number Inside Linebacker Year 


43 Jason Atkinson * Junior 

48 Jessie Cox Sophomore 
38 Reggie Graham ‘Sophomore 
37 Larry Jackson Sophomore 
94 Steve Solari Junior 

58 Otis Nealy * Senior 

3 Derrick Frazier * Senior 

24 Ray Mickens Freshman 
22 Billy Mitchell Sophomore 
42 Junior White: Sophomore 
Number Strong Safety Year 

36 Steve Kenney ‘Sophomore 
40 Michael Hendricks Sophomore 
Number — Free Safety Year 

29 Patrick Bates * Junior 

49 Kyle Maxfield Sophomore 


* Denotes returning starters. 
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worry about replacing inside linebacker 
Quentin Coryatt, All-American cornerback 
Kevin Smith and unsung strong safety 
Chris Crooms. 

“When you look at our team, the 
significant thing is we do have a large 
number of players back who played last 
year,” Slocum said. “At the same time, if 
you took the big plays our team made last 
year, Bucky Richardson, Kevin Smith, 
Chris Crooms and Quentin Coryatt made 
most of those plays. The question is if we 
will have guys step up and assume those 
roles who are capable of making those 
plays.” 

‘There is no question about the ca- 
pabilities of sophomore tailback Greg Hill. 
The 5-foot-11, 190-pound speedster burst 
upon the scene with 212 yards in his first 
game, and went on to break Earl 
Campbell’s Southwest Conference fresh- 
man rushing record with 1,216 yards, 

Hill could make the new quarter- 
back more comfortable by matching those 
numbers, but he expects more of himself. 
T want to be a better runner, a bet- 
ter pass receiver, a better run blocker and 
a better pass blocker,” Hill said. “I feel like 
when I accomplish those goals, then I 
have a chance to win the Heisman, to be a 
first-team All-American, and we have a 
chance to win the national champi- 
onship.” 

Slocum won't climb all over Hill for 
such lofty thoughts, either, 

“If you're ever going to do anything 
big, you've got to be able to dream big 
dreams,” Slocum said, “I appreciate that 
Greg is a guy who dreams big and has 
high expectations of himself.” 

Hill said it is the little things that 
will keep him getting better, and he better 
do them. Sophomore Rodney Thomas is a 
talented backup, good enough to keep up 
the pace when Hill takes a rest. 


football team,” Toledo said. “You've got 
Greg Hill with all those records, and I 
think Rodney Thomas is a heck of a back. 
Obviously you've got to build on your 
strengths, so we lI continue to get the ball 
to the tailba 

A&M coaches visited several 
National Football League teams during 
the off-season, seeking to go to a pro-style 
offense similar to those run by the San 
Francisco 49ers and the Buffalo Bills. The 
move may take a while, however, because 
of the strength of the running game. 

‘The runners will have the luxury of 


working behind a strong offensive line, 
which returns four starters, Guards Ellisor 
and ‘Tyler Harrison are All-SWC candi- 
dates, as is tackle Dexter Wesley, and cen- 
ter Chris Dausin is a fiery competitor. 

“T think we will have an improved 
offensive line,” Slocum said. “We've got ev- 
erybody back except one guy, We've got to 


Junior free safety Patrick Bates made an immediate impact last season after transferring from UCLA. 


try to find a backup center, but last year we 
were trying to find a starter.” 

‘The receiving corps returns intact, 
except for a couple of backups moved to 
defense in the spring. Junior Tony 
Harrison and sophomores Brian Mitchell 
and Ryan Matthews are steady and improv- 
ing, but the Aggies would like to add more 
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Aaaié RECRUITING 


Name 


position Size Hometown High School / College 
Jason ANDRUS LB 6-1, 200 Pasadena 

Had 100 tackles last year, including 12 for losses and grabbed 5 Tanne 
‘over Texas, LSU and Arkansas... Scored 970 on SAT. 


Kevin BEIRNE WA 6-3, 170 Conroe McCullough 
Had. 57 catches last year for 1,031 yards with 9 TDs... All-State... Had 165 career catches for 
2,450 yards and 21 TDs... In the secondary, had 6 interceptions... Scored 1,060 on SAT. 


Picked A&M 


dim BRADY LB 6-5, 210 Adlington Lamar 
Parade All-American and All-State... Had 93 tackles last year with 6 sacks and caused 4 fum- 
bles... Had 116 tackles as a junior... Ran on sprint relay and was timed at 10.8 in the 100, 


Ervin BRILEY OT 6-3, 250 Aldine Aldine 

Had 61 tackles and 10 sacks last year.. All-State. Finalist for the Houston Touchdown Club 
Defensive Player-of-the-Year... Helped team to state championship as a junior... linded in let 
eye by drivesby shooting two years ago, 


Reggie BROWN LB 6-2, 225, Austin Reagan 
All-District both ways... Led team with 102 tackles... Finished sixth in the state shot put as a 
junior with a heave 53-3.75... Rated state's 40th recruit by Austin American-Statesman. 
Timed at 4.4 in the 40, 


Cedrick BRYANT LB. 6-4, 200 Fort Worth Western Hills 

Had 103 tackles and 14 sacks last year... Second-team All-State... Added 2 Interceptions, 
caused 2 fumbles and recovered 2 fumbles... Played basketball. Could play defensive back. 
All-District and All-Tarrant County, 


Hayward CLAY TE 6-4, 225 Snyder Snyder 
Had 13 catches for 9-3 team... Used as a blocker... Defensively, had 70 tackles and 6 sacks, 
Averaged more than 20 points per game in basketball... Rated No, 35 by Houston Chronicle 


Galvin COLLINS © 6:3, 278 Beaumont West Brook 
Blocked for 1,000-yard rusher and 1,000-yard passer. Two-time All-District... All-Stater last 
year... Timed at 4.8 in the 40... Scored 1,050 on SAT... Bench presses 375 pounds. 


Chris COLON D8 6-3, 205 Deer Park Deer Park 
Had 100 tackles and 8 interceptions... All-State... A finalist for the Houston Touchdown Club 
Defensive Player-of-the-Year...AllsAmerican by Super Prep magazine, 


Robert DANKLEFS OL 6-4, 285 San Antonio 
Blocked for offense that averaged 330 yards per game... Two-time All-San Antonio... All- 
‘American by Super Prep magazine... Picked A&M over Nebraska and Oklahoma. 


Clark 


Dez DeLATORRE NG 6-1, 275 Irving Nimitz 

First-team All-State for 6-3-1 team... Timed at 5.1 in the 40... Rated the No. 4 center in the 
Southwest by Max Emfinger... Bench presses 485 pounds... Made Texas Football's Super 
Team, 


‘Aaron GLENN 5-10, 180 Aldine Navarro Junior College 
Earned All-Conference and All-America honors... intercepted 2 passes of 15 thrown his way... 
‘Went to high school at Irving Nimitz... Timed at 4.6 in the 40... Picked A&M over Mississipp) 
State, Florida and East Carolina, 


Name, Position Size Hometown High School / College 
Edward JASPER LB 6-4, 235 Troup Troup 

Had 140 tackles and 8 sacks... Caught 12 passes for 151 yards with 2 TDs at tight end, 
Helped team to 2A state championship in basketball... His brother, Shane, is a redshirt fresh- 
man at UCLA, 


Danny MeCRAY WA 6-0, 185, Killeen, Ellison, 

Regarded as perhaps the fastest receiver in nation... Timed at 4.3 in the 40... Caught 40 passes 
for 626 yards (15.6) with 7 TDs... State champ in the 400-meters as a junior in 46.0... Super 
Prep magazine All-American, 


Leeland McELROY AB 5-11, 185 Beaumont Central 
Super Prep magazine's Southwest Offensive Player-of-the-Vear... Super Prep All-American... 
The All-Stater rushed for 1,532 yards with 21 TDs... Timed at 4.4 in the 40 and 10.6 in the 100. 


‘Typall MeMULLEN DB. 6-2, 180 Lubbock Dunbar-Struggs 

Had 120 tackles with 6 interceptions last year... Offensively, he rushed for 1,225 yards... 
Exceptional trackster, timed at 4.4 in the 40 and 10.8 in the 100... Rated No. 43 in state by 
Austin American-Stalesman. 


Keith MITCHELL LB 6-3, 205 Garland Lakeview 

Averaged 12 tackles last year and had 20 sacks... Third-team All-State... All-American by Max 
Emfinger... Defensive Player-of-the-Year by the Dallas Morning News... Wore No. 23 in high 
school because of former Aggie star Aaron Wallace. 


Corey PULLIG 08 6-3, 205 Deer Park Deer Park 

Completed 122 of 243 for 1,890 yards with 21 TDs... Rated No. 2 signal-caller in the state... 
Parade All-American and Super Prep All-American... Threw for 398 yards and 6 TDs in 47-43 
win over Beaumont Central, 


Detron SMITH FB 6-0, 225 Dallas Lake Highlands 

Rushed for 1,951 yards on 181 carries with 15 TOs... Third-team All-State... Led team to 3 
playoff berths,.,. Rated No. 14 in Texas by Austin American-Statesman.,.. Rushed for 231 yards 
and 3 scores in 31-30 win over Tyler Lee, 


Eddie WALLACE AB 5-9, 190 Spring 
Rushed for 1,315 yards with 17 TDs... Had 9,103 career rushing fee "hbo played defensive 
back... Timed at 4.4 in the 40-and 10.4 In the 100... Picked A&M over Baylor and Florida, 


‘Andre WILLIAMS CB 5-9, 170 Sherman Shen 
Had 108 tackles and 3 interceptions... District's Most Valuable Player; “het AI-Distrct 
‘and third-team All-State as a senior... Super Prep All-American. 


Cedric WILLIAMS 0B 6-2, 190 Fort Worth Western Hils 

Passed for 1,095 yards as junior and ran for another 612... Defensively, had 27 solos, 59 as- 
cals 17 tackles for losses... An excellent shortstop... Picked A&M over lowa, Oklahoma 
an 


Sherrod WYATT 08: 6-3, 180 Dallas Carter 

Parade All-American... All-State... Had 23 tackles, 15 assists and 5 interceptions. 
Academically in the top 5 percent of his class... No. 14 recruit in the state by Austin 
American-Stateman. 


SPRING UPDATE 


The big question during Texas A&M's spring drills was 
who would win the battle for the starting quarterback job. The 
answer was a bit tentative, and a bit of a surprise. Redshirt 
freshman Matt Miller of San Diego was listed first on the depth 
chart after spring practice, followed by hometown hero Tommy 
Preston, another redshirt freshman. They were competing 
against senior Kent Petty and sophomore Steve Emerson to re- 
place graduated Bucky Richardson. The starter for the season 
opener will be determined during August, but Miller and 
Preston will be the favorites, 

The quarterbacks in particular, and the offense in general, 
struggled during the spring, upholding an Aggie tradition. The 
inexperience of the quarterbacks was not the only reason for 
the imbalance. A&M returns seven starters off the nation’s top- 
ranked defense. In addition, the Aggie offensive line was 
wracked by injuries during the spring. Starting guards John 
Ellisor and Tyler Harrison missed contact work because of bro- 
ken wrists suffered during the season, and left tackle Dexter 


Wesley was held out of contact after he was in an off-season 
auto accident. 

A&M coaches made several position switches during 
spring training. Running back/flanker Wilbert Biggens moved to 
cornerback and is expected to provide depth in the secondary. 
Eric England switched from defensive end to nose guard and 
was listed as the starter ahead of returning part-time starter Pat 
Henry, who missed most of spring drills after minor surgery on 
his elbow. Injuries dropped sophomore Sam Adams behind 
Kefa Chatham at left defensive end. 

The Aggie defense was bolstered by the return from aca- 
demic exile of inside linebacker Jessie Cox and cornerback Billy 
Mitchell, both of DeSoto. Cox and Mitchell went to junior col- 
lege to improve their grades after playing for A&M as freshmen 
in 1990. They returned at midterm. Mitchell is expected to re- 
place All-American cornerback Kevin Smith, and Cox is pushing 
for playing time in the middle of the defense, where No. 2 NFL 
draft pick Quentin Coryatt must be replaced. 
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TEXAS A&M 


of a deep threat. 
“We've got to have more big-play 
capabilities at that position,” Slocum said. 
The Aggies made plenty of big plays on 
defense last season, leading the NCAA in total 
defense with an average of 222.4 yards al- 
lowed per game. Leading tackler Jason 


Marlin Haynes and Ramsey Bradberry. The 
Aggies often play five or six defensive backs as 
they go after the quarterbacks running the 
wide-open offenses in the SWC. 

The secondary will be anchored by 
senior cornerback Derrick Frazier, who 
has toiled for two seasons in the shadow of 


ty players who have been around.” 

A&M will be green at the other cor- 
ner and at strong safety. Billy Mitchell, 
Junior White and converted receiver 
Wilbert Biggens will battle for the corner 
spot, with sophomores Mike Hendricks and 
Steve Kenney the leading candidates to take 


Atkinson (95) returns for his ju- 
nior season ready to emerge from 
the shadow of Coryatt. 

“The pro scouts are al- 
ready asking about No. 43 
(Atkinson) and he’s got two 
years left,” defensive coordinator 
Bob Davie said. “He’s as compet- 
itive as any linebacker we've had 
here. He didn’t make as many 
flashy plays as Quentin last year, 
but he made as many plays.” 

This year’s flash should 
come from outside linebacker 
Marcus Buckley, who led AGM. 
with 13 quarterback sacks as a 
junior and could continue the 
line of great pass rushers that 
includes John Roper, Aaron 
Wallace and William Thomas. 

“Buckley needs to work 
to be the guy, our next feature 
guy,” Slocum said. 

The Aggies are solid, if 
not as spectacular, on the other 
side with returnees Otis Nealy 
and Steve Solari. Sophomores 
Jessie Cox and Reggie Graham 
will battle to fill in for Coryatt. 

‘The linebackers will oper- 
ate behind a line that returns 
five players from last season's 
six-man rotation. It was the best 
A&M line in years, and should 
be better with a blooming star 
in end Sam Adams, a 6-foot-4, 
270-pound sophomore whose 
father Sam played in the NFL. 

Adams will get the same 
treatment as Hill will on offense. 

“Sam Adams did a great 
job last year as a freshman, but 
what was acceptable last year is 
not acceptable this year,” 
Slocum said. “He can be a special 
guy. We'll be pushing him to be 
the best he can be.” 

The rest of the linemen are return- 
ing juniors Pat Henry, Eric England, 
Lance Teichelman and Kefa Chatham. 

“We've got more guys with ability than 
we've had in a good while,” Slocum said. 

What the Aggies have fewer of is defen- 
sive backs. Besides Smith and Crooms, AGM 
lost its top three reserves in Kary Vincent, 


8 
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‘Sophomore tailback Greg Hillis a 5-foot-11, 190-pound speedster who burst upon the 
scene with 212 yards in his first game, and went on to break Earl Campbell's 
Southwest Conference freshman rushing record with 1,216 yards. 


Smith, and junior free safety Patrick Bates, 
who made an immediate impact last sea- 
son after transferring from UCLA. 

“Tm counting on Frazier and Bates to 
be leaders for us back there,” Slocum said. 
“Te talked to them about needing to play the 
leadership role, and I think they understand 
what they need to do. They are both top-quali- 


over at strong safety. 

‘The departed defen- 
sive backs will be missed on 
the kick coverage teams, but 
the special teams should be 
strong, Place-kicker Terry 
Venetoulias returns after 
making 13 of 18 field goals as 
asophomore. Venetoulias 
has proven to bea consistent 
kicker, and has the leg 
strength to hit from long 
range. The punter, former 
walk-on David Davis, also is a 
veteran who earned a schol- 
arship on the way to averag- 
ing 39.1 yards per punt last 
year. 

Tt adds up to an im- 
pressive package, even if 
many of the key compo- 
nents are still a bit young. 
‘The Aggies will have to 
grow up ina hurry, facing 
Stanford in the Disneyland 
Kickoff Classic to open the 
season and then going to 
Baton Rouge to take on 
Louisiana State. When 
conference play rolls 
around, A&M will have to 
visit Houston and Texas. 

“Everyone thinks 
we've got this well-oiled ma- 
chine, and all we need to do 
is go out there and let it roll,” 
Slocum said. “It just doesn’t 
happen that easily. I'm very 
concerned about our offense 
because of the lack of consis- 
tency and lack of direction at 
quarterback, and we have big 
holes to fill in the secondary, 

“We do have talent, 
though, and that’s exciting, 
Thope we can continue to be one of the teams 
that people look at and say is going to be one 
to contend with.” 

The Aggies should be contenders if 
they can get the leadership Slocum cher- 
ishes. Then maybe the kids of the Class of 
°93 and 94 can make the grade in 1992.0 
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By Rosert Cessna 


icking the way the Southwest Conference will fin- 
P# isn’t nearly as tough as deciding how the con- 
ference will stack up nationally. 

Any football guru will pick Texas A&M to repeat as 
SWC champion. The Aggies return 16 starters and both 
kicking specialists from a squad that was unbeaten in league 
action, winning games by an average of 24.2 points. 

A&M will be challenged by Texas, Houston, Baylor and 
Texas Tech. 

Longhorn fans in Austin are ecstatic about first-year coach 
John Mackovic and expect to see something like UT's 10-2 Cotton 
Bowl edition of two years ago and not the 5-6 effort of a year ago 
that got favorite son David McWilliams fired. 

Houston, which flourished with the record-setting 
run-and-shoot offense while on probation, found last year’s 
4-7 season no fun at all. 

Baylor, which averaged 413.8 yards per game, and 
Tech, which averaged 384.0 yards, will remain threats. 

But before any diehard SWC fan can talk about this 
year’s race, the conference’s image must be addressed. 

Last year was supposed to have been the SWC’s return to 
the nation’s elite. Texas had returned as a marquee team; 
Houston was talking national championship; AGM was coming 
offa 65-14 mugging of Brigham Young in the Holiday Bowl; 
Baylor was to field its best team since winning the Cotton Bowl 
in 1980; and Tech and Texas Christian had explosive offenses. 

The conference was also proud that no member was 
on probation. The schedule was even altered to accommo- 
date possible national broadcasts. 

Most of what the nation saw, didn’t help the SWC’s 
image. It sure didn’t impress the pollsters. 

‘The SWC season started with the Jackie Sherrill-led 
Bulldogs of Mississippi State scoring a 13-6 win over Texas. 
That was the start of McWilliams’ long season. 


LINDY'S CONF 


FORECAST 


I, TEXAS A&M 
2. TEXAS 

3. BAYLOR 

. TEXAS TECH 
. FCU 

. HOUSTON 

. RICE 

. SMU 


CONIS? O11 


ack-to-hack blowouts to Miami (40-10) and Illinois (51-10). 


of Colorado in Boulder. The Bears were 5-0 and No. 8 in the 


Houston's national championship talk ended early in 


Baylor gave the SWC hope last year with a 16-14 upset 
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nation when a 20-17 home loss to Rice started a slide. It 
ended with a 24-0 Copper Bowl loss to Indiana, leaving the 
Bears outside the Top 20. 

A&M was the only SWC team to play ina major bowl 
game and the Aggies dropped a frustrating 10-2 Cotton Bowl 
decision to Florida State. AGM Coach R.C. Slocum argued 
that his team was one play from victory against a team that 
had been ranked No. 1 for much of the season. That was 
true, but the outcome was all that figured in the votes, as 
A&M finished outside the Top 10. 

Tech (6-5) and Texas Christian (7-4) had their mo- 
ments, but weak non-conference schedules, and image prob- 
lems made it easy for bowl selectors to look elsewhere. 

Which brings us back to this year. What must the SWC do? 

It’s rather simple. Just win. 

A&M can set the tone by winning its first two games. 
The Aggies play Stanford in the Pigskin Disneyland Classic 
on Aug. 26 in Anaheim, Calif. This nationally-televised game 
will have plenty of appeal. This is Bill Walsh’s return to col- 
lege coaching. 

In last year’s Pigskin Classic, Florida State beat BYU, 
44-28, setting the season’s tone for each, 

After Stanford, A&M plays at Louisiana State in anoth- 
er nationally-televised game. A 2-0 start by A&M would give 
the conference a shot in the arm. 

But AGM needs help if the SWC is to earn respect. 

Mackovic can be a hero with wins over Mississippi 
State, Syracuse and Oklahoma. Tech plays Oklahoma in its 
opener; Houston plays Illinois and Michigan; and Baylor has 
a return contest with Colorado. 

Unless the SWC can earn respect in these games to the 
tune of at least 5-4, not many outside Texas may care about 
the SWC race, which will start with the Aggies, 

A&M's lone question mark is at quarterback, where 
redshirt freshmen Tommy Preston and Mark Miller are the 
candidates. Nine offensive returning starters led by 1,000- 
yard rusher Greg Hill will help the jitters vanish, 

Defensively, lineman Sam Adams, linebacker Marcus 
Buckley and defensive back Patrick Bates have All-SWC cre- 
dentials, 

Mackovic will like what he sees in Austin, si starting with 
three-year quarterback Peter Gardere, last year’s fall guy. 
Look for Gardere and UT to rebound under Mackovic. 

The Longhorns will improve an offense ranked sev- 
enth in the SWC last year and the defense again will be solid, 
led by Lance Gunn and Grady Cavness in the secondary. 

Baylor has plenty of offense led by quarterback J.J. Joe, 
but the Bears must find linemen to mount a challenge. 

Tech might have the league's best defensive player in 
All-American Tracy Saul at safety, but the Raiders allowed 
411.7 yards per game and can’t be taken seriously until that 
figure drastically falls. 

Rice has Heisman Trophy candidate Trevor Cobb and a 
good offensive line, which will cause anyone problems. But 
unless Rice can improve on its league-worst 434.9 yards per 
eae allowed, Cobb will still be spending too much time on 

sidelines. 

Freddie Gilbert and Keith Jack could give the Cougars 
the best 1-2 receiving punch in the nation, but unless the 


Cougars get help from junior college transfers, it could be 
another long season. 

‘TCU's new coach is former Heisman Trophy winner Pat 
Sullivan, who will discover why Jim Wacker left for Minnesota. 
Wacker built a team around finesse, but couldn’t match the 
league's upper echelon, which still wins with muscle. 

SMU is just trying to win its first SWC game since 
1986 and doesn’t figure to be a factor in the race. 
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BAYLOR 


BEARS 


Baytor Works Haro To Pick Up Tue Pieces 


By JERRY Hitt 


With a cleanly 
shaven head and 
eyes that seem to 
stare right through 
you, Bob Fix has the 
look of a hardened 
Marine drill 
sergeant with an ax 
to grind. Gomer Pyle never would have 
had a chance with this guy. 

Barking out orders, the Baylor 
strength coach expects and gets the most 
from the 100-plus football players involved 
in the Bears’ regimented off-season pro- 
gram. For two hours each day, the spa- 
cious new weight room at Floyd Casey 
Stadium is turned into a gladiator’s sweat 
box. 


“We did a lot of little things, like 
standing at parade rest, that some people 
would call stupid,” said junior quarterback 
J.J. Joe. “But we had kind of slacked off 
last year. We needed something like this. 
And if it translates to wins on the field, 
who's going to gripe?” 

The Bears’ off-season program was 
designed to bring discipline back to a team 
that wants to make amends for a disap- 
pointing 1991 season. 

For most football teams, an 8-4 
record and trip to the Copper Bow! would 
have been reward enough. But last year’s 
Baylor team expected and wanted more. 

‘The Bears had 15 senior starters 
who thought they could take the team to 
new heights. But after a 5-0 start that in- 
cluded road victories over defending na- 
tional champion Colorado and Southwest 
Conference preseason favorite Houston, 
the wheels fell off with losses at home to 
Rice, Texas A&M and Texas Tech, followed 
by a 24-0 blowout loss to underdog 
J.J. Joe, a 5-foot-11,179-pound junior, is one of 
few seasoned veterans on a greener-than-grass 
Baylor team that has to rebuild both lines and 
most of its defense. 


Indiana in the Copper Bowl. 

“Once we started winning, we had 
some guys who felt like we didn’t have to 
work as hard,” said Joe, who passed for 
1,853 yards and seven touchdowns last 
year. “But I think that says a lot about the 
discipline we had. You see a problem, but 
when you have a team full of seniors and 
you're a sophomore, you're not in position 
to do anything about it.” 

But Joe will be in that position this 
season. The 5-foot-11, 179-pound junior is 
one of few seasoned veterans on a greener- 
than-grass Baylor team that has to rebuild 
both lines and most of its defense. Head 
coach Grant Teaff, beginning his 21st sea- 
son, has only six offensive and three defen- 
sive starters returning. 

“Tm no dummy,” said Joe, who has 
already started 17 games for the Bears. “I 


know that everything starts in the lines. 
fer eee nl 


Those guys have got to develop. So my im- 
mediate expectation and hope is for this 
team to be competitive. But if we have 
some guys grow up and we keep everybody 
healthy, then maybe we can compete for 
the SWC championship. It’s more of a 
dream this year, but it’s still something we 
want.” 

For the first time in several years, 
the offense will go into the season with 
much higher expectations than the de- 
fense. In addition to Joe, the offense has 
tailback David Mims, fullbacks Robert 
Strait and John Henry, and receivers 
Melvin Bonner and Reggie Miller back on 
familiar ground. 

Baylor led the SWC in defense for 
three years in a row (1988-90) before fin- 
ishing a distant third behind Texas AGM 
and Texas last year. But new defensive co- 
ordinator John Goodner, linebackers 
coach for the last 10 years, inherits a new, 
unproven squad that lacks size, depth and 
experience. 

“We don’t have the one great domi- 
nating figure like we've had in the past,” 
Goodner said, “but we also don’t have any 
prima donnas out there. They'll bust their 
tails for you. Because we're a little under- 
sized, I think they understand they've got 
to red-line (everybody running to the ball) 
every play. If we don’t do that, we'll get in 
some games where we're just overmatched 
by people's size.” 

Up front, the Bears have to find re- 
placements for consensus All-America 
tackle Santana Dotson, All-SWC end Robin 
Jones and two other starters. The front 
four was swept clean after the ‘91 season. 

But Teaff said senior end Albert 
Fontenot (6-4, 245), who rotated with 
Jones last year, could be the best in the 
conference this year. The former 
Proposition 48 casualty registered 26 tack- 
les and three sacks as a junior. 
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SPRING ROSTER Bears OFFENSE 


No. Name Hometown Name Wt. Hometown Number Quarterback Year 
49 Lamone Alexander DE J. 6-3 210 Houston 87 WanMazoch = «OT Ft. 6-3 217 Houston i sali oe® Sunior 
62 DavidAnderson OL Jt 6-6 288 Allen, KS 35 Clarence MeCullough TBF. S-11 194 Lamar a enn Sari 
28. Keck —T8 So. 59.160 Wer 38 Mil farand §5—S_ 510-178 sane 
5 David Mims* Senior 
76 Craig Bellamy OT Jt. 6-3 266. Livingston 89 Mike McKenzie TE St. 6-3 243 San Antonio 28 Kendrick Bell Sophomore 
42 Robbie Birleson LB Sr. 6-1 225 Rockwall 58 Fred Miller OT So. 6-7 239 Houston Number Fullback Year 
83 MelvinBonner XB Sr. 6-3 205 Van Vieck 46 Jeff Miller 1B So. 5-11 225 Houston 20 Robert Strait* Junior 
84 Chad Boyd DE . Fr 6-4 203 Tyler 6 kyle Miller P So. 6-0 195 Calisburg 24 John Henry Junior 
61 LeeBruderer LB St. 6-1 204 Klein 49 Reggie Miller SE Sr. 5-9 160 Waco Number Split End Year 
3 Keith Caldwell FS Sr. 5-11 180 Austin 94 Tracey Miller oT Sr. 6-3 274 Dallas it Reggie Miller” Senior: 
12 MarvinCallies QB Jr 6-0 199 Boling 5 David Mims 1B Sr. 5-9 186 Daingerfield Gs Tyrone Smith Eesti 
: 
36 JeffChancelor Cdr. 65 260 College Station 117 TonyMoor 0B Fr 63 170 Katy - ar cr 
43° Shawn Cravens LB Sr. 5-10 219 Tyler 27 Steve Needham OB Sr. 6-1 198 Plano 2 ‘Marvin Callies Tinian 
81 Todd Crawford DE So, 6-0 214 Dallas 63 EdwinNewman OT Fr. 6-3 278 Moody Number Tight End Year 
98 Ernest Crownover OT Fr. 6-4 250 Grandview 78 Mike Oatis oT So. 6-4 262 Houston 89 ‘Mike McKenzie Senior 
& Willavidson OT So. 6-4 274 Pleasanton 66 LenPawelk 0G So. 6-5 270 Temple 86 Sean Glassco union 
16 Rhett Delaney P Sr 5-9 185 Kerrville 48 Matthew Pearson DE Sr 6-4 243 Taylor Number Left Tackle Year 
68 JeffDeLoach OT ‘Sr. G5 268 Kaly 77 ChuckPope OL Jr. 6-1 287 Walnut, KS w@ MikelGalts Sophomere) 
58 Fred Miller Sophomore 
85 Chris Dull LB So. 6-3 233 Houston 44 Fred Robertson CB Sr. 5-10 190 Dallas 
Number —_ Left Guard Year 
50 Marty Dunbar c So. 6-2 249 Southlake 6 — Jerry Robles OB Jr. 5-11. 191) Miami, FL 65 Will Davidson Sophomore 
25 RaynorFiney CB Fr. 5-9 171 Houston 36 Soot Rountree SE Sr. 5-10 160 Waco ral Ricky Heard Fresh 
96 AlbertFontenot DE-DT Sr 6-4 243 Houston 26 Tyrone Smith FS Fr, 5-11 171 Houston iS Year 
93. Ray Ford DE Sr 6-4 228 Melder, LA 15 TimSpencer SS Sr. 5-10 200 Houston 7 Chuck Pope Junior 
86 SeanGlassco TE J 6-3 233 Klein 70 Bryan Sralla OG = Sr. 6-3 262 Kerrville 55 John Turner Freshman 
71 RickyHeard —0G_~=««*F. «6-3 275 Forney 21 Creig Stephens 1B Sr 6-1 226 Pasadena Number Right Guard Year 
24 JohnHenry FB Jt. _&8 196 Lorena 30 Justin! ——~FS_—*Fr._68 210 San Antonio 76 Craig Bellamy” Junior 
57 Charles Horton DL Fr. 6 280 Dallas 90 Steve Strahan DT So. 62 294 Houston wD David Leaks ao 
Number Right Tackle Year 
8 ChadHunter SS Je. 60 185. Garland 20 Robert Stait FB Jr. 6-1 240 Cuero a eee — 
13 J.J. Joe OB Jr 5-11. 179 Arlington 4° Andrew Swasey OB Jr. 6-0 190 Miami, FL 68 ‘Jeff DeLoach ‘Senior 
45 Donnie Laurence LB Fr. 6-4 225 Kerrville 23° Jimmy Talbot 1B Fr. 6-0 200 Houston 
10” Stavn Lawson DB S60. 475. Longview 4 ByanTanner DEF _62 214 Dale Bears DEFENSE 
69 David Leaks OG Jr 6-4 330 Fairfield 2 Trooper Taylor = SS Sr, 5-9 182 Cuero 
39 Bradford Lewis FB Jr. 5-8 203 Waco 91 Byron Thompson DE Fr. 6-5 209 Killeen Number Left End Year 
48 Christevis FS So, 63 187 Gainesvile 99 Tony Tubbs LB Jr. 62 227 Durant, OK 96 Albert Fontenot Senior 
80 Scotty Lewis oT So. 6-4 250 Sulphur Springs §5 John Turner c Fr. 6-4 262 Coppell sal Byron Thompson Freshman’ 
38 Shelton Lewis LB Ft. 6-3 204 Gainesville 87 Robert Wagner TE Sr 6-6 260 Alla Loma Minbar Les Tae seas 
32 DavidLoeb FB <St_5-11 217 Houston 17 Trey Weir K S58 161 Abington 2 Siew Sahay _— —Sagnonore 
52 GaryMabry Bd. 641 220 Houston 22 GregWhite ‘TB -St_5:7 185 Waco Momber Right Tackle Yer 
31 Lance Marburger CB Jr. 5-11 189 Edinburg 67 Taggart Williams DT So. 6-2 261 Baird 30 ‘Scotty Lewis, Sophomore 
7 Le'Shai Maston LB Sr. 6-1 215 Dallas 29° Jason Young CB dt. 5-10 180 Lubbock Charles Horton Freshman 
Number Right End Year 
Bears STATIsTics 48 Matthew Pearson Senior 
EE EE 49 Lamone Alexander __Junior 
PASSING TACKLES Number Ould Linepeoet Year 
7 Le'Shai Maston’ Senior 
Name Att Comp Yards Pct TD Int Maston (110), Hafford (102), 38 Shelton Lewis Freshman 
a8 206 109 1853 529 7 8 Hand (77), McFarland (63), Smith (61), Number Middle Linebacker Year 
Needham 138 65615 0 1 Deon (60) cowe (9) San ee 
sa SS INTERCEPTIONS poe NE ETT 
McFarland (6), Smith (4), Caldwell (3), Hand (2), 45 Donnteltadrence! = Shreshiman 
Mims 148 852 58 25 3 Hatford (2), Elson (2), Walker (2) Number Left Comerback Year 
Strait Gh Gar 2aGl nae 3 Keith Caldwell Senior 
44 Fred Robertson Senior 
Henn 0502 RS Or HE Number Right Comerback Year 
RECEIVING Coach: Grant Teaff 33 Michael McFarland" Senior 
Name No Yaris Avg Lg 1D 121-100-6, 20 years; 163-146-8 overall, 29 years 
Bonner 34 836 246 77 «4 1991 Record: 5-3/T 2nd; 8-4 overall 18 Chris Lewis Sophomore 
Miles 31 471 «151 «+53 =O ium: B lerey Rables aiGniee 
i Stadium: Floyd Casey (48,500) 
Mille a AS Lettermen Returning: 24 15 Tim Spencer Senior 
Mims 13° 174 (1330372 : a Chad Hunter Junior 


* Denotes returning starters. 
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Fontenot's bookend will be senior 


Matthew Pearson, another Prop 48 victim, 
who has battled injuries, academic strug- 
gles and inconsistency since his first day 
on campus. In his first season of note, 
Pearson had 26 tackles last year, including 
five behind the line. 

‘The projected starting tackles are 
sophomore Steve Strahan (6-2, 290) and 
Scotty Lewis, who returned for spring 
training after missing last fall for academic 
troubles. For depth, the Bears have to wait 
on the fall arrival of recruits Charles 
Horton, Earnest Crownover and Joey 
Asbell. 

Senior Le’Shai Maston (6-1, 215), a 
defensive back playing linebacker, is the 
only returning starter from the front 
seven. In his first year as a starter, the 
hard-hitting weakside linebacker led the 
team with 110 tackles and earned consen- 
sus All-SWC honors. 

Lee Bruderer started in the middle 
as a sophomore in 1990, making 53 tack- 
les, but he suffered a hamstring injury last 
August and never regained his form. In 
limited backup duty, Bruderer had 13 
tackles last year, 

The other starting linebacker is for- 
mer junior college transfer Robbie 
Birleson, who saw only brief playing time 
last year after an injury redshirt year in 
‘90. 


Behind the starters are senior 
Shawn Cravens and a young group that in- 
cludes sophomore Tony Tubbs and red- 
shirt freshmen Donnie Laurence, Shelton 
Lewis and Chris Dull. 

After losing five starters over the 
last two years, the secondary should be in 
a state of chaos or decay. But that is not 
the case at all. In fact, Teaff said it could be 
the strength of the defense by the opening 
kickoff. 

“Losing the guys we have, it’s just 
not in people’s thinking that we can be 
very strong,” Teaff said. “But with the guys 
we were able to bring in this spring, we 
find ourselves in a much stronger position 
than most folks ever dreamed possible.” 

The difference was the emergence 
of junior college transfers Andrew Swasey 
and Jerry Robles, and fifth-year senior 
Fred Robertson, whose career has been 
plagued by injuries. Although none were 
listed as starters, all three will challenge 
for spots this fall. 

Senior safeties Michael McFarland 
and Keith Caldwell were moved to corner- 
back to replace last year’s starters. But 
McFarland could move back to strong 
safety if Swasey catches on at corner. 


3 


A 
Robert Strait, a bruising 6-foot-1, 250-pounder, missed most of two games with a knee inj 
required scope surgery and then missed two more weeks with a badly sprained ankle. 


A first-team All-SWC pick by one 
publication, McFarland has turned into a 
pick-off artist with 11 interceptions in two 
years as a starter. He led the secondary 
with 63 tackles and six interceptions last 
year, 

“You've got to start with those two 
guys (McFarland and Caldwell),” Goodner 
said. “They're both great players, but they 
also have that blue-collar work ethic you 
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like to see.” 

If McFarland doesn’t move, the 
projected starter at strong safety is for- 
mer walk-on Tim Spencer. Sophomore 
Chris Lewis, who subbed for an injured 
Caldwell the last three games, will start at 
free safety. 

At full strength, the Baylor offense 
was a well-oiled machine that averaged 
489.2 yards and 31.7 points in the first six 
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Bears RECRUITING 


Name, Position Size Hometown High School / College 


David ANDERSON OL 6-6, 288 Allen, KS Fort Soott CC 


Made Max Emfinger’s JC Hot 120... JC Gridwire honorable mention All-American... All- 
Jayhawk Conference... Scholar-Athlete All-American, 


64,175 Beaumont Westbrook 
\i-District at wide receiver as wel. Top 100 prospect by 
zgram, Houston Postand San Antonio Express-News 


Howard ANTWINE DB 
Intercepted 10 passes last yer 
Max Emifinger, Fort Worth Star 


Joseph ASBELL DL 6-4, 250 Tyler Kilgore JC 

No. 6 defensive end on Max Emfinger’s Southwest Top 300... Top 125 regional prospect. 
Came out of John Tyler as @ Top 100 prospect by Houstan Post, San Antonia Express-News, 
Fort Worth Star-Telegram and both Dallas papers. 


Marcus BIBBS SE 6-3, 185 San Angelo Central 

aught 40 passes for 725 yards with 7 TDs last year... Had 44 catches for 850 yards his junior 
year. Top 100 prospect by Waco Tribune, Dallas Morning News, Houston Chronicle and San 
“Antonio Express-News, 


Tony BLOCKETT DB 6-0, 178 Garland Lakeview Centennial 

Had 53 tackles and 2 interceptions last year... Rushed for 1,400 yards with 13 TOs. 
Caught 12 passes and averaged 35 yards per kickoff return... Won district's 100-meter 
dash as a junior. 


Earnest CROWNOVER DE 6-4, 250 Grandview Ranger JC 

Went to high school at Grandview, where he had 125 tackles, 23 sacks, 6 fumble recoveries, 
caused 7 fumbles, broke up 4 passes and had 3 interceptions his senior year... All-District and 
All-Area at defensive end and tight end. 


Curtis DRAPER OL 6-4, 280 Lubbock Estacado 
Second-team All-State... Top 100 prospect by 5 newspapers and Max Emfinger. 


Darryl GARDENER OL 6-9, 265 Lawton, OK Lawton 

Averaged 19 tackles per game as a senior, with 8 sacks and 9 hurries... Caught 8 passes 
for 138 yards and 2 TDs... Averaged 17 points and 10 rebounds per game in basketball. 
All-State, 


Eric GRAY OB 6-4, 210 Aldine Aldine 

Rushed and passed for 2,500 yards with 25 TDs last year, leading team to semifinals... Team won 
5A state championship his junior year, when he rushed for 1,496 yards with 25 TDs and passed 
for 1,099 yards with 10 scores... Set state record with 236 yards rushing in state title game. 


Malcolm HAMILTON FB 6-1, 205 Odessa Permian 
‘Two-way starter for state champs... Had more than 100 yards rushing in the last eight games... 
Rushed for 1,861 yards with 29 TDs... Second-team All-State, 


Charles HORTON DL. 6-3, 280 Dallas Carter 

Originally signed with Bears last year, but has five years of eligibility after attending military 
prep school... All-State his senior year... Had 84 solo tackles... Second-team prep All-American 
by Max Emfinger. 


Name, Position Size 


Hometown igh School / College 
Hunter HUNTER OL, 6-3, 290 San Antonio Clark 

All-District and All-State... Top 100 prospect by San Antonio Express-News, Dallas Morning 
‘News, Waco Tribune and Houston Chronicle. 


Brandel JACKSON AB 511, 208 Brenham Brenham 
Rushed for 1,328 yards last year with 20 TDs... Had 2,026 all-purpose yards... Offensive 
Player-of-the-Year in 21-4A... Rushed for 3,000 career yards with 35 scores. 


LaCurtis JONES LB 6-1, 200 Waco Waco 
Originally signed last year, but sat out... Had 40 solo tackles and 33 assists two years ago for a 
tunit that allowed 175 yards per game... Blocked 4 kicks... All-District. 


Shavin LAWSON DB 6-0, 175 Longview Long Beach State 

Played his freshman year at Prairie View and was named the Southwestern Athletic 
Conference's Freshman-of-the-Year and All-SWAC... Earned All-Big West honors at Long 
Beach last year. 


Brian NEWBERRY 08 6-3, 190 West Moore, OK West Moore 
First team All-State pick. 
Bruce NOWAK L 6-6, 270 Houston Northbrook 


Had 72 tackles last year, 25 of them solos and 4 sacks... Will be tried both ways... Max 
Emfinger Blue Chip list 


Chuck POPE OL 6-1, 287 
Named to Max Emfinger's JC Hot 120 list. 
American... All-Jayhawk Conference. 


Walnut, KS 
JC Gridwire Top 100 prospect. 


Coffeyville CC 
Second-team All 


‘Adrian ROBINSON QB-§ 6-2, 200 Edna Edna 
‘Two-way starter for semifinalist... Class 3A Player-of-the-Year... Two-way All-State... Passed 
for 1,049 yards, rushed for 1,771 yards and intercepted 14 passes. 


Jerry ROBLES DB 5-11, 191 Miami, FL Fort Scott CC 
Named to Max Emfingers JC Top 120 lst... All-Jayhawk Conference. 

Willie SHUPP P 6-0, 180 Rubidoux, CA Chaffey JC 
First team All-Conference selection in JUCO. 

Andrew SWASEY DB 6-0, 190 Miami, FL Scott CC 


Named to Max Emfinger’s JC Hot 120 list. 
‘Second-team All-American. 


Je Gridvire Top 100 prospect... All-Conference. 


‘Shawn WASHINGTON DE —_6-3, 220. Waco Connally 
Had 42 tackles and 6 saoks... Averaged 18 yards per catch... All-District three years. 


Josh WENKE TE 6-3, 230 La Feria La Feria 
Had 90 tackles in five games.., Had 35 solo tackles, 81 assists and 5 sacks as a junior. 
District's Most Valuable Player in basketball as a junior... Academically ranked No. 1 in class, 


SPRING UPDATE 


Baylor football Coach Grant Teaff was named athletic director and 
announced that the 1992 football season will be his last. Teaff, in his 
21st season, will become the full-time athletic director after the team's 
last football game. “I would like for that to be in January, but we'll see 
how that goes,” said Teaff. 

After a relatively injury-free spring, the Bears’ defense was dealt a 
severe blow in the closing Green-White game when middle linebacker 
Lee Bruderer suffered a season-threatening knee injury. 

Bruderer, who missed most of the 1991 season with a pulled 
hamstring, tore the medial collateral ligament in his right knee and un- 
derwent surgery. 

“It was a crushing blow,” Teaff said. “We haven't had a middle 
linebacker play any better since (Mike) Singletary. The odds of him 
coming back are very doubtful. That was so disheartening.” 

Sophomore Tony Tubbs, who sat out last season with an injury, 
moves up to the No. 1 spot. But Teaff said Robbie Birleson could move 
over from the strongside spot. 

Senior defensive back Trooper Taylor missed last fall with a seri- 
ous knee injury that required surgery. 

But Teaff said his rehab is on schedule and Taylor could be back 
to compete for a starting job in August. 

Also rehabilitating from injuries were quarterbacks Steve 


Needham (shoulder) and Tony Moore (hamstring), center Marty 
Dunbar (knee), tailback Jimmy Talbot (knee) and linebacker Jeff Miller 
(sprained arch). All are expected back by fall. 

Robert Strait could be one of the best fullbacks in the country. In 
the spring game, which the Green team won, 27-0, Strait rushed for 
64 yards and one touchdown on just seven carries. 

The leading rusher in the game, though, was sophomore |-back 
Bradford Lewis with 95 yards on six carries, the bulk of which was a 
70-yard TD run. 

Redshirt freshman tailback Clarence McCullough and linebacker 
Shelton Lewis were voted the most improved players in the spring. 

McCullough moved up behind David Mims and Kendrick Bell and 
scored a TD in the Green-White game. Lewis was listed as the backup 
to Le’Shai Maston at weakside linebacker and will get even more work 
if Bruderer does not come back. 

“We don't know exactly what we'll do,” Teaff said, “but Shelton is 
going to have to do it now. He's got to help us there.” 

Among the high school recruits, Baylor was still waiting on test 
scores from quarterback Eric Gray of Aldine, defensive lineman Darryl 
Gardener from Lawton, Okla., and offensive lineman Curtis Draper 
from Lubbock Estacado. Fullback Malcolm Hamilton passed his test 
and will be eligible in the fall. 
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games. But when injuries started creeping 
in, the machine misfired more often than 
it clicked, 

Strait, a bruising 6-foot-1, 250- 
pounder, missed most of two games with a 
knee injury that required scope surgery 
and then missed two more weeks with a 
badly sprained ankle. Playing in just six 
full games, he was the team’s second-lead- 
ing rusher with 551 yards and six TDs on 
99 carries. 

In Strait’s absence, junior John 
Henry stepped in and never lost a game as 
a starter. He was close on Strait’s heels 
with 52] yards and six TDs on 95 carries, 
including a 124-yard day vs. Texas Tech. 

“We call them Thunder and 
Lightning,” Teaff said. “I know there are 
some good ones out there, but I don’t 
think anybody in the country has got two 
as proven and as capable as those guys. At 
his size, Strait’s speed is just amazing.” 

What proved to be more crippling 
were Bonner’s pulled hamstring and 
Mims’ bruised shoulder. With those two 
limited and little depth behind them, a big 
part of the offense was gone. 

Mims still finished with 852 yards 
on 148 carries, the best total for a Baylor 
back since Alfred Anderson’s 1,046-yard 
season in 1983. He earned second-team 
All-Conference honors and was chasing 
Rice’s Trevor Cobb and A&M's Greg Hill 
before his injury in the sixth week of the 
season. 

Behind Mims are sophomore 
Kendrick Bell, who switched from corner- 
back at midseason last year, and redshirt 
freshmen Clarence McCullough and 
Jimmy Talbot. The receiver positions are 
“paper-thin” for depth, but Bonner and 
Miller give the Bears two proven starters. 

Bonner, a first-team All-SWC pick, 
had a phenomenal start in ‘91 with 683 
yards and four touchdowns on 24 catches 
in the first six games. But double cover- 
ages and a hamstring injury limited the 6- 
foot-3, 205-pounder in the second half of 
the season, as he finished with 34 recep- 
tions for 836 yards. 

“Melvin has got to have a big year 
for us,” Teaff said. “And he’s quite capable 
of that. Until his injury, there was no re- 
ceiver in the country having a bigger year 
than Melvin.” 

Miller chipped in 15 catches for 150 
yards and has 33 receptions for his career. 
Behind Miller and Bonner are converted 
defensive backs Tyrone Smith and Justin 
Still and former quarterback Marvin 
Callies. 

Mike McKenzie (6-3, 243) started at 


tight end as a sophomore in 1990, making 
nine catches for 112 yards, but he was re- 
placed last year by the more versatile 
Alonzo Pierce. McKenzie is back as the 
starter this year, but he will be spelled in 
certain situations by former fullbacks 
David Lobe and Bradford Lewis in a new I- 
back spot. 

With four starters and five of the 
top six linemen gone, offensive line coach 
FA. Dry had to learn names first. Gone are 
guards Monte Jones and John Turnpaugh, 
who were both four-year starters and All- 
SWC picks. 

Junior Craig Bellamy is the only re- 
turning starter, but he has moved from 
tackle to guard to make room for promis- 
ing sophomore Len Pawelek (6-5, 270) at 
right tackle. Sophomores Will Davidson 
and Mike Oatis will man the left side of the 
line at guard and tackle, respectively, with 
junior college transfer Chuck Pope (6-1, 
287) at center. 

Pope, a second-team JUCO All- 
American at Fort Scott, Kan., stepped into 
the starting role when junior Marty 
Dunbar suffered a knee injury in the first 
week of spring drills. 

Behind the starters, the situation is 
even scarier. Redshirt freshman John 
Turner, Fred Miller, Ricky Heard and 
Edwin Newman will all be counted on to 
play. And they are one injury from being in 
the starting lineup. 

“With our skill people back, the nu- 
cleus for the offense is very positive,” Teaff 
said. “What we have to do now is go 
through the pain of a new birth. But the 
rebirth of an offensive team is made easier 
with returning skill people. You can come 
nearer reloading an offense if you have 
skill people than if you have a line and no 
skill people.” 

One of the major problems last year 
was a kicking game that was spotty at best. 
Jeff Ireland missed 14 of 25 field goals and 
punter Kent Brentham managed just a 
37.4-yard average. 

But with those two gone, the situation 
‘was even more bleak in the spring. Senior 
walk-ons Trey Weir and Rhett Delaney were 
rated best of show, but junior college transfer 
Willie Shupp from California could provide 
the answers in the fall. 

“Tl probably have dreams about 
that,” Teaff said. “I'll dream about him 
floating in here ona cloud and hitting a 
60-yard field goal through the middle of 
the uprights and then booming the kickoff 
through the back of the end zone. Hey, if 
you're going to dream, you might as well 
dream big.” 
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Only you can prevent forest fires. 


A Public Service ofthe USDA Forest Service and your Sate Forse. 


TEXAS TECH 
RED RAIDERS 


Saut SETS Success STANDARDS 


By Don Wittiams 


Someday soon, 

the city council 

of Idalou, Texas, 
’ must budget for 

some unfinished 

construction 

work. In 
Lubbock, where Texas Tech free safety 
Tracy Saul is pursuing All-American 
honors, the Buddy Holly statue is a 
landmark for rock ‘n’ roll lovers. An 
hour south of Lubbock, the townspeo- 
ple of O'Donnell erected a memorial to 
Dan Blocker, a.k.a. Hoss Cartwright of 
Bonanza. 

In Idalou, population 2,338, 
word of mouth is homage enough for 
Tracy Saul. But who knows for how 
much longer. Chuck and Doris’ boy 
does share the Southwest Conference 
career interception record with Kevin 
Smith of Texas A&M, and he did gain 
third-team All-American notice from 
the Associated Press and second-team 
status from United Press International 
after the Red Raiders’ 6-5 season last 
year. 

“We should have something,” a 
lady at Idalou city hall said one day last 
spring. “Everybody brags on him.” 

Someday soon maybe... 

Just don’t believe everything 
Don Hasley tell you. 

“They've got a street named after 
him,” the Texas Tech tight end said 
within Saul’s earshot. “When you 
come into Idalou, you see the sign. On 
one side, it has the Idalou Wildcat 
Tracy Saul. On the other side, it has 
the Texas Tech Tracy Saul. Underneath 


Quarterback Robert Hall finished '91 by breaking 
the Raiders' single-game total offense record 
twice in the last five Saturdays. 


it says, Welcome to Idalou: Hometown 
of Tracy Saul — No. 6 in your pro- 
gram, No. 1 in your heart.” 

In word pictures, Hasley has 
printed a billboard that is purely imag- 
inary. Saul has listened to the narra- 
tive in good humor. He does, after all, 
show only one temper: Even. 

“These big-town guys give me a 
hard time,” said Saul, a 5-foot-11, 180- 
pound senior. “They give me a hard 
time about my accent, about not 
nowing about anything, about being 
from a small town.” Never, however, 
ave they given Saul a hard time about 
ow he plays football. Of course, his 
rendition of free safety has never been 
backwoods. Not even from his first ses- 
sion of freshman two-a-days, when 
ead coach Spike Dykes had every in- 
tention of redshirting Saul. 


“Course, that held up for about 
one week,” Dykes says now. 

Saul has started since midway 
through his true freshman season, 
when he intercepted eight passes. 
Entering his final season at Tech, Saul 
has 30 career starts, the 20 intercep- 
tions, two Southwest Conference punt 
return titles, a consensus All-SWC sea- 
son at defensive back and now, All- 
America attention. 

Explaining that part is what Saul 
really has a tough time with. 

“He never really talks much 
about the way he plays,” said Kirby 
Adams, the Red Raiders’ backup free 
safety. “It’s all out on the field. He’s 
never been one for bragging. He wins 
some award or honor, and it’s always 
like, ‘I got lucky on this one.’ ” 

Sounds like the same fresh-faced 
kid who used to dash up and down the 
field as the Idalou Wildcats’ quarter- 
back, score four or five touchdowns, 
and then politely lecture sportswriters 
afterward on the benefits of good 
blocking. It's how he was raised, 

Chuck Saul always said: “If you 
want to do something on your own, 
you'd better go play tennis.” Saul’s de- 
votion to team borders on the fanati- 
cal. In his first three seasons at Tech, 
Saul missed two practices. His perfect 
string ended last fall at the hands of a 
cranky Achilles tendon. Even so, only a 
mandate from defensive coordinator 
Carlos Mainord kept Saul off the field. 

Mainord knows only one sure 
way for the Tech coaching or training 
staffs to keep an ailing Saul in sick bay: 
“They've got to lock him up,” Mainord 
said. 


Otherwise, Saul will be out there 
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21_Kirby Adams 
53. Peter Allen 
Anthony Armour 
83 Scott Aylor 
3 Byron Baker 
46. Shawn Banks 
44 Brian Barker 
Marcus Beasley 
61 Dusty Beavers 
68 Charlie Biggurs 
43 Jason Birdwell 
82 Vincent Brandon 
26 Donny Brooks 
Andre Brown 
Jody Brown 
9 Dewayne Bryant 
92. Steve Carr 
52 John Carter 
Sone Cavazos 
62 Andy Chance 
54 day Clark 


‘Marcus Coleman 
29 Roger Com 
Aton Grain 
Tony Daniels 
46 Jon Davis 
Shane Dunn 
95 Harry Dyas 
36 Leric Eaton 
50 Brad Elam 
Ben Fay 
17 Shawn Felix 
89 Jerod Flebiger 
48 Brady Field 
56 Scott Fitzgerald 
5 Dee Foster 
(laskel Freeman 
22 Jamie Gibbs 
Leonce Griffin 
87 Eddie Hall 
1 Robert Hall 
80. Don Hasiey 
59. Ed Hendrix 
41 Bruce Hill 
18 Lloyd Hill 
74 Steve Hoffman 
85 Tony Hooper 


8 Jason Clemmons OB 


i} 
10 
0B 
cB 
TE 
ie 
c 
55 
FB 
1B 
1B 
DE 
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SPRING ROSTER 


Pos. Class Ht. Wt. 


62 250 
60 170 
66 250 
63 285 
61 211 
6:2 180 
62 262 
66 226 


Hometown 


Lubbock 
Sugar Land 
Dallas 
Round Rock 
Dallas 

Dallas 
‘Amarillo 
Dallas 
Ruidoso, NM 
Houston 
Goleman 


7 Waco 


Rockdale 
Lewisville 
Gross Plains 
Los Angeles, CA 
EI Paso 

Round Rock 
Weslaco 

Buda 

Eastland 
Roswell, NMI 
Dallas 

Crowley 

Waco 

Odessa 
Brandon, MS 
Lubbock 
Shreveport, LA 
Houston 
Pasadena 
‘White Settlement 
Bastrop 
Lowisvlie 
Guymon, OK 
League City 
Waco 

Fort Worth 
Ballinger 

Baton Rouge, LA 
Stamford 
Dallas 

‘San Antonio 
Victoria 

Fort Worth 
Odessa 

Schertz 

Aldine 


Rep Raper OFFENSE 


No. Name Pos. Class Ht. 


Mike Hunnicutt FL Jr 5-9 
ShawnHurd CBF. 5-8 
Shawn Jackson DE Jn 63 


Robert Johnson DB Fr, 5-17 
Robby Joiner LB Jr. 6-2 
Casey Jones OL. «6S 
Chris Kenney CBS. —«6-0 
RobertKing P.O 


Ben Kirkpatrick OLB Sr, 5-11 
Stance labaj 0G == Sr._—«G-4 
Jerome tang LB F.6d 
Mike Liscio OLB Sr. 
Rebert Mack WR Fr, 6-2 
BingoMancilas OG Jr, 62 


Donald Marshall FL Jt. 6-4 
Kip MoFarin TE Jt. 6-3 
Verone McKinley OB Fr 6-3 
Craig Mere OL, 63 
Tony Miller SE dt. 5-11 


Dorrell Mitchell FL Jr, 6-0 
Mike Moore OT J, «65 
Byron Morris 1B So, 6-4 
Byron Myles FB, GO 


Chris Ori DE So. 6-0 
Stacey Petrich OT dn 6-4 
‘John Pits DE Sr. 6-2 


Johnathan Price OL Fr, 6-4 
Wiliam Ritter NT Sr 6-2 
Robert Rivera 0G So. 6-2 
Adrian Roland OLB Fi. 6-1 
Tracy Saul FS St 6-0 
lynn Scherler OE Fi, 6-5 
Ronnie Seals OT Jt. Ged 
Andre Session 1B Fr, 6-11 
Shane Sowell CF. 6-3 
Lanty Starr ees) 
Bart Thomas SS So. 61 
Zach Thomas 1B Ft, 6-1 
Mario Thompson DE Fr. 6-5 
John Upshaw OL Fr, 6-4 
Quincy White LBS. 6-0 
Damon Wickware ILB_ So, 6-2 
Anthony Wiley CB Jt. 5-10 
Lavell Wiliams 18 dr 5-5 
‘Self Wood 0G So. 6-4 
Chad Worley OLB dr 6-0 
Byron Wright OLB So, 6-2 
Chuck Wyatt OB dr 6-3 


wt. 


Hometown 


Hurst 
Dallas 
Boling 
Lubbock 
Lubbock 


2 Shepherd 


Kilgore 
tran 

Post 

Austin 
Crosbyton 
Dallas 
Galveston 
Alice 

Grand Prairie 
Nederland 
Dallas 
Plano 

Tyler 

Miami, FL 
Houston 
Cooper 
living 
‘WO-Stark 
McAllen 
Wichita Fal 
Dallas 


7 Odessa 


Devine 
Dallas 

Idalow 

Sheridan Lake, CO 
Andrews 

El Paso 

Lubbock 

Wichita, KS 

White Over 
Pampa 

Terrell 

Lubbock 

Midland 

Hurst 

Richardson 
Houston 

San Antonio 
Levelland 

Wichita Falls 
Pflugerville 


Rep Raiper Statistics 


PASSING TACKLES 
Name Att Comp Yards Pct TD Int Wingo (127), Carr (116), 
Hall 900 111 1788 505 10 5 Dubiski (106), Saul (93), Petty (91), 
Gill 123 65 688 «4«528 3°«3 Liscio (70), Kirkpatrick (62) 
Name aie lg 1D cassis 

Saul (8), Brooks (4), Gerlich (1), 

Mortis Ce ee a) Wiley (1), Dubiski (1) 
Lynn 183) 450, 350 tee 4 
Hall 1a 27o Sia 6 - 

RECEIVING Coach: Spike Dykes 
Name No Yards Avg Lg 1D 30-26-1, 5 years 
Hill 33 «641 «194 48 «2 1991 Record: 5-3/T 2nd; 6-5 overall 
Blackshear 30 649 21.6 95 5 Stadium: Jones (50,500) 
Stinnett 26 344 (132 «25 2 ian 
Aaah ‘gh ee Lettermen Returning: 31 


Number Quarterback Year 
1 Robert Hall* Junior 
7 Chuck Wyatt Junior 
4 Byron Morris Sophomore 
31 Lavell Williams Junior 
Number Fullback Year 
41 Bruce Hill Junior 
44 Byron Myles Junior 
83 Scott Aylor ‘Sophomore 
80 Don Hasley* Senior 
57 Stacey Petrich* Junior 
93 Ronnie Seals Junior 
78 Bingo Mancillas. Junior 
69 Ed Hendrix. Freshman 
Number Center Year 
56 Scott Fitzgerald Sophomor 
50 Brad Elam* Junior 
Number Right Guard Year 
67 Stance Labaj* Senior 
79 Robert Rivera Sophomore 
Number — Right Tackle Year 
68 Charlie Biggurs* Senior 
60 Mike Moore Junior 
Number — Split End Year 
18 Loyd Hill Junior 
82 Vincent Brandon Junior 
Number Flanker Year 
il ‘Mike Hunnicutt Junior 
ai} Derrel! Mitchell Junior 
Rep RAIDER DEFENSE 
‘Num Left End Year 
95 Harry Dyas* Senior 
90 John Pitts. Senior 
Number Nose Tackle 
Steve Hoffman Senior 
Dusty Beavers Junior 
Number — Right End 
98 Shawn Jackson* Junior 
43 Jason Birdwell Junior 


Number Outside Linebacker Year 
Mike Liscio” Senior 
94 Byron Wright Senior 


Number Middle Linebacker Year 


92 Steve Carr* Senior 
38 Robby Joiner Junior 
42 Quincy White Senior 
48 Brady Field Junior 
Number Outside Linebacker Year 

47 Ben Kirkpatrick” Senior 
46 ‘Shawn Banks Freshman 
Number Left Cornerback Year 

27 Anthony Wiley” Junior 

2 Chris Kenney Senior 
Number Right Cornerback Year 

26 Donny Brooks: Junior 

25 Shawn Hurd Freshman 
Number Strong Safety Year 

9 Dewayne Bryant Junior 

20 Bart Thomas Sophomore 
Number Free Safety Year 

6 Tracy Saul Senior 

21 Kirby Adams Junior 


* Denotes returning starters. 
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bettering himself. 

“He's got as good of work habits as 
I’ve ever been around,” Mainord said. “If 
you don’t watch it, some guys will kind of 
ride on what they've done in years past. He’s 
not one of those guys. The drills he does 
right now, he does them just as hard as 
when he was a freshman.” 

Maybe that’s how Saul has gotten to 
this point. Twice, Saul has reeled in eight 
interceptions in a season. If he does so 
again, he'll be within one of the NCAA ca- 
reer interception record of 29. Saul had 79 
interception return yards as a freshman, 
147 as a sophomore and 157 as a junior. 
That's 383 total, only 118 yards shy of the 
NCAA record, 501. 

The expectations are too high for Saul 
to fizzle out now. And there’s more incen- 
tive this season. Those two absences from 
practice last fall weren't Saul’s last. With 
eavy heart, Saul skipped three days of 
spring practice in March after the death of 
is grandfather, retired Swisher County 
judge Leroy Saul. 

“He was somebody I'd spent my whole 
ife around,” Saul said. “He used to take me 
and my sister and cousins to fish. And he’d 
always been one that, every kind of athletic 
event I had, he was there. He never missed 
anything I did. He really loved Tech football. 
‘dkind of like to make next season a good 
one for him.” 

Tech supporters no longer expect any- 
thing but good seasons from Saul — they'd 
just like to see the team consistently follow 
his lead. The Raiders closed with a flurry a 
year ago, their 5-1 finish being the second- 
best turnaround in the nation after five 
games. It’s the 1-4 start that the Raiders 
would happily expunge from the record. 
Dykes has two vaild reasons for be- 
jieving Tech can avoid another stumbling 
start: Quarterback Robert Hall finished out 
1991 by breaking the Raiders’ single-game 
total-offense record twice in the last five 
Saturdays. The Raiders also will field one of 
the most experienced defenses in Dykes’ 
tenure. 

“We really had a good spring defen- 
sively,” Dykes said. “We've more quickness 
than we've ever had, and we've got more 
strength than we've ever had. Now you just 
hope they can play. We've got some team 
speed on the field, and that’s a nice thing to 


Texas Tech free safety Tracy Saul is pursuing 
All-American honors. 
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Name, Position Size Hometown —_—_High School / College 
Anthony ARMOUR LB 6-2, 205 Dallas 

All-State... Had 142 tackles, 6 caused fumbles and recovered 5 nee for 122 quarterfinal 
ist.. All-District 


‘Andre BROWN RB 5-8, 195 Lewisville Lewisville 
Rushed for 1,751 yards last year on 248 carries (7.1) with 24 TDs... Go-Offensive MVP in 5A- 
5... Had more than 3,000 career yards rushing... Two-time All-District... Second-team All-State. 


Marcus BEASLEY WA 5-11, 185 Dallas Maceo Smith 

Signed with TCU fast year, but did not enroll while recovering trom non-football related injury. 
Played quarterback and safety for first-year program as a senior in high school... Passed for 
4,451 yards with 18 TDs... Had 124 tackles, 4 interceptions and 4 fumble recoveries... All- 
State. 


Dewayne BRYANT DB 6-1, 200 Los Angeles, CALA Southwest CC 
All-Region and All-Southern California JC... Had 73 tackles, 6 interceptions, 3 fumble recover- 
ies and caused 2 fumbles... All-Conference as a freshman with 74 tackles... Lettered in basket- 
ball, track and baseball at Los Angeles Locke High School. 


Jody BROWN DB 6-0, 190 Cross Plains Cross Plains 

Had 92 tackles, 3 sacks, 4 interceptions and 7 deflections... Rushed for 1,661 yards with 20 
TDs... All-State on defense, second-team All-State on offense... Had 355 career tackles and 
6,151 yards rushing, 


Sone CAVAZOS OB 6-1, 195 Weslaco Westaco 
Completed 166 of 309 passes for 2,569 yards with 30 TDs for 12-1 quarterfinalist.. Player-of- 
the-Year in 5A-82... Played basketball, baseball and ran track. 


Marcus COLEMAN DB 6-2, 180 Dallas Lake Highlands 
Had 108 tackles and 4 interceptions for 7-4 team... All-District... Had 26 tackles against 
Plano... Won district triple jump at 48-3... Started for 10-1 team as a junior. 


Tony DANIELS LB 6-4, 220 Odessa Permi 
Helped team to 16-0 mark and state championship... Second-team All-State... Had 37 solo 
tackles, 4 deflections, 6 sacks and a fumble recovery... Three-year starter in basketball and 
high jumped 6-6... Consensus Top 100 prospect. 


Shane DUNN OL 6-3, 270 Lubbock Monterey 
Two-time All-South Plains... Two-time All-District at guard and defensive tackle... Regional 
heavyweight wrestling champ... Member of National Honor Society. 

Ben FAY 0B 6-2, 200 White Settlement Brewer 

Completed 61 of 124 passes for 1,002 yards with 11 TDs last year despite missing 5 games 
with a knee injury... Record as a starter was 28-4-1, never losing a district game... Had 4,665 
career yards passing with 45 TDs... Three-time All-District. 


Claskel FREEMAN AB 5-9, 200 Fort Worth Western Hills 

5A-7 Co-Offensive Player-of-the-Year... Rushed for 1,489 yards with 11 TDs... Two-time All- 
District and All-Tarrant County... Had over 3,000 career yards... Ran sprints in track and threw 
shot and discus. 


Size Hometown High School / College 


Leonce GRIFFIN AB 5-11, 182 Baton Rouge, LA Broadmoore 
All-County, All-City, and All-District. Rushed for 1,003 yards and 10 TDs for Class 3A team... 
Offensive MVP of team... Strong runner with very good vision of the field. 


Robert M. JOHNSON DB 5-11, 175 Lubbock Estacado 

Had 3 interceptions, 3 deflections, 35 solo tackles and 3 fumble recoveries last year... All- 
State... Rushed for 1,377 yards with 19 TDs for 10-2 team... All-District at running back... 
Played basketball and ran track. 


Casey JONES OL 6-5, 252 Shepherd Shepherd 
Two-time All-District... Three-year starter on offense and two-year starter on defense.. 
‘Second-team All-District in basketball and district champ in shot put. 


Jerome LANG LB 6-4, 220 Crosbyton Grosbyton 
Had 133 tackles, blocked 6 punts, 3 interceptions, 8 sacks and caused 4 fumbles for 8-4 
‘team... Rushed for 1,548 yards on 226 carries with 14 TDs... All-District and All-South Plains. 


Robert MACK WR 6-2, 187 Galveston Ball 

Go-Defensive Player-of-the-Year in Galveston County... Had 12 catches for 117 yards. 
Returned 4 interceptions for 111 yards and added 25 tackles... Unanimous All-District for 8-3- 
1 team. 


\Verone MeKINLEY DB 6-3, 188 Dallas 
Had 4 interceptions and 15 deflections for 12-2 quarterfinalist... wicked tied goals... Did not 
ive up a touchdown... Played basketball and ran track. 


Craig MERZ OL 6-3, 260 
Third-team All-State... Team rushed for 3, 087 yards $n'10-2season._ Stated for 11-3 team as 
a junior... Second-team All-District. 


Johnathan PRICE OL 6-4, 245 Dallas Roosevelt 
Led team to 9-4 quarterfinal appearance... Second-team All-District... Threw shot put. 
‘Adrian ROLAND LB 6-1, 205 Dallas 


Had 80 tackles, one fumble recovery and caused 3 interceptions for ws 2 quarterfinals. Al 
District 


Lynn SCHERLER DE 6-5, 260 Sheridan Lake, CO Plainview 
All-State in 6- and 8-man football... Two-time All-Conference... Four-year starter... Played bas- 
ketball, baseball and ran track. 


Zach THOMAS LB Pampa Pampa 

All-State... Player-of-the-Year in 4A-1 and by the Amarillo Globe News... Had 59 solo tackles, 
99 assists, 8 pass deflections, 6 sacks and caused 5 fumbles for 11-3 team... Rushed for 928 
yards with 8 TDs. 


Mario THOMPSON DE-P 6-5, 265 Tercell Terrell 
‘Missed some games last year with a knee injury... AlDistrict as a junior... Two-time All-District 
unter... Averaged 44 yards per punt... Also played basketball. 


John UPSHAW OL 6-4,275 Lubbock Estacado 
Two-time All-South Plains and All-District... Team was 10-2... Graded out at 87 percent for 
blocking. 


SPRING UPDATE 


Texas Tech Coach Spike Dykes would be happy if his 
team’s defensive play from the spring game carries over into 
the fall. 

The Raider defense dominated the spring game, scoring an 
84-54 victory in a modified scoring system that awarded the 
defense for turnovers, stopped drives and scoreless drives. 
Senior cornerback Chris Kenney picked off three Robert Hall 
passes, as the defense came up with eight turnovers. They also 
came up with 13 quarterback sacks—quarterbacks were down 
when touched. 

Winner of the JT King Award for the spring’s most im- 
proved player was senior defensive end Harry Dyas, who had a 
pair of quarterback sacks in the spring game. 

Captains, as selected by their teammates were: senior free 


safety Tracy Saul, inside linebacker Steve Carr, senior outside 
linebacker Mike Liscio, senior offensive tackle Charlie Biggurs 
and junior quarterback Hall. 

Tech graduated one of the best kicking units in the confer- 
ence in All-American punter Mark Bounds and place-kicker Lin 
Elliott, leaving both jobs up for grabs. 

Junior Robert King emerged as the punter and sophomore 
Jon Davis as the place-kicker. King averaged 43.5 yards on six 
punts in the spring game and Davis booted a 57-yard field goal 
in one scrimmage. 

Tech had a relatively injury-free spring. Starting inside 
linebacker Steve Carr had his left knee operated on for a torn 
ligament and quarterback Jason Clemmons, in the derby for 
Hall’s backup, suffered a separated shoulder. 
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TEXAS 


TECH 


have. You can hardly play defense any- 
more without team speed.” 

Tech celebrates the return of 
eight defensive starters, including 
seven of the team’s top 10 tacklers. 
The Raiders need only to replace their 
middle — nose tackle Fred Petty, in- 
side linebacker Matt Wingo and strong 


safety Brain Dubiski. 

Senior Harry Dyas (6-5, 256) 
and junior Shawn Jackson (6-3, 251) 
are solid at the ends in Tech's 3-4 


alignment. Dyas was named the 
team’s most improved player at 
the end of spring practice. 


safety spot. 

Brooks finished second to Saul 
with four interceptions a year ago, and 
Wiley led the team with eight pass 
break-ups, When the Raiders go to five 
and six defensive back packages, senior 
Chris Kenney and redshirt freshman 
Shawn Hurd figure to play. 

Kenny enhanced his stock by in- 
tercepting Hall three times in the Red- 
Black spring game, three of eight 
turnovers the defense pilfered, Tech 


HE OFFENSIVE LINE RE- 


both on the field, and might experi- 
ment with Fitzgerald at guard. 

Junior Stacey Petrich is secure 
after starting 11 games at left tackle 
last season. Junior Bingo Mancillas 
won the left guard competition with 
an impressive spring. 

The offensive line reduced its 
sacks allowed from 49 in 1990 to 29 
last season. It also blazed the path for 
three 200-yard rushing games. 

A full season of such production 
could make a marquee name 
of sophomore I-back Byron 
Morris and junior split end 


Jackson, a Temple transfer, 
didn’t need the improvement so SOE eect ot aL now ED 


much as he needed more FROM 49 IN 1990 To 29 
MOMOUMInnniin” LAST SEASON. IT ALSO BLAZED THE 
Oe MOREE PATH FOR THREE 200-YARD RUSHING 
_.Senior Steve Hoffman (6- NW iat 

2, 262) will line up between Dyas. A FULL SEASON OF SUCH PRODUC- 


Lloyd Hill, the top two offen- 
sive threats beyond Hall. 
Morris, a battering ram 
who plays at 230 pounds, ham- 
mered out 514 yards on the 
ground last season, the most 
yardage by a Tech freshman 


and Jackson and try to imper- 
sonate Petty, who led the Raiders 
a year ago with nine sacks and 
17 quarterback pressures. 
Raiders have a wealth 
of experience at linebacker, 
where outside starters Mike 
Liscio and Ben Kirkpatrick and 
inside starter Steve Carr all are three- 
time letter winners. 

The question going into the 
spring was whether seniors Quincy 
White and Leric Eaton could replace 
Wingo, who logged more than 100 
tackles three years running, At the end 
of the spring, the more pressing issue 
was whether Carr could return 
smoothly from March 30 knee surgery. 
Carr, who made 116 tackles last 
season, tore a knee ligament on the 
final day of spring practice. 

hat concerns us,” Mainord 
said, “because he’s a quality player, a 
senior and a leader. And he’s got that 
game experience.” 

If Carr's injury was the bad news 
of spring training, the performance of 
the Raiders’ secondary was the good. 

“I thought the secondary was a 
weakness at this time last year, but it 
looks like it's going to be one of the 
strengths of this team,” Dykes said. 

Besides Saul, cornerbacks 
Donny Brooks and Anthony Wiley are 
returning starters. And Dewayne 
Bryant and Bart Thomas waged a spir- 
ited competition for Dubiski’s strong 


=| 


TION COULD MAKE A MARQUEE NAME 
OF SOPHOMORE I-BACK BYRON MORRIS 
AND JUNIOR SPLIT END LLOYD HILL, 
THE TOP TWO OFFENSIVE THREATS BE- 
YOND HALL. 


posted a plus-12 turnover ratio last 
season, and the Raiders’ goal defen- 
sively is to maintain that tendency. 
And to put the ball in Hall's 
hands as much as possible. 
Hall, who directed Dallas Carter 
to the 1988 state championship, didn’t 
crack the Raiders’ starting lineup until 
the sixth game last season. Then he 
ought to mind former Arkansas wiz- 
ard Quinn Grovey with his scrambling 
ablility. 
Keeping Hall safe will be priority 
0.1. Luckily, the Riders once-suspect 
offensive line has matured into a forte 
with nine of the top 10 blockers com- 
ing back off the first-and second-team 
ines. The Raiders believe right-side 
starters Charlie Biggurs at tackle and 
Stance Labaj at guard are of All-SWC 
vintage. 
At center, redshirt freshman 
Scott Fitzgerald will enter the fall with 
a slight edge against junior Brad Elam, 
partly because the Raiders loved 
z2gerald’s performance in seven 
si last season, and partly because 
Elam missed the spring recovering 
from knee surgery. The Raiders want 


since James Gray had 613 in 
1986. Morris underwent 
arthroscopic knee surgery 
after last season and his weight 
jumped to 246 pounds. Not to 
worry. 


He'll get down to 225 or 
230,” offensive coordinator 
Dick Winder said. “He's going to get 
better and better. He’s already a lot 
more physical than he was in the fall 
and a lot better blocker,” 
At split end, Hill will step out of 
the ample shadow of Rodney 
Blackshear and become the Raiders’ 
first-choice receiver. The fluid junior 
has caught 23 and 33 passes in his first 
two years, but needs to stay healthy for 
a full season. Hill missed six games as 
a freshman and two as a sophomore, 
when he averaged 19.4 yards per catch. 
[ight end belongs to Hasley, 
sophomore Scott Aylor and junior 
Roger Corn, but the Riders remain un- 
proven at the other skill positions. 
ehind Hill, Juniors Vincent 
Brandon and spring surprise Mike 
Hunnicutt are back after making a 
combined 12 catches in 91. Redshirt 
freshman Byron Baker and redshirt ju- 
nior Derrell Mitchell are immensely 
talented and could make significant 
contributions, provided they master 
the offense in time. 

Bruce Hill, Byron Myles and 
Larry Starr figure to share time at full- 
back. 
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LINDY'S PRESEASON ALL-STATE TEAM 


James Brown 


Adrian Woodson 


Chris Abron 
Leon Clark 
Dion Marion 
Jearld Moore 


Dameian Vallery 


Jon Chancellor 
Brad Crowley 
Ryan Fiebiger 
Joe Garber 
Frank Middleton 
Greg Salinas 


Robert Vasquez 


Quarterbacks 


Darrell Henderson 


Running Backs 


Beaumont West Brook 
Spring Westfield 


Temple 


Richardson 
South Garland 
Killeen 
Houston Yates 


Aldine MacArthur 


Offensive Linemen 


A&M Consolidated 
Calallen 

Lewisville Marcus 
Waxahachie 
Beaumont West Brook 
Irving 


South Grand Prairie 


Wide Receivers 


Fred Coleman Tyler Lee 

Anthony Pope Carthage 
Tight Ends 

Terry Marino Sugar Land Clements 

Ryan Tucker Midland Lee 
Place-Kickers 

Philip Dawson Lake Highlands 

Jeff McCord Mesquite 
Defensive Ends 

Donnie Embra Alief Elsik 


61 
6-0 
5-10 


5-10 
5-10 
6-0 
5-10 
61 


6-3 


6-3 


170 
175 
170 


160 
185 
190 
225 
185 


240 
235 
240 
290 
280 
260 
275 


165 
200 


230 
215 


200 
210 


238 


Fred Johnson Longview 

Melvin Johnson _—_Bay City 

Nduwke Kalu San Antonio Marshall 

David Maxwell Waco Midway 
Defensive Tackles 

William Carr Dallas Carter 

John Martin Dallas Kimball 

Mike Phipps Humble 

John Smith San Angelo Central 

Bruce Thompson Fort Worth Wyatt 
Linebackers 

Greg Bell Austin Reagan 

Bertrand Berry Humble 

Jeff Chadwick C.B. Smith 

Michael Comer Odessa Permian 


Oscar Smallwood 


Houston Yates 


Allan Willbon Dallas Kimball 
Defensive Backs 

Damiyon Bell Sulphur Springs: 

Terrence Blayne Willowridge 

Warren Bradford © Rosenberg Terry 

Tomell Hurd Dallas Kimball 

dulius Johnson Belton 

Ronnie Johnson — Chapel Hill 


Eric Starks 
Punters 
Kyle Bryant 


Dexter Butler 


Arlington Lamar 


A&M Consolidated 


Vernon 


6-3 
6-4 
6-4 
6-5 


240 
236 
225 
240 


265 
275 
240 
280 
275 


226 
185 
185 
205 
257 
245 


180 
170 
190 
180 
175 
165 
180 


160 
210 
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TOP SCORERS 


School 1991Rank TD 


Top Returning Division I-A PLAYERS AND 1991 RANKING 


TOP PASS RECEIVERS 


School 1990Rank No Yards TD Rec/G 


FAULK SanDiegoSt. 1 23 2 0 140 GILBERT —_Houston 
BETTIS. NotreDame 4 20 0 0 120 TURNER Pacific 
TURNER Pacific Siameane 0 0 108 URSIN Tulane 
WHITE California 7 16 2 0 98 WINSTON New Mexico 
BRIEN California 7 (a ne) 98 LaCHAPELLE UCLA 
MAHONEY —FresnoSt. 9 (eh 96 PRIMUS Colorado St 
JONES Nebraska 10 14 0 ) 84 SZLACHCIC Bowling Green 9 
DAVIS Louisiana Tech 10 14 0 0. 84 WOLF Southern Meth. 17 
BENJAMIN Pacific 2 16 2 0 (98 ROWLEY Utah 20 
TOP PUNT RETURNERS TOP KICKOFF RETURNERS 
Name School 1991Rank No Yards Avg ‘TD Name School 1991Rank No Yards 1D Avg 
CAMPBELL Virginia Tech 1 1527318200 MONTGOMERY NewMexicoSt. 1 25 734.1 (29.36 
PALMER Alabama 3 24386 16.08 3 RICE Eastern Mich. 2 11 319 0-29.00 
WILLIAMS —Miami(FL) 4 365601556 3 HASTINGS Georgia 6 14 38 =0 27.44 
McMILLION — lowa St. 5 Aj neo leels 76e 0 LEVY Arizona Gueners se2s SO 69526) 
STEPHENS Clemson 8 2% 35214081 MOORE Oregon PTE Se ait 
TOP INTERCEPTORS FIELD GOALS 
Name School 1991 Rank No Yards InvG Name School 1991 Rank FG FGA —Pct_—FG/G 
GRAY UCLA 2 10 tS ty 0.91 BRIEN California 1 679 1.73 
BUCHANAN Louisville 4 8 89 081073 EICHLOFF Kansas 2 1824750 —1.64 
SAUL Texas Tech 4 8 790073 ELAM Hawaii 3 19-24 7921.58 
PALMER Eastern Mich. 6 ea BISKUP Syracuse 4 Ie 5228 Oe pans 
CARPENTER Miami(OH) 6 7 197 1 (064 WELCH Clemson 4 17 26.654 4.55 
BAILEY Washington 6 (ie, er oe LANGE Tulsa 8 16 18 8891.45 
LINDSEY Northwestern 6 io2 eeOmEDLGd FAYAK Penn St 9 7 2654 1.42 
TOP RUSHERS TOP PUNTERS 
Name School 1991Rank Att Yards Avg ‘TD School 1991 Rank Avg 
FAULK SanDiegoSt. 1 2011429 7.121 RAETHER Arkansas 3 65 2836 43.63 
COBB Rice 3360 16924714 EDGE Florida 4 46 1991 43.28 
DAVIS Louisiana Tech 4 244 13515514 LAWRENCE Vanderbilt 10 54 2308 42.74 
BENJAMIN Pacific Gn 228 158170 8 BUNN UTEP 11 63 2675 42.46 
BROWN Nebraska 9 230 1313 57 14 EICHLOFF Kansas 12 54 2286 42.33 
TOP PASSERS 
Name School 1990Rank Att Comp _—Pct'~—Yards ~—‘Yds/Att TOPct Int IntPct_—_-Rating 
GARCIA San Jose St. 3 160 99 61.87 1519 9.49 12 7.50 5 3.13 160.1 
KOPP Pacific 5 449-275 61.25 3767 8.39 37 8.24 16 356 151.8 
STENSTROM Stanford 6 197 119 60.41 1683 8.54 15 7.61 i 355 1502 
MIRER Notre Dame 8 234 1325641 2116 9.04 18 7.69 i) 427 149.2 
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spite what you bal hear once 
i 


By Ray Meticx 
rou cross the state line, they 


es 
Des football in Alabama. 


But they darn near perfected it. 

It might have taken a little while to 
get rolling, but once they got the hang of 
this game in Tuscaloosa, it took off like the 
boll weevil through a field of cotton, 

Football became more than just a 
game. It became a way of life, a religion. 

Certainly Alabama football seemed 
tuned in to a higher calling. 

The Crimson Tide claims 11 nation- 
al championships, more bowl appearances 
than any team in the nation (44), more 
bowl victories than any team in the nation 


(24), and 14 members of the National 
Football Foundation Hall of Fame. 

‘The Tide has won more games 
m in the country over the | 
a ton of them (232) under per- 
hap: s the best known and most successful 
zollege football coach of all time — Paul 

“Bear” Bryant. 

Now they're getting ready to celebrate 
100 years of football at the Capstone, a 
“Century of Champions” they’re calling it. 

Presumptuous? Well, it ain't brag- 
ging if you can back it up, and indeed, a 
century of champions it has been, 

labama football has epitomized 

championship football, carrying the ban- 


ner of an entire region of the country into 
the North and West and making the rest of 
the country sit up and take notice, 

The rise of Southern football can be 
traced to the rise of Alabama football, one fol- 
lowing because of the other. And in the rise of 
Southern football, two games stand out above 
all others; Alabama vs, Penn in 1922 at 
Philadelphia's Franklin Field, and Alabama vs. 
Washington in the 1926 Rose Bowl. 

Al Clemons was the starting end for 
the Tide in the first one, a junior under 
head coach Xen Scott. It was a momen- 
tous occasion, as Alabama became the first 
team to venture North, right into the 
heart of what was then believed to be foot- 
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proud that we'd gone up there and won.” 
Alabama fans might remember the 
name Xen Scott with more reverence, but 


ball country. 

“We went up to Philadelphia to play 
Penn, a team that was supposed to be the 
strongest in the country, coached by John 
Heisman himself,” said Clemons. 

“We felt like we were playing pretty 
good football, but up North, no one would 
give us any credit. And to be honest, we 
were pretty nervous about it ourselves, be- 
cause all we ever read was how great a 
team Pennsylvania had.” 

Clemons is 93 years old now and 
lives with his daughter in Hollywood, Fla. 
He is the oldest living Alabama letterman, 
the last link to the real beginning of 
Crimson Tide football glory. 

“Xen Scott took us up there,” Clemons 
said. “On the way up, we stopped in 
Washington D.C. to watch Penn State play 
Navy. We saw them play, and realized that if 
that was how they played football in the 
North, they didn’t stand a chance with us.” 

Tt wasn’t quite as easy as all that. 
While Alabama scored first on a field goal 
for a 3-0 lead, Penn scored a touchdown to 
go up, 7-3. 

“Then, we put two or three guys on 
‘Thurman, their great All-American tack- 
le,” Clemons said. “He got so upset, he 
took a swing at one of our players and, of 
course, they ejected him. 

“After that, we scored a touchdown 
of our own to win the game, 9-7.” 

Headlines all across the South 
trumpeted the news: a Southern team had 
gone North and won. 

“It was big news all over the South,” 
Clemons said. “But up North, they didn’t 
have much to say because they thought it 
was a fluke. 

“But we knew it wasn’t. And we were 


Coach Wallace Wade 
he died following that season. 

But no matter, Even back then, 
Crimson Tide football was ready to prove it 
was bigger than one man, as an assistant 
coach from Vanderbilt was hired to replace 


Coach Frank Thomas 


Scott and a new era was begun — the 
Wallace Wade era. 

And the transition, as is often the 
case in coaching changes at Alabama, was 
not an easy one. 

Wade was a military man, who took a 
totally different approach to the game than 
Scott. Where Scott's practices were short, in- 
tense and fun, Wade made practices grueling 
affairs that were more like boot camp. 

“Everybody hated Coach Wade,” 
Clemons said. “Xen Scott was a genial type 


Don Hutson 


of person, who you could talk to about 
anything. If you went to Coach Wade with 
a question, he was liable to turn his back 
and walk away without saying a word. 

“Coach Wade was so concentrated 
on football that he didn’t care about what 
was going on with his players. He didn’t 
care about them. I didn’t keep up with 
Alabama football much while Wade was 
there because I didn’t like him.” 

But that first year, Wade needed 
Clemons to be his team captain. Clemons 
had been captain in 1921, but declined the 
honor in 1922 because he didn’t want the 
responsibility. 

“Back then, the captain called all the 
plays,” Clemons said, “If the coach sent ina 
substitute, that player wasn't allowed in the 
huddle until one play had been run to make 
sure he wasn't bringing in plays from the 
coach. So the captain had to make all the de- 
cisions during a game with no help. 

“You had to have a player who 
would stay in the game, and I'd played 36 
games without missing a quarter. So when 
Wade came in as coach, he asked me if I'd 
be captain again. 

“Coach Wade knew I'd be in there 
for every play, and depended on me to 
make those decisions for him.” 

Clemons earned All-Southern 
Conference honors that year as the Tide 
went 7-2-1. 

But perhaps more importantly, after 
that season, players most loyal to Scott 
left. Wade was now working with a team 
that knew no other way but his way. 

“Coach Wade was stern,” said Fred 
Sington, an All-American who played for 
Wade from 1928 to 1930. “He went about 
O continued on page 95. 


Fred Sington 
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SCOPING THE 


NATION 


By JouNn HaDLey 


WHAT THEY’RE SAYING 


¢ MIKE GOTTFRIED — ESPN 

Mike's Top Ten: 1. Notre Dame; 2. Alabama; ¢ 
State; 4. Miami; 5. Florida; 6. Washington; 7. Neb: 
Georgia; 9. Ohio S 

Teams to watch: California, Louisiana State, North 
Carolina, Stanford. These teams have a chance to be excel- 
lent; however, will be overlooked by many. 

Top Heisman Candidates: “Miami quarterback Gino 
Torretta, Florida quarterback Shane Matthews and Notre 
Dame quarterback Rick Mirer are my leading candidates. 
Keep an eye on Jerome Bettis, (FB/Notre Dame); Marshall 
Faulk (RB/San Diego State); Glyn Milburn (RB/Stanford); 
Russell White, (RB/Calif 

Leading Honors Ca 
California; Micheal Bar , 
A&M; Travis Hill, Nebra 2 Ohio S Stal Thorpe: 
Deon Figures, Colorado; Zier, Texas A&M; 
Carlton Gray, UCLA; Robert O'Neal, Clemson. Outland: 
“Rusty Medearis (DE i) is definitely the front-runner. 
Sam Adams (DE/Texi ), Eric Curry (DE/Alabama), 
Lincoln Kennedy (OT/Washington), Kevin Battle 
(NT/Georgia Tech) and Marcellous Elder (DT/Colorado) will 
provide the main competition.” 

Most Underrated Coaches: “John Jenkins (Houston), 
Mack Brown (North Carolina) and Bob Wagner (Hawaii) 
don’t get enough publicity. LaVell Edwards (Brigham 
Young), Bill McCartney (Colorado) and Howard 
Schnellenberger (Louisville) are well known, but aren’t 
given enough respec! 

Predictions: Disneyland Classic — “Stanford Coach 
Bill Walsh will attempt to negate Texas A&M's speed with 
various formations, but I’ve got to give the Aggies the nod.” 
Kickoff Classic — “I give Iowa the slight edge because North 


Carolina State lost some key players. The game will be decid- 


ed based on how successful the Hawkeyes are moving the 
ball on the ground against the North Carolina State defen- 
sive front seven.” 

Top Assistant Coaches: Bob Davie (Texas A&M), Greg 
Brown (Colorado), Watson Brown (Mi pi State), Larry 
Kirksey (Alabama), Tom Tuberville (Miami), Mike Sheppard 
(California), Larry Marmie (Ohio State), Bob Shaw (West 


Virginia), Larry Beckish (Mississippi), Larry Lacewell 
(Tennessee), Phillip Fulmer (Tennessee), and Wayne Hall 
(Auburn). 

The Nation’s Most Underrated Players: David Palmer 
(all-purpose/Alabama); Rusty Medearis (DE/Miami); and 
Olanda Truitt (WR/M pi State). 

Top Pro Prospects: 1. Irv Smith (TE/Notre Dame); 2. 
ris Slade (LB/Virginia); 3. Carlton Gray (CB/UCLA); 4. 
McDonald (LB/Notre Dame); 5. Darren Mickell 
lorida). 

Best Conferences — Southeastern and Pac-10. 
Most Underrated Conference — Atlantic Coast 


¢ MEL KIPER — ESPN 

Preseason Top Fi 
Michigan; 4. Notre Dame: lorida State. 

Award Favorites: Heisman Trophy — Jerome Bettis 
(FB/Notre Dame); Butkus — Chad Brown (LB/Colorado); 
Thorpe — Carlton Gray (CB/UCLA); Outland — Lincoln 
Kennedy (OT/Washington); Unitas — Rick Mirer (QB/Notre 
Dame). 

Preseason Picks: Texas AGM over Stanford in 
Disneyland Classic. Iowa over North Carolina State in 
Kickoff ic. 

Projecting ’93 Heisman Trophy winner — Greg Hill 
(RB/Texas A&M) or Ricky Powers (RB/Michigan). 

Nation’s Five Best Playei Jerome Bettis (FB/Notre 
Dame); 2. Lincoln Kennedy (OT/Washington); 3. Glyn 
Milburn (RB/Stanford); 4. Kevin Williams (WR/Miami); 5. 
David Palmer (all-purpose/Ala 

Nation's Five Best Programs: 1. Miami; 2. 
3. Penn State; 4. Washington; 5. Michigan. 

Top 10 Coaches: 1. Joe Paterno, Penn State; 2. Steve 
Spurrier, Florida; 3. Bobby Bowden, Florida State; 4. Bill 
Walsh, Stanford; 5. Lou Holtz, Notre Dame; 6. Don James, 
Washington; 7. Howard Schnellenberger, Louisville; 8. 
George Welsh, Virginia; 9. Dennis Erickson, Miami; 10. Rich 
Brooks, Oregon. 


Miami; 2. Washington; 3. 


. Notre Dame; 


¢ STEVE WIEBERG - USA Today 


Preseason Top Five: 1. Miami; 2. Texas AGM; 3. Notre 


Dame; 4. Alabama; 5. Colorado. “These are the five best 
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Catch the excitement of 
Miami Hurricanes football! 


There’s a brand new publication devoted 
exclusively to bringing Miami Hurricanes 
fans the inside story on their team. It’s 
CaneSport, America’s foremost authority 
on the ‘Canes. Published weekly during 
the season and monthly during the off- 
season, you get 21 bigissues in all for just 


$31.95. 
IN EVERY ISSUE: 


@ Game Coverage 
@ Action Photos 

@ Top Columnists 
@ Previews & Rosters ! 


1D 1-year (21 issues)—31.95 
Includes all applicable taxes. 


D send my subscription 1st 
Class Mail. I've enclosed an 
J 2dditional $13.00 per year 


1 check here if a renewal 


NAME 


Check one: 
1 Lenctose payment with order 
Charge my, Ovisa Ome 
Exp. Date 

card No 


Phone No, 


CANESPORT 
HOTLINE! 


For 


@ Player Features 


ADDRESS 


reports call the 


& Much More 


CITY/STATE/ZIP 


CaneSport Hotline: 


@ Plus, you'll get recruit- 
ing updates and bonus 
coverage of Hurricane base- 1 
ball & basketball! 


Send payment to: 
CaneSport 
1 111. N.W. 183 St., Suite 403, Miami, FL 33169 


4 Credit Card Orders TOLL FREE: 1-800-635- 2263 | t 


1-900-454-2263 


$1.99 for first minute, 
99¢ per add'l. minute. 


1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
H 
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teams in the country based on talent. I didn’t take into ac- 
count schedule, just talent. ” 

National Championship Sleeper: Syracuse. 

Rating the Conferences: 1. Southeastern; 2. Big Ten; 3. 
Atlantic Coast; 4. Big East; 5. Big Eight; 6. Pac-10; 7. 
Southwest; 8. Western Athletic; 9. Mid-American; 10. Big 
West, 

Rating the Heisman Candidates: 1. Rick Mirer 
(QB/Notre Dame); 2. Shane Matthews (QB/Florida); 3. Kevin 
Williams (WR/Miami); 4. Elvis Grbac (QB/Michigan); 5. 
Marshall Faulk (RB/San Diego State). 

Projecting the Award Winners: Outland — Rusty 
Medearis (DE/Miami); Butkus — Marvin Jones (LB/Florida 
State); Lombardi — Jones; Davey O’Brien — Shane 
Matthews (QB/Florida); Thorpe — Carlton Gray (CB/UCLA). 

Most Underrated Coaches: 1. Fred Goldsmith, Rice; 2. 
Herb Deromodi, Central Michigan; 3. Fisher DeBerry, Air 
Force; 4. Grant Teaff, Baylor; 5. R. C. Slocum, Texas AGM. 

‘Coaches on the Hotseat: Jack Crowe, Arkansas; Pat 
Dye, Auburn; Paul Hackett, Pittsburgh; Bob Stull, Missouri; 
and Sparky Woods, South Carolina. 

Nation’s Five Best Rivalries: 1. Alabama-Auburn; 2. 
Miami-Florida State; 3. Michigan-Ohio State; 4. Nebraska- 
Oklahoma; 5. Army-Navy. 


¢ DANNY SHERIDAN 

Preseason Top Five: 1. Miami; 2. Florida State; 3. Notre 
Dame; 4. Washington; 5. Alabama. Alabama has a great 
coach, great young talent and a great schedule. That makes 
them a legitimate national championship contender. 

1992 Heisman Trophy Favorite: David Palmer (all- 
purpose/Alabama). Best of the Rest — Jerome Bettis 
(FB/Notre Dame); Marshall Faulk (RB/San Diego State); 
Elvis Grbac (QB/Michigan); Greg Hill, (RB/Texas A&M); Glyn 
Milburn (RB/Stanford); Rick Mirer (QB/Notre Dame); 
Kenyon Rasheed (FB/Oklahoma); Gino Torretta (QB/Miami); 
Russell White (RB/California); Kevin Williams, (RB/UCLA); 
Eric Zeier (QB/Georgia). 

1993 Heisman Trop! 
(QB/Georgia). 

Award Favorites: Outland — Rusty Medearis, 
(DE/Miami); 2. Lincoln Kennedy (OT/Washington); 3. 
Darren Mickell (DE/Florida). Thorpe — 1. Carlton Gray 
(CB/UCLA); 2. Derrick Frazier (CB/Texas A&M); 3. Ryan 
McNeil (CB/Miami). 

Coaches on the Hotseat: 1. Sparky Woods, South 
Carolina; 2. Jack Crowe, Arkansas; 3. John Cooper, Ohio 
State. 

Take it to the Bank: Coach Bobby Bowden will win a 


y winner: Bric Zeier 


le 
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national championship at Florida State within the next three 
years. If he had dropped Miami, he would have won three na- 
tional championships...UCLA would've won the Rose Bow! if 
Tommy Maddox hadn’t departed for the National Football 
League (drafted in the first round by Denver)...Mississippi State 
will continue to improve and keep an eye on Alabama and 
Texas AGM. These are two teams with great young talent. 

Parting Shot: “It should be against the law to charge 
admission to Ivy League football games.” 


¢ BEANO COOK — ESPN 

Preseason Top Five: 1. Notre Dame; 2. Penn State; 3. 
Oklahoma; 4. Washington; 5. Florida. “The only way Notre 
Dame won't win it all is if they move into the NFC Central 
Division. Even then, Notre Dame would earn a wild card 
berth. There’s no way they don’t win them all.” 

Heisman Favorites: Group I — Rick Mirer (QB/Notre 
Dame); Jerome Bettis (FB/Notre Dame); Willie Clark (RB- 
DB/Notre Dame). Group II or the best of the rest — Gino 
Torretta (QB/Miami) and Eric Zeier (QB/Georgia). 

Coaches on the Hotseat: 1. John Cooper, Ohio State. 
Must beat Michigan to retain position; 2. George Bush, The 
Nation. Doesn’t necessarily have to beat Michigan to survive; 
3. Bob Stull, Missouri; 4. Jack Crowe, Arkansas; 5. Larry 
Smith, Southern California. “If Smith loses his job, expect 
Mike Gottfried to be the front-runner, If Gottfried doesn’t 
get the USC job, he may be moving into the 614 area code. 

Joe Namath-like Prediction of the Year: “I say Penn 
State will definitely beat Miami this year.” 

Additional Predictions: Texas will win a national cham- 
pionship with John Mackovic at the helm by the end of the 
decade...Texas AGM will beat Stanford in Disneyland Classic, 
unless Cardinal Coach Bill Walsh can trade for Joe 
Montana...lowa will knock off North Carolina State in the 
Kickoff Classic. 

Parting Shot: “If Penn State is 11-0 with a shot at the 
national championship, they will be included in the bowl al- 
liance. Penn State Athletic Director Jim Tarman said that 
the networks need Penn State. He's dead wrong. The net- 
works only care about Notre Dame. 

“Penn State Coach Joe Paterno said that Penn State is 
a national school. He’s dead wrong. The only national school 
in the country is Notre Dame. 

“Penn State has few friends around the country. Too 
many athletic directors around the country perceive Penn 
State to be too sanctimonious and self-serving. If it had been 
Syracuse moving into the Big Ten, they would not have been 
shut out of the bowl alliance this year.” 


UNIT RATINGS 


Here’s a glance at the nation’s finest units, regardless 
of position followed by position-by-position rating. 
1. MIAMI DEFENSIVE LINE: This school has a 
history of producing superior defensive linemen and defen- 
sive lines. Collectively, this group might be the best edition 


to date. Led by Rusty Medearis, the ‘Canes will wreak havoc 
in the opponent's offensive backfield. Remember the names 
Kenny Lopez and Patrick Riley — they're budding stars. 
Mark Caeser and Damon Bethel are veterans eyeing the NFL. 

2. WASHINGTON OFFENSIVE BACKFIELD: The 
Huskies have two quarterbacks on the roster who led them 
to consecutive Rose Bowl wins; three running backs capable 
of going the distance; and a devastating pair of fullbacks. 
Billy Joe Hobert and Mark Brunell will handle the snaps for 
the Huskies. However, many insiders believe freshman red- 
shirt Damon Huard has the potential to be the school’s 
finest signal-caller. Beno Bryant rates among the nation’s 
finest all-purpose talents, while Jay Berry rates among the 
nation’s most underrated. Napoleon Kaufman has a “can’t 
miss” tag attached to his name. Fullbacks Matt Jones and 
Darius Turner are pro prospects. This corp would top the list 
in most years. 


TOP OFFENSIVE BACKFIELDS 
1.Washington 
2.Michigan 
3.Georgia Tech 
TOP RECEIVERS 
1.Miami 
2,.Syracuse 
3.Southern California 
TOP OFFENSIVE LINES 
1.Michigan 
2.Ohio St. 
3.Stanford 
TOP DEFENSIVE LINES 
1.Miami 
2.Alabama 
3.Colorado 
TOP LINEBACKERS 
1.Colorado 
2.Florida State 
3.Miami 
TOP DEFENSIVE BACKFIELDS 
1.Washington 
2.Florida 
3.Alabama 
TOP KICKING GAMES 
1.Syracuse 
2.Clemson 
3.Notre Dame 
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3. MIAMI WIDE RECEIVERS: Has there been a 
better collegiate trio than Lamar Thomas, Kevin Williams 
and Horace Copeland? If they continue to progress at the 
same rate in ‘91, the answer to the aforementioned question 
is a “resounding no”. 

4. COLORADO LINEBACKERS: The Buffaloes 
should rate among the nation’s stingiest defenses in ‘92 
based largely on the play of a linebacking unit which will 
prove to be an offensive coordinator’s worst nightmare. 
Ronnie Woolfork and Chad Brown, both outside ‘backers, 
are relentless in pursuit and are feared hitters. Inside, Greg 
Biekert rates among the collegiate game's five best. 

5. FLORIDA STATE LINEBACKERS: This might 
be the most underrated corp in the country. The loss of Kirk 
Carruthers and Howard Dinkins will be more than offset by 
Ken Alexander, Sterling Palmer and Marvin Jones, who is a 
consensus All-American. 

6. MIAMI LINEBACKERS: Swift and aggressive 
are the operative words when discussing this group. Michael 
Barrow dominates the middle, while Darrin Smith and 
Jessie Armstead man the outside slots. 


7. WASHINGTON DEFENSIVE BACKS: 
Cornerback Walter Bailey is a superb defender capable of the 
big play. Safeties Tommie Smith and Shane Pahouka will 
play on Sundays next year. 

8. MICHIGAN OFFENSIVE LINE: The Wolverines 
annually field an imposing offensive front and this year is no 
different. Remember the names Mike Sullivan and Trezelle 
Jenkins. They're backups and likely first round draft choices 
in three years. 

9. ALABAMA DEFENSIVE LINE: The Crimson 
Tide possesses the finest set of defensive ends in the country 
in John Copeland and Eric Curry. Backups Jeremy Nunely 
and Dameian Jeffries are future stars. 

10. SYRACUSE WIDE RECEIVERS: While Qadry 
Ismail is the focus of the media, teammates Shelby Hill and 
Antonio Johnson receive comparable attention from opponents. 


UNAPPRECIATED 
Annually there are heated debates regarding the na- 

tion’s finest players. Often, the recognition a player garners 

can be attributed to national television exposure and superb 
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FUTURE LEADERS 


Expect these aides to top the lists around the country when schools 
look to chart a new course for their programs. 


Here’s a glance at the nation’s most revered aides. The first rates current assistants who 
should be running their own programs in the ‘90s. The second offers an additional list of 
coaches considered superb teachers whose names aren't often mentioned for head coaching 
positions for various reasons, such as loyalty to school. 


OFFENSE 


1. TERRY SHEA Stanford Asst. Head Coach/Offensive Coordinator 
Shea relinquished the reins at San Jose State to reunite with Cardinal mentor Bill Walsh. 
2. SKIP HOLTZ Notre Dame Receivers 


on has the makings of a big timer according to numerous sources. Will he replace his father in South Bend? 


CAMERON Michigan Quarterbacks/Receivers 
sidered by many as one of the finest tutors in the game. Taking into account his age, 31 years old, his fu 
ture is bright. 
4. TED WILLIAMS Washington State Offensive Coordinator/Running Backs 
A top-notch motivator and evaluator of talent. Has the knack for taking players to the next level. 
*”AT RUEL Kansas Offensive Coordinator 


5. 
The “Golden” Ruel is definitely upwardly mobile. Insiders intimate he’s the key cog in the Jayhawks’ recent 
success. 

Worthy of Mention: Tommy Bowden, Auburn/Offensive Coordinator; Watson Brown, Mississippi 
State/Offensive Coordinator and Quarterbacks; Phillip Fulmer, Tennessee/Asst. Head Coach and Offensive 
Coordinator; Pat Hill, Arizona/Offensive Coordinator, Tight Ends and Tackles; Dirk Koetter, Missouri/Offensive 
Coordinator; Bill Meyers, Pittsburgh/Offensive Line and Offensive Coordinator; Mark Richt, Florida 


State/Quarterbacks. 
1. BOB DAVIE Texas A&M Defensive Coordinator/Inside Linebackers 
Annually fields a feared defense which plays in a constant attack mode while remaining fundamentally sound. 
2. ARTIE GIGANTINO California Defensive Coordinator/Inside Linebackers 
Rates as one of the game’s finest recruiters and a vastly underrated tutor. A superb motivator. 
JIM LAMBRIGHT Washington Asst. Head Coach/Defensive Coordinator 
‘There's no doubt that he’s slated to fill the shoes of Don James, Arguably the best X's and 0’s coach in the nation. 
4. WAYNE HALL Auburn Defensive Coordinator/Linebackers 
Auburn defensive unit has produced a plethora of professional players, thanks to Hall. 
5. LARRY MARMIE Ohio State Linebackers 


The former Arizona State mentor has been among the finest defensive minds in the game for decades. Will have 
an immediate positive impact for the Buckeyes. 

Worthy of Mention: Chuck Amato, Florida State/Asst.Head Coach and Defensive Line; Lloyd Carr, 
Michigan/Defensive Coordinator; Ron Dickerson Clemson/Defensive Coordinator; Pete Fredenburg, Baylor/Asst. 
Head Coach; Randy Hart, Washington/Defensive Line; Tom Hayes, Oklahoma/Defensive Coordinator; Dan 
McCarney, Wisconsin/Defensive Coordinator and Defensive Line; Tom Tuberville, Miami/Linebackers. 


publicity departments. Therefore, the game's best are often OFFENSE 
overlooked. That's no longer a dilemma because here’s an QB Glenn Foley, Jr. (Boston College) — Displayed ex- 
All-American team consisting of worthy players of whom cellent ‘ess last season and drew rave reviews during 


you've never heard. Oi continued on page 176. 
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You can tell just by looking at it: this is no 
ordinary 4-door sedan. 


Substantial 
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Its aggressive shape hints at the 
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tuned-port-injected V6 engine, and the 
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To protect 
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thanks to 2-sided galvanized steel panels, 
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mile anti-corrosion warranty.* 


You can te 


to the exacting standards of Buick. 
No wonder people are 
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proof that quality never 
goes out of style. 


Lasting Beauty 
Regal’s dynamic appearance 


Buick Quality 
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Regal. It's 


BUICK 
The New Symbol For Quality 
In America. 


ome fans swear the wind actu- 
ally stopped. 
It was the final play of the 


game. Only four seconds remained on the 
clock and Notre Dame was 34-yards away 
from the end zone and a victory. It was a 
miserable day — especially for kickers and 
quarterbacks. Wind gusts of up to 25 miles 
per hour were prevalent all day. It was 
South Bend weather at its best. 

But Notre Dame Coach Dan Devine 
elected to try a field goal, anyway. The 
Irish gathered in a huddle and left-footed 
walk-on kicker Harry Oliver trotted onto 
the field, despite the fact he had earlier 
missed a field goal and an extra point, and 
regardless of wind gusts that were any- 
thing but calm. 

Oliver's kick wasn't going to be 
easy. A field goal would give the Irish the 
win. A miss and the Wolverines would 
walk away with the victory, A 51-yard ki¢k 
was not an easy task on a calm day and 
Oliver was kicking into a 20-25 mph wind. 
Taking into account his longest successful 
field goal was from 37 yards, this time vic- 
tory seemed assured for Michigan. 

‘The Irish emerged from the huddle 
and lined up in field goal formation. 
Michigan Coach Bo Schembechler quit 
pacing the sidelines to watch as Oliver 
stepped back and prepared for what 
seemed an impossible task. 

Trish fans still proclaim the wind 
seemed to die as Oliver's foot hit the ball. 
The ball kept rising, rising, tumbling aim- 
lessly through the still air straight toward 
the goalposts. Then it headed straight down, 
clearing the bars by only a few inches. 

Tt was 1980 and the score was Notre 
Dame 27, Michigan 26, 

“I thought it was never going to get 
there. I thought I had a better chance of 
running it in than Harry did kicking it,” 
remembered Tim Koegel, Notre Dame's 
third-string quarterback and holder on the 
play. “The ball kept rising, then it came 
straight down. It couldn't have cleared the 
bar by more than three inches. I always 
dreamed of being part of a play like that.” 

‘The shocking victory propelled 
Notre Dame into a seven-game winning 
streak and a berth in the Sugar Bow! in 
Devine's last season. Michigan went on to 
win the Rose Bowl. 

“It's the game I remember most. It 
was an unbelievable 40 seconds,” Devine 
recalled. “Michigan appeared to win. With 
40 seconds to go, Blair Kiel came in at 
quarterback, we moved down the field and 
then Oliver kicked the field goal with no 
time left. 


lLiveTRATION BY Le CLEMENTS 


The Irish don't always fare so well 
against Michigan. 

The 1986 contest is one place-kick- 
er John Carney, and a capacity crowd of 
59,075 at Notre Dame Stadium would like 
to forget. 

This time the Irish rallied from a 
24-14 Michigan lead behind the heroics of 
quarterback Steve Beuerlein (21 of 33 
passes for 262 yards) and a wide-open of- 
fensive attack of first-year Coach Lou 
Holtz. A victory was in reach for the Irish 
but only 18 seconds were left. Once again 
the scene was set for a Notre Dame mira- 
cle finish. Only a 45-yard field goal at- 
tempt separated Holtz and his first victory 
as coach of the Irish. It could be another 
fantastic finish. 

It was — for Michigan. Carney did- 
n't follow the Oliver playbook. His 45-yard 
field goal attempt went wide and the 
Wolverines, behind Jim Harbaugh's excep- 
tional play, ran out the clock. 

“T knew he was going to miss,” 
Schembechler said afterwards. “It couldn't hap- 
pen to me twice. This time it was my tum.” 


So goes the Michigan-Notre Dame 
series, 

These teams have met just 21 
times over a 104-year period, but the se- 
ries remains one of the most storied and 
hotly contested in both school’s rich foot- 
ball traditions, And as much as they prob- 
ably don't like to admit it, Michigan was 
the school that got the Irish started on 
the road to gridiron glory. And they 
taught Notre Dame a few lessons along 
the way. 

‘The first meeting in the series came 
in 1887. That was when a group of Michigan 
students took the Michigan Central Railroad 
to Niles, then went on to South Bend by 
horse and buggy. The “Champions of the 
West” toured the Notre Dame campus, 
joined students for lunch and then stopped 
at a neighborhood playground to engage in 
a pick-up football game. They whipped the 
upstart Irish 8-0 in an era when touchdowns. 
were worth four points and field goals gar- 
nered five points. 

‘They met again in 1898, 1899, 1900, 
1902, 1908, and 1909, Michigan dominat- 


Most MEMORABLE PERFORMANCES 


‘SINCE THE RENEWAL OF THE NoTAE DAME-IMICHIGAN SERIES IN 1978, THERE HAVE BEEN MANY STANDOUT 
PERFORMANCES. HERE ARE 10 OF THE MORE MEMORABLE. 


1.RAGHIB ISMAIL (1989): The sophomore flanker established his legend as ‘The Rocket” as top ranked 
Notre Dame defeated No, 2 Michigan, 24-19, Ismail returned the second half kickoff for an 88 yard score to give the 
Irish a 14-6 lead, After Michigan cut the margin to 17-12, Ismail returned the kickoff 92 yards for another score, 

2. DESMOND HOWARD (1991): With Michigan leading 17-14 and facing a fourth and one at Notre Dame's 
25 yard line with 9:02 left, Elvis Grbac lofted a pass to a streaking Howard in the end zone, The double-teamed 
Howard made a spectacular dive and grab just inside the end line to secure Michigan's 24-14 win. It was the signa- 
ture play of Howards Heisman Trophy year. He added five other catches and a 29-yard touchdown run. 

3.JON VAUGHN (1990); In his first start, the Michigan tailback shredded the Irish defense with his cut back 
moves. He rushed for 201 yards on 22 carries and added six receptions in a losing effort as Notre Dame prevailed, 

24, 


4.BOB CRABLE (1979): The Irish sophomore linebacker made his first start and played like a man pos- 
sessed in Notre Dame's 12-10 upset win in Ann Arbor, Crable recorded 19 tackles and blocked Michigan's game- 
‘winning field goal attempt in the final moments. The Wolverines were held scoreless in the second half, 

5.MIKE HAMMERSTEIN (1985): The Michigan tackle made 13 stops, four for lost yardage and three quar- 
terback sacks. Michigan rallied from a 9-3 halftime deficit for a 20-12 win, Led by Hammerstein, the Wolverines al- 
Jowed only five touchdowns and 75 points in 11 regular season games to finish No. 2 in the nation. 

G.REGGIE HO (1988): A 5-5, 131- pound senior walk-on and pre-med major from Hawaii, Ho went out for 
football because it was a diversion from studying. He converted all four of his field goal attempts — the last with 
1:13 left — to give Notre Dame a 19-17 win in the opener of its last championship season. 

‘7.CHUCK MALE (1979): The walk-on kicker became the first Irish player to convert four field goals ina 
game for Notre Dame. He hit all four attempts in the 12-10 win over Michigan at Ann Arbor. 

8.JIM HARBAUGH (1986): The Michigan quarterback performed flawlessly in the 24-23 win at Notre Dame 
Stadium. Harbaugh completed 15-of-23 passes for 239 yards. He repeatedly hurt the fired-up Irish with his scram- 
bling skills and accuracy. 

9. MICHIGAN OFFENSIVE LINE (1981): Led by future pros Bubba Paris, Ed Muransky and Kurt Becker, the 
Wolverines smashed through the Irish defense with 304 yards rushing in the 25-7 victory. Notre Dame entered the 
game ranked No. 1 under first-year coach Gerry Faust. 

10.NOTRE DAME DEFENSE (1982): One year after their debacle, an Irish defense led by Kevin Griffith, 
Mark Zavagnin, Mike Larkin and Dave Duerson held Michigan to 227 yards total offense — the lowest in the series 
by the Wolverines —in.a 23-17 win. 
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THE GREATEST GAMES 


Dame was victorious on Michigan's home- 
field was in 1909 — the first Irish victory 
of the series. 


COMES TO THE LAST SECOND WIN, NoTRE DAME HAS THE ADVANTAGE. THE FIVE MOST MEMORABLE GAMES HAVE BEEN; 


1. NOTRE DAME 29, MICHIGAN 27 (1980): Sugar Bow!-bound Notre Dame jumped out to. a 
14-0 lead before Rose Bowl-bound Michigan went up 21-14. Notre Dame rallied for a 26-21 lead, but 
Michigan scored a touchdown with 45 seconds left to go up 27-26. On the final play of the game, junior 


game, converted a 51-yard field goal. 


the passing of Jim Harbaugh. A missed Irish extra 
ning 45-yard field goal attempt with 13 seconds le 


| even though it had only 179 yards of total offense. 


Harry Oliver, who had made only one college field goal and had missed an extra point earlier in the 


2. MICHIGAN 24, NOTRE DAME 23 (1986): Lou Holtzs debut as Notre Dame coach was im- 
pressive. The Irish, 5-6 the year before, rolled up 455 yards offense, But three turnovers inside 
Michigan's 15 yard line killed its hopes, Bo Schembechler’s Big Ten champs took a 24-14 lead behind 
joint We it 24-23, and John Carney’s game-win- 
went wide, 

3. NOTRE DAME 19, MICHIGAN 17 (1988): Notre Dame finished the year No. 1 and Michigan 
No. 4. They met in the opener, where Notre Dame took a 13-0 lead. Michigan took leads of 14-13 and 17-16, 
but Reggie Ho's field goal with 1:13 remaining in the game put Notre Dame up. Michigan kicker Mike 
Gillette, who had converted a 48-yarder minutes earlier, missed on a 49-yard attempt as time ran out, 

4, NOTRE DAME 28, MICHIGAN 24 (1990): A 14-3 Irish lead quickly vanished as Jon | 
Vaughn rushed for 201 yards and Desmond Howard caught two scores for a 24-14 lead. But in his start- 
ing debut, sophomore Rick Mirer rallied Notre Dame in the fourth quarter with his passing. His game- 
winning 18-yard toss to Adrian Jarrell came with 1:40 left. 

5. NOTRE DAME 12, MICHIGAN 10 (1979): Notre Dame won this titanic defensive struggle 


ed the early meetings, winning the first six 
games. In fact, it was in the fifth game, 
played in 1908, that the Irish first scored 
in the series, Notre Dame finally came up 
with a victory in 1909 in Ann Arbor. 
Tronically, that was also the first season 
the Irish had a school song to support 
their gridiron troops — the Notre Dame 
Victory March. 

The modern-day series began in 
full force in 1978. These two teams have 
met every year since, except for 1983 and 
1984. They will meet through the 1990's 
except for 1995 and 1996 when Michigan's 
chief Big Ten rival, Ohio State, joins the 
Trish slate for a pair of games. 

The Wolverines currently lead the 
series 14-9. The longest winning streak of 
the modern-day series is four straight, 
earned by Notre Dame (1987 through 
1990). A 24-14 victory by Michigan on its 
home field in 1991 ended that Irish run, 

It is a series filled with tradition, 
heroes and action-packed endings. That's 
only fitting for the two winningest pro- 
grams in college football history. It is a se- 
ries featuring top-ranked teams and poten- 
tial national champions every year. 

“Both teams have played football for 
along time. They had great teams in the 
20's. If I were describing a great rivalry I 
would say its like the Michigan-Notre 
Dame games. It is a game that should be 


played,” said Devine. “(Playing) Michigan 
has been a very prominent part of my 
coaching career.” 

‘The series has featured such players as 
Heisman trophy winners Desmond Howard 
and Tim Brown, comeback heroes such as Joe 
Montana, Jim Harbaugh and Anthony Carter, 
and coaching legends such as Devine, 
Schembechler and Frank Leahy. 

It is more often than not, a contest 
that comes down to the end of the game. 
Eight of the last 12 meetings have been 
decided by a touchdown or less and at least 
five of the last 12 meetings have been de- 
cided in the final minutes. 

It has always featured storybook 
endings and plays: 

1979 NOTRE DAME 12 
MICHIGAN 10 
MICHIGAN STADIUM 

Notre Dame had only 179 yards of 
offense but four field goals by Chuck Male 
put the Irish in the lead. With time run- 
ning out, Michigan had one final shot to 
win. With just seven seconds left the 
Wolverines lined up for a field goal on the 
Irish 15-yard line. Bryan Virgil got the kick 
away, but Notre Dame linebacker Bob 
Crable leaped over the line of scrimmage 
to block the potential winning field goal. 

It marked the first Irish victory in 
Ann Arbor in 70 years. The last time Notre 


1988 NOTRE DAME 19. 
‘Michigan WON THE FIRST SIX GAMES OF THE SERIES wird NoRE Dame FROM 1887 THROUGH 1908. SINCE THEN, MICHIGAN 17 
Nore Dame Has A 9-6 ence. MICHIGAN'S AVERAGE MARGIN OF VICTORY OVER THE IRISH IS 12 POINTS, BUT WHEN IT NOTRE DAME STADIUM 


This was Michigan's game to win or 
lose. Notre Dame led behind the field goals 
of unsung walk-on placekicker Reggie Ho. 
The 5-foot-5 pre-med major booted four 
field goals to tie a school record including 
his last one with only 48 seconds left on 
the clock to put the Irish up 19-17. 
Michigan had one last chance but Mike 
Gillette's 48-yard field goal attempt was 
just wide, The game paved the way for the 
Irish eventual national championship. 

1989 NOTRE DAME 24. 

MICHIGAN 19 
MICHIGAN STADIUM 

It was top-ranked Notre Dame ver- 
sus second-ranked Michigan. 

Michigan Stadium became the 
launching pad of the Rocket. Notre Dame's 
Raghib Ismail blasted into the national 
spotlight in this meeting. The Irish sopho- 
more returned the second half kickoff 89 
yards for a touchdown and stunned the ca- 
pacity crowd in the fourth quarter with a 
92-yard touchdown return. No player had 
ever returned two kickoffs for touchdowns 
against Michigan. Ismail's last score put 
the Irish ahead for good and Notre Dame 
won it’s third consecutive meeting. 

Ismail did not realize the impact, or the 
Jasting impression his two touchdowns left. 

“Tt's so early in the season, no one 
will probably remember,” said Ismail, who 
would go on to be one of the most popular. 
players in Irish history. 

Wolverines remember. Before “Rocket,” 
no one had ever run back two touchdowns 
against Michigan ina single game. 

1990 NOTRE DAME 28 

MICHIGAN 24 
NOTRE DAME STADIUM 

The Irish found themselves backed 
up ina third and 15 situation when Rick 
Mirer's pass, intended for Raghib Ismail, 
was tipped by Michigan's Lance Dotin into 
the hands of Irish freshman Adrian Jarrell 
for a 45-yard gain. Several plays later, 
Mirer hit Jarrell for an 18-yard touchdown 
pass and the victory. The Irish winning 
streak climbed to four games. 

1991 MICHIGAN 24, NOTRE 
DAME 14 
MICHIGAN STADIUM 

Tt was fourth-ranked Michigan ver- 

sus seventh-ranked Notre Dame. 
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Notre Dame (.759) ano MicHiGan (.744) HAVE POSTED THE TWO HIGHEST WINNING PERCENTAGES IN COLLEGE FOOT- 
BALL HISTORY. FIELDING POWERHOUSE TEAMS IS NOTHING NEW TO EITHER TEAM, BUT IN THE 23-GAME HISTORY OF THE 
SERIES, THERE WERE FIVE TEAMS IN PARTICULAR THAT FIELDED EXCELLENT SQUADS. 


1. NOTRE DAME (1943): There are only two teams in college football history that finished No.1 and defeated 
the teams ranked No, 2, 3 and 4 in the final poll. One was the 1971 unit at Nebraska. But the first was the '43 Irish, 
which defeated No. 2 lowa Pre-Flight (14-13), No. 3 Michigan (35-12 at Ann Arbor) and No. 4 Navy (33-6). In addi- 
tion, Notre Dame clobbered No. 9 Northwestern (25-6) and also shut out Army (23-0). The Cadets didn’t finish in the 
Top 10 but were No. 3 when Notre Dame played them on November 11. The 9-1 Irish lost to Great Lakes, a semi-pro 
team, in the final seconds of the final game, but were still voted No. 1 

Notre Dame was led by Creighton Miller, the nation’s leading rusher, and Heisman Trophy winner Angelo Bertelli 
who left for World War II in the middle of the season. His replacement? John Lujack, another future Heisman winner. 

2. MICHIGAN (1902); Under the direction of Fielding "Hurry Up" Yost, the “point a minute” Wolverines out- 
Scored their 11 opponents 649 to 12. Included was a 23-0 victory over a good Notre Dame team in the fifth game and 
421-0 triumph against the legendary Amos Alonzo Stagg's Chicago unit in the eighth week. In a 56-game period 
from the beginning of 1901 to the last game of 1905, Michigan never lost. Even more mind-boggling, it out-scored 
its opponents 2,826-42 in those 56 games. 

3. NOTRE DAME (1988-89): The 12-0 and 12-1 Irish units of 1988-89 have to be linked together because they 
combined for a 23-game winning streak, the longest in the school's unparalleled history. Two of those victories were 
19-17 and 24-19 decisions against Michigan units that finished No. 4 and No. 7 in the polls. The most amazing as- 
pect of the 24-1 run was the 9-1 record against teams that, at the time the game was played, were ranked in the Top 
10, The 1988 Irish joined the '43 Irish as one of only four teams to defeat four teams during the season that finished 
inthe Top 10, Quarterback Tony Rice and Raghib “Rocket” Ismail were standouts for Lou Holtz offense, while 
Lombardi Award winner Chris Zorich led the defense with his intense play. 

4, MICHIGAN (1988): Although the Wolverines were 9-2-1, the two losses came at the start of the season. The 
first was to eventual national champion Notre Dame, 19-17, when Mike Gillette's 49-yard field goal attempt came up 
short on the game's last play. The following week, Michigan blew a 30-14 lead in the final eight minutes and lost 31- 
30 to Miami, which would finish No. 2. Thereafter, the Wolverines were 9-0-1, and defeated 10-1 USC in the Rose 
Bowl, 22-14, after trailing 14-3. Tony Boles and Leroy Hoard led a dominant running game while defensive tackle 
Mark Messner earned All-America honors. 

‘5. MICHIGAN (1980): Michigan lost to Notre Dame (29-27) and fell the following week to Heisman Trophy win- 
Net George Rogers’ South Carolina team (17-14). But thereafter, the Wolverines won nine straight and played like the 
best team in the country. Their last five opponents scored only nine points, and the 23-6 win in the Rose Bow! 
against Washington was Bo Schembechler’ first in eight bow! appearances. Michigan finished No. 4 in the nation 
and featured the nation’s most exciting player in wide receiver Anthony Carter to go with 1,000-yard rusher Harlan 
Huckleby. The defense featured linebacker Andy Cannavino and middle quard Mike Trqovac, who is now in his first 
season as Notre Dame's defensive line coach. 


This contest featured Desmond Howard's For Howard “the catch” lofted him 
debut into the national limelight and made him into the national limelight and on the road 
the favorite in the Heisman Trophy race. to the Heisman trophy. 


Tt was late in the fourth quarter 
and the Wolverines were clinging to a 17- 
14 lead. It was a fourth down and just 
inches and, following a timeout, 
Michigan stunned the capacity crowd by 
electing to throw. Elvis Grbac's toss to 
the corner of the end zone looked long, 
however Desmond Howard picked the 
ball off the top of the grass in the end 
zone despite the presence of two Irish de- 
fenders, clinching the win for the 
Wolverines. The victory ended the Irish 
winning streak. 

“T really didn't think they would 
throw, but we couldn't have been in better 
coverage,” Holtz said afterwards. 


This rivalry is more often than not, a contest that 
comes down to the end of the game. It has al- 
ways featured storybook endings and plays. 


“T heard the silence of the crowd. I 
grabbed it and heard the roar. It was like 
music to my ears,” he said. “Notre Dame is 
a well-disciplined team. They play the 
game a lot like Michigan does. You just 
come out man against man. The ultimate 
challenge.” 

Many called it the play of the day, 
the week and maybe the year. It was defi- 
nitely the play of the game. 

In 1992 Michigan returns to Notre 
Dame Stadium, a place where the Wolverines 
have won four times (1986, 1978, 1942, 1887) 
in eight appearances. The September 12th 
meeting will pit two teams that could win the 
national championship. It will be the 22nd 
meeting and is certain to be a contest of dra- 
matic events. 
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In what was clearly the biggest 
story of college football's off-season, 
Walsh, who led the San Francisco 49ers to 
three Super Bowl championships during 
the 1980s, walked away from his job as a 
television analyst and turned down a 
chance to return to the 49ers as a consul- 
tant to go back to Stanford, the place 
where he proved himself as a head coach. 

“This is my bliss,” said Walsh, 60, who 
replaced Dennis Green, a former Walsh assis- 
tant both at Stanford and with the 49ers, 
Green, who spent three seasons at Stanford 
before resigning to become head coach of the 
Minnesota Vikings, guided the Cardinal to an 
8-4 record in 1991, only the third winning 
season for Stanford in the 13 years since 
Walsh departed. 

“Denny brought a mediocre football 
program to national prominence. 
Hopefully, we can take it another level 
higher,” said Walsh, who after 17 years as a 
college and pro assistant led Stanford to a 
17-7 record and back-to-back bowl victo- 
ries in 1977 and '78. He then moved up 
the Peninsula to San Francisco, where in 
ten years with the 49ers, he compiled a 
102-63-1 record and won three Super 
Bowls XVI, XIX and XXIV, 

“T'm flabbergasted to have a guy of 
his stature come back,” Stanford athletic 
director Ted Leland said. “There is no 
name in all of football that has more im- 
pact.” And Walsh’s impact on the Cardinal 
program was immediate. Within hours of 
his hiring, the athletic department had to 
hire extra telephone operators to take calls 
from people interested in buying season 
tickets. Within days, a football boosters 
group had received substantial donations 
from wealthy alumni. Within a week, 
Stanford was invited to face Texas AGM in 
the Disneyland Pigskin Classic, the first 
game of the 1992 season, 

Walsh's return came as a surprise to 
a lot of people, including Green Bay 
Packers coach Mike Holmgren, a former 
Walsh assistant with the 49ers. 

“When we were working together, 1 
could see how very stressful the job was,” 
Holmgren said. “He put so much into it. I 
didn’t think he'd really want to coach again.” 

But Walsh had “a feeling for many 
years that somehow I would end up back 
here, teaching in this college. This is my 
arena, coaching a football team. This is 
what I want,” he said. 

“He sees himself as a teacher and a 
coach, and this is really what he wanted to 
do without the incredible pressure of the 
NFL,” Leland said. 

“T just wasn’t ready to drift off into 


PHOTO OF BLL WALSH BY OTTO GREULE/ALLSPORT 


the sunset in broadcasting,” Walsh said. “I 
have enough vitality and energy that I'd 
like a challenge again. It wouldn’t be in 
the NFL. I knew that and I didn’t want 
that, and it wouldn't be NFL management. 
This is really the only coaching job I would 
have considered, and it just so happened it 
was there when I was at a point where I 
wanted to continue to be actively involved 
in something. 

“These should be good years. Then 
Tl feel I've reached whatever goals I had 
and extended myself as far as I really 
could,” said Walsh, who lives in nearby 
Menlo Park with his wife, Geri. 

“T remember one day when he came 
to practice,” Stanford quarterback-turned- 


66 HE EXPEC- 
TATIONS 
WILL BE 


HIGH, AND THERE’S 
ALWAYS THE POSSI- 
BILITY OF DISAS- 

TER,” WALSH SAID. 


“1 DON’T THINK IT 
WILL BE A DISASTER, 
BUT DON’T EXPECT 
ANY IMPROVEMENT 
ON WHAT DENNY 
GREEN DID. 


flanker Justin Armour said. “That white 
hair was just glowing over there. He 
looked like an idol.” 

The player who stands to gain most 
from Walsh's return is Cardinal quarter- 
back Steve Stenstrom. 

“When we look at films, he'll proba- 
bly tear me apart, but I'm really looking 
forward to it,” Stenstrom said. “It’s a great 
opportunity for me. He's definitely one of 
the greatest minds in football. Coach 
Green ran the same system they used to 
use with the 49ers, and it was exciting to 
run Coach Walsh's offense.” 

“He's pretty much a legend,” 
Stanford center Glen Cavanaugh said. 

For the past three years, Walsh 
worked as NBC television's No. 1 football 
analyst. There was widespread speculation 
that Walsh was looking for a new job be- 
cause the network wanted to demote him 
this season. But Walsh, although he joked 
about his television work, said NBC want- 
ed him back. And Terry O'Neil, executive 
producer of NBC Sports, gave no indica- 
tion Walsh was pushed out, even though 
Walsh never gained the acclaim afforded 


his rival CBS’ coach-turned-commentator, 
John Madden. 

“Tmade the mistake (when Walsh was 
hired) of saying he would be the best analyst 
of technical football there had ever been,” 
O'Neil told The New York Times, “But the 
‘technical’ part got lost, and what resulted was 
too much expectation to put on anybody, es- 
pecially with John Madden on the air. 

“We don’t at all regret the selection 
of Walsh as the No. 1 analyst. We felt we 
needed a major injection of authority, and 
he gave it to us,” O'Neil said. 

Walsh had decided to leave NBC 
even before he took the Stanford job — to 
return to the 49ers as a full-time consul- 
tant. Insiders said 49ers coach George 
Seifert felt threatened by Walsh, but 
“George was totally supportive of Bill,” 
team owner Eddie DeBartolo said. “He 
could have taken me aside and said ‘It's 
not going to work,’ but he didn’t.” 

“[ think I made the right decision for 
everybody,” Walsh said. “It’s George's ballclub, 
and one of the reasons ! left in the first place 
was so that George could have autonomy. I 
think it’s going to work out fine. I'll be avail- 
able to offer input. I don't think there will be 
too many questions.” 

At Stanford, Walsh reportedly re- 
ceived a five-year contract worth $350,000 
per year. He labeled as “outrageous” re- 
ports that his total package, including 
perks from boosters, is worth $800,000 per 
year. He said he is making “dramatically 
less than my NBC salary, and it’s less that 
the 49ers offered.” 

Whatever Walsh makes, boosters 
say Stanford is getting a bargain. 

“If you can get a Nobel Laureate in 
chemistry or physics, it isn’t unreasonable 
to try and get that kind of football coach,” 
said Gary Cavalli, a former Stanford sports 
information director who now promotes 
the Shrine East-West All-Star Game. 

“Stanford is going to be to college 
football what Duke is to college basket- 
ball,” said CBS football analyst Randy 
Cross, who played center on Walsh’s 49ers. 
“Anyone with athletic ability and brains 
would have to have a case of temporary in- 
sanity not to go there. The only surprising 
aspect of it is the rigors of going back to 
recruiting. But, frankly, I see it along the 
same lines as Bear Bryant at Alabama, 
Woody Hayes at Ohio State, Bo 
Schembechler at Michigan. The players 
will come to Bill.” 

Once it became apparent Walsh was 
interested, Leland did everything he could 
to bring the coach back. 

“I was trying to devise schemes 
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where he maybe wouldn’t have to do all 
the work that a normal head football 
coach at this level would do. He nixed that 
right away,” the athletic director said. “His 
comment to me has been all along, ‘If 
take this job, I'll = 
work as hard as 
Lever have at 
any job.’ I think 
we got ourselves 
a full-blown 
head football 
coach. 

“Anybody 
who knows him, 
knows how 
competitive he 
is,” said Leland, 
a former Walsh 
assistant at 
Stanford. 
“There's no 
question when 
he gets up in 
that chair and 
starts going, he’s 
going to coach 
just as hard as 
he always has.” 

Still, 
Walsh said he 
would not have 
taken the job had 
not Terry Shea 
agreed to leave 
his position as 
head coach at 
San Jose State to 
become Walsh's 
assistant head 
coach and offen- 
sive coordinator. 

“At this 


stage of my life, and with the 49ers. 


would have been the head coach here. I 
would have pushed him if I had decided to 
do something else. His record at San Jose 
State was phenomenal, especially two 
years ago when he took a team in disarray 


“This is my bliss,” said Walsh, 60, who replaced Dennis Green, a former Walsh assistant both at Stanford 


Nelson (running backs), and former 49ers 


Mike Wilson (receivers), Keena Turner (out- 

side linebackers) and Tom Holmoe (sec- 

ondary). Only Holmoe has coaching experi- 

ence —as a graduate assistant at Brigham 
cine Young University. 

“We'll have a very 
young staff. That's one of 
the basis of my coming 
back, to do that,” Walsh 
said. “My history has been 
good with guys I developed 
or had a part in developing, 
going on to the NFL. The 
vigor and enthusiasm and 
history of those players is 
very important.” 

But expectations. 
would be high even with a 
staff made up of guys 
named Moe, Larry and 
Curly. “I think some people 
are expecting that Bill will 
get us to the next level, 
which is a New Year’s Day 
bowl or even the Rose 
Bowl, but I don’t think 
that's realistic,” boosters 
club president Chuck 

id, “I think maybe 
the measuring stick is a 
bowl season every year. It’s 
not like that’s something 
that’s happened here every 
year. 

“But I suppose there 
are some people who ex- 
pect him to make such a 
difference that we're just 
going to stroll through ev- 
eryone with no problem. 
People are probably think- 
ing that if he could take a 
team to the Super Bowl, he 


at this stage of 
my career, Terry Shea can take a hands-on 
position on a lot of things that I’m not 
sure I want to do,” Walsh said. “He's at the 
stage of his career where he can be a 
hands-on assistant, something I didn’t 
have the first time I was at Stanford. I 
needed Terry Shea, and I wouldn't have 
taken the job unless Terry had agreed to 
play that role. 

“There'll be a lot of organizational 
things he'll do, a lot of preparation. He'll 
have a very active part in the game itself. 
He'll be ina role that most of the major 
universities have — a man who's real close 
to the coach. At this stage of my career, 
this is what I needed. 

“T felt Terry should have been or 


(Shea was hired after the controversial fir- 
ing of Claude Gilbert) and just did great 
(the Spartans went 10-2 and won the 
California Bowl).” 

Walsh's return means expectations 
will be high at Stanford, which hasn't been 
to the Rose Bowl since 1972. “In college,” 
Walsh said not long after he became the 
49ers coach, “you literally can outsmart 
people.” Now, as San Francisco columnist 
Art Spander wrote, he’s back at a college 
where the students believe they can out- 
smart everyone. 

Walsh figures he can take his shots 
with a staff younger than anyone else's in the 
league. His hirees include former Stanford 
and Minnesota Vikings standout Darrin 


can take one to the Rose 
Bowl. But we have a game in October (at 
Washington) that will have something to say 
about thi 

‘Two-time defending Rose Bow! 
champion Washington has beaten the 
Cardinal by a combined 94-23 the past two 
years — and both games were at Stanford. 

“The expectations will be high, and 
there's always the possibility of disaster,” 
Walsh said. “I don’t think it will be a disaster, 
but don’t expect any improvement on what 
Denny Green did. If I can live up to what he 
did, then I'll feel OK, but that’s a big ‘if. 

“T think the team will be representa- 
tive and will play extremely hard and be 
well-drilled. And we will play to our full 
potential. That I do believ 
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Some Symbols of Excellence 


Are Crystal Clear 


The proud tradition and spirit of athletic achievement are captured in the fiery 
brilliance of these specially created lead-crystal editions. Mouth blown and 

hand cut by the renowned artisans of Waterford, Baccarat, Villeroy & Boch, 
and Orrefors. Perfect for your desk or any home decor. To order by credit 
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Waterford Crystal Football.......... $175.00 Waterford Crystal Pendant/Medallion . 

Waterford Crystal Mug.............$175.00 Baccarat Crystal #1 

Waterford Crystal Oval Tray .......$100.00 Villeroy & Boch Clock 
Orrefors Decanter, ..........++-54 $350.00 


$ 75. 
150 


THESE UNIVERSITIES AVAILABLE: 


Alabama Georgetown Mississippi State Penn State 

Arizona Georgia Missouri South Carolina ) 
Arkansas Georgia Tech Michigan Southern California 

Auburn Illinois Nevada at Las Vegas Southern Illinois LO | ! } b erg S 
California at Berkley Indiana North Carolina Tennessee 

Clemson Kansas North Carolina State Texas 

Duke Kentucky Notre Dame Texas AaM _ les Nonthiapehistrect 
Florida Louisiana State Ohio State Vanderbilt Birmingham, Alabama 35203 
Florida State Miami Oklahoma Washington 1-800-633-4616 


CALL FOR OTHER AVAILABLE SCHOOLS, Six Generations of Jewelers Since 1836. 
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ROLEX AND CHAMPIONSHIP FOOTBALL: 
PERFECT PARTNERS — 


AS TIME PASSES, 
ROLEX ENDURES 

To ensure that the Rolex timepiece 
you wear today continues to function a 
accurately through many tomorrows, = 24 Months to Pay 
Rolex has created the pressure-proof No Interest — 15% Down 
Oyster case to provide maximum 

protection against the elements. Pictured here: 
the Rolex Datejust and Lady Datejust, each pressure- Prices subject to change 
proof to 330 ft.; and the Submariner Date, pressure-proof 
to 1000 feet. Available in 18kt. gold, stainless steel, ora 
combination of steel and gold, these elegant Rolex Toll Free 1-800-633-4616 
timepieces are a testimony to the enduring Swiss tradition 


*Brombere’s 


Fine Jewelers Since 1836 


123 North Twentieth Street » Birmingham, AL 35203 
Fine Jewelers Since 1836 


Bromberg’s Club Plan 


Visa or MasterCard accepted 


without notice 


Rolex. Oyster, Datejust and Submariner Date are trademarks 


Rolex 18kt. Gold & Stainless Steel + His $4,300.00 » 15% Down $645.00 + Monthly $152.30 
Rolex 18kt. Gold & Stainless Steel - Hers $3,500.00 + 15 % Down $525.00 » Monthly $129.95 
Rolex 18kt. Gold & Stainless, Sub Mariner $4,750.00 * 15% Down $712.50 * Monthly $168.25 


xcuses are a 
mea dozen. 


Synchronized rowing and 
cycling action firms and tones 
upperand lower body while 
providing important cardio- 
voscularconditioning, 


Comfortable overstuffed 
Seat is welded into position 


for a secure exercise platform. 
Advanced electronic 


‘ergometer fitness monitor 
measures time, distance, 


speed, pulse, calories burned —_g> 
and more, 


Padded foot bar stations and 2 Welded steel frame 
handagrips tor comfortable, . means quality. The: 
non-slip rowing action be MADE IN USA way. 


Revolutionary, forwar 
Mounted fanwheel i 


for quiet action and > Selt-righting, 
unequaled smoothness. é non-slip pedals, 
Increases with speed. 


Results Weninder $400. 


Good news for Americans who are tired of making excuses 
for not being in better condition. Because now there's 
amachine that makes any excuse obsolete. 

It's the DP AirGometer," meticulously manu- 
factured and designed in America to be the excuse- 
proof exercise solution. In just over a year it's proven 
itself as the standard in air-resistance exercise and 
become the country’s hottest home fitness product. 
In fact, the DP AirGometer is so popular that it 
inspires imitations, many of which have come and 
gone. Because quite simply, the DP AirGometer 
offers the best quality for the money. 

Since it operates on the principle of 
variable air-resistance, the DP AirGometer 
provides no-impact exercise. Which means it 
conditions your entire cardiovascular system 


and tones muscles without doing damage to your 
joints. So you can achieve and maintain total fitness 
with a quick, at-home aerobic workout that tones 
and conditions your body—inside and out. 
Following accepted principles of aerobic condi- 
tioning, work out on the AirGometer every other 
day. Use the digital ergometer to set goals and 
determine improvements in your fitness level. And 
in a matter of weeks you should see and feel results. 
So if you're tired of dime-a-dozen excuses, 
why not replace them with exercise? Test-ride the 


AirGometer from DP. And " 

discover how good it feels D 

to be fit for life. Avail- 
able where fine fitness Fit for Life ty 


equipment is sold. No More Excuses, 
DIVERSIFIED PRODUCTS, 309 WILLIAMSON AVENUE, OPELIKA, AL 36803 America. 


ALABAMA 100 YEARS OF 
EXCELLENCE 

Q continued from page 67. 

coaching football like it was a military 
campaign. I think that’s why he and 
Tennessee coach (General Bob) Neyland 


3 


Cornelius Bennett 


had such a rivalry going. They were both 
military men.” 

By 1925, the best football was sup- 
posedly played on the West Coast. So after 
a 9-0 record, Alabama was extended the in- 
vitation to play in the 1926 Rose Bowl. 

The opponent was Washington, a 
team again generally considered to be the 
best in the nation, and the Tide was not 
given much of a chance in their Rose Bowl 
debut. 

But again, Alabama carried the flag 
of the South to California and pulled one 
of the great upsets of the day, beating the 
Huskies, 20-19. 

The victory so impressed 
sportswriters of the day that they voted 
Alabama the national champions, the first 
of many such titles for the Crimson Tide. 

“T often said that until Alabama beat 
Washington in the Rose Bowl, that 
Southern football was not known about,” 
said Sington, who was in high school in 
Birmingham at the time and is now semi- 
retired in his home town. “All you ever 
heard about was the Ivy League and West 
Coast football. 

“But once Alabama beat 
Washington and started that string of Rose 
Bowl successes, it made people sit up and 
take notice of Southern football.” 

‘The next year Alabama returned to 
the Rose Bow! to play Stanford, coached 
by the legendary Pop Warner, and shocked 
the Indians with a 7-7 tie that earned both 
teams a share of the national champi- 
onship. ‘ 

Then in 1930, with Sington as team 
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captain, Wade took Alabama to a 9-0 record, 
outscoring its opponents 247-13, Sington was 
immortalized in a song by Rudy Vallee, who 
recorded a tune called “Football Freddie,” that 
was played on radio stations throughout the 
country for years to come. 

The 1930 Tide was invited back to 
the Rose Bowl again, this time to face 
Washington State. 

“We went out there, and those West 
Coast papers said they couldn’t understand 
why they picked our team,” Sington said. 
“They said we couldn’t run or throw, and 
we'd be no match for Washington State. 

“That was the game where Coach 
Wade started our second string, and in the 
second quarter brought in the starters and 
in about eight minutes we'd scored two 
touchdowns, running and throwing. 


Ozzie Newsome 

“Tt was real exciting. Everything 
they said we couldn’t do, we did.” 

Alabama won 24-0 to remain unde- 
feated in Rose Bowl play and win its third 
national championship, sharing the honor 
with Notre Dame. 

“But the big thing was, they 
changed their tune about us when we 
went back in 1935 and 1937,” Sington 
said. “I was out by then, but I was scouting 
some for Alabama. And when we went 
back out there again, they knew we could 
play football in the South.” 

Clemons pops back into the history of 
Alabama football as a footnote in 1932, when 
he was the football coach at Tuscaloosa High 
anda young man named Paul Bryant was fin- 
ishing his senior year of high school before 
enrolling in the University. 

“Bryant used to come out and sit on 
the bench with me during games that 
year,” Clemons said, “He had used up his 
high school eligibility in Arkansas, and he 
was finishing high school in Tuscaloosa. 

"Later, he gave me a lot of credit for 


his success. I always told my boys to play 
by the rules and enjoy the game. Years 
later, when I was coaching in Memphis, 
Bryant came by and told me, ‘I realize I 
need to do what you did and teach good 
sportsmanship and see if I can’t enjoy the 
game more.’ He said it changed the way he 
approached the game.” 

All of which backs up something 
Sington feels very strongly about, some- 
thing he wishes more Alabama fans real- 
ized, 

“Not to take anything away from 
what Bryant did,” Sington said. “But the 
foundation was laid back in the days of 
Coach Wade. He should get more credit 
for establishing the tradition of Alabama 
football. It was already there when Bryant 
became coach, 

“You see, people like winners. And 
back then, colleges didn’t go looking for 
players like they do now. You played with 
what showed up. And my freshman year, 
we had 128 players out for the team. All of 
them came to Alabama because we had 
great teams.” 

Great teams made up of great play- 
ers. Players like Johnny Mack Brown, John 
“Aurri” Cain, Frank Howard, Dixie 
Howell, Don Hutson and Harry Gilmer, 

Future NFL stars like Bart Starr, 
Lee Roy Jordan, Joe Namath, Kenny 
Stabler, John Hannah, Dwight Stephenson 
and Ozzie Newsome, 

Right on to the stars of today — 
Cornelius Bennett, Derrick Thomas, and 
Bobby Humphrey. 

“Tt started way back then,” Sington 


said. “And it’s kept on through today.” 
= =F 


ae = 


Coach Paul "Bear" Bryant 
It isa tradition that has made 
Alabama one of the most popular and en- 
during football programs in the nation, 
Like the man said, people like winners. 
People like Alabama football. Q 
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NationaL Position-By-Position RATINGS 


Following is an alphabetical listing of preseason position-by-position ratings for all 107 NCAA Division I-A teams by John Hadley, Lindy’s Senior College football Editor, 
using a standard A-B-C-D-F grading scale. These ratings offer an additional evaluation of the nation’s top teams. Hadley’s ratings may differ from the regional editor's. 
Here’s an explanation of the rating scale: A-excellent starters and depth; B-above average starters and depth; C-adequate starters and depth; D-below-average starters 
and depth; F-poor starters and no depth. 


Key to abbreviations: QB—quarterbacks; RB—running backs and fullbacks; WR—wide receivers (tight ends are included for passing teams); OL—offensive line; 
DL—defensive line; LB—linebackers; DB—defensive backs; KG—kicking game (includes kickers along with return and coverage units). 


SCHOOL QB RB WR OL DL LB DB KG SCHOOL QB RB WR OL DL LB DB KG 


AIR FORCE ie ee C- NEBRASKA He Ta Hib 
AKRON i> C C NEVADA-LAS VEGAS iy C fee C+ Gem c+ Bea C 
ALABAMA BB B+ A B- Ce NEVADA cf C 
ARIZONA B C Ce B NEW MEXICO Ds @ 
ARIZONA STATE B- C- fey Ce B- NEW MEXICO STATE Cx Ci 
ARKANSAS Ce Ce Ce B NORTH CAROLINA Be c 
ARKANSAS STATE C C Cc D NORTH CAROLINA ST. Bs BL Ce 
ARMY De Ds Cc C NORTHERN ILLINOIS c (es 
AUBURN B Cr B C NORTHWESTERN D C 
BALL STATE feos Cc ioe c D NOTRE DAME 8 A 
BAYLOR ce A Bes Cm c- OHIO STATE A C+ 
BOSTON COLLEGE ia: c OHIO UNIVERSITY c Cc 
BOWLING GREEN ST. ea c fee c- Cc OKLAHOMA c 
BRIGHAM YOUNG C+ Be C C OKLAHOMA STATE c 
CALIFORNIA Ay Ge C+ A OREGON c 
CAL ST.-FULLERTON D t D OREGON STATE Ce 
CENTRAL MICHIGAN De c RACING Ce 
CINCINNATI c PENN STATE Ct 
CLEMSON 7 a PITTSBURGH C 
COLORADO Be BL Ce FEU 
ALE STATE ERR A 
FAST CAROLINA SAN DIEGO STATE cm 
EASTERN MICHIGAN SANUOSESTATES c 
FVaRIDN SOUTH CAROLINA G 
FLORIDA STATE SAUTER CAL oe 
ERESHOISTATE SOUTHERN MISS C 
SEO HGIN SOUTHWESTERN LA. D 
GEORGIA TECH arian z ; 
HANAN SYRACUSE A 
HOUSTON Teele - 
ees TENNESSEE B 
— ra 
TEXAS A&M Ce 
HOWASSTATE TEXAS CHRISTIAN C 
KANSES| TEXAS-EL PASO C 
KANSAS STATE TEXAS TECH t 
KENT: TOLEDO om 
KENTUCKY TULANE C 
LSU TULSA C 
LOUISIANA TECH UCLA B 
LOUISVILLE UTAH C 
MARYLAND UTAH STATE C- 
MEMPHIS STATE VANDERBILT ¢ 
MIAMI VIRGINIA Ce 
MIAMI OF OHIO VIRGINIA TECH Ce 
MICHIGAN WAKE FOREST C 
MICHIGAN STATE WASHINGTON Be 
MINNESOTA WASHINGTON STATE C- 
MISSISSIPPI WEST VIRGINIA c 
MISSISSIPPI STATE WESTERN MICHIGAN c 
MISSOURI WISCONSIN Ce 
NAVY WYOMING c 
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SWC 1997 L L 
TOP SCORERS TOP PASS RECEIVERS 
Name School ™ PAT FG Pls Pts/G Name School No Yards Avg TD = Cmp/G 
*VENETOULIAS Texas A&M 0 49 13 88 8.0 *GILBERT Houston 106 957 9.0 We 9.6 
ELLIOTT Texas Tech 0 34 7 85 oat GRANT Houston 78 1262 16.2 10 al 
*COBB Rice 14 0 0 84 7.6 BLACKWELL TCU 64 762 11.9 6 5.8 
*HILL TexasA&M 12 0 0 72 65 *WOLF SMU 59 565 9.6 4 5.4 
ANDERSON — Houston 0 39 10 69 63 *ROSSLEY SMU 42 416 9.9 2 3.8 
IRELAND Baylor 0 31 " 64 5.8 *BEARD SMU 41 490 12.0 1 4.6 
GRANT Houston 10 0 0 60 5.5, *DUKE Texas 35 497 14.2 3 3.2 
RICHARDSON Texas A&M 10 0 0 60 5.5 *SHIPLEY TCU 34 454 13.4 2 3.8 
WILKINSON TCU 0 30 10 40 5.5 *BONNER Baylor 34 836 24.6 4 34 
TOP PUNT RETURNERS TOP KICKOFF RETURNERS 
Name School No Yards 1D Avg Name School No Yards 1D Avg 
SMITH Texas A&M 19 275 2 14.5, BRADLEY Arkansas 16 388 0 24.3 
JAMES Arkansas 19 272 1 14.3 *SAUL Texas Tech 9 242 0 26.9 
*SAUL Texas Tech 16 200 0 12.5 PERRY Houston 12 278 0 23.2 
*BIGGENS Texas A&M 1 122 0 Wd GOOD Houston 8 186 0 23.3 
*HICKMAN TCU 24 230 0 11.0 “BENNETT Rice 16 331 0 20.7 
SMITH Baylor 13 136 0 10.5 MOREY TCU 23 466 0 20.3 
TOP INTERCEPTORS FIELD GOALS 
Name School No Yards Avg 1D Int/G Name School FG FGA Pet FG/G 
*SAUL Texas Tech 8 79 9.9 0 0.73 ELLIOTT Texas Tech 7 26 65.4 1.6 
*MCFARLAND Baylor 6 15 2.5 0 0.55 *VENETOULIAS Texas A&M 13 18 72.2 1.2 
*GUNN Texas 5 14 28 0 0.45 WRIGHT Arkansas 12 a7. 70.6 Ww 
BARKER Rice 5 90 18.0 0 0.45 IRELAND Baylor cn) 25 44.0 1.0 
JAMES Arkansas 5 75 18.0 1 0.45 *WILKERSON TCU 10 18 55.6 0.9 
*SIMMONS = SMU 4 48 12.0 0 0.40 ANDERSON — Houston 10 15 66.7 0.9 
*HICKMAN TCU 4 82 20.5 1 0.36 *ANDERSON SMU 8 13 61.5 07 
*BATES Texas A&M 4 37 9.3 0 0.36 “ZIEGLER Texas 6 1 54.5 1.0 
TOP RUSHERS TOP PUNTERS 
Name School No Yards = Avg TD Yds/G Name School No Yards Avg 
*COBB Rice 360 1692 47 14 153.8 BOUNDS Texas Tech 53 2481 46.8 
*HILL TexasA&M 240 1216 54 12 110.6 *RAETHER Arkansas 65 2836 43.6 
*MIMS Baylor 148852, 5.8 3 715 LANGSTON Houston 52 2246 43.2 
“HILL SMU 168 663 3.9 6 60.3 *RICHARDSON Rice 58 2280 39.3 
*MODKINS TCU 181 659 3.6 6 59.9 “DAVIS Texas A&M 52 2035 39.1 
TOP PASSERS 
Name School Att Comp Pet Yards Yds/Att TD Int Comp/G Yds/G Points 
“DOUGLAS Houston 59 37 62.7 520 8.81 4 4 74 104.0 145.6 
RICHARDSON Texas A&M 156 79 50.6 1492 9.57 10 7.9 149.2 135.1 
*JOE Baylor 206 109 52.9 1853 9.00 7 8 9.9 168.5 131.9 
*HALL Texas Tech 220 111 50.5 1788 8.13 10 5 W4 178.8 129.2 
KLINGLER — Houston 497 278 55.9 3388 6.82 29 7 27.8 338.8 125.6 
* Returning Players 
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HOUSTON 


COUGARS 


CAN THE Coucar's Kincpom RetuRN? 


By Gene DuFFEY 


They used to laugh a 
lot in Camelot, where 
the University of 
Houston Cougars 
scored an outrageous 
number of points and 
almost always won, 
particularly at home in 


the Astrodome. 

The 1991 season began with the 
greatest of expectations. Coach John 
Jenkins talked about winning the national 
championship. Quarterback David 
Klingler started the season favored to win 
the Heisman Trophy. 

Then someone sawed the legs off 
the round table. 

The Cougars couldn’t even carve 
out a winning season, stumbling to a 4-7 
finish, The few times when they played 
like the old Cougars offensively, scoring 91 
points in their last two games, they lost. 

“To have that type of finish, losing 
to TCU and (Texas) Tech, 100-99, or what- 
ever the scores were, was a big disappoint- 
ment,” said Jenkins. 

The previous two seasons, while on 
NCAA probation, Houston put 9-2 and 10- 
1 records back-to-back, then watched less- 
er teams go to bowl games. Finally, with 
the bowl ban lifted last year, the Cougars 
failed to qualify. 

“Most of the guys here didn’t know 
how to accept losing,” said receiver 
Freddie Gilbert. 

Now, Sir Lancelot (Klingler) has left 
for the NFL and King Arthur (Jenkins) 
must rebuild. The way the defense played 
most of last season, Jenkins needs to forti- 
fy the walls of the castle and build a wider 
moat, 

The Cougars will miss Klingler’s 
Fred Gilbert, a transfer from UCLA, replaced 
Hazard at inside receiver and, true to the 
Houston tradition, led the country with 106 
catches, seven for touchdowns. 


class as much as his arm, the kid who 
stayed in school and did graduate in 
December with a degree in marketing, and 
passed the credit, as well as the football, to 
his teammates. 

“The five years I've had training him 
was the biggest thrill I've ever had,” said 
Jenkins. “How can you put that into 
words?” 

Jenkins spent the last two years 
training Klingler’s replacements. Klingler 
did not start two games last year because 
of a myriad of injuries and ailments, and 
sat out the second half of a third game. His 
backups received ample work. 

Junior Donald Douglas gained the 


HOUSTON AT A GLANCE 
Team Strengths: Passing game 
which features an Sorte 
of talented receivers. Team 
depth and team speed. 
| Starting defensive ends. 
Possible Weaknesses: 


fensive tackles. 
Players to ohm 
A lge, DE; Eric Blount, LB; 


John Brown, CB; Darrell 
Clapp, OT; Freddie Gilbert, 
WR; Tracy Good, WR; Keith 
Jack, WR; Kevin LaBay, DE; 
Ryan McCoy, LB; Ron Peters, 
WR; TiAndre Sanders, RB; Jeff | 
Tait, OG; Jason Youngblood, 
| OG. 7 


most experience, completing 37 of 59 
passes for 520 yards with four touchdowns 
and four interceptions. His ability to 
scramble gave him an edge over redshirt 
sophomores Jimmy Klingler (David's 
brother) and Chandler Evans. Klingler did 
slim down almost 20 pounds since last 
season to improve his mobility. 

In the spring, Jenkins brought in a 
junior college quarterback, San Antonio's 
Kyle Allen from San Francisco City 
College, but lost Evans for the season with 
knee surgery. 

Jenkins refused to name a starter. 

“One might think that Douglas has 
to be the front-runner due to his experi- 
ence,” said Jenkins. “I’m not going to 
make any declaration until we come out of 
two-a-days (in the fall).” 

Part of Jenkins’ reason was to keep 
the competition intere: i. 

“T have to earn ‘aid Douglas, 
who started as a true freshman at Florida 
and transferred to Houston to be near his 
home in Liberty. 

“They've got to show me,” said 
Jenkins. “There's so much responsibility 
placed on the quarterback in this offense.” 

Jenkins may be changing quarter- 
backs, but not offenses. He is still devoted 
to the run-and-shoot, playing four wide re- 
ceivers and sending them scurrying 
through the secondary, the Houston ver- 
sion of option football through the air, 

The Cougars never run short of re- 
ceivers, even with deep threat Marcus 
Grant turning pro a year early, 

Outside receiver Keith Jack arrived 
in the spring along with Allen. He followed 
the same path to Houston as Manny 
Hazard, who led the nation in receptions 
for the Cougars after coming out of Daly 
City, Calif., and playing at San Francisco 
City College. 

“Keith’s everything we thought he 
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SPRING ROSTER 


No. Name Pos. Class Ht Hometown No. Name Pos. Class Ht. Wt. Hometown 
2 Adams OR So. 6-2 185. Schulenburg 26 Daniel Johnson Jc 190 Amarilo 
3 Mike Adams PK Sr. 5-9 160_ Deer Park 88 Nahala Johnson OLE Jc 6-2 235. Pt. Arthur 
74 Truett Akin ORT Fr. 6-6 260 Houston 14 Tee Johnson ACB Sr_6-0_195 Houston 
96 Allen Aldridge ORE Je 6:2 240 Missouri City 25 Kenneth Jones IR —St._5-11 190. Franklin, LA 
13 Kyle Allen QB J 6-2 170. San Antonio 45 Jimmy Kiingler 08 So. 6-4 210 Houston 
35 Preston Bailey SS___Sr._6-0_ 195 Beaumont 99° Kevin LaBay OLE Sr. 6-4 260 Hamshire 
38 Kevin Batiste FS So. 6-2 185. Galveston 13 Eric Malek UCB So. 62 185 Spring 
113 John Berry OR Jr. 6-0 175. Dallas 75” Vic Mamich —_OLT Fr. 6-7 285. Mt. Belview 
59 Kevin Beier CC —-Sr._6-2 275 Kingwood 14 Chris Maraviga _K So. 6-0 165 Houston 
42 EricBlount SLB__Sr._6-1 230 Memphis, TN 34” Rick Marciniak OB So._55 185 Houston 
63 Sean Broussard ORT Fr 6-5 260 Webster 73 Sieve Matejka ORT So. 6-5 280. Pasadena 
26 Bryan Brown SB ‘Fr. 5-8 205 San Antonio. 44 Ryan McCoy MLB Jc 6-3 240 Beaumont 
22 John Brown CB So. 6-4 190. Killeen 83. Thomas McGaughey OR Fr. 6-3 200 Houston 
25 JohnW. Brown —RCBJr._6-11 185 Amarillo 55._Kelvin McKnight MLB Jc 6-0 235 Marshall 
BW Patrick Byrd FS So._6:2 190 Crystal City 43 Lawrence MePherson SBF. 6-0 200 Houston 
36 Stewart Carpenter SS__Jr._ 6-1 205. Coahoma, MS 41 David Molinar SB Fr. 6-0 215. Marfa 
33 Mike Chandler DB So. 5-10 196 Sugar Land 87 Terry Moorer IRS. 5-5 160. Killeen 
91” Rod Chapman DLT Jr. 6-4 240 Houston 54 John Moris LTS. 6-5 285 Houston 
48 Zach Chatman FS _—Sr.__6-1_ 180 Beaumont 52 RyanMounts CF. 6-4 275. San Antonio 
St Carlos Chester DLE Fi. 6-2 245 Austin 3. Jamie Mouton DBS. 6-1_ 175 Houston 
70 Darrell Clapp ORT Jr. 65 305 Corpus Christ 47” Lawrence Mouton SB J. 6-0” 210 San Antonio 
‘94Steve Clarke DLT Sr._6-5 265 Columbus, GA 57_Terrance Mouton DE Fr. 6-5 245 San Antonio 
5 Trace Craft PK So. 6-1 181_ Weatherford 45 Tyler Mucho WLB Sr. 6-0 215 San Antonio 
24” Wille Crawford SS Si. 6-1 205 Los Angeles, CA 48 Michael Newhouse SS/ Sr. 6-0 205 Halisville 
24 Nathan Culkin PK Fr. S-11 168. Friendswood 22 Chris Ochs “Sc. 5-1 175 San Diego, CA 
32 Stephon Davis UCB Jr. 6-0 203 Houston ‘John Owens OLE So. 6-3 245 Houston 
30 Tyrone Davis “S$ Sr 6-1 210 Houston 10 RonPeters OR So. 6-2 195 Missouri City 
37 John Denbow OR J. 5:8 160 Angleton 41__Chris Pezman —CLB_ Sr. 6-1 215 Houston 
40 Ontario Dickey SB So. 5:8 210 Conroe 84 Taron Philips OR Jt. 5-10 185 Houston 
29 Lorenzo Dickson SS Sr._6-3 215 Los Angeles, CA 85 Julan Pitre OR So. 5-9 160. PL. Arthur 
63 Stephen Dixon DRT Je 6-0 260 Sugar Land ‘97 Jetf Planck ORE Fr. 6-4 225 Houston 
42 Donald Douglas OB Jr. 6-4 205 Liberty 33 Torrin Pok SB Sr._5411 195 Houston 
19 Chuckie Dorsey LCB F511 181 Calhoun 17_Chris Raines ROB Fr. 5-11. 178 Carthage 
9 Richard Elder PK So._5-9 175 Aldine 71 Kenny Robbing ORG So. 6-6 295 Mt. Belvgu 
9 Chandler Evans OB” So. 6-4 210 Caldwell 54 Bobby Rodriguez DRE Fr. 6:2 235 Houston 
& Tommy Evans FS Jr. 6-1 190. Missouri City Raylord Ross —IR__Jr._5-10 160 Dallas 
89. SamFaaita DLT Sr. 6-4 280 Pacifica, CA 31 TiAndre Sanders SB Jr. 6-0 215 Corpus Christ 
46 Freddie Gilbert IRS. 5-9 174 Huntsvile 72 Brian Shirar__—OLG Fr. 6-5 270 Katy 
10. PaulGipson ——LCB_Sr.__ 5-9. 170. Houston ‘Of Kenneth Simmons WR — Fr. 5-101152_ Lafayette, LA 
26° Philip Glover PF. 5-0 172 Austin 24 Sherman Smith IR —Jr5-7 160 Houston 
i TracyGood IR —-Sr_-5-6_170 Clute 25 Tim Sneed OR So._6-0_167_ Ft. Worth 
48 Darryl Grantham 0B So. 6-2 195 Oenver, CO 50 Chris Stewart DLT Fr. 6-1 260. Stering, KS 
40” Derrick Gray SLB-_So._ 6-1 215. Houston 77 Jelf Tait OLG Sr. 6-4 295 Georgetown 
3 K0.Graves IR So. 59° 168 Gulfport, MS 53 Ron Thibodeaux ORT So. 6:0” 255 Houston 
6 Gerald Gregoive OR Fr. 6-1 175 Dallas 15. Greg Thomburgh P So. 6-1 190. Conroe 
32 Tommy Guy SB Jk 5-1 210 Ft. Worth 15 Augustin Velasquez PK Fr. 5-10 170" Ft. Stockton 
45 Tywon Guy —SS___Fr._6-0_205 Ft. Worth 49” Nigel Ventress  WLBSr._6-1 235 Pt Arthur 
Craigory Hall OR Sr._6-2 178 W.Palm Beach, FL | 56 Linton Wetherspoon DRT Jr. 6-1 255 LaHabra, CA 
29° Roger Hall IR Ft. 5+10 165 Rio Vista 79 Joe Wheeler OLT Jr 6-6 305 Houston 
60” Kevin Harris DLE Fr. 6-1 250 Lubbock 68 Brad Whigham —OLG Jr. 6-4 280. Daingertiald 
23, Stephen Haris LCB Sr 6-0 184 Dallas 39. Keith Whitely SB Sr. $-10 215 Houston 
62_ Eric Harrison ORT So. 6-2 _265_Ft. Worth 61 Greg Whitty Cdr. 6-4 320 Houston 
30 Xavier Harvey OR So. 5-11 145 Houston 24 Gerome Wiliams NB So. 6-2 200. Houston 
76 Jim Herndon OLT Fr. 6-8 295 Baytown Kent Willams IRF. 5-10 170 Huntsville 
96 Michael Hicks IR Fr 5-8 170. Houston 3” Brian Wilson CBF. 5410 170_ Dallas 
37 Stanley Holmes RCB Jc 5-10 175 Dickinson 5 Darren Woods FS—-Jr__6-4 205 Dallas 
27 Brisket Howard FSS. 6-1 185 Miami, FL 19 TimWoods OR S._5-10.164_ San Antonio 
4 Keith Jack OR Je 6-0 180 Daly City, CA 85 Jason Youngblood ORG Sr. 6-4 280 Refugio 


CouGars STATISTICS 


PASSING TACKLES 
Name Att Comp Yards Pct TD Int McCoy (97), Blount (89), 
Klingler 497.278 3388 55.9 29 17 Bevil (77), Davis (68), Cadrez (63), 
Douglas 59 97 520 6274 4 Batiste (56), Aldridge (47), Ventress (46) 
RUSHING 
INTERCE! 
Name No Yards Avg Lg 1D TER CERTIONS: 
Dickson (3), McCoy (2), 
Sanders 7 397 57 64 5 Batiste (2), Brown (2), Harris (2) 
Miles 50 360 72 24 1 
Douglas 28) slope ier 420m 
RECEIVING Coach: John Jenkins 
Name No Yards Avg Lg 1D 13-6, 2 years; 13-6 overall 
Gilbert 406 957 90 60 7 1991 Record: 3-5/7th; 4-7 overall 
Grant 78 1262 16.2 54 10 Stadium: Astrodome (60,000) 
tame 2 peat “a 3 3 Lettermen Returning: 48 
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—Coucans OFFENSE _ 


Number Quarterback 
Donald Douglas Junior 
Jimmy Klingler Sophomore 
Number Superback 
‘TiAndre Sanders” Junior 
Tommy Guy Junior 
Number Outside Receiver Year 
4 Keith Jack Junior 
83 Thomas McGaughey Freshman 
Number Outside Receiver Year 
10 Ron Peters: Sophomore 
84 Taron Phillips Junior 
Number Inside Receiver Year 
16 Freddie Gilbert* Senior 
3 K.O. Graves Sophomore 
Number Inside Receiver Year 
1 Tracy Good Senior 
21 Sherman Smith. Junior 
Number Left Tackle Year 
54 John Morris” Senior 
76 Jimmy Herndon Freshman 
Number Left Guard Year 
7 Jeff Tait” Senior 
al Kenny Robbins Sophomore 
59 Kevin Bleier Senior 
61 Greg Whitty Junior 
Jason Youngblood’ Senior 
Steve Matejka Sophomore 
Number Right Tackle 
70 Darrell Clapp* Junior 
74 Truett Akin Freshman 
Coucars DEFENSE 
—————— 
Number Defensive End Year 
99 Kevin LaBay Senior 
88 Nahala Johnson Junior 
Number Defensive Tackle Year 
94 Steve Clarke Senior 
63 Steve Dixon Junior 
89 ‘Sam Faaita* Senior 
56 Linton Weatherspoon Junior 
Number Defensive End Year 
96 ‘Allen Aldridge ‘Junior 
57 Terrance Mouton Sophomore 
Number Outside Linebacker Year 
42 Eric Blount* Senior 
45 ‘Tyler Mucho Senior 
Number Middle Linebacker Year 
44 Ryan McCoy” Junior 
4) Chris Pezman. Senior 
30 Tyrone Davis* ‘Senior 
29 Lorenzo Dickson Senior 
Number Cornerback Year 
22 John Brown* Sophomore 
23 Steve Harris Senior 
Number Cornerback Year 
25 John W. Brown Junior 
37 Stanley Holmes Junior 
Number Strong Safety Year 
48 Michael Newhouse Senior 
Number Free Safety Year 
38 Kevin Batiste” ‘Sophomore 
5 Darren Woods Junior 


* Denotes returning starters. 
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day (in practice), 
Gilbert, a transfer from 


true to the Houston tradition, led the country 


with 106 catche: 
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ven for touchdowns. 
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more double cov. 
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Coucars RECRUITING 


Name, Position Size Hometown High School / College 


Kyle ALLEN 08 6-2, 180 San Antonio. __ San Francisco City C 

JC All-American... Completed 186 of 291 passes for 3,071, the fourth most yards in JC last 
year... Threw for 34 TDs... Went to San Antonio Jay, where he threw for 2,490 yards with 20 
‘TDs his senior year, 


Eric ANDERSON WAR 5-11, 185 Humble Humble 
Rushed for 840 yards last year with 10 catches for 150 yards... All-Greater Houston... Timed at 
10.7 inthe 100 and 21.3 in the 200... Regional All-American... Could return kicks. 


Delithro BELL LB 6-1, 205 Tyler Chapel Hill 

All-State and finalist for Class 4A Player-of-the-Year... Had 11 tackles behind the line, intercept- 
ed 5 passes and recovered 3 fumbles... Played on state championship team as a sophomore. 
Timed at 4.5 in the 40. 


Randy BLAIR WA Deer Park Deer Park 
All-Greater Houstoy IL Distet | ” a -22,.. Missed much of his junior year with a broken col- 
far bone... Timed at 4.4 in the 40, 


Stewart CARPENTER DB 6-1, 205 Coahoma, MS _—_Coahoma 
‘Super Prep magazine Top 100 junior college pick... Timed at 4.45 in the 40... Participated in 
spring drils 


Chuck CLEMENTS 08 6-3, 185 Huntsville Huntsville 

Completed 169 of 296 passes for 2.519 yards with 19 TDs last year... Super Prep magazine 

Alban ‘Completed 200 of 362 tor 2,919 yards with 29 TDs as a junior to earn All-State 
jon. 


Jeff DANIELS OL 6-4, 205 Marshall Marshall 
Helped 14-2 team to state championship as a junior... Texas Football Top 20 lineman... Timed 
at 4.8 in the 40, 


Marlon FOOTS DL-LB 62,290 eaumont Central 
‘Two-year starter at defensive end... All-District... Averaged 8 tackles per game. 
in the 40 and bench presses 350 pounds, 


Percy GAULT SB 5:9, 185 San Francisco, CA San Francisco City C 

Had 908 yards rushing with 9 TDs last year... Rushed for 1,295 yards with 15 TDs two years 
‘ago... Rushed for 306 yards against Shasta JC, breaking 0.4. Simpson's school mark... Timed 
at 4.4 in the 40. 


Otis GRANT DL 


Timed at 4.7 


Sugar Land Willowridge 
Had 73 kes, 14 behind the thet Pied 46 assists, 6 sacks and 2 fumble recoveries last 
year... Had 81 tackles as a junior. Rated No. 31 in the state by the Houston Chronicle... Made 


Super Teams for Texas Football and Super Prep magazine. 


Daly City, CA San Francisco City C 
No, 2 JC receiver in country with 80 catches for 1,302 
Had 40 catches two years ago for 729 yards... Timed at 4.3 in the 40 and 10.5 in the 


Keith JACK WR 6-0, 180 
JC All-American and JC All-State 
yards... 
700. 


Jason JONES OL-DL 6-4, 265 Zachary, LA Zacl 
Regional All-American... Timed a4 inthe 40.. Wile tied on both ais ‘of the football 


Name, Position Size Hometown High School / College 


Dedric MATHIS DB 6-0, 170 Cuero 
Started games at running back, receiver, corner and safety... State tiple jump qualifier in 
track... Timed at 4.5 in the 40, 


Jason MeDONALD WA 5:8, 170 Sacramento, CA Sacramento JC 

JC All-American... Finished fourth in the nation last year with 65 catches for 980 yards with 13 
TDs... Baseball standout, who had the most stolen bases in junior college last year... A mem- 
ber of the U.S. baseball team in the Pan American Games. 


Donald MOFFETT WR 5-9, 181 Moss Point, MS_ Miss. Gulf Coast CC 

JC All-American trackster... Timed at 4.35 in the 40, 10.52 in the 100 and 21.5 in the 200... JC 
All-State with 903 yards rushing and 25 catches for 398 yards... Prep All-American running 
back 


Delmonico MONTGOMERY DB 6-1, 175 Gladewater ——Gladewe 
‘Led team in tackles and receptions... Two-time, two-way All-District... All Dict in basketball 
‘and qualified for regionals in intermediate hurdles 


Shadrick PATRICK OL 6-5, 275 Baytown Lee JC 
Transferred to Lee JC from Oklahoma... Played prep ball at Baytown Lee, where he was listed 
as a Top 50 recruit by both Houston papers. 


Ronnie PRICE OL 6-6, 255 Deer Park 
All-District, All-Greater Houston and ipa Tos Football Super ian timed at 6.2 in the 40, 


David ROBERTS OL 6-5, 250 Austin Westlake 
Leading blocker for Class 4A semifinalist, that averaged nearly 400 yards per game... All: 
State... Graded out in the high 90s every game. 


Lamar SMITH SB 5-11, 202 Fort Wayne, IN Northeast Oklahoma JG 
Honorable mention All-American... Played for nation's top-ranked JC:,, Rushed for 186 yards 
on 26 carries against Tyler JC. 


Billy SPILLER WR-DB 5-8, 150 Killeen 
Led team to state championship... Threw for 2,678 yards and 24 Tos" ey defense, he had 60 
solo tackles... All-District, All-State and All-American... Timed at 4.38 in the 40. 


Charles WEST WR 6-0, 180 Killeen, 

‘Two-way starter for 5A Division | state champion... Had 84 catches ‘or t 950 yards with 21 
TDs... Defensively. he had 5 interceptions... Played basketball and ran track... Timed at 4.4 in 
the 40. 


Steven WILLIAMS LB 6-3, 265 Athens 
Had 115 tackles, recovered 6 fumbles and intercepted 2 passes... 
Three-time All-District player. 


Athens 
Defensive MVP of 4-17, 


Tim WINBURN DL 6-4, 255 McKinney MoKinni 
Had 46 tackles, 9 sacs, 11 assist 2 fumble recoveries and caused 2 fumbles fom defensive 
‘end spot... Super Prep magazine All-American... Played tight end his junior year. 


SPRING UPDATE 


Coach John Jenkins decided his Cougars needed a rigorous 
spring practice after last year’s 4-7 season. 

“It was a physical spring, maybe more than it needed to be,” 
said Jenkins. 

Chandler Evans, a third-year sophomore and one of Jenkins’ 
four candidates for quarterback, suffered a torn anterior cruciate 
ligament in his knee and underwent major surgery. He will be out 
for the season. 

Jimmy Klingler, another quarterback, bruised a shoulder and 
missed the final week of spring practice. He should be ready by the fall. 

Brad Whigham, a valuable offensive lineman who filled in at 
center, guard and tackle last year, also injured his knee, underwent 
surgery and is out for the year. 

Another offensive lineman, center/guard Greg Whitty, started 
one game last fall and suffered a serious knee injury. He sat out 
spring practice and should be back for the fall, if he can keep his 
weight down. 

Superback TiAndre Sanders also missed some spring time 
with an injury. 


Three junior college transfers enrolled for the spring 
semester. Wide receiver Keith Jack and strong safety Stewart 
Carpenter secured starting positions. 

Quarterback Kyle Allen, a teammate of Jack’s at San Francisco 
City College, demonstrated a strong enough arm to contribute to 
the run-and-shoot. Jenkins said Allen was a little late delivering the 
ball and needed to learn the offense better, but the injury to Evans 
rakes it more likely that he will play in the fall rather than be red- 
shirted. 

Although Jenkins refused to name a starter at quarterback, 
Donald Douglas, who started as a true freshman at Florida and 
played the best of David Klingler’s backups last year, will almost 


The only major position change was moving linebacker 
Nahala Johnson to defensive end. The Cougars need someone to 
replace departed end Glenn Cadrez, a superb pass rusher. Johnson 
finished the spring listed behind Kevin LaBay, but the coaches 
were pleased enough with Johnson's progress to keep him at de- 
fensive end. 
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Senior Tracy Good (5-6), who 
caught 25 passes last year, and junior 
Sherman Smith (5-7) are a pair of water- 
bugs who will share the other inside re- 
ceiver position 

Peters, a 6-2 sophomore, and 
Thomas McGaughey, a 6-3 redshirt fresh- 
man, are competing for the outside receiv- 
er job opposite Jack. Both will play. 

TiAndre Sanders outlasted four 
other candidates to win the superback po- 
sition last season. Sanders (6-0, 215) led 
the Cougars in rushing with a modest 397 
yards, although he did average 5.7 yards a 
carry. He proved more valuable as a block- 
er anda receiver, catching 21 passes. 
Tough Tommy Guy (5-10, 210) has the 
ability to run over defenders. 

The offensive line failed to ade- 
quately protect David Klingler too often 
last fall. Opponents sacked Cougar quar- 
terbacks 52 times last year. 

“The rash of injuries in the offensive 
line hurt,” said Jenkins. “You had inexperi- 
enced guys and second-team guys having 
to step up in there.” 

The line deteriorated before the in- 
juries hit, exposed by Miami’s front four 
and further embarrassed by Illinois’ defen- 
sive line. 

The injuries made the situation 
worse last year, but could pay off this sea- 
son in the experience department. 

Junior Darrell Clapp (6-5, 305) and 
senior Jason Youngblood (6-4, 280), bor- 
rowed from the defense at midseason last 
year, are solid at right tackle and right 
guard, respectively. 

Senior Kevin Bleier (6-2, 275) 
earned the starting center position as a 
walk-on last year. He missed several games 
to have a boil removed from his leg. 
Versatile junior Brad Whigham (6-4, 280) 
replaced him and is capable of playing any- 
where on the offensive line. 

Left guard Jeff Tait (6-4, 295) start- 
ed slowly last year after transferring from a 
junior college, but finished strong. John 
Morris (6-5, 285) started the first three 
games at left tackle before knee surgery 
ended his season. He is trying to regain 
the position and hold off the charge of red- 
shirt freshman Jimmy Herndon (6-8, 295). 

The Cougars averaged 44 points for 
their last three games, so someone must 
have been blocking. 

The 1990 Houston defense, forced 
to play six true freshmen, allowed 27.5 
points a game. But it forced 38 turnovers, 
and the Houston offense simply outscored 
the opposition in 10 of 11 games. 

The 1991 Houston defense, with 
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more depth and talent, simply didn’t do 
the job. The Cougars allowed 31.3 points a 
game last year. 

“We had better athletes defensively 
than we did in 1990,” said Jenkins. 
“Defensively, it was a Jekyll & Hyde case. 
That certainly has to be rectified.” 

Jenkins made several moves before 
spring practice, shaking up his coaching 
staff. He promoted Melvin Robertson from 
linebackers coach to defensive coordinator, 
replacing Ben Hurt who stepped aside for 
health reasons after suffering a heart at- 
tack in December. He hired Jimmy 
Warren, the former NFL defensive back, 
from the defunct program at Long Beach 
State to work with the secondary, and 
Danny Palmer from Austin Peay to coach 
the linebackers. 

“That's always good,” Jenkins said of 
the turnovers in coaches that included out- 
side receivers coach Carl Hargrave leaving for 
Towa. “Players see things aren't going to be 
the same. There's going to be expectations for 
getting things turned around.” 

Robertson said he didn’t plan to 
change Houston's basic 4-3 defense, but 
may alter the alignment, putting a defen- 
sive tackle on the opposing center. 

“We were kind of out of sync (last 
year),” said Robertson, who returned to 
Houston last year after stints at Texas 
AGM, Mississippi State and Irving 
MacArthur High School. “Our pass rush 
wasn't good enough to play the coverage 
we had. We've got to take a big, big jump 
on defense.” 

Because the Cougars average 60 
passes a game, they force the defense to be 
on the field for more possessions. 

“You're going to play 30 more snaps 
a game (than the average team), you have 
to have more depth,” said Robertson. 

End and pass rusher supreme, 
Glenn Cadrez played as well as anyone on 
defense last year, with 12 sacks, and must 
be replaced. The line is where the most 
help is needed. 

Senior Kevin LaBay (6-4, 260) and 
junior Allen Aldridge (6-2, 240), who 
started all last year, go into the fall as the 
starting defensive ends. Seniors Sam 
Fa’aita (6-4, 280) and Steve Clarke (6-5, 
265), who contributed little last year be- 
cause of a late start and ankle problems, 
are the tackles. Junior Nahala Johnson 
(6-2, 245), a converted linebacker, could 
figure in at end and junior Linton 
Weatherspoon (6-1, 255) will help at 
tackle. 

“That was probably the most impressive 
position group of the spring,” said Jenkins. 


Senior Eric Blount (6-1, 230) has 
started two and a half seasons at outside 
linebacker and junior Ryan McCoy (6-3, 
240) two years in the middle. When 
Houston employs three linebackers, senior 
Nigel Ventress (6-1, 235) starts on the 
other side. 

‘The Cougars often played a nickel 
back last year because they faced numerous 
teams with one-back offenses. Seniors 
‘Tyrone Davis (6-1, 210) and Lorenzo 
Dickson (6-3, 215) alternated there last year. 

One area where the Cougars will 
not be as deep as last season is in John 
Browns. They played three last year and 
the wide receiver, John Brown III, left. The 
other two are cornerbacks. 

John W. Brown, the junior from 
Amarillo, was one of the half dozen to start 
several games two years ago as a true 
freshman. The other John Brown, a 6-4 
sophomore from Leesville, La., played the 
second half of last season because of in- 
juries in the secondary. Senior Steve 
Harris is another capable cornerback. 

Stewart Carpenter (6-1, 205), a ju- 
nior college transfer, made a physical im- 
pression in the spring at strong safety. 
Kevin Batiste (6-2, 182), the former pro 
baseball player who played last year as a 
freshman, returns at free safety. 

“Te got to believe the Houston de- 
fense will be back,” said Jenkins, 

The Cougars lost both their kicking 
specialists, punter Charles Langston and 
place-kicker Roman Anderson, the former 
‘walk-on who became the NCAAs all-time ca- 
reer scoring leader with 423 points. There is 
nota scholarship kicker in the program. 

Sophomore Greg Thornburgh will 
probably be the punter. 

“] like the idea of a left-footed 
punter, particularly on a day witha 
breeze,” said Jenkins. “You've got a chance 
to get some dropped balls.” 

That may make Thornburgh more ef- 
fective on the road than at home. Houston 
had won 15 ina row at home before losing a 
joust to Baylor at the Astrodome. 

The place kicking situation was a 
little more unsettled with sophomore 
Trace Craft, sophomore Chris Maraviglia 
and senior Mike Adams the top candidates. 

One obvious reason last season was 
tough was a much tougher schedule than 
the year before, facing Miami and Illinois 
on the road. This year’s schedule isn’t 
much easier with road games at Michigan 
and Tulsa and a home game with Illinois. 

The Cougars appeared to be a cinch 
for a bowl game last year. This year they 
must improve dramatically to make it. 


HOUSTON 
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1st YEAR COACH PLANS To THROW THE FOOTBALL 


By Kirk Bouts 


ohn Mackovic stared down from 
the podium at a gathering of 
about 500 Longhorn faithful at 
an informal function in San Antonio in 
early February. 
Before his opening remarks, he no- 
ticed a well-groomed couple in the front 
row who were resplendent in a tuxedo and 
an evening gown. 
“Where y'all going?” asked 
Mackovic, invoking the Southern dialect. 
“To a party?” 
“No,” answered the middle-aged 
woman, “we got dressed up to come see you.” 
Mackovic, the 48-year-old coach de- 
scribed variously as icy, calculating and 
aloof, but rarely as personable, bolted from 


the podium, walked down the steps and 
hugged the woman. The hotel ballroom 
erupted in applause. 

Add spontaneous to the long and 
rapidly lengthening list of positive at- 
tributes associated with the 27th head 
coach in Univ f Texas football histo- 
ry. Many of the Longhorn fans in that 
room were stunned. This was supposed to 
be a coach who not only didn’t wear his 
emotions on his sleeves, but one who 
wasn’t supposed to have any emotions. 

Those who know him more intimately 
paint a different portrait of Mackovic. 

“He's a genuine, warm person. 
Janann Vance, his former administrative 
secretary at Illinois. “He gives the best, 


o 


and he expects the 

Make no mistake about another 
quality of the confident, poised Barberton, 
Ohio, native who is being asked to return 
the Longhorns to their rightful place 
among the nation’s elite college football 
programs after three losing seasons in the 
last five y 

Mackovic comes prepared. 

Twice voted Big Ten Coach of the 
Year in just four years at Illinois; the man 
hired to replace David McWilliam: 
December is a proven commodi 
hiring McWilliams with only one y 
head coaching experience, Texas went 
looking for, and found a coach who brings an 
extensive resume to the job offering a wealth 
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of experience. And a staff with the same. That, 
too, has Orangebloods smiling because 
McWilliams’ staff was oft-criticized. 

“T think all the men on Coach 
Mackovic’s staff were more intelligent than 
anybody we played,” says Illinois offensive 
tackle Tony Laster. “We would beat people 
that, on paper, a lot of people said we 
would not beat. But we beat them because 
our coaches were smarter. They prepared a 
lot better.” 

Preparation is a cornerstone of 
Mackovic’s programs. 

Mackovic established school records 
for wins in a season at Wake Forest and 
Illinois. He coached under the legendary 
Bo Schembechler and Tom Landry. He 
took the Kansas City Chiefs to their first 
NFL playoff appearance in 15 years. 

While some Austin radio talk-show 
callers wondered why a man with so much 
going for him had come from Wake Forest 
and Illinois, others looked at what had 
been accomplished at two schools that 
have been less than perennial football 
powerhouses. Texas fans like his 4-0 record 
against Ohio State, but loathe his road 
losses to hapless Northwestern and 
Michigan State last season. 

“Some people got on John for win- 
ning only two conference titles in seven 
years,” says Bill Little, Texas’ sports infor- 
mation director. “I say he ought to get a 
medal for winning two conference cham- 
pionships at Wake Forest and Illinois.” 

Gil Brandt, the former Dallas 
Cowboys vice president, said Texas “pulled 
off a coup” by landing a man several NFL 
teams would have loved to have hired last 
winter. Mackovic even confides that a few 
of his NFL friends were “downright upset” 
he didn’t give that league's vacancies a 
stronger second look. He had his reasons. 

For one, he was fired at Kansas City, 
in part, Mackovic implies, because he had 
no relationship with Chiefs owner Lamar 
Hunt. The two, in fact, had one face-to- 
face meeting during Mackovic’s entire 
tenure there. 

So when some of his NFL col- 
leagues inquired about his availability, 
they were told if their team’s owners were 
so interested, to call. Otherwise ... 

Instead, it was Texas that called. The 
Longhorns phoned because Mackovic had 
every quality desired. “He fit what they 
were looking for,” says Bill Carr of the 
Sports Resources Group head-hunting 
firm in Charlotte, N.C., that helped put the 
two parties together. 

Mackovic was sharp. He was experi- 
enced. He had won. And he knew offense. 


The offense has been missing from 
a program that has not produced a nation- 
al championship since 1970. Texas has 
succeeded in the past, largely through su- 
perior defenses. No Longhorn has started 
an NFL game at quarterback since Bobby 
Layne. 

Mackovic plans to change all that. 
This is one coach who won't leave the O 
out of the Xs and Os. 

“Texas will never have a bad de- 
fense,” one veteran Texas observer says. 
“But we need to begin to have an offense. 
Recruits have got to believe you're really 
going to throw the football. Mackovic’s got 
pro experience. He knows the throwing 
game and he runs a pro-style offense.” 

His Illinois team ranked 13th na- 
tionally in passing offense despite a 5-foot- 
8 quarterback. In his first year with the 
Chiefs, Mackovic had prefaced his presea- 
son comments by saying he'd like to throw 
40 passes a game. When quarterback Todd 
Blackledge threw a touchdown pass in the 
closing seconds of a 31-10 win over 
Denver in the season finale, it marked the 
640th pass of the season for Kansas City — 
an average of 40 a game. 

Mackovic attributes much of what 
he learned about the passing game to 
coaching at Dallas under Landry, where 
Mackovic helped develop Danny White 
into one of the league's best quarterbacks. 

“What Texas has got is a younger 
Tom Landry,” Brandt says. “The only dif- 
ference is one’s got a blonde wife, and 
one’s got a redhead, John and Tom’s de- 
meanors are the same. Their dress is the 
same. They're both unflappable and 
tremendously smart people. John can go 
into a house and talk about wine or mak- 
ing gaskets.” 

He'd probably prefer discussing his 
favorite Cabernet. His affinity for fine wine 
is so well chronicled that he jokingly asks 
a visitor if he'd like to see his wine cellar. 
You know, the one in his office. 

Mackovic likes the great outdoors as 
long as he’s applying his seven handicap 
on the golf course rather than out camp- 
ing, as his wife, Arlene, would prefer. Golf 
is one of the major reasons he accepted 
the Texas job. He left Champaign, Ill., and 
its two golf courses for Austin and the 45 
courses within an hour's drive. 

But he is as multi-dimensional as 
his offense. 

He loves to keep up with current 
events. He has degrees in Spanish and ed- 
ucation administration. He labels himself 
an “abstract learner,” one who learns in 
pieces, rather than in a specific order. He 
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reads business management and self-help 
books constantly, and says he was honestly 
taken aback at San Antonio last winter 
when he met Zig Ziglar, the acclaimed mo- 
tivational speaker and author, who said 
that he knew who Mackovic was. 

And he will always be dressed for suc- 
cess. Always impeccably attired, the fresh- 
starched Mackovic was called “the Pat Riley of 
Illinois” by many of his players. 

In short, Mackovic's bio might 
cause some to wonder why he has re- 
mained a football coach. 

He has formed his own company — 
Yes, Inc. —a service-related firm dealing 
with motivational speaking. He wore dual 
hats at Illinois as the school’s athletic di- 
rector, and football coach. He'd love to 
serve as a CEO of a major corporation 
someday. And if he hadn’t chosen to be- 
come a coach, he feels sure he would be a 
practicing attorney today. 

But as a litigator. 

“I would have wanted to have been 
in court,” Mackovic says. “I would have 
liked the competition.” 

Through football, he says he “com- 
petes through someone else.” That doesn’t 
lessen his intensity one bit. 

Mackovic is not without faults. He 
has been described as cold and distant. 
Even he admits he is demanding and can 
be tough to work for. “The guy comes 
across as that he’s better than people,” one 
former Illinois player says, “and what he 
says is law. It wasn’t like he was the Grinch 
who stole Christmas. He just wasn’t a per- 
sonable guy.” 

Asked to name his worst quality, 
Mackovic laughs and says, “Some probably 
would say I wouldn’t change anything 
about myself.” 

As Texas approaches its 100th football 
season this fall, most in the athletic depart- 
ment wouldn't want him to. They like his pol- 
ished look. They appreciate his desire to bring 
anational championship to a program that 
hasn't celebrated one in 22 years. And they 
love what he has accomplished at what they 
consider inferior programs. 

He took Wake Forest to its first 
bowl game in three decades. Although he 
got fired at Kansas City after four seasons 
ina power play by the club’s general man- 
ager, the surviving GM was subsequently 
canned along with Mackovic’s successor, 
Frank Ganz, two short years later. 

His Illinois teams won 30 games in 
four seasons and went to four bowl games, 
two of them on New Year’s Day. His 1990 
team shared a Big Ten co-championship. 

“He can be a Paterno,” Little says. 
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“He can be very big in college football.” 

If so, it well could result from his, 
fastidious attention to detail. Organization 
may be his No. 1 quality. 

“Lou Tepper (Mackovic’s defensive co- 
ordinator and eventual replacement at 
Illinois) and John are the two most organized 
men I've ever met,” said Steve Bernstein, 
Texas’ new secondary coach. “He always has 
an agenda, and it’s all on paper.” 

Remember, this is a man who types 
his own speeches, keeps his personal 
records and prepares his own game plans 
on his IBM 386 personal computer in his 
office. He schedules many of his appoint- 
ments on the quarter-hour. He can get so 
obsessively compulsive about the daily 
lists he works up — sometimes before his 
first cup of coffee — that occasionally his 
wife and two teenage children tell him 
where he can put his lists. 

“My family still has problems with 
the fact that I will be sitting there and will 
have already ordered the day,” Mackovic 
says. “I will already have said, ‘After break- 
fast, we'll do this.’ And they'll say, ‘Stop. 
We just want to go and whatever happens, 
happens.’ ” 

Stop is not a command that gener- 
ally computes with him. He works long 
hours but, unlike some well-known coach- 
es who delight in letting on that they don’t 
have the slightest idea of whom lives in 
the White House, he doesn’t get caught up 
in the outward pretense of excessive work. 

“Some present themselves so that 
there’s no question about how hard they 
work,” Mackovic says. “Hey, we work hard.” 

John (he has no middle name) 
Mackovic has been hard at work almost 
since age 5, when he lost his father to tu- 
berculosis. As one of six children, who 
shared a room with two brothers, he 
learned to do his own laundry and iron his 
own clothes at age 10. 

Anatural athlete, Mackovic played 
every sport in the Akron, Ohio, suburb, but 
particularly excelled at quarterback despite a 
6-foot frame that carried only 169 pounds as 
late as his senior season at Wake Forest. His 
‘success isn’t surprising, given his cerebral ap- 
proach to almost everything. 

He wasn’t physical enough or tal- 
ented enough to contend for an NFL ca- 
reer, but loved the competition. That may 
be part of the reason he and his college 
roommate, the late Brian Piccolo, loved 
"The Magnificent Seven," perhaps the ulti- 
mate, macho movie. 

“Brian and I used to watch that 
movie all the time,” Mackovic says. “That 
was our favorite movie. It was seven guys 


against the world.” 

Ata young age, Mackovic may have 
even felt that way himself. His stepfather, a 
worker at the local rubber factory, discour- 
aged young John’s dreams of a scholarship 
in college athletics. “He wanted me to go 
to work and earn money to pay my way 


Texas fans like John Mackovics'4-0 record against 

Ohio State, but loathe his road losses to hapless 

Northwestern and Michigan State last season. 
through college.” 

But a scholarship did come 
through, proving John’s future did indeed 
lie in athletics. Those struggles during his 
adolescence, in part, are probably what 
pushes him today. 

“Football was a way of life growing 
up,” he says. 

He adopted much from Tom 
Phillips, a tough, demanding coach, who 
has since had three open-heart operations, 
and who shaped Mackovic as both an ath- 
lete and a person. Mackovic may have in- 
herited Phillip’s disciplinarian ways be- 
cause at Illinois he once suspended the de- 
fensive star for the first half of a game after 
he had gotten into a fight outside a bar, 
and suspended his best wide receiver for 
the first half against Michigan when the 
player was late to a practice. 

“We've had people get in little bar 
fights or screw up academically, and that 
really hacks him off,” Laster says. “Those 
kind of people, he doesn’t appreciate.” 

But Mackovic also drew from the 


joasTWv SUH TOM 


generous side of Phillips. When Mackovic 
‘was a quarterback at Wake Forest and re- 
turned home once to help his former 
coach work with the high school team, 
Phillips kindly gave him a sweater to wear 
at college. 

Mackovic, who always considered 
his lifestyle one of middle-class standards 
until he later learned how much better off 
the middle class really was, offered to pay 
Phillips for the sweater. But the coach sug- 
gested he'll do the same one day. 

“That will be good pay,” Phillips told 
him. 

From that day on, Mackovic wanted 
to bea football coach, perhaps to give 
something back, and also to be in control. 
He learned from some of the best, includ- 
ing Schembechler at Miami of Ohio, Jim 
Young at Arizona and Purdue, and Landry, 

Mackovic became the coach he is 
today by absorbing whatever he could from 
each. “For two years, I was like a sponge, 
working for Coach Landry,” he says. 
Organized. Thorough. Offensively innovative. 

“(Bo) never took anything for grant- 
ed,” Mackovic says. “He still wanted you to 
do it the right way.” 

Young instilled in him the passion 
for success and the “sheer, raw willpower,” 
Landry taught the need for planning and 
ultimate organization. 

Mackovic set a goal of becoming a 
head coach at a major college by the time 
he was 35. At 34 and three months, he ac- 
cepted the job at Wake Forest in 1978. 

He is still looking for that first na- 
tional championship. At Texas, he im- 
proves his odds of that, which is one rea- 
son he left Illinois despite offers of job se- 
curity and more money. 

Mackovic raves about the staff he 
hired, one that combines 68 years of expe- 
rience and five national championships. 
Unlike when he took over at Illinois, where 
he built a staff without a single assistant 
who had ever worked for him before, 
Mackovic brought four assistants and his 
recruiting coordinator with him to Austin, 
and hired others from outstanding pro- 
grams like Notre Dame, Tennessee and 
Georgia Tech, 

“John does not put on airs,” 
Bernstein says. “He's really not aloof, he’s 
just quiet. He’s not going to dominate a 
room. But you know quiet people are mys- 
teries, He’s a little bit of a mystery because 
he’s so calm and quiet.” 

‘That comes from an inner confi- 
dence that appears unshakable. 

But mystery? Texas hopes not. It thinks 
it knows how it comes out in the end. 
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TEXAS" PREP CO-PLAYERS-OF-THE-YEAR 


Dion Marion 
By Roser Cessna 


ew people outside Central Texas knew who Dion Marion 

was when the playoffs started last year. But for five weeks, 

his legs powered the Killeen Kangaroos to the Class 5A- 
Division I state championship and gave recruiters something to look 
forward to. 

Meanwhile, the West Brook Bruins won all 10 regular season 
games behind fluid quarterback James Brown, who turned a few more 
heads each week with his dazzling play. 

Brown, who wasn't even listed as a starter heading into the fall, 
accounted for more than 2,000 yards in leading the Bruins to No. 4 in 
the state polls. 

But Brown's season didn’t have a happy ending. His team was 
upset by Aldine Macarthur, 21-14, in bidistrict play. 

Win or lose this year, Marion and Brown will be closely watched 
by the recruiters and fans. One of them could end up being the state's 
top recruit, or for that matter, the nation’s. 

They are Lindy’s Preseason Players-of-the-Year, 

Marion's junior season didn't have a sensational start. He suf- 
fered a slight shoulder separation in Killeen’s second district game and 
he missed the last five regular-season games. 

Killeen was 0-2 in district when Marion left, and no one expect- 
ed the Kangaroos to make the playoffs without him. They did and 
Marion was just what Killeen needed when the playoffs started. 

Marion had 82 yards on 20 carries with a TD in his first game 
back, a 14-14 tie with Austin Johnston. Not bad, considering he hadn't 
played in five weeks. And Killeen was fortunate enough to advance to 
the next round by an edge in penetrations, 

Marion rushed for more than 100 yards in the next four games 
in awesome fashion. He had 125 yards and all three scores in a 21-17 
semifinal victory over San Angelo Central and highly touted quarter- 
back Shea Morenz, last year’s No. 1 prospect. 


James Brown 


In the title game, Marion rushed for 159 yards with a score in a 
14-10 victory over Sugar Land Dulles. 

Marion ended the year with 1,2 
games. 

At 185 pounds, Marion has the size that college coaches desire, 
He's also been timed at 4.4 seconds in the 40-yard dash, 

“He can do it on offense and he could do it on defense,” said 
Robert Williams of Max Emfinger’s National High School Football 
Recruiting Service, adding that Marion could play defensive back if he 
had to. 

Marion's coach, Bobby Etheredge, who is now an assistant at 
Texas Christian, said Marion was the best running back he’d ever been 
around. 

The recruiters will hound Marion, but he might not get to per- 
form for them in the playoffs. Killeen returns only one other offensive 
starter and has changed coaches. 

Brown is thankful he will have a few more veteran faces around 
him, including offensive tackle Frank Middleton, a Lindy’s preseason 
All-Stater. 

But it will be Brown the recruiters and fans flock to see. 

Brown threw for 1,452 yards and added another 650 yards on 
the ground. Still, it wasn’t enough. His season ended on a fourth-down 
scramble that came up just short of a first down, deep in MacArthur 
territory. 

“Tve seen him play, he’s just outstanding,” Williams said. “He can do 
either — pass or run. He makes good decisions on his feet.” 

He also makes great decisions off the field. He passed his col- 
lege entrance exam, which will only make more recruiters take notice. 

Brown \ ited the top quarterback in the district, which in- 
cluded Deer Park’s Corey Pullig, who signed with AGM and was con- 
sidered the state’s No. 2 quarterback behind Morenz. 


yards and 13 TDs in just 10 
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ie RatING THE SWC 

r = (CO 
Linemen Give A&M a Huge Edge 

By Rosert Cesswa 

QUARTERBACKS — 


1. Texas: Will be vastly improved. Three-year starter Peter Gardere should flourish under first-year coach John Mackovic and play like he did in 

1990 (2,132 yards, 11 TDs) as opposed to last year (1,390 yards, 12 interceptions). Strong-armed Chad Lucas and/or Shen Morenz could see 
laying time. 

2. Baylor: No problem here. J.J. Joe is perfect for the Veer. He accounted for 2,000 yards and 13 TDs last year. Steve Needham is an experi- 

enced senior. 

3. Houston: The run-and-shoot will continue, without record-setting David Klingler. Donald Douglas had a quarterback rating of 145.6 in limited 

action last year, the best in the SWC. JC transfer Kyle Allen could challenge. 

4. Texas Tech: Getting better. Robert Hall was 5-1 down the stretch last year, accounting for 2,066 yards on the year and 15 TDs. The Red 

Raiders need to find a No. 2 quarterback. 

5. TCU: Injuries, not defenses, have stymied the Frogs. Tim Schade completed more than 60 percent of his passes as a redshirt freshman for 

1,253 yards, but he left for Minnesota. The oft-injured, but talented Leon Clay, who is 7-1 as a starter, is the man on the spot. 

6. Texas A&M: New kids on the block. A redshirt freshman will likely start for the Aggies. Tommy Preston and Matt Miller are the candidates, 

with insiders liking Preston. No matter who wins, it will be tough facing Stanford and LSU on national television to start your college career. 

7. Rice: Searching. The Owls can’t find anyone to complement their powerful running game. Greg Willig, the thrower, and Josh LaRocca, the 

runner, split time last year. They could lose out to UCLA-transfer Bert Emanuel. 

8. SMU: Tough job. Todd Ritz is the starter by default. An injury cut short Mike Romo’s promising career and another injury caused his replace- 

ment, Dan Freiburger, to miss spring drills. Ritz threw 13 interceptions last year in 202 tosses. 


RUNNING BACKS — 

1. Texas A&M: Solid and getting better. Freshmen Greg Hill (1,216 yards) and Rodney Thomas (294) almost combined to outrush Trever Cobb 
of Rice, while fullback Doug Carter (359) will ease the loss of option quarterback Bucky Richardson. 

2. Baylor: Three of a kind. David Mims (852 yards), Robert Strait (551) and John Henry (521) were among the conference leaders. The Bears, 
like the Aggies, are deep. 

3. Rice: Award-winning Trevor Cobb might be a cinch for the Heisman if he played at Southern Cal or Notre Dame. He might be good enough 
to get the Owls to .500. After Cobb, the Rice runners are iffy. 

4. Texas: Plenty of power. The Longhorns are loaded, considering their switching to a pro-style offense. Butch Hadnot (501 yards) is the top 
runner, but Phil Brown (420) and Adrian Walker (358) aren't bad and can catch the ball better. 

5. TCU: The perfect blend. Speedster Curtis Modkins (659 yards) is perfect in a one-back offense, while bruising Derrick Cullors (352 yards, 7 
TDs) was impressive as a freshman. 

6. Texas Tech: Needs some help. Byron Morris moved from fullback to |-back and led the Raiders with 514 yards. He'll be surrounded by new- 
comers, probably redshirt freshmen Jamie Gibbs and Andre Session. 

7. SMU: A ways to go. The Mustangs are improving, as evidenced by Rongea Hill’s 663 yards and six TDs. Larry Wilson (277) could be the key. 
8. Houston: Anything would help. The Cougars didn’t have a running attack last year and paid the price. TiAndre Sanders (397 yards) needs to 
be better this time around. 


RECEIVERS — 

1. Houston: Bombs away. Any wideout loves to play for the Cougars. UCLA-transfer Freddie Gilbert led the nation last year with an average of 
9.64 catches per game. He could top his 106 catches and 957 yards. JC transfer Keith Jack will make a big splash, while Tracy Good (25-255), 
Thomas McGaughey and Ron Peters will catch their share. 

2. TCU: Balance. The Frogs return five players that caught at least 20 passes each, led by Stephen Shipley’s 34 catches and 464 yards. Richard 
Woodley (27-301), Kyle McPherson (24-284) and David Lewis (23-204) helped the Frogs average 258 yards passing per game. 

3. Texas A&M: Fantastic freshmen. This was a concern for the Aggies last year, but was a strength thanks to newcomers. Tony Harrison led the 
team with 31 catches and 577 yards, but Brian Mitchell was the big-play guy (19-519, 27.3). Ryan Mathews added 13 catches for 276 yards. 
Mathews and Harrison are sophomores. Incoming freshman sensation Danny McCray could afford A&M three-wideout sets. 

4. Texas Tech: Talent, but no numbers. The Red Raiders return only one receiver, but he might be the best in the league. Lloyd Hill had 33 
catches last year for 641 yards and will be Hall’s top target. Donald Marshall, Derrell Mitchell and Byron Baker are the newcomers. Tech is one 
of the few that use a tight end. Don Hasley will be the starter. 

5. Baylor: One standout. Melvin Bonner (34-836, 24.6, 4) had the SWC’s best per-catch average. The Bears have no experienced players to go 
with him. Baylor uses a tight end, but utilizes him for blocking, not catching. 

6. Texas: Coming on. Mackovic will improve this area through repetitions. Darrick Duke (35-497) and Kenny Neal (25-372) are glad the 
Longhorns are going to a single back. Justin McLemore’s (11-134) numbers should go up, unless incoming freshmen Mike Adams and Lovell 
Pinkney play. UT needs help at tight end, where former quarterback Jason Burleson is starting. 

7. SMU: No speed. The Mustangs have great possession-type receivers in Jason Wolf (59-565), Mick Rossley (42-416) and Korey Beard (41- 
490), but the trio only combined for seven TDs and had only one reception over 40 yards. The Mustangs need sprinters. 

8. Rice: Work needed. The Owls need help to take pressure off Cobb. Ed Howard (20-260) and Louis Balady (15-254) return, but combined for 
only two scores. Jimmy Lee and Byron Coston are other possibilities for a team that averaged just 159.5 yards passing per game. 
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OFFENSIVE LINEMEN — 
1. Texas A&M: Rock solid. The Aggies return four from a unit that averaged 259.1 yards rushing per game. That's a frightening thought to the 
rest of the SWC. Guard John Ellisor is already All-SWC, while Dexter Wesley, Tyler Harrison and Chris Dausin could be. 

2. Texas: Srong enough. Three returning starters should better last year's woeful marks of No. 5 in the conference in rushing and No. 8 pass- 
ing. If not, Mackovic might yearn for the Big Ten. Left tackle Alan Luther, center Turk McDonald and right guard Jeff Boyd are the experienced 
hands. The Horns should get help from their excellent linemen class of two years ago. 

3. Texas Tech: Experience. The Red Raiders have lost two line starters in the past two years, which might explain their 384.0 yards of offense 
per game. Charlie Biggurs leads the way with Stance Labaj, Brad Elam and Stacey Petrich not far behind. 

4. Rice: Heisman convoy. Cobb will only be as good as his linemen and the Owls must find two more to complement guard Mike Appelbaum, 
tackle Billy Baldwin and center Kenneth Pinkston. 

5. Houston: Pass blocking needed. Klingler’s Heisman Trophy stock took a dip every time he was sacked. UH quarterbacks withstood 52 sacks 
to throw for 4,101 yards. The bad news is Klingler is departed. UH returns four in the line and time will tell if that is good or bad. 

6. TCU: Veterans in transition. Three returning starters will make it easier for first-year Coach Pat Sullivan to tinker with the offense. Jody 
Morse, David Breedlove and Josh Coldiron should give Sullivan the flexibility to emphasize the run or pass. 

7. SMU: Hit the weights. The Mustangs, who need some beef, lost two starters and will have to try defensive players to fill the void. Kyle Carroll 
and Matt Wisenbacker are the returners. 

8. Baylor: New faces. This area will make-or-break the Bears. Tackle Craig Bellamy, who is now at guard, is the only experienced hand. 
Excellent skilled players might make the newcomers’ job easier. 


KICKING GAME — 


1. Texas A&M: The perfect complement to the Aggie defense. Former walk-on David Davis averaged 39.1 yards per punt. Terry Venetoulias hit 
13 of 18 field goals. 

2. Rice: A promising area. Darrell Richardson hit six of 11 field goals and averaged 39.3 yards per punt, the best of any returning player and 
he’s only a sophomore. 

3. SMU: Hit-and-miss. Russell Anderson hit eight of 13 field goals, but doesn’t get many chances with the Mustangs. Ryan Lawson and Marc 
Lewis return at punter, but the Mustangs averaged just over 31 net yards per punt. 

4, TCU: Experienced, but not accurate. Jeff Wilkinson hit 10 of 22 field goals. Trey Becan and Mitch Ashley shared punting duties. Ashley aver- 
aged 36.0 as a freshman. 

5. Texas: No impressive stats, but plenty of promise. Kelly McClanahan averaged 38.3 yards per punt, but could lose his job to quarterback 
Peter Gardere. Jason Ziegler and Craig Dickey combined to hit nine of 17 field goals, but the Horns signed JC All-American Scott Szeredy. 

6. Texas Tech: Wait until the fall. The Red Raiders have to replace both kickers. Coach Spike Dykes liked what he saw in spring drills, but said 
you really need to see them in September to make a judgment. 

7. Baylor: Need lots of help. The Bears are looking at walk-ons and scout teamers. 

8. Houston: Newcomers. The Cougars, like several SWC schools, will be breaking in a pair of specialists. 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN — 

1. Texas A&M: A big splash. The Aggies had problems heading into last year, but Sam Adams was the SWC’s Newcomer-of-the-Year and re- 
ceived solid support from Kefa Chatham, Pat Henry, Lance Teichelman and Eric England. They're all back. 

2. Rice: A good sign. The Owls should improve dramatically on defense with all three linemen back, spearheaded by All-SWC performer Matt 
Sign at nose. Tackles Shawn Alberding and Charles Gulbronson combined for 96 tackles. 

3. TCU: The bold ones. The Frogs were tough against the run, allowing only 131.5 yards per game. Tunji Bolden and Thomas Lewis combined 
for 105 tackles last year, including 13.5 sacks. 

4. Texas Tech: Vastly improved. An improving area because of a budding star in end Shawn Jackson, who had four sacks, two deflections, two 
fumble recoveries and 14 quarterback pressures in seven starts. Harry Dyas also returns at end in Tech’s three-man line. 

5. Baylor: Super reserves. Even though the Bears don’t return a starter. there’s plenty of talent. Backups Albert Fontenot, Steve Strahan and 
Matthew Pearson will be standouts. 

6. Texas: Missing parts. The Horns are hurting. Linemen on the UT 1992 roster accounted for 79 tackles last year, 64 of them by Bo Robinson, 
the lone returning starter. Gone are All-Americans Shane Dronett and James Patton. who helped the Horns allow only 258.9 yards per game. 

7. Houston: Talent needed. Sam Fa’aita and Allen Aldridge combined for 81 tackles and eight sacks, but the other Cougar linemen are inexperi- 
enced. 

8. SMU: Help needed. They ran at will against the Mustangs last year (211.1 yard per game) and it will continue. Chad Patton (six sacks, 13 
tackles for losses) had a big year, but needs help. 
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LINEBACKERS — VISITOR 
1. Texas A&M: The best. Linebacker University lost 
Quentin Coryatt to the NFL as a No. 1 draft choice, 
but don’t worry, there’s more on the way. Marcus 
Buckley has All-America possibilities, while Jason 
Atkinson and Otis Nealy are All-SWC caliber. 

2. Houston: A bright spot. The Cougars are hurting 
defensively, but not at linebacker. Ryan McCoy led 
the team with 97 tackles and Eric Blount was next 
at 89. Nickel back Tyrone Davis, who sometimes 
acts as a ‘backer, was fourth with 68. 

3. Texas Tech: Solid trio, Steve Carr, Mike Liscio 
and Ben Kirkpatrick combined for 248 tackles, but 
would like to see that number dip if the linemen im- 
prove as expected. 

4. TCU: Closing fast. The Frogs will be tough 
against the run. The top two tacklers, Reggie 
Anderson and Brad Smith, make this area solid pur- 
ple. The duo had 218 tackles, 16 of them for losses, 
and 20 pressures. 

5. SMU: A start. The best area of a pourous de- 
fense. Bill Kiely had 125 tackles and Jason Bednarz 
117. What they need is help up front. 

6. Texas: Down to one. The Horns have two big 
holes to fill. Anthony Curl led the team with 108 
tackles, but he'll find himself surrounded by untest- 
ed players. 

7. Baylor: One spot is solid, one mended and the 
other untested, Le’Shai Maston is an All-SWC play- 
er after his team-leading 110 tackles. Lee Bruderer 
was injured much of last year, but is expected to 
make a big contribution. The other spot is up for 
grabs. 

8. Rice: Speed needed. The Owls allowed the oppo- 


sition 4.4 yards per carry, worst in the conference. Texas A&M Wreckine Crew 

Rice ‘backers had only 13 tackles behind the line TOP L to R —Jessie Cox, Larry Jackson, Marcus Buckley, Jason Atkinson. 
last year. Alonzo Williams and Joey Wheeler are the BOTTOM L to R —Antonio Shorter, Otis Nealy, Reggie Graham, Steve Solari. 
best of the bunch, 


DEFENSIVE BACKS — 


1. Texas: Tradition continues. The Horns pass efficiency was tops in the nation, and with Grady Cavness, Lance Gunn and Willie Mack 
Garza returning that trend will continue, no matter what happens in front of them. The trio had nine interceptions, 20 breakups and 126 
tackles. 

2. Texas Tech: Solid start. All-American Tracy Saul, who has 20 career interceptions, would make any secondary solid. Anthony Wiley 
and Donny Brooks, who returned a fumble 99 yards to beat Baylor, lend support. 

3. Texas A&M: Good enough. The Aggies allowed 136.4 yards per game through the air — best in the SWC — and but six touchdown 
tosses. Patrick Bates will challenge for All-American honors. 

4. Baylor: Halfway there. This will be the strength of the Bear defense. Keith Caldwell and Michael McFarland are All-SWC performers. 
5. TCU: Improvement planned. The Frogs could improve drastically with four starters back. The Frogs allowed 221.8 yards passing per 
game and 17 TDs last year. Anthony Hickman, Steve Reed, Tony Rand and Greg Evans are a year wiser. 


6. SMU: Help needed. The Mustangs gave up 19 TDs in only 268 attempts. SMU could use some sprinters here, but Cary Barbham and 
Michael Artmore are solid. 

7. Rice: Help. The Owls allowed 251.7 yards passing per game, 8.1 yards per pass try, and a 60.9 percent completion rate, the worst 
marks in the SWC. Nathan Bennett is the best defender. 


8. Houston: More help. The Cougars allowed 245.2 yards per game, just ahead of Rice, and 21 TDs, the most in the league. The 
Cougars will start only one senior in the secondary. 
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By Rosert CESSNA 


in our Texas heritage. Thus looking back 

con the 199] season, it was fitting that 
the Kangaroos of Killeen won the Class 5A-Division I 
state championship. 

If there ever was a town that needed a rallying 
point last fall, it was grief-stricken Killeen, which had 
been in the national headlines, 

First, the town’s economy went into a tailspin. 

Initial plans were to close down the 2nd 
Armored Division at nearby Fort Hood, as the govern- 
ment started trimming its defense budget. The news 
meant more than 10,000 people would eventually leave 
the area, crippling the economy. 

Then, 26,000 servicemen were shipped out be- 
cause of Operation Desert Storm. 

Many stores put up signs that said they'd re- 
‘open when the soldiers returned. 

‘Things started to look up in Killeen when the 
Persian Gulf War ended without the high number of ex- 
pected casualties, and the government decided to keep 
the 2nd Armored Division in operation. 

But things took a turn for the worse. 

On Oct. 16 gunman George Hennard killed 22 
people at Luby’s Cafeteria, then killed himself in one of 
the nation’s worst massacres. 

No one was thinking football as the world 
learned where Killeen was located, but the Kangaroos 
did go ahead with its homecoming game with 
Pflugerville two days later, 

‘The Kangaroos were in the process of rebound- 
ing from an 0-2 start in district to claim 13-5A%s third 
playoff spot. 

This was the second year the University 
Interscholastic League was experimenting with three 
teams from all 5A districts making the playoffs, crown- 
ing two state championships. 

Killeen proceeded to give the UIL's plan a ring- 
ing endorsement by winning the state championship by 
a 14-10 verdict over Sugar Land Dulles. 

Killeen, of course, wasn't favored in the game, 
but that was nothing new. 

‘The Kangaroos’ playoff trek started with a 14- 
14 tie against Austin Johnston in bidistrict play. 
Kangaroo quarterback Billy Spiller hit George Gooden 
with a 21-yard touchdown pass with just one minute, 
three seconds left to tie the game. Killeen then advanced 
via a 4-3 edge in penetrations. 

Killeen won the next three games by a com- 
bined nine points. They did appear to be a team of des- 
tiny, 


He school football figures prominently 


When Killeen won the state championship on 
Dec, 14, the citizens of Killeen wept tears of joy. 

“twas such an incredible year,” said Killeen 
coach Bobby Etheredge, who is now an assistant coach 
at Texas Christian University. “There were just so many 
obstacles. We had to overcome an 0-2 startin district. To 
come back that far and win state — gosh, that just tells 


you something about those kids.” 

Etheredge said the team was able to block out 
‘was happening around it and focus on football. 

That tunnel vision allowed Etheredge to see 
that his two-platoon system wasn’t working. He then 
took quarterback Billy Spiller and wide receiver Charles 
West and put them on defense as well. 

“We were trying to two-platoon, but it just 
‘wasn't working out,” Etheredge said. “They helped out 
the defense a lot.” 

That move took place after the 0-2 start in dis- 
trict, the same time the Kangaroos lost junior running 
back Dion Marion to a slight separated shoulder. 

Etheredge knew for Killeen to go deep into the 
playoffs, they'd have to have a healthy Marion. 

He returned for the Johnston game, rushing for 
82 yards on 20 carries. Marion rushed for more than 100 
yards in the next four games in spectacular fashion. 

In the 21-17 semifinal win over San Angelo 
Central, Marion had 125 yards and all three scores. In 
the championship game, he had 159 yards and a touch- 
down. 


‘Today, Etheredge marvels at the remarkable 
season. 

“Everything fell into place atthe right time,” he 
said. “The stars, the moon, the sun, everything must 
have been lined up just right.” 

Divine intervention: 

Maybe. But no one will doubt that Killeen was 
ona mission. 

Few brought up the point that the Division II 
champion, Odessa Permian, actually had a larger enroll- 
ment than Killeen. Two years ago, the UIL was criticized 
for its Big School and Small School brackets. Aldine, 
which won the Small School, had a larger enrollment 
than Marshall, which won the Big School. 

Thus, the UIL changed the terminology for the 
1991 season. 

No one would argue that Killeen, which was 
unbeaten in its last 10 games, was a state champion, if 
not THE state champion. 

Killeen won the coveted first Gordon Wood 
Trophy as the most noteworthy high school football 
team in Texas. 

The UILs decision to send three teams to the 
playoffs wasn't criticized in Killeen, that’s for sure. 

decade ago when the UIL first sent the run- 
ner-up to the playofis, first-year school Beaumont West 
Brook, which was a runner-up, won the tate title. West 
Brook had been formed when Beaumont Hebert and 
Forest Park merged, and the state championship was a 
rallying point for the new school. 

Killeen wasn’t the lone state champion ona 
mission last year. 

Odessa Permian, which wasn’t allowed to de- 
fend its 1989 title because it was banned from the play- 
offs for holding illegal summer workouts, posted a 16-0 
record to win the 5A Division I crown. 


The Panthers were impressive in winning the 
school’s sixth state ttle, 

In Class 4A, the AGM Consolidated Tigers fig- 
ured to be down after graduating most of its stars froma 
28-2 two-year effort, but won the championship in con- 
vincing fashion. 

As for this year’s teams-on-a-mission, Class 4A 
might have a pair in 1990 state champ Wilmer-Hutchins 
and Bastrop, both knocked out by forfeits because of in- 
eligible players. Wilmer-Hutchins didn't get to defend its 
title, while Bastrop was ranked No. 1 much of the year 
and was unbeaten on the field. 

A Class 5A team-on-a-mission might be peren- 
nial power Dallas Carter, which lost a wild 10-7 game to 
Waco last year in quarterfinals when Carter fumbled an 
interception late in the contest, allowing Waco to score. 

‘As for our picks, we like Temple in 5A and A&M 
Consolidated to repeat in 4. 

The Wildcats of Temple junked the Wing-T last 
year and were impressive, reaching the regional round. 
They are experienced and veteran coach Bob McQueen 
has the drive. 

A&M Consolidated is a budding power and with 
realignment taking Chapel Hill, Corsicana, Belton and 
Georgetown from Region IIL, things just gota litte easi- 
er for the Tigers. But Bay City, with former Cy-Fair 
coach Warren Trahan at the helm, might be the team to. 
watch in 4A and it too, is in Consol’s Region IIL 

Here are our top 10 picks by region: 


CLASS 5A 


REGION I 

1, Odessa Permi Midland Lee; 3. San 
Angelo Central; 4. Amarillo; 5. Amarillo Palo Duro; 6. 
LD. Bell; 7. Abilene Cooper; 8. El Paso Andress; 9, 
Sherman; 10. Lewisville. 


REGION II 

1. Temple; 2. Dallas Carter; 3, Plano; 4. 
Richardson; 5. Dallas Kimball; 6, Tyler Lee; 7, South 
Garland; 8, Longview; 9. Lake Highlands; 10, Arlington 


Lamar. 
REGION IIT 


‘West Brook; 10. Humble. 

REGION IV 

1, Converse Judson; 2. San Antonio Marshall; 3, 
Corpus Christi Carroll; 4. San Antonio Clark; 5. San 
Antonio Madison; 6. San Antonio Taft; 7. Harlingen; 8, 
‘Mission; 9. Corpus Christi Miller; 10. McAllen. 

CLASS 4A 

REGION I 
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1. Lubbock Estacado; 2, Sweetwater; 3. 
Plainview; 4. Big Spring; 5 Hereford; 6, Pampa; 7. 
‘Stephenville; 8. Wichita Falls; 9. Andrews; 10, 
Brownwood. 

REGION II 

1. Waxahachie; 2, Carthage; 3, McKinney; 4, 
Wilmer-Htchins;5. Chapel Hill 6. Kilgore; 
Corsicana; 8. Denison; 9. Texas High; 10. Highland Park, 

REGION III 

1, A&M Consolidated; 


= ; 

4, La Marque; 5. West Orange-Stark; 6, Tomball; 7. 

Jasper; 8, El Campo; 9, Dickinson; 10, Forest Brook. 
a 


IN IV 
1. Austin Westlake; 2. Bastrop; 3. Calallen; 4. 


New Braunfels; 8. Alamo Heights; 9, Schertz Clements; 
10, Georgetown. Q 

CLASS 5A 

REGION I 

DISTRICT 1 

Projected finish: 1. Bl Paso Andress; 2. El Paso 
El Paso 


Coronado; 3. El Paso Irvin; 4, El Paso Austin; 
Burges; 6. El Paso Jefferson; 7. E 
High; and Canutillo is an independent. 

‘Top offensive players: QB Joseph Hayward, 
Andress, 5-11, 165; G Luis Jara, Irvin, 5-10, 178; C Greg 
Bowling, Irvin, 6-1, 188; G Gabriel Garcia, Andress, 6-0, 
235; C Ruben Enriquez, Canutillo, 5-10, 230; C Russell 
Branum, Andress, 6-2, 250 (A-D); L John Dickerson, 
Burges, 6-1, 200 (A-D); FB Alex Ruela, Canutillo, 5-11, 
190 (1,300 yards rushing, 16 TDs); HB Tommy Moreno, 
Canutillo, 5-8, 150; and SE Jerry Madrid, Canutillo, 5- 
10, 160. 

Top defensive players: E Bear Barley, Irvin, 6-3, 
230; T Jesus Rivera, lrvin, 5-10, 238; L Patrick Norris, 
Irvin, 6-3, 200 (A-D); LB Matthew Mendoza, Jefferson, 5- 
9, 165; LB Eddie Contreras, Jefferson, 5-9, 170; LB Andy 
Aguilera, Jefferson, 6-0, 190; LB Neil Ybarra, Canutillo, 
5-7, 130; LB Adrian Chavira, Canutillo, 5-9, 180; LB 
Richard O'Quin, Andress, 5-11, 180 (A-D); LB Joe 
Dominguez, Andress, 5-9, 160; LB Jerry Garcia, Irvin, 5- 
9, 185; CB Mario Sosa, Jefferson, 5-9, 160; DB Jody 
Loray, vin, 5-11, 165 (A-D); $ Vardell Small, Andress, 5- 
1, 175 (A-D); CB Michael Wright, Andress, 5-6, 140 (All- 
City); $ Johnafer Porter, Andress, 5-6, 145; and $ Joel 
Quintana, Canutillo, 5-8, 140. 

‘Two-way standouts: FB-LB Eddie Gonzalez, 
Jefferson, 5-10, 230 (A-D on offense); TE-LB Sergio 
Perez, Jefferson, 5-9, 180; OT-DT Joe Ramos, Jefferson, 
6-0, 195; OT-DT Mark Mendoza, Jefferson, 5-10, 240; 
0G-DT David Demoss, Canutillo, 5-11, 190; WR-DB Jody 
Loray, Irvin, 5-11, 175 (A-D on defense); FB-DE Patrick 
Norris, Irvin, 6-3, 205 (600 yards rushing, A-D on de- 
fense); OG-LB Chris Salazar, Irvin, 6-0, 220; and SE-DE 
Luis Moreno, Canutillo, 5-9, 160. 

Outlook: Andress (10-2) remains the dominant 
team under Coach Allan Sepkowitz (113-61-3), but will 
he down in the skill positions with only three offensive 
starters back, Andress does have a dandy kicker in Steve 
Guardado, who kicked eight field goals and had a punt- 
ing average of 40.0 yards. ... Coronado (9-2) is 18-5 in 
the last two years and the Thunderbirds should make it 
three straight playoff trips... Austin (5-6-1) surprised 
everyone by making the playoffs, then won a game. .. 
Jefferson (3-7) led the district in offense, but couldn’t 
stop anyone, Bight defensive starters hack could improve 
things... Irvin (5-4-1) could return to the playoffs after 
a year’s absence with 12 starters, but lacks linemen. ... 
Canutillo, the only high school west of the Rio Grande 
River, is coming off an impressive 8-1-1 effort and the 
Eagles return 11 starters, 

What they're saying: “Coronado and Irvin seem 
to be the class of 1992, excellent athletes return; 
Coronado won the J.V. and freshman (titles),” Sepkowite 
said, 


DISTRICT 2 

Projected finish: 1. El Paso Eastwood; 2. El Paso 
E] Paso Hanks; 5, El Paso 
I Paso Riverside; 8. El 


Paso Montwood. 

‘Top offensive players: QB Eddie Zamora, 
Riverside, 5-6, 145 (580 yards passing); QB Jerry 
Martinez, Del Valle, 6-2, 205 (2nd A-D); C Albert 
11, 190; C Ben Soto, Eastwood, 6-1, 


Adrian O'Hara, Hanks, 6-0, 

wandez, Ysleta, 5-11, 195 (2nd T Victor Garcia, 
Riverside, 5-7, 215; T Mike Legan, Hanks, 6-4, 280; T 
Javier Avalos, Del Valle, 6-4, 280 (2nd A-D); T Joe 
Estrada, Hanks, 5-11, 240; T Ronald Young, Eastwood, 6- 
3, 230 (A-D); FB se Fierro, Ysleta, ane HB 


), 225; 


sive players: E Jacob Luevano, Ysleta, 
5-10, 190; E Gabe Vasquez, Hanks, 5-10, 190; E Ramiro: 
Corona, Ysleta, 5-10, 190 (A-D); E Roger Maldonado, 
Eastwood, 6-0, 200 (2nd A-D); L Sammy Macias, Del 
Valle, 5-10, 225; T Lorenzo Soto, Ysleta, 5-10, 190; T Joe 
Moncada, Hanks, 5-8, 180; T Alphonso Martin, Riverside, 
6-4, 285 (A-D); T Amado Reveles, Ysk 9, 195; LB 
Carlos Rubio, Ysleta, 5-8, 175; DB Eddie Avila, Bel Air, 5- 
10, 170; DB Hector Vidalez, Riverside, 5-2, 140; and DB 
Danny Alvarado, Del Valle, 5-9, 160 (2nd A-D). 

‘Two-way standouts: QB-DB Bobby Vasquez, 
Riverside, 5-10, 175; TE-DE Rene Marquez, Bel Air, 6-1, 
210 (2nd A-D on defense); TE-LB Gabriel Luera, 
Riverside, 6-0, 185 (A-D on defense, 120 tackles); QB-S 
Brandon Glenn, Hanks, 6-1, 170 (2nd A-D on defense); 
WR-SS Victor Mendoza, Hanks, 
Sammy Montelongo, Hanks 
Melendez, Rivers ). 

Outlook: Reatat (74), Bel Air (6-4) and 
Socorro (6-4-1) were the playoff teams a year ago and 
figure to be in the first division along with Del Valle. ... 
Ysleta (4-6) should improve with five starters back on 
each side. ... Riverside (3-7) has a whopping 13 starters 
back and Hanks (3-5-1) expects to end its two-year 
‘slump with an outstanding young class, 

What they're saying: “Eastwood is a senior 
bunch; Del Valle has the best talent in the district; Bel 
Air has a new coach; Ysleta has a better offense; Socorro 
is losing numbers; Montwood is new in the district; and 
Riverside (is losing) numbers,” Ysleta coach Bill Parsons 
(150-65) said. 

DISTRICT 3 

Projected finish: 1. Amarillo; 2, Amarillo Palo 
Duro; 3, Lubbock Coronado; 4. Lubbock Monterey; 5. 
Amarillo Tascosa; 6. Lubbock High. 

‘Top offensive players: QB B.D. Ware, Tascosa, 6- 
1, 180; G Pat Prieto, Lubbock, 6-1, 230; G Josh Speltz, 
Tascosa, 6-0, 210; G Fred Lopez, Coronado, 5-10, 170; C 
Jim Cone, Coronado, 5-11, 192; T Scott Reynolds, 
Tascosa, 6-0, 230; T Robert Fernandez, Lubbock, 

150; T Brian Barnett, Coronado, 6-1, 184; T Sterling 
Elza, Amarillo, 6-3, 250 (2nd A-D); RB Kevin McClurg, 
Coronado, 5-10, 166; RB Gilbert Rodriquez, Coronado, 
5-6, 134; RB Ryan Blackburn, Amarillo, 5-9, 170 (706 
yards rushing); RB Shane Ward, Amarillo, 5-8, 190 (688 
yards rushing); TE Bill Hoffpauir, Coronado, 5-10, 166; 
SE Alvin Milton, Coronado, 6-3, 187 (38 catches-740 
yards, A-D); and WR Shane Langston, Monterey, 5-11, 
150. 


‘Top defensive players: E Clay Stapp, Amarillo, 6- 
4,210; E Jon Belcher Amarillo,6-0,200, T Donny Wynn, 
‘Tascosa, 5-11, 195; T Brian Maloney, Coronado, 6-0, 248 
(A-D);T Danny Pitts, Lubbock, 6-1, 250; LB Chad 
Sullivan, Tascosa, 5-11, 180; Amarillo, 6-0, 200; LB 
Nathan Young, Coronado, 6-0, 166; LB Jeremy Young, 
Coronado, 6-2, 200; § Brian Chilton, Coronado, 5-10, 
148; DB Cale Hawley, Amarillo, 5-9, 170; DB Ross 
Shadbolt, Amarillo, 5-8, 170; DB Chris McCormick, 


Amarillo, 5-7, 165; and DB Deeter Prater, Palo Duro, 5- 


10, 185 (A-D). 

‘Two-way standouts: SE-DB Stephen Scott, 
‘Tascosa, 6-1, 160; C- Leinen, Tascosa, 6-4, 250 
(2nd A-D on offense); RB-LB Lester Lawrence, Lubbock, 


6-0, 185 (2nd A-D); RB-DB Dana Hopkins, Lubbock, 6-1, 
185; and OG-NG Brandon Slay, Tascosa, 5-8, 185 (A-D on 
offense). 

Outlook: Tascosa (5-6), Coronado (6-4) andl Palo 
Duro (4-7) went to the playoff from this balanced dis- 
trict. Tascosa led Odessa Permian 9-7 in the fourth quar- 
ter, before losing 22-9, .. Amarillo (4-6) should rebound 
with eight starters back for Coach Larry Dippel (150-80- 
7)and is the team to beat... Palo Duro, Coronado and 
Lubbock Monterey (8-2), which lost ts last two games, 
ill battle for playoff berths... Tascosa returns 10 
starters with a heavy accent on linemen. ... Things can 
only improve at Lubbock, which is 1-17 over the lst two 
years... Coronado returns 11 starters. 

DISTRICT 4 

Projected finish: 1. Odessa Permian; 2, Midland 
Lee; 3. San Angelo Central; 4. Abilene Cooper; 5. Odessa; 
6, Midland; 7. Abilene. 
Top offensive ee QB Erik Hartman, 
B Courtney Turner, Lee, 
Gel 165; Greg Hayes, Central 5-1, 195; Benaise 
Blake, Midland; G Jason Box, Central, 5-11, 196; G Jay 
Pugh, Cooper, 63, 225; G Brandon Waters, Central, 6-2, 
215; G Brian Booker, Midland, 6-5, 260; 7 Michael 
Patterson, Cooper, 6-1, 220; T Steven Johnson, Midland; 
T Tony Tate, Cooper, 5-10, 210; T Mike McCoy, Cooper, 6- 
1, 220; T Jonathan Lacy, Central, 6-1, 215; T Billy 
Merritt, Midland; G Rateek Haseeb, Lee, 5-10, 220; RB 
Matt Lockey, Permian, 5-10, 180; RB Mike Rose, Cooper, 
6.0, 180; RB John Williams, Permian, 5-10, 180: RB 
Sherman Dedrick, Lee, 5-10, 170; TB Ry 
6.5, 215; WR Jason Graham, Cooper, 5-10, 150; WB 
Kendrick Parrett, Permian, 5-10, 150; WR Ryan King, 
Central, 5-10, 170; WR Gerrod Bergen, Permian, 5-5, 
140; WR Byron Bode, Central, 5-10, i 
Freddie Stricklin, Midland. 

Top defen 


Tom Outlaw, Midland; 
E Tony Olivas, Lee, 6-0, 180; E Sam Brooks, Permian, 6- 
(0,206 (eight sacks, All-State, District MVP); T Michael 
Baker, Central, 64, 215; 7 Bernard Oldham, Lee, 6-0, 
200; Billy Tagle, Midland; T John Smith, Central, 6-4, 
in Fulsom, Midland; LB Fred Brown, 

6-0, 175; LB Rod Strambler, Lee, 5-9, 175; LB 
Jason Holton, Central 5-10, 180; LB Michael Comer, 
Permian, 5-11, 202 (70 tackles, 2nd All-State); LB Scott 
Cherry, Permian, 6-1, 190; LB Michael Brandon, Odessa, 
5-10, 165; DB Ben Montgomery, Central, 6-1, 180; DB 
Nathan Lambert, Lee, 5-8, 160; DB Mike Atnipp, 
Midland; DB Corey Emerson, Midland; DB Rondrick 
Bowman, Central, 5-10, 165; and DB Hubert Collins, 
Permian, 5-11, 175. 

‘Two-way standouts: OG-LB Phillip Warlick, 
Midland; TE-DE Kris Lundberg, Midland; OG-DE Josh 
Martinez, Cooper, 5-9, 200; RB-DB Brett McDonald, 
Cooper, 5-11, 180 (six interceptions); WR-DB Jeff Moore, 
Cooper, 5-11, 165; RB-LB Jon Anderson, Cooper, 6-0, 
180; and OG-LB Eric Gibson, Cooper, 6-0, 190. 

Outlook: Look to the West. That's where the 
power is. The fifth-place finisher could argue that it be- 
Jongs in the tate’ Top 10. Permian (16-0), Lee (12-2) 
and Central (10-3-1) remain the Big Three, but they bet- 
ter not look behind. Randy Allen has turned things 
around at Cooper (4-6), his alma mater, and veteran 
coach Carlous Stone expects to do the same at Abilene 
(1-9), Odessa (6-4) has been strong recently, but returns 
only two starters... Permian beat Lee twice last year, the 
second time in the quarterfinals en route to the Division 
I title, Central lost in the Division I finals. Expect the 
same from tradition-laden 4-5 this year 

DISTRICT 5 

Projected finish: 1. Mansfeld; 2. Weatherford; 3. 
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Keller; 4. Cleburne; 5. Burleson; 6. Crowley. 

‘Top offensive players: QB Chris Herrington, 
Cleburne, 6-2, 185; QB Jeff Martinez, Burleson, 6-0, 170 
(1,400 yards passing); OT Billy Reed, Keller, 6-5, 285 
(2nd A-D); T Jesse Patterson, Weatherford, 6-2, 270; T 
Mike Insall, Burleson, 5-11, 230; RB Josh Brannon, 
Burleson, 5-10, 180; RB Johnny Wallace, Mansfield, 5- 
10, 170; RB Troy Masters, Burleson, 5-9, 170; WR Larry 
Scott, Cleburne, 5-9, 155; WR Chris Wade, Mansfield, 6- 
5, 230; and WR Kevin Cassidy, Burleson, 5-7, 130, 

Top defensive players: E Ryheta Edwards, Keller, 
6-2, 215 (2nd A-D); E Travis Downs, Burleson, 5-11, 160 
(2nd A-D); T Jim Bob Forman, Burleson, 5-11, 215; T 
‘Matt Tomlin, Burleson, 6-1, 205; LB Jeff Kramer, 
Weatherford, 6-2, 192; LB Juston Hudson, Weatherford, 
6-1, 196; LB Justin Ray, Cleburne, 6-0, 205; LB Matt 
Downs, Burleson, 6-0, 205 (2nd A-D); LB Mike Harris, 
Burleson, 5-8, 150; CB Brad Walls, Burleson, 5-11, 150; 
CB Chris Childers, Burleson, 5-11, 160; and S. Chris 
Miller, Burleson, 5-10, 160, 

‘Two-way standouts: WR-SS Don Moody, 
Mansfield, 5-10, 170; OT-DT Mark Vasquez, Mansfield, 6- 
0, 180; OG-DE Jake Southern, Mansfield, 5-11, 180; and 
‘TE-DE Jason Evans, Mansfield, 6-4, 205. 

Outlook: These six schools are grateful for re- 
alignment, which formed a district that doesn’t have a 
returning playoff team. Crowley (3-7), just up from 3A, 
is probably the only team counted out of the playoff 
chase, ... Weatherford (6-3-1) just missed last year and is 
the lone school with a winning record last year. Coach 
David Bourquin (98-54-5) has only three starters back, 
but has plenty of team quickness, ... Cleburne (2-8) has 
struggled since moving up, but welcomes Coach Jerry 
Stewart, who led Clear Lake to back-to-back playoff 
berths, ... Mansfield (2-8) is the team everyone likes, be- 
cause of 11 starters returning. ... Burleson (3-7) returns 
13 starters. 

What they’re saying: “Mansfield has some key 
returning players and has a lot of speed; Weatherford 
could win since we have five non-district games to get 
ready; (and) Cleburne has some good young players,” 
Bourquin said, 

DISTRICT 6 

Projected fini 


Lewisville Marcus; 2. 
Wichita Falls Rider; 


Top offensive players: QB Jason Franz, Marcus, 

6-1 190 (110 of 209, 1,797 yards, 2nd A-D); QB Greg 
63, 240 (700 yards passing); QB 

Jason Mills, Denton, 6-3, 180 (429 yards passing); C 
Ryan Fiebiger, Marcus, 6-4, 240 (A-D); C Beau Blevins, 
Shermar (0, 215 (2nd A-D); C Andy McDonald, 
0, 190; G Max Munn, Sherman, 6-3, 230; G 
Jerald Cooksey, Marcus, 6-1, 245 (2nd A-D); G Matt Yost, 
isville, 6-1, 200 2nd A-D); G Mike Garnsey, 


pevine, 6-0, 225; G Craig Nance, Denton, 5-9, 170; T 
Ryan Hughes, Marcus, 6-2, 225; T Chad Rows, Marcus, 6- 
0,7 ehnnyGrson, Denton, 63,2407 son 

eisville, 5-11, 220; Jesus Ambriz, 
Lewis, 511,230; Aaron Taylor Rider, 6-1, 260 
(nd A-D);T Laron Dickerson, Allen, 6-3, 270 nd A-D); 
FB Tim Wall, Grapevine, 6-0, 220; RB Jeff Boyd, Marcus, 
5-11, 185 (2nd A-D); TB Jerry Jordan, Sherman, 5-10, 
170 (1,350 yards rushing, A-D); RB Calvin Garrett, Allen, 
5-10, 205 (unanimous A-D); FB Marcus Sanders, 
Denton, 6-0, 205 (1,001 yards rushing, 14 TDs, 2nd A- 
D); WB Darren Lovuorn, Grapevine, 5-10, 180; SE J.P. 
Burnett, Grapevine, 5-7, 150: SE Cody Shelton, Denton, 
5-10, 160; TE Matt Burns, Denton, 5-10, 175;and TE 
Brett Carter, Rider, 6-0, 215 (A-D).. 

Top defensive players: E Michael Smith, 
Denton, 5-9, 185; E Jeremy Forsberg, Grapevine, 6-0, 
220; E Mike Powell, Sherman, 6-0, 175; E Brandon 
Hagey, Marcus, 6-2, 200 (2nd A-D); T Brandon Walters, 
Colony, 6-3, 250 2nd A-D); T Mike Barnett, Marcus, 6-0, 
210; T PJ. Shields, Lewisville, 5-11, 225 (2nd AD); T 


David Buescher, Marcus, 5-11, 185; LB Greg Baker, 
Lewisville, 6-0, 180; LB Travis Loughmiller, Marcus, 6-1, 
210 (Sophomore-of-the-Year); CB Lamar Allen, Denton, 
6-0, 180; CB Jon Thompson, Marcus, 5-9, 165; DB 
Rodney Wiggins, Marcus, 5-11, 180 (2nd A-D); CB Rust 
Buschow, Lewisville, 5-11, 185; DB Cedric Redwine, 
Allen, 5-10, 170 (2nd A- D); DB Mike Neely, Denton, 5-8, 
160; CB Grant Biggs, Grapevine, 5-7, 160; DB Brian Teel, 
Grapevine, 6-1, 200; CB Jeff Cress, Sherman, 5-7, 145; 
and DB Voderick Thomas, Colony, 5-5, 150 (2nd A-D). 

‘Two-way standouts: RB-DB Metrick McHenery, 
Lewisville, 6-0, 180 (2nd A-D on offense);and DB Chris 
Govan, Denton, 5-6, 140. 

Outlook: A brutal district with seven of the 
eight teams finishing at .500 or better last year led by 
Sherman (10-3), Lewisville (7-5) and Rider (7-4). 
‘Sherman has won four straight titles for John Outlaw 
(112-26-3), but lost 18 starters and Lewisville has only 
eight starters back. The Colony (7-3) and Allen (3-6-1) 
move up from 4A and will be hard pressed to oust the 
traditional powers. 

What they're saying: “Sherman still has the best 
athletes,” Marcus coach Que Brittain said. 

DISTRICT 7 

Projected finish: 1. Fort Worth Dunbar; 2. Fort 
Worth Western Hills; 3. Fort Worth 0D. Wyatt; 4. Port 
Worth Southwest; 5. Fort Worth Trimble Tech; 6. Fort 
Worth Paschal, 

‘Top offensive players: QB Donnie Rodgers, 
Wyatt, 5-9, 160 (730 yards passing, 520 yards rushing); 
G Jeffrey Simon, Wyatt, 6-0, 230; G Clint Kosenek, 
Western Hills, 62, 240 (A-D); G Ben Youngblood, 
Western Hills, 6-0, 260; T Reginald Thompson II 
6-0, 270; T Eugene Miles, Wyatt, 6-4, 275; FB Domit 
Randles, Wyatt, 5-10, 185; RB Ron Hawkins, Western 
Hills, 6-0, 170; RB Derrick Cherry, Dunbar, 6-0, 180 (A- 
D); TE Sygerry Cook, Wyatt, 6-3, 185; FL Dale Venerable, 
Wyatt, 6-0, 170; and WR Brian Dills, Western Hills, 6-0, 
170. 


Top defensive players: E Henry Thomas, 
Western Hills, 6-3, 245 (A-D); E Bruce Thompson, 
att, 6-5, 305 (A-D); E Curtis Mickey, Western Hills, 6- 
5, 240 (A-D); T Darren Lewis, Wyatt, 5-9, 245; T Hank 
Harris, Western Hills, 6-0, 260; LB Barry Handy, Wyatt, 
6-1, 235; LB McKinley McBride, Wyatt, 6-1, 210; LB 
Gerrod Coleman, Wyatt, 6-1, 195 (A-D); NG James 
Moore, Western Hills, 6-1, 220; LB Edward Allen, 
Dunbar, 5-11, 185 (A-D); FS Glen Haywood, Wyatt, 6-1, 
190 (75 tackles); CB Andre Crosby, Western Hills, 5-11, 
170; CB Carlos Walker, Wyatt, 5-10, 190; and SS 
Roderick Manuel, Western Hills, 6-5, 210 (A-D). 
‘Two-way standouts: RB-LB Allen Wallace, 
Southwest, 6-1, 193 (474 yards rushing, 83 tackles, A-D 
on defense); RB-FS John Sharp, Southwest, 5-9, 165 
(433 yards rushing, 21 catches-263 yards, 2nd A-D on 
defense); C-DT Albert Armstead, Southwest, 6-2, 245; 
OT-DT Gerald Bell, Southwest, 6-3, 300; OT-DT Justin 
Pacatte, Southwest, ; LB-RB Sheldon Young, 
Jason Skarda, 


Outlook: Not much changed with realignment, 
just Eastern Hills (2-7) dropping down. ... Dunbar (8-3), 
Western Hills (6-5) and Wyatt (4-6) represented the dis- 
trict in the playofis, but they didn’t win a gam 
Western Hills returns 35 lettermen and 10 starters and 
with an 80-player varsity roster will challenge Dunbar... 
‘Southwest (2-7) returns 13 starters and expects to make 
the playoffs. ... Wyatt (4-6) is another team loaded with 
experience, armed with 15 starters and 35 lettermen. ... 
‘Trimble Tech, the class of the district for years, has won 
only one game in two years. 

What they’re saying: “Dunbar has at least 14 
starters returning with excellent depth; Western Hills 
will give them a run for the district, because of the num- 
ber of quality athletes they have in their program,” 
Wyatt coach Willie Criss (55-35-1) said. 
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DISTRICT 8 

Projected finish; 1. L.D. Bell; 2. South Grand 
Prairie; 3. Euless Trinity; 4. Fort Worth Haltom; 5. 
Grand Prairie; 6. Richlat 

Top offensive players: QB Zach Hughes, S. 
Grand Prairie, 6-1, 190 (53 of 107, 982 yards, 10 TDs, 
2nd A-D); C Jim Anguiano, S. Grand Prairie, 6-3, 230; G 
Jefi Davis, S. Grand Prairie, 6-0, 225; T Robert Vasquez, 
S. Grand Prairie, 6-3, 275 (110 tackles); T Brett Dillion, 
S. Grand Prairie, 6-3, 230; T Dustin Day, Haltom, 6- 
280 (A-D); WR Ameen Koshnoodi, S. Grand Prairie, 5 
11, 165 (12 catches-220 yard); WR Anthony Bookman, S. 
Grand Prairie, 5-7, 165 (12 catches-222 yards, 6 TDs, 
Sophomore-of-the-Year); TE Lee Johnson, Grand 
pcs 6-1, 230; and TE Ben Cooper, Grand Prairie, 6-1, 

120. 


Top defensive players: E Senal Leoti, Trinity, 5- 
8, 190 (A-D};E Lino Attovelo, Trinity, 6-0, 190 (AD); 
Travis Vin Zant, Richland, 6-4, 250 (A-D);T Mike Lugo, 
S. Grand Prairie, 6-0, 200; LB Louie Kiggans, Grand 
Prairie, 6-1, 200; LB Sean McFarland, Richland, 6-0, 210 
1B Mike Dye, Grand Prairie, 5-11, 165; DB 
Grand Prairie, 5-8, 145; SS Corey Masters, 
S, Grand Prarie, 5-10, 180 (118 tackles, A-D); CB Yuk 
Gonzales, S. Grand Prairie, 5-7, 140; DB Joe Cobb, 
Grand Prairie, 5-7, 140; S Chad Pittman, Haltom, 6-1, 
180 (A )B Jeremiah Johnson, Haltom, 5-10, 160; 
and DB Eric Vance, Bell, 6-2, 195 (A-D). 

Outlook: A wide-open race with only perennial 
power L.D, Bell (10-1) making the playoffs last year in 
this reshuffled district. The Blue Raiders lost in the frst 
round, but Tim Edwards (158-77-5) still has the team to 
beat... Buless Trinity (4-6) didn’t give retiring John 
Reddell a good sendof, but expect to give a warm wel- 
come to former El Campo coach Ed Hickman, .. South 
Grand Prarie (3-7) and Grand Prairie (4-6) also expect 
to rebound and fight Haltom (6-3-1) for playof berths, .. 
S. Grand Prairie has 14 starters back for Coach David 
Thompson (108-50-2) and could make a big jump, 

ION I 


DISTRICT 9 

Projected finish 1. Arlington Lamar 2, 
Arlington High; 3, Arlington Sam Houston; 4. Irving 
MacArthur, 5. Irving High; 6. Arlington Martin; 7, Irving 
Nimitz; 8. Arlington Bowie. 

‘Top offensive players: QB Jarod Johnson, Bowie, 
5-10, 160; G James Griffith, Bowie, 6-1, 210; G Reggi 
Ramsey, Sam Houston, 63, 210 (A-D);T Jason 
Niedhalski, Bowie, 6-0, 220; 7 Pete Bayles, Arlington, 6- 
(0, 265 (2nd A-D); RB Stacy Stull, Irving, 5-9, 155 (A 
and TE Steve Bradley, Sam Houston 6-3, 210 2nd A-D), 

‘Top defensive players: E Shane Hall, MacArthur, 
6-0, 205 (A-D); E Damon Bell, Bowie, 6-0, 160; E Paul 
Hedgpeth, Arlington, 5-11, 185 (2nd A-D); NG Chris 
Thomas, Bowie, 6-0, 200;'T Dee Pippins, Lamar, 6-0, 260 
{A-D); LB Jason Phipps, Bowie, 5-10, 175; LB Jay 
Davern, Arlington, 6-1, 195 (A-D); LB Wade Smith, Sam 
Houston, 6-2, 200 (A-D); LB Bric Starks, Lamar, 5-11, 
180 (District's Defensive Player-of-the-Year); DB Nathan. 
Brigman, Sam Houston, 5-10, 180 (A-D); DB Shino 
Prater, Sam Houston, 5-10, 175 (2nd A-D); DB Chillie 
Davis, Lamar, 5-9, 160 (A-D); DB Kerry Cooks, Nimitz,6- 
0, 170, (A-D); and DB Matt Smith, Lamar, 5-11, 170 (2nd 


AD). 
Outlook: A tougher district, a tougher region, 
Arlington Lamar (12-1), Sam Houston (8-4) and 
Arlington (8-3) made the playoffs from 8-5A last year 
and MacArthur (6-6) and Nimitz (5-4-2) from 6-54, with 
Nimitz the lone team losing inthe first round, It might 
be good that these teams are away from West Texas, but 
Region Ils stronger from top-to-bottom... Martin (5- 
5), ving (2-7-1) and first-year school Bowie will find it 
though with ths talented company... Martin does have 
place-kicker Ryan Hicks, who had seven field goals last 
year... Nimitz returns 12 starters and could be a sleeper. 
What they're saying: “Irving and MacArthur re- 
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turmall their people, should be good; Lamar, Sam 
Houston and Arlington have all made the playofs for the 
past two years in another district,” Nimitz coach Mike 
Fada (113-69-8) said, 
DISTRICT 10 
Projected finish: 1, Dallas Carter; 2. Dallas 
Kimball; 3, Dallas Spruce; 4. South Oak Clif 
Adams; 6, Dallas Skyline; 7. Dallas Sunset; 
Dallas. 
‘Top offensive players: QB Dominic Norman, 
Spruce, 5-11, 165 (472 yards passing); C Phillip Wright, 
Spruce, 6-2, 240 (A-D); C Kendyl Jacox, Carter, 6-2, 250; 
Damien Bethell, Carer, 6-3, 240; T Kevin Carter, 
Kimball, 64, 250; T LaKeith William, Kimball, 63, 245; 
‘T Chris Nixon, North Dallas, 6-4, 230 (A-D); GA. 
Williams, Spruce, 6-2, 240; RB Tim Cannon, North 
Dallas, 5-9, 185 (A-D); RB Delon Washington, Kimball, 
5-10, 180 (A-D); RB Derrick Jackson, Kimball, 5-10, 180; 
RB Darrell Wilson, Carter, 5-10, 180 (A-D); WB Darrell 
Berry, Spruce, 5-7, 155 (14 catches-291 yards); FB Byron 
Lane, Spruce, 5-11, 175 (393 yards rushing); TB Andre 
Richardson, Carter, 5-8, 170; WR Milton Fazier, Kimball, 
5-10, 175; SE Courtney Epps, Carter, 6-1, 190; and WR 
Cedric Jackson, Adams, 6-1, 185 (A-D). 
‘Top defensive players: T William Carr, Carter, 6- 
);T Brandon Ashley, Carter, 6-4, 255; T Javier 
Clayton, Spruce, 6-3, 280 (22 tackles); NG La John 
Griffin, Kimball, 5-10, 175 (A-D); LB Ladann ‘Thomas, 
Spurce, 6-0, 165 (64 tackles, A-D); LB Allen Wilbon, 
Kimball 6-2, 210 (156 tackles, 2nd All-State); CB 
Wendell Hayes, Spruce, 6-0, 195 (50 tackles); FS Chris 
Freeman, Spruce, 6:2, 180 (47 tackles); and CB Tomel 
Hurd, Kimball, 62, 185 (A-D), 
‘Two-way standouts; WB-CB Heshimu Boyd, 
Spruce, 6-1, 175 and OT-DT Fred Johnson, Spruce, 6-3, 
20, 


Outlook: Carter (12-2) relinquished its hold on 
the title to Kimball (10-1), but for the second straight 
year, the Knights lost in the first round, this time a 
tough 7-6 verdict to Plano. The Cowboys of Carter could. 
ffive Coach Freddie James (104-17-3) another league 
championship if they get past Kimball, which returns 14 
starters, Carter allowed only 74.4 yards last year and 
Kimball 107.3 to rank No. 1 and No. 3 in the Metroplex, 

fhe third playoff spot could go to Spruce (5-5), which. 
i 13 starters back along with kicking specialist Robbie 
Farmer, or South Oak Cliff, which made the 4A playoffs 
last year, .. Adams (4-6), Skyline (2-8), Sunset (2-8) and 
North Dallas (0-10) will find the first division tough to 
crack, 

DISTRICT 11 

Projected finish: 1, Richardson; 2, Plano; 3. 
Lake Highlands; 4. Plano East; 5, Newman Smith; 
Richardson Berkner; 7. Richardson Pearce; 8. Carrollton 
‘Turner. 

‘Top offensive players: QB Ryan Smith, Lake 
Highlands, 6-1, 185 (60 percent completion rate, 400 
yards rushing); L Philip Dawson, Lake Highlands, 5-11, 
200; L Sparky Smith, Lake Highlands, 6-1, 235; T Todd 
Frohbieter, Berkner, 6-4, 250; T J.B, Tanner, Plano, 6-3, 
195; T Matt Wolfe, Pearce, 6-( Kevin Burson, 
Berkner, 6-1, 245; C David Walker, Richardson, 6-2, 220; 
C Jacob Favre, Pearce, 6-0, 210; C Daniel Goldberg, 
Berkner, 6-0, 200; G Matt Russell, Berkner, 5-10, 180; RB 
Chris Abron, Richardson, 5-10, 160 (1,624 yards rush- 
ing, A-D); HB Ryan Burton, Berkner, 6-0, 180; TB Duane 
Lawson, Berkner, 6-0, 205 (2nd A-D); RB Kenny Wyrick, 
PESH, 5-6, 165 (A-D); FB Trey Meador, Pearce, 5-9, 170; 
li 170; FB Roddrick 
0, 190 (675 yards rush- 
ing); TE Will Hoyser, Richardson, 6-2, 178; TE Danny 
Fletcher, Plano, 6-3, 210; TE Matt Austin, Lake 
Highlands, 6-0, 185; and TE Matt Shane, Berkner, 6-3, 
215 (A-D), 

Top defensive players: E Greg Grimm, 
Richardson, 6-0, 190; E Greg Ward, Lake Highlands, 6-0, 


185; E Gerard Johnson, Pearce, 5-11, 195; E Dan 
Crawford, Plano, 6-1, 180; T David Carmona, 
Richardson, 6-2, 250; NG Chris Passaro, Lake Highlands, 
5-10, 250; NG Kevin Killingsworth, Richardson, 6-0, 
200; LB Pat Wilt, Pearce, 6-3, 185; LB Mark Nieman, 
Lake Highlands, 5-11, 177; LB Chuck Thompson, Lake 
Highlands, 5-10, 222; LB Roy Taylor, Pearce, 6-0, 210; 
LB Kyle Richardson, Berkner, 6-2, 215 (96 tackles, 
Sophomore-of-the-Year); LB Jason McDonald, Berkner, 
5-10, 195; LB Theo Lloyd, Richardson, 5-11, 185 (A-D); 
LB Jeff Follett, Richardson, 6-0, 220; LB Adam McNeely, 
Plano, 5-8, 175; DB Corey McLane, Lake Highlands, 6-2, 
190 (A-D, five interceptions); DB Aundra Thompson, 
Berkner, 6-0, 175 (2nd A-D); S John Carruth, Pearce, 6- 
0, 185; S Brandon Castel, Pearce, 5-11, 170; and S Scott 
Giese, Plano, 5-10, 154. 

‘Two-way standouts: FB-LB Cecil Perry, 
Richardson, 5-11, 225 and SE-DB Mike Breckenridge, 
Richardson, 6-2, 180. 

Outlook: The Eagles of Richardson (11-2) 
reached the playoffs last year after a five-year absence 
and gave Waco (31-28) a battle in regionals Coach 
Winston Duke (103-69-4) has 12 starters back and the 
Eagles rate the favorite over the Plano Wildcats (10-2) 
and the Lake Highlands Wildcats (7-4). Plano has a new 
coach in former assistant Gerald Brence, but the system 
is intact. Lake Highlands has 10 starters and could re- 
gain its title with a little luck. The Wildcats have a great 
‘weapon in place-kicker Dawson, who hit nine of 10 field 
oals, the longest from 52 yards... Plano East (5-5) 
can't be overlooked, nor Newman Smith (4-6) and 
Berkner (2-7-1), which returns 1] starters. ... Pearce has 
won only one game in two years, but Coach Mike 
Jenkins thinks the Mustangs will be a factor. 

What they’re saying: “Richardson has the most 
talent top-to-bottom, with one of the top five running 
backs in the state in Chris Abron; Plano has the num- 
bers and tradition, and with the new coach, will not miss 
‘a beat; PESH, Newman and Lake Highlands will fight it 
‘out for the third playoff spot,” Lake Highlands coach 
Mike Zoffuto (112-52) said. 

DISTRICT 12 

Projected finish: 1. South Garland; 2. Lakeview 
ial; 3, Mesquite; 4. De Soto; 5. North Garland; 6. 
Duncanville; 8, Garland. 
ive players: QB Ronnie McAda, 
Mesquite, 62, 175 (1,487 yards passing); QB Scott 
Glenn, N. Mesquite, 6-1, 186; C Greg Gill, N. Mesquite, 
6-2, 225; L Brook Blakey, Mesquite, 6-1, 203; L Matt 
Dixon, Mesquite, 6-1, 205; L Grant Hunter, Mesquite, 5- 

Karl Hermes, Lakeview, 6-0, 230; RB Bobby 
7, (21 B Stacy Mitchell, 
De Soto, 5-7, 140 (Sophomore-of-the-Year); RB Brian 
Hadnot, Garland, 5-10, 175; RB Ty Dorsey, Lakeview, 5-8, 
160; RB Elliot Banks, Lakeview, 6-2, 180; RB George 
ite, 6-0, 


Mesquite, 5-11, 208; RB Leon Clark, S. Garland, 5-10, 
185 (1,651 yards rushing, unanimous A-D); FB Brandon 
Tarver, N. Mesquite, 5-8, 188 (1,467 yards rushing, 2nd 
AD); WB Phil Leone, N. Mesquite, 5-8, 165; WR Keith 
Knoerr, Mesquite, 6-1, 185 (47 catches-847 yards, A-D); 
SE Matt Sanders, N. Mesquite, 6-2, 170; WR Rusty Cook, 
Lakeview, 6-2, 190; WR Albert Fernandez, Garland, 5-8, 
155; and TE Kevin Samples, N. Mesquite, 6-2, 195. 

Top defensive players: E Zack Rogers, S. 
Garland, 6-1, 210; E Rusty Foster, Garland, 6-2, 195; L 
Ricky Dean, Mesquite, 5-10, 233; NG Chris Reavis, 
Mesquite, 5-10, 210; T Chris Orr, N. Mesquite, 6-1, 225; 
T Kemper Smethie, N. Mesquite, 6-2, 235; T Jeff 
Middleton, Garland, 5-10, 200; L Daemon Cummings, S. 
Garland, 6-0, 225; L Reggie Davis, Duncanville, 6-2, 215 
(A-D); LB Mike Speaker, Mesquite, 5-11, 193 (127 tack- 
les, 2nd A-D); LB Mark Diaz, N. Mesquite, 6-2, 205; LB 
Dennis Holmes, N. Mesquite, 6-2, 190; LB Pete Valdez, 
Garland, 5-10, 165 (2nd A-D); LB Jason Eckols, 
Mesquite, 6-0, 202; LB Bobby McGewsey, S. Garland, 6- 


0, 222; LB Blake Davis, S. Garland, 5-8, 180; LB Chris 
Sweet, Duncanville, 5-10, 180 (Sophomore-of-the-Year); 
DB Jon Green, Mesquite, 5-11, 175; DB Keke Jackson, 
Mesquite, 5-9, 160; CB Carl Goes Garland, 5-9, 155; S 
Shawn Stanley, Lakeview, 6-2, 210 (A i 
Castillo, Lakeview, 5-9, 17: . 
Garland, 6-0, 190; CB Daryl Kuykendall, S, Garland, 6-0, 
195; FS Michael Ferguson, S. Garland, 5-10, 185; CB Joe 
Leslie, Garland, 5-10, 165; SS David Olsen, N. Mesquite, 
6-0, 185; and DB Michael Benjamin, De Soto, 6-0, 185 
(unanimous A-D). 

‘Two-way standouts: WR-DB Ed Cardona, 
Mesquite, 5-10, 175 (2nd A-D on defense) and TB-CB 
Jesse Hernandez, N. Mesquite, 5-9, 165 (A-D on defense). 

Outlook: This district didn't distinguish itself in 
the playoffs, losing by wide margins, but that trend 
could change. South Garland (9-2) averaged 424.7 yards 
per game, but lost 10 starters, The Colonels do have 
seven defensive starters back and should gain the play- 
offs for a third straight year, ... Lakeview (8-3) will be 
just the opposite for Coach Tommy Watkins (264-100-7), 
‘who expects his team to be good offensively, but green 
on defense. ... Mesquite (6-4) is a team on the rise with 
4 starters and 27 lettermen back. Kicker Jeff McCord 
also hit eight field goals, three from more than 50 yards. 
«» Garland (1-9) didn't win a district game, but has seven. 
starters back, .. North Mesquite (3-7) was winless two 
years ago and could make the playoffs this time with 14 
starters and 38 lettermen returning. 

What they're saying: “South Garland and 
Lakeview have good skill people and size to match; a def- 
inite speed factor; Nos. 3-8 are in a definite dogfight,” N. 
Mesquite coach Mark Elam (59-39-4) said, ... “South 
Garland has great athletes and great numbers; Lakeview 
has the best talent in the district; De Soto has great skill 
athletes; (and) Mesquite has 14 starters back from a 4-3 
district record,” Mesquite coach Mickey DeLamar said. 

DISTRICT 13 

Projected finish: 1. Temple; 2. Waco; 3, Killeen; 
4, Ellison; 5. Bryan; 6. Copperas Cove. 

Top offensive players: QB Adrian Woodson, 
Temple, 5-10, 170 (105 of 222 for 1,768 yards, 497 yard 
rushing, 2nd A-D); QB Donald Sellers, Ellison, 6-1, 175 
(1,900 yards); C James Koonsman, Waco, 10 (A-D); 
G Will Capps, Waco, 5-10, 230; T Mark B ample, 5= 
11, 232 (A-D); T Russell Dolgener, Temple, 6-6, 298 (2nd 
A-D); T Kary Turner, Waco, 5-11, 280; T Ruben Parkin, 
Waco, 6-4, 260 (A-D); T Henry McClendon, Ellison, 6-4, 
260; T Martin MeCoy, Cove, 6-4, 255; 7 Frank Vasqu 
Bryan, 5-11, 260; G Mike Lowrance, Temple, 6-0, 
‘Toby Ellsworth, Cove, 6-3, 215; G Robbie Swalve, 
Ellison, 6-2, 220; RB Justin Brown, Cove, 6-0, 175; RB 
Robert Simpson, Bryan, 5-9, 170 (1,151 yards rushing, 9 
‘TDs, 2nd A-D); FB Jeremy Gooch, Bryan, 5-10, 216 (446 
yards rushing); RB Dion Marion, Killeen, 5-11, 185 
(1,227 yards rushing); WR Damion Johnson, Temple, 6- 
1, 165 (27 catches-792 yards, A-D); WR Greg Watson, 
‘Temple, 6-0, 192 (24 catches-397 yards); WR Robert 
Stevens, Waco, 5-11, 185 (24 catches); WR Gerald 
Patterson, Killeen, 6-2, 190 (23 catches-300 yards); WB 
O'Day Reeves, Ellison, 6-0, 180; and TE Keenan Dever, 
Bryan, 6-4, 220. 

‘Top defensive players: L Joel Amos, Temple, 6-1, 
236 (84 tackles); E Kevin Frosch, Bryan, 6-2, 190; B 
Emanuelle Resto, Ellison, 6-1, 220; £ Tim Williford, 
Cove, 6-3, 225; NG Rudy Manriquez, Bryan, 6-0, 255; 7 
Chris Trujillo, Ellison, 6-1, 240; T Mallory Canady, 
Killeen, 6-2, 215 (7.5 sacks); T Armando Hernandez, 
Cove, 5-11, 195; T Edward Reyes, Bryan, 5-11, 270; T 
Glenn Newton, Bryan, 6-2, 220; LB Tracy Bradford, 
Bryan, 5-10, 175; LB Karmen Turner, Waco, 5-11, 225; 
LB Adrian Cook, Ellison, 6-1, 160; LB William Adames, 
Ellison, 6-0, 180; LB Ralph Lamar, Ellison, 6-3, 220; LB 
Pres Thomas, Temple, 6-1, 230 (92 tackles, 2nd A-D); LB 
Austin Ledger, Cove, 5-11, 190; LB Nicky Thompson, 
Cove, 5-7, 150; LB Dana President, Temple, 5-10, 185 (87 
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tackles); DB Greg Steele, Temple, 5-10, 170 (60 ici 
five interceptions, A-D); DB Stanley Brown, C 

160; CB Robbie Duncan, Ellison, 5-8, 150; y 
Wright, Killeen, 5-10, 170; DB Larry Woods, Killeen, 6-0, 
175; and DB Tony Lott, Temple, 5-10, 155 (51 tackles, 2nd 
AD). 


Outlool 


ould a Big Three be back in Central 
‘Texas? Killeen (12-2-1) won the Division state champi- 
onship; Waco (13-1-1) lost to Odessa Permian in the 
Division I semifinals and ‘Temple (9-3-1) reached the re 
gional round. In the 1970s, Temple, Bryan and Killeen 
were annually state ranked... Bryan (2-7-1), by the way, is 
back in Central Texas after a six-year stayin Greater 
Houston, The Vikings have a new coach in former 
Denison winner Marty Criswell (98-43)... Temple is the 
consensus pick for the district and several people's choice 
ns tate, Wildcat Coach Bob MeQueen(210-36-7) has 


t ofthe district 
irters back and 
en four for first-year coach Jerry Bomar, who won the 
A title last year at Groesbeck, Ellison (2-8) has 10 starters 
back to rebound. .., Wa t win will be No, 100 for 


Johnny Tusa ‘ove (1-9) didn't win a district 
dame last year, 

‘What they're saying: “The district has Temple, 
‘Waco High and established teams; Killeen, 


Bryan and Copperas Cove are talented, but sort of mystery 
teams” Bomar (75-333) sai. “Temple and Killen were 
both young last year, but led in All-District select 

Waco alays has talent, we just don't know what their 
names are,” Cove's ini I oe said. 


DISTRICT 


3, Austin Johnst 
Westwood; 7, Austin High, 
‘Top offensive player 
170; C Mike Heath, Pflugervilk 
5-11, 260; G Kevin Tubt as 


in Crockett; 5. Plugerville; 6 


L Joe Pesina, R. Rock, 5: 


Telok 9 153 

Alan Biscomb, R, 

wards, R, Rock, 5:8, 155; WR 

R. Rock, 6-1, 170; and FB Gus Chatman, 

, 180, 

ive standouts: L Brandon Greenberg, R. 

(63 tackles); LB Mark Rodriquez, 

Crockett, 311,200; LB Damon Maldonado, Crocket, 5 

i UB Rober eh RR 210 
R.R 


S R. Rock, 
Williams, R. Rock, 5 
™ 


B-LB Danny Peoples, R, 
ishing in two years, A-D, 48 
B-SS Tommy Keeling, Crockett, 5-10, 180; PL- 
CB Chico Macias, Crockett, 5-11, 150; FB-FS Kelly Allen, 
Crockett, 5-11, 200 (14 receptions-100 yards); and TB-CB 
Mark Reese, Crockett, 5-9, 175 (500 yard rushing). 
Outlook: This should be a wide-open race with 
any of the top six teams having a shot. ... Round Rock (7- 
3) held its own with Temple, Waco and Killeen and now 
figures to be the favorite with 14 starters back... 
Johnston (8-2-1) opened eyes with its 14-14 deadlock with 
Killeen last year in bidistrict and along with Bowie and 
Crockett (7-4) figure to have the best shots. 
DISTRICT 15 
Projected finish: 1.) 
‘Tyler; 4, Longview; 5. Lufkin; 6. Nacogdoches, 
Top offensive players: QB Richard Hall, Marshall, 
5-11, 170; QB Andy Newberry, Lee, 5-10, 170 (120 of 271, 
2,211 yards, 19 TDs, A-D); C Ryan Hynch, Marshall, 5-10, 
180; G Wes Toole, Mars 0, 205; T Antwoin Smith, 
‘ler, 6-0, 250 (A-D); T Jamie Johnson, Marshall, 6-2, 175; 
‘TAdam Demosellis, Marshall, 6-2, 225; L Michael Byrd, 


yler Lee; 2. Marshall; 3. John 
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Lufkin, 6-1, 210; L Dennis Bowie, Tyler, 5-6, 245; T Lee 
Laymonde, Lee, 6-2, 265; 7 John Bolinger, Nacogdoches, 
6-0, 205; T James Scott, Nacogdoches, 6-0, 230; 
Dickens, Lee, 6-2, 200; C Steven Harrison, Lee, 
RB Isaac Bell, Nacogdoches, 5-9, 165 (A-I B Cika 
Champion, John Tyler, 5-11, 175; WR Reginald ae 
Lufkin, 6-2, 190; WR Damari Bryant, Lufkin, 5-10, 164; 
WR Reggie Jones, Marshall, 6-1, 170; WR Cedric Williams, 
Marshall, 6-1, 165 (A-D); WR Pat Harris, Marshall, 5-9, 
150; WR Will Abney, Matshall, 5-11, 155; WR Chris Carter, 
John Tyler, 6-3, 195; FL Destan Keeton, Lee, 5-9, 165; SE 
Fred Coleman, Lee, 6-2, 165 (57 catches-1,20] yards, 11 


‘TDs, A-D); TE Chris Kooner, Nacogdoches, 6-1, 170; TE 
Fred Brooks, Lufki 


2, 207; and TE Markus Warren, 


E Kelvin Brazile, Marshall, 
larshall, 6-1, 205; B Pat 
6-4, 170; E Ambrows bir 


0, 199 90 tackles, 10 sacks); EF 
50 (A-D); T Neal Shaw, 
Nacogdoches, 5-' ah ; 220; T Clifford Thomas, Lufkin, 5-11, 
251 (Sophomore-of-the-Year); T Kevan Crayton, Marshall, 
6-0, 205; 7 Rod Washington, Lee, 5-11, 235 (50 tackles); T 
Seaton Kendrick, Lee, 5-10, 205 (40 tackles); T Trey Ward, 
Marshall, 6-0, 185; T Jamecus Drive, Nacogdoches, 5-11, 
220; NG Marvin Jackson, Marshall, 6-0, 205; LB Koyte 
Smith, Lufkin, 5-11, 190; LB Charles Shepherd, 
Nacogdoches, 6-0, 185; DB Tracy Odom, Lufkin, 5-11, 165; 
DB Kareem Hart, Lufkin, 6-3, 170; LB Freddy Adams, 
Marshall, 6-0, 195; LB Jay Stallworth, Marshall, 6-2, 215; 
LB Cameron Love, Tyler, 5-11, 2 
Lufkin, 6-0, 170; DB Kelvin Spencer, Lufkin, 
Kendrick Biggs, Marshall, 6-0, 155; cB Ray Taylor 
Marshall, 5-10, 15 6 
Ronnie Williams, Tyler, 
Nacogdoches, 5-11, 15 50; and DB ‘Trey Moore, 
Nacogiloches, 5-8, 155, 

‘Two-way standouts: WR-DB Chris Carter, Tyler, 6- 
3, 195 and QB-DB Karl Chatman, Nacogdoches, 6-1, 85 
(A-D on defense). 

Outlook: As you might expect, this district is bal- 
anced, talented and tough, No state championship last 
yeat; but Tyler Lee (8-4-1) dropped a 20-16 count to 
Killeen in the Division I semifinals and the Red Raiders 
‘expect to be back with Coleman and Newberry leading an 
explosive offense. ... Marshall (4-5-1) fell hard from its 
three-year district reign, winning just one league contest, 
but the Mavs return 18 starters. ... John Tyler (7-4-1) won, 
its first playoff game since 1973, when Earl Campbell was 
running the football and with 10 starters back, the Lions 
could improve on that, . Longview (8-4-1) will try to 
avoid the slide it experienced two years ago after the play- 
Lufkin (5-4-1) has a new coach in Jim Slaughter 
-A4), who built a winner at Corpus Christi Carroll, 
greeted with 11 returning starters. .. Nacogdoches 
(4-6) could field its best team in six years, but still not 
‘make the playoffs. 

DISTRICT 16 

Projected finish: 1. Wesfield; 2. Spring: 3. 
Huntsville; 4, McCullough; 5. Conre Klein Forest; 7. 
Klein Oak; 8, Kleit 

Top offensive players: QB Kevin Herbert, Spring 
(1,565 yards passing, 15 TDs); C Paul Wentzler, 
McCullough, 6-0, 225; G James Smith, Klein, 6-0, 235; 6 
Charlie Owens, McCullough, 6-0, 215; G Matt Patterson, 
Huntsville, 230; G Bryon Lloyd Spring, 6-4, 230 (2nd A- 
D);T Kyle Tillman, MeCullough, AD);T 
Jason Rivers, McCullough, 125; T Chris Wallace, 
Spring, 6-2, 275; T Glenn Ivey Spring, 6-4, 250; C Pat 
Krall, Spring, 6-0, 222; HB Donnie Wynn, Klein, 5-10, 
175; RB Kenan Holley, McCullough, 6-0, 170; RB Brett 
Poteet, Klein Oak, 5-10, 180 (2nd A-D); RB Derrick 
Brown, Spring, 5-5 }; FB Kenny Frazier, Klein, 6-0, 
205; SE Charles Bowman, Klein, 6-1, 170; SE Jeff 
Venghaus, Spring, 6-1, 175 (51 catches, A-D); SE Daunte 


Hill, Huntsville, 170 2nd A-D, 36 catches-576 yards); 
QB Darell Henderson, Westfield, 6-0, 175 (A-D);'T 

‘Trey Hyde, Westfield, 6-6, 296 (unanimous A-D); T 

hip, Westfield, 5-8, 155; C David Snow, 

Westfield, 6-5, 308 (A-D); G Ed Pillard, Westfield, 6-2, 198; 

TB Sam Lunsford, KR. 5-9, 150; HB Jeff Lewis, Westfield, 

5-7, 185; WR ea Holbeng, KE 59,172; WR Dwayne 
KE, 6-0, 155 


Nevey, Klein, 6-4, 200, 

‘Top defensive players: E 
210; E Eros Shaw, Westfield, 6: eae Lee, 
Westfield, 6-0, 195 (2nd A-D); E Joe Huxel, McCullough, 
6-0, 215 (68 tackles, 2nd A-D); E Jermey Lloyd, Klein, 5- 
E Luther, Boone, Huntsville, 1 , 
210; T Trevian Sirls, Westfield, 6-2, 2 

9, 220 (32 tackles); Bric 
stfield, \G Len-Nark Duff, 

5-8, 250 (2nd A-D); NG Chris Green, Westfield, 
240; T Matt Pickett, 
10, 235; LB Chris 
Guliam, Spring, 5-9, 215; LB John Carbo, Spring, 5-9, 
160; LB Arthur Terry, McCullough, 6-3, 210 (84 tackles); 
LB Aerick Granville, Huntsville, 165; LB Fred Gordon, KR, 
5-10, 210 (unanimous A-D); DB Mark Roberton, 
McCullough, 5-11, 170 (57 tackles); DB Scott MeGa 
Huntsville; 165; CB Jason Zapp, Klein, 5-8, 160; FS Tracy 
Williams, Klein, 6-0, 185; DB Randy Nipper, Mecullough, 
6-0, 175 (46 tackles); DB David Locks, KR, 5-6, 155; CB 
Sedrick Stevenson, Westfield, 6-2, 200; FS Chris Pool, 
Westfield, 5-10, 175 (2nd A-D); CB John Hooker, Spring, 
5-10, 160; CB David Tabb, Spring, 5-11, 165; and DB 
Jermaine Lewis, KF, 5-10, 17: 

‘Two-way standout: 
10, 160 (25 catches). 

Outlook: Westfield (8-3) is a team on the rise. The 
‘Mustangs of Emory Bellard are the consensus pick with 
15 starters back led by Henderson, maybe the best option. 
quarterback in the state, The Mustangs are also big and 
experienced in the lines, Westfield lost thrillers to Deer 
Park, McCullough and Jersey Village last year, This should 
be Bellard’s best team since he returned to the prep ranks, 
Across town, Spring (5-5) is also on the rise with 14 
starters back for Lion coach Sonny Karas, who has turned 
the program around, ... Huntsville (7-2-2) and 
MeCullough (10-1-1) will be heard from, as usual. Joe 
Clements (209-67-6) has only six retuning start 
Huntsville, while Weldon Willig (108-54-8) is better off 
with 11 starters back at McCullough, but needs skill help. 
«». Conroe (4-6) will challenge for the first division, as will 
Conroe returns 12 starters and Oak eight. 
failed to win a league game last year and 


R-PS Ryan Bailey, Spring, 5- 


rake the bigest improvement vit sk defensive starters 
ack, 

What they're saying; “Westfield has by far (the) 
‘most talent, (the) next three (teams) are probably pretty 
even; who makes the big plays at right times will gt. 
there,” Willig said, ayaly an be No.2 (behind 
Westfield) to No, 8; on paper, Spring looks good as does 
Kein Forest and Kien Oak; Huntsile il alas be good 
because of speed; Conroe has most of their players back 
who started the last five games; (and) McCullough has 
some very good people back,” Klein coach George Kirk 
(181-90-13) said, 

REGION III 

DISTRICT 17 

Projected finish: 1. Ale Elsik; 2. Alief Hastings 

stratford: 5, Rosenberg Terry; 6. 


(1,416 yards passing); G John Rangel, 
‘Terry, 5-10, 228; G Chris Cashion, Memorial, 58, 185; 7 
Brant Magruder, Memorial, 6-2, 205; T Gus Lopez, 
Memorial, 6-0, 210; 7 John Wienken, Hastings, 6-2, 
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Anthony Holchak, Terry, 6-3, 251 (3rd All-State); C Mark 
Kalhoefer, Hastings, 5-8, 230; L Johnny Lovejoy, Elsik, 6- 
0, 225 (2nd A-D); RB Byron Hall, Hastings, 5-10, 180 
(1,147 yards, A-D); RB Kalief Muhammad, Elsik, 5-8, 175 
(A-D); FB Keith Burleson, Terry, 6-0, 227; WR Jesse Bell, 
LC, 5-8, 150; WR Brady Hewitt, Memorial, 5-11, 160 (13 
catches-176 yards); WR Jason Klam, Memorial, 5-11, 
170; WR Chance Irwin, Memorial, 5-10, 170; WR Jamie 
Stewart, Memorial, 5-7, 165; and TE Pierre Cooper, 
Elsik, 6-4, 210 (A-D). 

‘Top defensive players: E Terry Binion, 
Memorial, 6-1, 175; E Walter Juniovs, Terry, 6-2, 235; E 
Bobby Croyle, Memorial, 5-8, 195; L. Joe Abrego, Elsik, 
5-11, 210 (A-D); L Marlow Simpson, Elsik, 5-8, 195 (2nd 
A-D); T Walker Ryan, Memorial, 6-0, 190; T Tye 
Hancock, LC, 6-0, 180; T Stuart Sims, Memorial, 6-0, 
190; L Tyrell Clinton, Northbrook, 6-3, 230 (2nd A-D) 

NG Lupe Luna, Terry, 5-9, 165 (A-D); LB Adam Zylm 
Stratford, 6-3, 210 (2nd A-D); LB Gavin McMillen, 
Memorial, 5-9, 200 (96 tackles); LB David Hill, LC, 5-11, 
175; LB David Steffee,LC, 6-0, 180; LB Roland Cortez, 
Memorial, 6-0, 190 (48 tackles); LB Marcus 
Sampy,memorial, 6-0, 190; DB Tye Cooley, LC, 5-11, 
170; SS Warren Bradford, Terry, 6-3, 192 (2nd A-D); FS. 
Quinton Wallace, Terry, 6-1, 181; and DB Casey Jones, 
Memorial, 5-8, 170. 

‘Two-way standouts: TB-CB Rochon George, 
Memorial, 5-7, 155 (446 yards rushing, 22 catches-176 
yards); RB-DB Donnie Dupas, Hastings, 5-9, 160 (8 in- 
terceptions, A-D on defense); and TE-LB James Pugh, 
Hastings, 6-0, 188. 

Outlook: Elsik (9-2) made its third straight 
playoff trip for Coach Mike Sciba (57-28), but was 
bounced by Lamar in the first round. The Rams are still 
the team to beat, ... Hastings (10-3) set the school record 
for wins last year and with Hall leading five returning 
starters, the Bears could be even better than that for 
Coach Bobby Stuart (160-92-9). ... Lamar Consolidated 
(10-3) had its fourth straight banner year for Don 
Landes (69-37-4), who will have to rebuild with just one 
offensive starter back. ... Terry had a solid JV team and. 
expects to improve off a break-even season. ... Memorial 
(2-7-1) could be the team to watch with 18 starters back 
for David Walker, in his fourth year. ... Northbrook, 
Stratford and Spring Woods are coming off sub-.500 sea~ 
‘sons and will be hard pressed to escape the second divi- 
sion, 


‘What they're saying: “Elsik and Hastings both 
have an enrollment of 3,800-4,000, the other six teams 
seth from 1,400-2,300,” LC coach Don Landes (69-37- 


" DISTRICT 18 

Projected finish: 1. Houston Lamar; 2. Houston 
Madison; 3. Houston Sterling; 4, Houston Westbury; 5. 
Houston Lee; 6, Houston Bellaire; 7, Sharpstown. 

Top offensive players: QB Anthony Fogle, 
Westbury, 6-1, 182 (A-D); QB J. Johnson, Bellaire, 5-8, 
110; QB Eric Hinojosa, Bellaire, 5-11, 170; QB Ron 
Dinnon, Sharpstown, 5-10, 170; QB-WR Charles 
Richards, Sharpstown, 6-4, 190; T Randy Murff, Bellaire, 
6-2, 250; L Brian Guillory, Madison, 6-3, 250 (A-D); L 
William Thomas, Sterling, 6-4, 275 (2nd A-D); L Josh 
Danserseall, Westbury, 6-3, 268 (A-D); L Demond 
Nickerson, Westbury, 6-4, 218; OL Jeff Roberts, 
Westbury, 5-10, 228 (2nd A-D);L Richard Williams, 
Lamar, 6-5, 230 (2nd A-D); RB Timothy Smith, Sterling, 
6-0, 200 (A-D); FB Haven Livingston, Sharpstown, 5 
185; WR Bric Skinner, Westbury, 5-8, 168; FL Luke Ells, 
Bellaire, 6-0, 170 (2nd A-D); WR Stephen Small, 

188; and TE Rodney Castille, Sterling, 6- 


‘Top defensive players: E Kevin Ellison, 
Westbury, 6-4, 228; E Terrence Ashberry, Westbury, 6-4, 
220; E Elie Droubi, Bellare, 6-0, 210; E Michael 
DeRouselle, Sharpstown, 6-4, 205; T Chris Sampee, 
Westbury 6-3, 235; NG Corbet Ellison, Westbury, 6-1, 


240; LB Mike Bond, Westbury 6-1, 195; LB R.C. Collins, 
Westbury, 5-11, 200; LB Reginald Barnett, Bellaire, 5-10, 
210; LB Caton Carter, Bellaire, 6-0, 208 2nd A-D); LB 
Robert Mason, Lamar, 6-2, 210 (A-D); LB Greg Clack, 
Lamar, 5-9, 190 (A-D); LB Eric Woltson, Sharpstown, 6- 
2, 190; LB Wesley Harris, Sharpstown, 6-0, 200; LB 
Marcus Menough, Sharpstown, 5-10, 200 LB Harold 
Hillard, Sterling, 6-2, (2nd A-D); DB Joland Mayes, 
Sharpstown, ; FS Troy Crissmon, Westbury 6-1, 
170; CB Cordell McKinstry, Bellaire, 5-9, 155; $ Keith 
Wolf, Bellare, 6-0, 175; DB Arthur Felix, Sharpstown, 5- 
10, 170; DB Derek Darnell, Lee, 5-11, 165; and DB 
Thaddeus Guidry Sterling, 6-2, 195 (A-D). 

Outlook: Lamar (10-2) is gunning fora sixth 
straight playoff trip and should get it. Madison (5-5-1) 
and Westbury (6-5) will continue to be playoff threats. 
‘The Rebels of Westbury return 14 starters and will chal- 
lenge Lamar for league supremacy, Sterling (5-6) made 
its sixth straight playoff trip last year and takes the place 
of departed Worthing, making this district tougher... 
Sharpstown (1-9) and Bellaire (2-8) didn’t beat any of 
the other five teams last year, but each has eight starters 
back. 


What they're saying: “Lamar has a stockpile of 
ood players,” Bellaire coach Stan Roper said. 
DISTRICT 19 
Projected finish: 1, Houston Yates; 2.Houston 
Booker 7. Washington; 3, Houston Waltrip; 4, Houston 


Houston Austin; 8, Houston Milby 
Top offensive players: L Marcus Johnson, Jones, 


6.3, 250; L Michael Pruit 
Childress, Waltrip, 
220; C Sidney Fletcher, Ws 


; H, 5-11, 310; T Stephen Escobedo, 
Waltrip, 6-2, 275; T Darryl Hicks, Washington, 6-4, 254 
(A-D);T Keith Wiltz, Washington, 6-2, 250; L Clay Long, 
Washington, 5-9, 285 (A-D); T Felix Lizcano, Waltrip, 6- 
2, 260; Chester Munsingr, SH 6-0, 25; RB Raymond 
‘aan 


fashington, 6-1, 175; RB 
eagan, 5-8, 160; RB Damion Holmes, Washington, 6-1, 
200; Re Jerald Moore, Yates, 5-10, 210 (A-D); HB David 
Freshour, SH, 5-10, 170; RB Joe Ram gee 
150; RB Marcus Collins, Washington, 
Marcus Cunningham, Milby, 5-9, 200 ( nd AD NR 
Steven Barrett, SH, 6-1, 150; WR Shane Salinas, SH, 6-0, 
140; WR Charles Thompson, Jones, 5-10, 180 (2nd A-D); 
‘TE Chris Blocker, Washington, a nd A-t 
‘WR Vaughn Dickerson, Yates, 6 
“Top defensive players: L eal Wiliams, 
Waltrip, 6-2, 235; L Richard Brooks, Waltrip, 6-0, 250; L, 
‘Cobie McClain, Waltrip, 5-11, 225; NG Chad Brown, SH, 
5-10, 260; T McClarey Blackshear, SH, 6-2, 250; L Hillary 
Ledet, Milby, 6-2, 215 (2nd A-D); T Randy Reyes, Reagan, 
5-11, 220; T Marcus Cantera, Reagan, 5-10, 210; T Fred 
Davis, Washington, 6-1, 235; LB Sergio Torres, Reagan, 
6-0, 180; LB Terrance Oliver, SH, 6-0, 190; LB Chris 
Blocker, Washington, 6-2, 185; LB Dexter Gloston, 
Jones, 6 (2nd A-D); LB Lydell Jones, Waltrip, 6-0, 
190; LB Oscar Smallwood, Yates, 6-1, 260 (A-D); LB 
Albert Lasane, Jones, 6-3, 220 (A-D); FS Damon Willis, 
SS Washington, 6-1, 
B Dezra Webb, 
CB Elton Phillips, SH, 6-0, 165; CB Jessie 
5-11, 190; CB Mavrick Whirl, Waltrip, 


Astorga, Walt 
5-10, 180; and SS Martin Sanchez, Reagan, 6-1, 


Outlook: Yates (9-1-1) had an uncharacteristic 
first-round exit in the playoffs and will have to fight off 
Washington (9-3) and Waltrip (8-4) in a top-heavy dis- 
trict that brought together two districts from last year... 
Washington has won its district the past two years and 
has 12 starters back. Waltrip, the runner-up to 
Washington last year, has 10 starters back. .. Sam 
Houston (3-7) expects to crack the first division with 13 


starters back. .. Reagan, Milby and Austin will havea 
tough time escaping the second division, 

What they're saying: “Yates always has depth 
‘and power to spare,” SH coach Max Wilson said. 

DISTRICT 20 

Projected finish: 1. Jersey Village; 2. Cypress 
Creek 3. Katy; 4. Cy-Pair; 5. Langham Creek; 6, Katy 
Taylor; 7. Mayde Creek, 

Top offensive players: QB Jay Boehmke, JV, 5-8, 
165 (A-D); C Matt Hedges, MC, 5-10, 195; C Robbie 
Simpson, Cy-Fair, 5-11, 250; C Donnie Jeter, Katy, 5-10, 
240; C Dray Wilson, LC, 6-3, 290 (2nd A-D); G Donnie 
Jeter, Katy, 5-10, 250; T Fabian Gutierrez, Cy-Fair, 6-3, 
280 (2nd A-D); T Don Brown, MC, 6-4, 230; T Kelly 
Klare, JV, 6-6, 340 (2nd A-D); L Karl Falk, Taylor, 6-2, 
240 (A-D); C Ron Parker, Taylor (2nd A-D); RB Jerome 
Storey, MC, 5-8, 145; WR John Pollard, ), 170 (A~ 
D); TE Danny Lyle, Katy, 6-2, 225 (2nd A-D, 15 catches- 
270 yards); and TE Mike Fryar, JV, 6-2, 210 (A-D), 

‘Top defensive players: L Bryan Johnson, JV, 6-3, 
220 (A-D); NG John Ringer, Cy-Creek, 6-0, 215; T Bill 
Demont, Cy-Creek, 5-9, 230; T Scott Crawford, MC, 6-3, 
218;T Chris Perry; MC, 6-4, 240; T Andrew Leger, Katy, 
6-1, 210 (32 tackles); LB Brandon Layhew, Katy, 5-11, 
190 (74 tackles); LB Chris Miller, Taylor (2nd A-D); LB 
Errick Kazee, JV, 6-0, 190 (2nd A-D); DB Ryan Weis, MC, 
5-10, 170; DB Arturo Olvera, Katy, 5-10, 175 (57 tackles); 
Wittman, Katy, 5-11, 185 (99 tackles, 2nd A~ 
D); DB Steve Bancroft, JV, 5-9, 160 (2nd A-D); and DB 
Ryan Ware, JV, 5-9, 165 (A-D). 

Outlook: Everyone was happy this district 
dropped from Region II to III, where the teams feel they 
belong... Many thought Jersey Village (11-1) might win 
state, Considering the Falcons dropped a 20-19 verdict 
to Killeen, it wasn’t that far-fetched. The Falcons made 
only the school’s second playoff trip since the doors 
‘opened in 1973 and picked up the schoo!’ frst playoff 
win. The Falcons are the consensus No. } pick with 11 
starters back. ... The other two playoff spots are up for 
grabs with a lack of experience the common cry. Cy- 
Creek (8-3) returns only two starters, as does Cy-Fair (3- 
6-1). Katy (8-4) returns seven starters and could slip into 
the playoffs again. ... Katy Taylor (6-4) moves up from 44 
‘and has enough experience to compete, .., Mayde Creek 
(3-7) is still adjusting to life in 5A, but should be im- 
proved. 

What they're saying: “Jersey Village has eight 
first- or second-team All-District players returning; Cy- 
Fair won the freshman and JV championships without 
losing a game,” Cy-Creek’s Les Koenning said. ... “Cy- 
Creek has a number of good returning lettermen and 
the best sub-varsity talent,” Katy’s Mike Johnston said. 

DISTRICT 21 

Projected finish: 1. Humble; 2. Aldine 
MacArthur; 3. Aldine; 4. Kingwood; 5. Aldine 
Eisenhower; 6, Aldine Nimitz; 7. Houston Smiley; 8, 
Houston Northshore. 

‘Top offensive players: L J.J, Ellis, Aldine, 5-11, 
270; T Davis Donohoo, Kingwood, 6-3, 265; T Yul 
Everline, MacArthur, 6-3, 290; WR Delbert Garner, 
Nimitz, 5-10, 170 (A-D); RB Brian Orr, Kingwood, 6-0, 
175; RB Elmer Brown, Aldine, 5-9, 175 (1,400 yards 
rushing, A-D); FB Raul Morgan, MacArthur, 5-11, 
(2nd A-D); WR Dathan Perro, Aldine, 6-3, 190; TE Derry 
Scott, Aldine, 6-4, 220 (A-D); and TE Fred McClendon, 
Nimitz, 6-4, 235 (A-D). 

‘Top defensive players: L Derrick Fletcher, 

line, 6- N. Livingston, Humble, 6- 
, 235; T 
Demetrius Foley, Aldine, 6-1, 220; T Tony Rodriguez, 
MacArthur, 6-1, 220 (2nd A-D); T ‘William Hall, Humble, 
6-2, 250 (A-D); T Harry Kennedy, Nimitz, 6-5, 280 (2nd 
A-D); LB Eric Harrell, MacArthur, 6-0, 220; LB Kevin 
Banks, Aldine, 5-11, 205; CB Jarvis Fields, MacArthur, 5- 
8, 160; CB Cory Wilburn, Aldine, 5-10, 170; DB Kevin 
Brabham, Kingwood, 6-2, 165; and DB Brad Watkyns, 
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Kingwood, 5-11, 160. 

‘Two-way standouts: RB-LB Bertrand Berry, 
Humble, 6-4, 220 (A-D on offense); TB-DB Dameian 
Fabian, MacArthur, 6-1, 185 (A-D on offense, 2nd on de- 
fense). 

Outlook: Another district where three teams de- 
serve to go to the playoffs. Aldine (1-3-1), MacArthur 
(10-2) and Humble (8-3) all won opening games, 
Aldine’s chance for a second title ended in an upset to 
San Antonio Marshall in the semifinals. The Mustangs 
will be back in the state title hunt under Coach Bill 
Smith (143-51-5), but might not even win district. 
Humble (8-3) led by blue chipper Berry will have their 
best team for Neal Quillin, who won state at Willowridge 
witha running back named Thurman Thomas. ... 
Macarthur will be led by Vallery, who had 138 yards in 
the upset of Beaumont West Brook last year, ... The dis- 
trict is loaded with talent. Berry had 130 yards in 
Humble’s 10-0 upset of Beaumont Central, the first back 
to top 100 yards against that team in 21 games... 
Kingwood (4-5-1) a semifinalist two years ago, expects to 
rebound, .. Smiley (6-5-1) made the playoffs in 20-5A 
last year, but might find the competition a little tougher. 

What they're saying: “Humble has great return- 
ing lettermen; MacArthur does also; Aldine on tradi- 
tion,” Aldine’s Smith said. 

DISTRICT 22 

Projected finish: 1. Beaumont West Brook; 2. 
Beaumont Central; 3, La Porte; 4. Deer Park; 5, Baytown 
Sterling; 6. Baytown Lee; 7, Port Arthur Jefferson; 8. 
Vidor, 


‘Top offensive players: QB Josh Patterson, Deer 
Park; QB Jeff Hopper, Central, 5-11, 180 (1,000 yards 
passing); QB Damon West, TJ, 5-10, 160; QB James 
m, West Brook, 6-1, 180 (A-D); T Raymond James, 
S sao G Deval Gutierrez, Deer Park, 6-0, 230; G 
, 245; L Josh Le Lee, 6-0, 


220;6 ’ 
Chretien, Cetra, 511, 220:€ Kell sera Cent 6 
2,195; Terry Donald, Central, 5-11, 2 
Nichols Cental, 62, 315; Frank Midleton West 
Brook, 6-4, 280 (2nd All-State); C Scott Neely, La Porte, 
5-10, 230 (A-D); FB James Jones, TJ, 5-8, 190: 
Passmore, Deer Park, 6-2, 195 (600 yards rushing); WR 
Joey Mouton, TJ, 5-10, 160; WR Sean Rainer, Deer Park, 
5.8, 160 (68 catches last two years); and WR Pearce 
PeGross, TJ, 5-10, 170, 

‘Top defensive players: E Eluster Sims, Sterling, 
5-8, 183; L Frank Middleton, West Brook, 6-4, 280 (A- 
T David Alsip, Sterling, 6-3, 220 (A-D); LB Ray Pranesois, 
Lee, 60,210; LB Shawn Humphrey, Central, 5-10, 190; 
LB Chris Haden, Deer Park, (team’s leading 
tackler); DB Lance Strum, V 1, 180 (2nd A-D); 
DB Adam Harry, Deer Park, 5-10, 175; DB Matt Womack, 
Deer Park, 6-2, 195; DB Sherwood Stewart, Central, 6-0, 
175; DB Sherman McCray, Central, 6-0, 175; DB Roy 
Brown, Central, 6-2, 185; S Curtis Stevenson, Sterling, 
5-10, 165; CB Benjy Boul, Sterling, 5-8, 152; CB Jim 
Rogers, Sterling, 5-10, 185; nd Chris Anderson, La 
Porte, 6-3, 220 (2nd A-D). 

Outlook: Maybe the district race took too much 
out of everyone as West Brook (10-1) and Central (8-3) 
\were surprisingly bounced out in the first round. West 
Brook, led by Brown and Middleton, is the easy pick. 
Central returns nine starters for Marvin Sedberry (45- 
24) and will give Brook a battle. La Porte (6-5) will be in 
the playoff chase, while Deer Park (7-3), which lost its 
last two to miss the playoffs, will be rebuilding, The Deer 
have only six starters back for Ron Lynch (59-226), but 
he's excited about his underclassmen... Thomas 
Jefferson (5-5) has si offensive starters back, but none 
on defense... The Baytown schools, Lee (3-7) and 
Sterling (6-4), are ticketed for the second division along 
with Vidor, 

DISTRICT 23 

Projected finish: 1. Galveston Ball;2. Clear 


Lake; 3. Clear Creek; 4. Pasadena Dobie; 5. Pasadena 


Rayburn; 6. Pasadena High; 7. Texas City; 8. South 
Houston. 

Top offensive players: QB Lee Villareal, Creek, 6- 
1, 195 (MVP); QB Scott Langford, Rayburn, 6-3, 190; QB 
‘Matt Dyson, Texas City, 6-3, 170; QB Mike Simmons, 
Dobie, 6-1 


183 (303 yards passing); FB Allyn Roberts, 

, }; RB Marvin Welch, Ball, 6-1, 205; RB 
Cornell Green, Ball, 5-9, 163; RB Noe Allyn Sanchez, 
Rayburn, 5-9, 180 (21 }: RB Zack Stephen, Dobie, 
5-7, 158 (652 yards rushing); RB Vernon Crawiord, Texas 
City, 6-5, 230; RB Eric McMahon, Lake, 5-10, 170; RB 
Montaga Bailey, S. Houston, 5-10, 180 (unanimous A-D); 
RB Jason Henderson, Creek, 5-10, 180 (A-D); WR Robbie 
Wright, Rayburn, ); WR Chad Ogden, Rayburn, 5- 
10, 175 (2nd A-D); WR James Johnson, Rayburn, 5-9, 
160; WR Rodney Mims, Lake, 5-7, 160 (A-D); G Robert 
Beene, Rayburn, 5-10, 230; G Andre Mickles, Ball, 6-3, 
248; L Jason Gunderson, Texas City, 6-1, 245; L Neal 
Godeaux, Texas City, 6-1, 250; G Alvaro Andrade, Ball, 6- 
1, 250 (2nd A-D); L Jason Pauley, Lake, 6-2, 250 (A-D); 
TE Matt Chandler, Texas City, 6-4, 190; TE Save Raga, 
Rayburn, 6-1, 210; and TE Jeff Hampton, Lake, 6-3, 215 
(2nd A-D). 

Top defensive players: E Terrance Blaine, Ball, 
6-0, 200; E Adrian Crooks, Ball, 6-2, 231; E Chris 
Herpin, Dobie, 5-11, 192; T Danny Roessler, Dobie, 5-11, 
batt (2nd A-D); L Darron Lennell, Ball, 5-10, 190 (A-D); T 
David Hamlet, Rayburn, 6-4, 260; T Rick Tarlton, 
Rayburn, 6-0, 180; L Jeff Hampton, Lake, 6-3, 215 (2nd 
A-D); LB Jabbar Williams, Ball, 6-3, 230; LB Clifton 
Smith, Ball, 5-9, 175; LB Phillip Meyers, Ball, 6-0, 185; 
LB Allan Adkins, Rayburn, 6-1, 180; LB Matt May, 
Rayburn, 6-1, 195; LB Champ Traylor, Rayburn, 6-3, 220; 
LB Jerrod Johnson, Dobie, 5-10, 186; LB Mark Wingo, 
Dobie, 5-9, 181 (2nd A-D); LB Eric McMahon, Lake, 
175 (2nd A-D); DB George McCullough, Ball, 5-10, 160 
(2nd A-D); DB Rodney Artmore, Ball, 6-2, 190; DB 
Danny Tarlton, Rayburn, 6-0, 180; DB Anthony Mohler, 
Rayburn, 6-0, 170; DB Richard Delamanter, S. Houston, 
5-9, 165 (2nd A-D); DB Jonathan Herridge, Dobie, 5-6, 
134; DB Gary Smith, Dobie, 5-7, 152; DB Kyle Smith, 
Dobie, 5-11, 163 (A-D); L Jayson Moyer, Texas City, 5-11, 
230 (2nd A-D); LB Marcus McLin, Texas City, 5-10, 185; 
LB Elijah Argo, Texas City, 5-10, 180; and DB Danny 
Selexman, Texas City, 5-10, 165. 

Outlook: Ball's five-year hold on the district 
throne should continue under first-year coach Pat 
Culpepper (65-51-5), who moved from Lufkin. Ball (8-3- 
1) was the only district team to win a playoff game and 
that trend will continue with 13 starters back. ... Clear 
Lake (7-3-1) lost coach Jerry Stewart, who led the 
Falcons to the school’s only playoff berths in the last two 
years, The Falcons and Clear Creek (5-5-1) will chal- 
lenge Ball. ... Pasadena Dobie (6-4) has the best chance 
to slip into the playoffs with eight starters back on de- 
fense. ... Rayburn (4-6) has the most starters back, 14. 
‘The Texans were winless two years ago and have only 10 
\ins in the last six years, but could have their first win- 
ning season in almost a decade. ... Texas City (1-9) is an- 
other team on the upswing with Rusty Dowling (49-25), 
who had success at San Antonio Jay and Mission. The 
‘Stingarees (1-9) have 15 starters back. 

DISTRICT 24 

Projected finish: 1. Sugar Land Willowridge; 2. 
Sugar Land Dulles; 3. Sugar Land Clements; 4. Sugar 
Land Kempner; 5. Angleton; 6. Alvin; 7. Brazoswood: 8. 
Pearland. 

Top offensive players: QB Ike Smith, Clements, 
6-3, 205; QB Freddy Moreno, Brazoswood, 6-1, 1 
Jack Peeble, Kempner, 6-0, 200; T Shawn Mot 
6-0, 200; T Jarrett Hlavaty, Clements, 6-3, 210; T Chris 
Huntsinger, Dulles, 6-3, 240 (2nd A-D); T Blake Jordan, 
Dulles, 6-1, 240 (2nd A-D); T Thomas Quinlan, 
Clements, 6-2, 215; G Gabe Garcia, Clements, 5-10, 195; 
G Rod Kinney, Dulles, 6-3, 235 (A-D); G Bobby Hazelrig, 


Clements, 6-0, 240 (A-D); C Miguel Shears, Clements, 6- 
0, 180; OL Wayne Holland, Willowridge, 6-0, 240 (A-D); 
RB Casey Givens, Kempner, 5-9, 205 (523 yards 
rushing); FB George Wathey, Clements, 55, 140; RB 
Tony Casas, Brazoswood, 5-10, 185; SB Kevin Pesak, 
Alvin, 6-2, 190 (698 yards rushing, 387 yards passing, A- 
D); SB Donald Fletcher, Alvin, 5-11, 170 (505 yards rush- 
ing); WR Chad Short, Alvin, 6-1, 170; WR Royce Branch, 
Brazoswood, 6-1, 180; and TE Mike Carroll, Dulles, 6-2, 
190, 


Top defensive players: E Leslie O'Bryan, 
Brazoswood, 63,210; E Jason Hanley, Dulles, 6-0, 205 
(A-D);T Cody Follmar, Alvin, 6-2, 240; T Ken Andrews, 
Brazoswood, 5-11, 225; T Johnny Golden, Alvin, 6:3, 
235; L Danny Wise, Angleton, 5-11, 230 (2nd A-D); L 
Trey Brown, Willowridge, 6-0, 240 (A-D); LB Niles Sarpy, 
Kempner, 6:2, 210; LB Courtney Dentey, Dulles, 5-9, 
180; LB James Guidry, Clements, 5-8, 19; LB Donnie 
Ray, Brazoswood, 6-2, 215; LB Matt Stand, Brazoswood, 
5-11, 190; LB Russell Thibodeaux, Brazoswood, 5-10, 
180; LB Chris Dickerson, Alvin, 6-1, 175; LB Jacob 
Havikinson, Dulles, 5-9, 190 (2nd AD}; CB Blake Carte, 
Clements, 5-10, 175 (2nd A-D); CB Billy Austin, 
Kempner, 5-10, 185; CB Robert Richard, Alvin, 5-9, 155; 
SS Scott Keithley, Alvin, 6-0, 180 four interceptions, A- 
D); DB Geoff Stephens, Dulles, 6-0, 180; CB Colby 
Gaines, Angleton, 5-11, 200 (2nd A-D); FS Shannon Day, 
Brazoswvood, 6-1, 165; DB Keith Whitten, Brazoswood, 
5-10, 160; and CB Terrence Blayne, Willowridge, 5-11, 
175 (2nd A-D). 

‘Two-way standouts: TE-DE Terry Marino, 
Clements, 6-3, 230 (A-D on defense); RB-CB Tyrone 
Coleman, Clements, 5-9, 160; and RB-DB Carl (Tre) 
‘Thomas, Kempner, 62, 195 (640 yards rushing, 2nd A- 
D). 


Outlook: For the second straight year, Dulles: 
(14-1), not Willowridge (1-2-1) advanced as the dis- 
trict’s top team, Those two will fight it out again, The 
Eagles of Willowridge have a new coach in former assis- 
tant Anthony Thompson, but the system is intact. 
Willowridge is looking for its eighth straight playoff trip 
and 11th since the school opened in 1980. ... Dulles was 
cone of the state's biggest stories, until the Vikings were 
‘upset by Killeen in the Division | title game. Dulles re- 
turns only eight starters, but five of them were All- 
District players. ... Clements (6-4-1) and Kempner (4-6) 
could give the Sugar Land schools a first-division sweep 
again. .. Kempner is aiming for its second playoff trip in 
the school's five-year history. ... Clements has six starters 
back on each side of the football and could slip into the 
top two. Alvin (5-5), Angleton (4-5-1), Brazoswood (1-9) 
and Pearland (0-1) will be hard pressed to escape the 
second division. Alvin has nine starters back for Stan 
Mauldin (73-59-2) and has the best shot at breaking the 
‘Sugar Land hold. This will be the Yellowjacets best team 
in five years. .., Pearland has been winless two of the last 
three years, while Brazoswood has won three games in 
three years, 

‘What they're saying: “Willowridge has talent 
year-after-year; Dulles has some outstanding offensive 
linemen returning; (and) Clements has many starters re- 
turing” Kempner coach Lawrence Hutson (80-55-1) 
sai 


DISTRICT 25 

Projected finish: 1. San Antonio McCollum; 2. 
S.A-East Central; 3. San Marcos; 4. S.A. South San; 5, 
Seguin; 6. S.A. Harlandale. 

‘Top offensive players: QB Korey Kirchner, 
Seguin, 6-0, 175; L Chris Brown, Seguin, 6-2, 250; L 
John Hanna, Seguin, 6-1, 225; L Sandy Sois, EC, 6-0, 
231; G Moses Antuna, South San, 5-10, 239 (2nd A-I D); G 
Devin Gonzales, McCollum, 5-10, 175; C Danny 
Barcenez, McCollum, 6-0, 230 (2nd A-D); RB Richard 
Trevino, South San, 5-7, 150; FB J.D. Garcia, South San, 
5-8, 170; RB Robin Merrill, EC, 5-9, 160; RB Carl 
Jackson, Seguin, 6-0, 170; RB Jacob Gonzales, Seguin, 5- 
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10, 175; RB Matt Longoria, McCollum, 5-10, 165 (878 
yards rushing, 12 TDs); RB Steven Sendoval, Harlandale 
(unanimous A-D); WR Daryl Burns, Seguin, 6-1, 165; 
WR David Hernandez, South San, 5-8, 165;and TE Luis 
Rodriguez, San Marcos (A-D). 

Top defensive players: E Greg Davis, San Marcos 
(2nd A-D); NG Adam Solis, South San, 5-8, 150 (2nd A- 
D); L Ernesto Gonzales, Seguin, 6-1, 190 (2nd A-D); L 
Jacob Yarra, San Marcos (2nd A-D); LB Matt Wilson, 
Seguin, 5-10, 175; LB Scott Smith, EC, 6-0, 200; LB 
Michael Gates, BC, 6-0, 170; LB Keith Johnson, EC, 60, 
170; LB Kenneth Bowie, San Marcos (A-D); DB Mike 
Carrillo, Seguin, 5-8, 155; DB Kenneth Burrow, Seguin, 
5-10, 160 (2nd A-D); DB Mike McGee, EC, 6-2, 190; CB 
Harold Miller, EC, 5-10, 180 (2nd 4-D); CB Clint 
Hartman, EC, 5-8, 150; DB Ruben Martinez, McCollum, 
6-0, 240; CB Miguel Avila, South San, 5-9, 185 (2nd A- 
D); $$ Damian Guerara, South San, 5-10, 175; DB 
Jonathon Parish, Seguin, 5-10, 160 (A-D); DB Kyle 
Jubela, Seguin, 5-8, 160 (2nd A-D); and CB Randy 
McMullen, San Marcos (2nd A-D). 

‘Two-way standout: OT-DT Eric Price, 
McCollum, 6-1, 250 (A-D on offense). 

Outlook: New Braunfels (9-3), the league win- 
ner for two years, has dropped to 4A, creating a wide- 
open race, where two teams with losing records last year 
could improve and make the playoffs... McCollum (7-4) 
has nine starters back and rates the favorite. East 
Central (4-7) expects to keep improving with first-year 
coach Mike Morgan (48-23), who built a winner at Elgin. 
w- San Marcos (3-7) was winless two years ago and hasn't 
been to the playoffs in almost two decades, but this 
could be the year for the Rattlers... South San (5-5) has 
seven starters back. ... Seguin (2-8) looks to turn things 
around under Corky Nelson, who starts his second year 


there. 

‘What they're saying: “McCollum has returning 
running backs; East Central has great talent,” South San 
coach Steve Kurtz said. 


DISTRICT 26 

Projected finish: 1. Converse Judson; 2. San 
Antonio Madison; 3. S.A. MacArthur; 4. SA. Churchill 5. 
SA. Roosevelt; 6. S.A. Lee. 

Top offensive players: QB Richard Severyns, 
Roosevelt, 6-2, 195 (1,000 yards passing, 700 yards rush- 
i i 196 (2nd A-D); 
C Brik Sratton, Roosevelt, 5-10, 175: L Chas Angelina, 
Churchill, 5-10, 220; L Rey Mercado, Churchill, 5-10, 
215; G Grant Bellaire, Roosevelt, 5-10, 175; T Mike 
Briggs, MacArthur, 6-0, 270; T Brian Allen, MacArthur, 
6-5, 280 (A-D);T Mike Flores, Churchill, 64, 250; 
Adam Means, Judson, 6-2, 265 (unanimous AJ 
Lee, Judson, 5-10, 240 (A-D);L Travis Wood, Churchill, 
6-4, 235 (2nd A-D); TB Jerod Douglas, Judson, 5-9, 160; 
RB Jon Cho, Churchill, 5-11, 205; TB Robert Price, 
Roosevelt, 5-10, 165; FB Steve Krueger, Roosevelt, 5-10, 
170; RB Richard Ruth, Lee, 60,210 (2nd A-D); SE 
Derek Shupp, MacArthur, 5-11, 160; WR Matt Gibson, 
Madison, 6-3, 200 (2nd A-D); SE Chris Cook, Roosevelt, 
6-0, 170 (2nd A-D); WR Alan Lipscomb, Roosevelt, 6-0, 
160; WR Lee Gamel, Church, 50) WR Danny 
Moya, Lee, 5-9, 140 (A: . MacArthur, 6-0, 
175; TE Matt Schultz, Church Si 185; TE Steven 
Roberts, Roosevelt, 2, 180; and TE Tommy Wright, 
Lee, 5-10, 190 (2nd A-D).. 

Top defensive players: E Rudy Garcia, Judson, 6- 
0, 195 (2nd A-D); E Anthony Carroll, Roosevelt, 6-1, 175: 
E Abel Santana, Roosevelt, 5-7, 200; E Jeff Croft, 
MacArthur, 6-0, 240; E Darryl Hunter, MacArthu 
198 (2nd A-D); E Tony Taylor, Roosevelt, 5-10, 
Brent McDonald, Churchill 6-3, 205 (2nd A-D) 
Kelsey Frazier, Judson, 5-10, 205 (2nd A-D) 


 L Chris 
Pais, Madison, 5-11, 230 (2nd A-D); T Chad Clark, 
MacArthur, 6-2, 240; T Bret Bennett, MacArthur, 5-11, 
200 (A-D); T Quincy Franklin, Roosevelt, 6-4, 250 (A-D); 
T Corey Chandler, Churchill, 6-4, 210; LB John Garza, 
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Roosevelt, 6-2, 195; LB Jason Jablecki, Roosevelt, 6-0, 

185; LB Kevin Sauners, Roosevelt, 6-2, 180; LB Matt 

Parker, Roosevelt, 5-10, 175; LB Chad Scott, Judson, a 
3: LB 


Robert Quintero, MacArthur 
McNally, MacArthur, 5-10, 1 
11, 190 (unanimous A-D); FS Stacey Williams, 
Roosevelt, 5-9, 165; CB Lonnie Saunders, Judson, 5-8, 

); FS Robert Anderson, Judson, 6-0, 
190 (2nd A-D); CB Javier Jaime, MacArthur, 5-10, 170 
(2nd A-D); FS Cory Richardson, MacArthur, 6-0, 171 (A- 
D); CB James Finney, Roosevelt, 5-10, 165 (2nd A-D); 
and CB Trey Wallace, Churchill, 5-9, 155. 

Outlook: Judson (11-3) has made at least the 
semifinals four straight years, losing 27-26 to Dulles last 
year... The Rockets of D.W, Rutledge (98-12-2) are the 
consensus choice again, led by six players who were 
first- or second-team All-District. ... The Madison 
Mavericks (10-4) continued their climb up the ladder, 
losing to S.A. Marshall in the quarterfinals. ... MacArthur 
(4-6) and Churchill (1-9) figure to battle for a playoff 
berth. Once powerful Churchill didn’t win a district 
game, but that should change with 12 starters back. ... 
MacArthur, meanwhile, has 13 starters back for fi 
coach Van Fuschak. ... Roosevelt (4-6) is another experi- 
enced team with 11 starters back. Coach Marty 
Shaughnessy has a senior team and could be a dark- 
horse. 

‘What they're saying: “Judson has a great pool of 
talent and great coaching staff; Madison and Churchill 
both had winning JV teams and several key players re- 
turning; Roosevelt, MacArthur and Lee suffer from lack 
of depth,” Shaughnessy said. 

DISTRICT 27 

Projected finish: 
2S.A. Highlands; 3S.A. 
Brackenridge; 6.S.. Fox Tech; 
Tech. 


r 


Antonio Sam Houston; 
S.A. Jefferson; 5.5.4. 
7.S.A. Lanier; 8,S.A. Fox 


‘Top offensive players: QB Armando Alderette, 
Brackenridge, 5-11, 160 (585 yards passing); T Hector 
Garza, Fox Tech, 5-10, 185; G Luz Colunga, Fox Tech, 5- 
6, 180; G Erick Medina, Fox Tech, 6-0, 210; L Joseph 
Hernandez, Edison; L Santos Cortez, Edison; SE Adrian 
Castaneda, Brackenridge, 5-9, 140; TE Edgar Hernandez, 
Fox Tech, 6-2, 235; SE Sean Clark, Fox Tech, 6-1, 180; 
FB Gerald Sosa, Fox Tech, 5-9, 195; WB David Gonzalez, 
Fox Tech, 5-11, 175; and RB Marco De La Rosa, Edison, 

Top defensive players: E Jose Zavala, Fox Tech, 
6-0, 185; NG Andre Wilson, Brackenridge, 5-7, 195; T 
Russell Martinez, Brackenridge, 6-5, 230; L Joshua 
Boykin, Edison; L Steve Lopez, Edison; LB Robert Solis, 
Fox Tech, 5-10, 195; LB Joe Cruz, Fox Tech, 5-6, 1 
Arthur Flores, Fox Tech, 60, 205; 

Brackenridge, 6-0, 185; LB 
Jose Denver Munoz, Fox Tech, 5-8, 160; CB Ray Barbosa, 
Fox Tech, 5-9, 145; DB Robert Lujan, Edison; DB Louis 
Retault, Edis IB Rito Rodriguez, Brackenridge, 5-10, 
150; and DB Marty Arevalo, Edison. 

‘Two-way standouts: TE-T Lanelle Lee, 
Brackenridge, 6-1, 240 and WR-S Fred Davis, 
Brackenridge, 5-8, 160 (14 receptions-228 yards). 

Outlook: Sam Houston (9-2) has had a lock on 
the district title recently and that should continue, The 
district, however, wasn’t able to win a playoff game last 
year... Edison (7-4) ended a five-year playoff drought 
a the Golden Bears could return with nine starters 
other six teams did not win a game outside 
peer including Highlands (4-7), which claimed the 
other playoff spot. ... This district has won only one play- 
off game in the last three years. ... Fox Tech (3-7) should 
have its best team in six years, but the Buffaloes were 
hurt by a change in attendance zone. 

What they’re saying: “Sam Houston has the tal- 
ent, size and speed: Highlands has the most talent on of- 
fense in recent years; Jefferson returns All-District re- 


ceivers and starting quarterback; the rest is a dogfight,” 
Fox Tech coach Charles A. Pena said. 

DISTRICT 28 

Projected finish: 1. San Antonio Marshall; 2. 
SA.Clark: 3. SA. Taft;4. SA. Holmes;5, SA. 
Southwest; 6.S.A. Jay. 

Top offensive players: QB Tony Darden, Holmes, 
5-11, 165 (125 of 240 for 1,800 yards passing, 12 TDs, 
‘2nd A-D); C Robert Segovia, Holmes, 5-11, 180; C Luke 
} FB Carlos Reza, Marshall, 6 
is and A -D); RB Chris Brown, 


‘Top defensive ee 
‘Southwest, 6-0, 180; E Greg Anderson, Holmes, 6-1, 
210; E Ndukwe Kalu, Marshall, 6-3, 215 (2nd A-D); T 
‘Mike Mazur, Marshall, 6-2, 220; L Manny Zertuche, 
), 220 (2nd); L Andrew Gonzales, 
}: L Bobby Pullin, Taft, 5-10, 225 (A- 
; jort, Marshall, 6-1, 200; LB De Andray 
Kindles, Holmes, 6-0, 200 (A-D); LB Chris Bordano, 
Southwest, 6-1, 185 (A-D); LB Carlos Plata, Holmes, 6-0, 
‘200; LB John Robinson, Marshall, 5-10, 190; LB Freddy 
Cervera, Southwest, 6-1, 180; LB Sean Noster, Marshall, 
6-3, 200 (2nd A-D); DB Robert Brown, Southwest, 6-0,. 
165; FS Cedric Howard, Southwest, 6-0, 175; and DB 
180. 


k: ict went 3-0 in bidistrict with 
Marshall (13-3) advancing to the state championship 
same, before losing to Permian, .. Marshall should get 
its fifth straight playoff trip with nine starters hack, six 
‘on defense. Coach David Visentine is 38-22-2 with the 
Rams. ... Clark (9-2-1) and Taft (9-2-1) again will be 
ark is gunning for its 1th straight playoff 
jolmes (3-6-1) and Jay (2-8), once powers, have 
fallen on tough times, Holmes is coming off its worst 
season in almost two decades and has only five starters 
back... Southwest (6-4) could make the biggest move 
with 14 starters back. 
DISTRICT 29 
Projected finish: 1. Laredo United; 2. Eagle 
io; 4. Laredo Cigarroa; 5, Laredo Martin; 6. 


Top offensive players: QB Eduardo Benavides, 
Cigarroa, 5-8, ee (525 yards rushing); pie ee i vr 


L L Wally Lara, Del 
Rio, 6-0, 235; SE Sergio Miriles, io, 6-2, 200; FB A. 
Rodriquez, Del Rio, 5-8, 190; WB Ricky Continas, Del 
Rio, 5-9, 165; TB Julio Cepeda, Cigarroa, 5-10, 155 (790 
yards rushing, A-D); TB Mario Martinez, Eagle Pas, 6-1, 
175 (992 yards rushing); WB Juan Felan, Eagle Pass, 5-8, 
160; FB Omar Gonzalez, Eagle Pass, 59, 175; SB Eliud 
Estrada, Martin, 5-8, 164; TB Oscar Cisneros, Martin, 5- 
1, 142; TB Gaby Cisneros, Martin, 54, 141; HB Victor 
Serrano, Del Rio, 5-4, E Norman Carreon, Eagle 
Pass, 5-9, 155; and TE Carlo Hein, Nixon, 5-10, 160. 
fon defensive ers E rede Laurel age 


bihelae, ‘ade Pass, 5-11, 210;7 Mat hitan Eagle 
5 L Colin Partee, Del Rio, 6-1, 200; L 
i0, 6-1, 240; T Segundino Costilla, 


, Josh Schilling, Del Rio, 6-1, 180; 
LB Chris Moore, Nixon, 5-10, 1 Orlando Gonzales, 
Del Rio, 5-10, 185; LB Jose con, 5-7, 170; LB 
Juan Duron, Martin, 6-0, 200 (A-D); LB 
Hernandez, Martin, 5-10, 167; LB Rey Davila, Martin, 5- 
9, 184; LB Jose Rios, Eagle Pass, 6-2, 180; LB Hector 
Villarreal, Cigarroa, 5-9, 160; CB Domingo Reyes, Del 
Rio, 5-10, 180; CB Robert Cardenas, Del Rio, 5-9, 160; 
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CB Mike Elizondo, Nixon, 5-8, 150; CB Roman Gaytan, 
Cigarroa, 5-9, 150; FS Jose Pantoja, Martin, 5-11, 15% 
SS Pete Villanueva, Martin, 8 
Eagle Pass, 5-9, 160; DB Manny Lopez, Bagle Pass, 5-7, 
165; DB Rolando Martinez, Eagle Pass, 5-8, 170; and CB 
Alfredo Mancillas, Cigarroa, 60. 

Outlook: This district went three games and out 
in the playoffs, but is loaded with experience. .. od 
(5-6) bounced back from 3-7 and made the playoffs, and 
the Longhorns are the overwhelming favorite. ... Eagle 
Pass (3-5-1), which was winless two years ago, is armed 
with 12 returning starters. It's been almost 30 years 
since the Eagles made the playoffs, but they could win it 
all. ... Del Rio (3-6-1) is another team on the move, The 
Rams have 18 starters back. ... Cigarroa (6-5) and Martin 
(4-7), last year's other playoff teams, will be in the hunt. 
‘The Cigarroa Torros return 14 starters and the Martin 
Tigers return 11... Nixon (1-9) didn’t win a league game 
for first-year coach Bill Groogan, who has only six 
starters back, ... This district won only eight games 
against outside competition last year. 

What they’re saying: “Talent edge to United and 
Eagle Pass; Numbers edge to United; Cigarroa could sur- 
prise due to coaching; Martin could be there because of. 
quarterback and toughness,” Groogan said. 

DISTRICT 30 

Projected finish: 1. Corpus Christi Carrol 
Victoria; 3, C.C. King; 4, C.C. Miller; 5. Alice; 6. C. 
7.C.C. Moody; 8. Mictorias roman. 


ng, 
Eddie Nunez, Ray, 5-11, 
6:0, 16 Jn Yel 
Slone, Stroman, 
TAlonzo Moya, 6 
King, 6-2, 185; Bare! eal Ray, 6-1, 215; 
Green, Stroman, 6-0, 215 


, 158; FB David 
ie Coats, King, 6 
190; TB Patrick 

9, 


Rodriquez, Victoria, 6 

2,170; FB Oscar Sac ; 

‘Terry, 6-0, 180; TB Joseph Taylor, R 
varia $ 


; E Eddie Wilkinson, Vitoria, 
Ey Sefer, King 6-2, 185 E Ryan Dalton, 
170; L Xavier Yzaquirre, Stroman, 58, 210; 
Green, Stroman, 1, 2s E Chars Sikas il 
195; T Bradley Norquist, King, 5-11, 1! 
Ray, 5 5-7, 200; T Carlton Hendrix, 


King 5-1, 9 
Steve Brown, Miler, 6 0, 190; LI B Pat Ca ‘aviel Stroman, 6- 
1, 200; LB Everett Martin, Stroman, 5-9, 170; LB Jason 
Clemmons, Victoria, 6-0, 200; LB Joe Lozano, Miller, 5- 
8, 190; DB Jamie Pettis, Miller, 5-7, 150; DB Justin 
Lucas, Stroman, 6- St 
5 


Kincaid, Victoria, 5-10, 
5.9, 145; FS Mare Spears 
Winchester, King, 5-7, 165; DB Danny Aceves, Ray 5-7, 
145; DB Brian Burger, Ray, 5-8, 140; DB Jimmy 
Williams, Ray, 5-11, 155; and DB Robert Roberts, Miller, 
5.8, 155. 

Outlook: The Corpus Christi schools dominated 
things last year, €oing 3-0 in bidistrict. Carroll (12-1) 
will have to continue without wonder-worker Jim 
Slaughter, who left for Lufkin. Carroll losta wild 45-42 
quarterfinal game to Judson last year... King (10-2) cel- 
ebrated its first playoff trip in the school’s 26-year histo- 
ry and should return with 10 starters back... Miller (8- 
4-1) returns 10 starter... Look for Victoria (6-3-1), 
with seven defensive starters back, to regain the playoffs 


and break the Corpus hold... Ray (3-7) expects to keep 
improving under Coach Bob Boyd (97-49-3), who re- 
turns to the high school ranks after being an assistant at 
‘Texas AGM and Texas. ... Stroman has won only once in 
two years, but returns 14 starters for first-year coach Joe 
Martinez. 

‘What they're saying: “Carroll has more talent 
than anyone else in the district; Victoria has a good tal- 
ent base and knows what it takes to get there,” Boyd 
said. 


DISTRICT 31 


Edinburg North; 

Mellen Memorial; 5. Rio Grande City; 6. 

a Joya; 7. Edinburg; 8. Pharr-San Juan-Alamo South; 9. 

Pharr-San Juan-Alamo North; 10. McAllen Nikkie Rowe. 
Top offensive players: QB Raul Sas, Edinburg 

North, 5-9, 160; C Jeff Dietz, Memorial, 6- 

Damian Gonzales E, North, 5-7, 22 

Maldonado, Edinburg, 5-9, 2¢ 


0, 190 (2nd A-D); 

G Jason 

y Armstrong, McAllen, 
5 


Ps 
G Arthur Hernandez, La Joya, 5-7, 
anak McAllen, 5:8, 17% 


Chris Bennett, Mellen, 5-10, 220; FB Gabriel Salinas, 
PSJA, 5-10, 170 (A-D); RB Mario Cantu, PSJA, 5-7, 160 
(2nd A-D); HB Artemio Canales, La Joya, 5-9, 165; FB 
Wyatt Walsh, McAllen (2nd A-D); TB Corbin Epps, 
Edinburg, 6-0, 225; FB Jessie Garcia, Edinburg, 5-10, 
220; RB Rene Flores, E. North, 5-7, 170 (2nd A-d); SB 
David Ramirez, E. North, 5-9, 160; RB Hector Berlanga, 
Mission; (2nd A-D); FB Chris Bartels, Mission; G Adan 
i Hews RB Laco Flores, RGC (2nd A-D); FB Noe 
C (A-D); SB Michael Duffy, E. North, 5-10, 


180, HB Rodney Jones, Memorial, 5-8, 165; RB Jason 
(2nd 


Marina, Memorial, 5-10, 185; WR Carlos Vela, R 
A-D); WR Christopher Montanez, Memorial, 6-0, 
Max Castillo, 5-11, 160; SE Edgar Anzaldua, 
North, 5-7, 135; SE Robert McGurk, tinburg 6-3, 180; 
and FL Sergio Guerrero, Mcallen, 5-8, 160. 

‘Top defensive players: T Aron Lara, Memorial, 
6-1, 280; E Chris Conley, Memorial, 6-2, 195; NG Juan 
é I, 5-11, 205; L Robert Rodriguez, E, 
Hiram Garza, E. North, 5 
orth, 5-7. 190; L Gabe Villalobos 

5 L Joe Ruiz, McAllen, oy 
Steve Sutton, McAllen, 6. s,La 
Jovy 511, 180s E Noe Mata, PSI, 511195, Conrado 
Cantu, RGC (2nd A-D); LB Jaime Ybarra, La Joya, 5-11, 
180; LB Frank Chvazos La Joya, 5-11, 180; LB Mac 


; LB Jaime Zapata, Edinburg, 5-7, 17 
Matta, E, North, 58, 180;1LB Richard Barraza, E, North, 
E, North, 58,175; LB 


(At 

RGC; DB Joe Cervantes, Mission (A-D); FS Bryon 
Guerra, Memorial, 6-0, 175: SS Jesse Aceves, E. North, 
5-10, 155; FS Javier Chapa, E. North, 5-11, 170; CB 
Freddy Rios, E. North, 58, 160; CB Manny Vasquez, E. 
North, 55, 1 idia, Edinburg, 5-7, 170; 
CB Ruben Gonzales, Edinburg. 5-7, 170; FS Robert 
Alturo, McAllen, 5-10, 170; CB Robert Ruiz, McAllen, 5- 

| CB Biral , McAllen, 5-6, 145; SS David 
Rubio, La Joya, 5-9, 155; and SS Mark Lopez, PSIA, 5-10, 
165. 


Outlook: Mission (11-1) had its first unbeaten 
regular season since the days of Tom Landry, but will 
have to rebuild with QB Koy Detmer off to Colorado... 
The rest ofthe district is loaded with veteran teams and 
should close the gap on Mission. McAllen (9-2) and 
Edinburg North (2-6-1) have the best shots at catching 
Mission. E. North has 10 starters back on each side and 


should improve in every area. .. Memorial (46) has 12 
starters returning; Edinburg (3-6-1) had a rare playoff 
miss last year, but the Bobcats return 11 starters; 
McAllen returns 11 starters as well 4-6 La Joya (7 
starters) and 6-5 PSJA (6 starters) have the least experi- 
ence, .. PSJA North and McAllen Nikki Rowe are first- 
year schools. 

DISTRICT 32 

Projected finish: 1. Harlingen; 2. Weslaco; 3. 
San Benito; 4. Brownsville Pace; 5. Brownsville Donna; 
6, Brownsville Rivera; 7, Brownsville Porter; 8 
Brownsville Hanna, 

‘Top offensive players: QB Americo Garza, 
Weslaco, 6-2, 210; C Mitch Jones, Donna, 5-8, 185 (A-D); 
G Joe Tamayo, Harlingen, 6-3, 290 (A-D); T Nico Garza, 
Hang, -, 260 David Gonzales, Hinge, 62, 
240; L John Ray, Porter, 5-11, 220; L Alex Garza, Porter, 
6-1, 215; L Juan Ortiz, ji , 225; L Tony 
Hernandez, Porter, 6-0, 25; L Orlan Martinez, San 
Benito, 5-8, 244; HB Johnny Guiterrez, Porter, 6-0, 190; 
RB Amold Garcia, Porter, 5-8, 185; FB Eric Sepulveda, 
Harlingen, 5-11, 185; RB Steve Rivera, San Benito, 5-5, 
138; RB Lane Guinn, Donna, 5-8, 170; RB Sam Garza, 
Weslaco, 58, 170 (A-D); WR Alex Rosales, Harlingen, 5- 
10, 165 (65 catches-985 yards, A-D); WR Clay Janik, 
Weslaco, 59, 160; and TE Ralph Molina, Donna, 6-3, 
195. 


Top defensive players: L Simon Rodriquez, 
Porter, 5-10, 205; L Chad Cooley, Harlingen, 6-2, 230 (A- 
D); L David Gonzales, Harlingen, 6-2, 240; LB Robbie 
‘TrevinoHfarlingen, 5-11, 200 (84 tackles); LB Mark Vano, 
Harlingen, 5-10, 180; LB Albert Sanchez, San Benito, 5- 
8,1 A.C. Cuellar, Weslaco, 6-1, 215; LB Raul 
Rodriquez, Donna, 5-7, 190; LB Joe Ibarra, Donna, 5-9, 
180; LB Jesse oe Porter, 6-2, 190; DB Eddie 

5-10, 165; DB Eric Lopez, San Benito, 
sonzalez, Weslaco, 5-10, 170 (A-D); 
DB Brandon Ferrall, Donna, 5-9, 160; DB Benito Loera, 
Porter, 5-9, 165; and DB Paul Stevens, Porter, 5-11, 165. 

Outlook: Harlingen (8-4), armed with nine re- 
turning starters and 25 lettermen, is the team to beat, 
‘The Cardinals will give Coach Jesse Longhofer (99-32-4) 
his 100th victory. ... Weslaco (12-1), which was the dis- 
trict winner in Jim Hite’s first year, wll have only five 
starters back, but Hite likes his team's chances... San, 
Benito (6-4) lost its final two games to miss the playoffs 
v«« Porter (2-8) has 13 starters back and could have its 
best team in a decade, ... Donna (6-5) was the other play- 
off team last year, but the Redskins return only six 
starters, 

What they're sayi 
largest enrollments in the 
ing champ; and Rivera was a 
coach Richard Avila said, 


CLASS 4 


Flashback, 

The biennial realignment for the 1986-87 and 
1987-88 school years had just been announced and the 
AGM Consolidated Tigers were trying to handle reality 

Consol, which was struggling in AA, was mov- 
ing up to Class 5A. 

Aschool official scanned down the teams in 
Consol’ new district, not knowing the local television 
station had its camera rolling, When he spotted New 
Caney, which had been winless in 5A, he said, “We can 
beat them.” 

About the same time, a father of one of Consols 
best players walked into the Tocal newspaper, demanding 
something be written to get the University 
Interscholastic League's attention. 

“How can they allow this to happen2” he asked, 
as observers tried not to laugh. 


larlingen has one of the 
Weslaco isthe defend 
A playoff team,” Donna 
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He said Consol had no business being in 5A and 
players were going to get hurt. 

‘That seems so long ago, so unreal. 

Today, no one’s laughing at the Tigers. Matter a 
fact, a few teams won't even play them, 

Consol is 42-4 in the last three years, by far the 
best record in Class 44. Only Class 2A Schulenburg has. 
won more games, The Tigers claimed the 4A state title 
last year, beating Carthage. 

Consol’s story is one of the most remarkable 
turnarounds in Texas High School football history. 

The Tigers had been 142-193-14 in the previous 
35 seasons before 1989, Old timers loved to talk about 
the 1953 team that was 10-0 before losing to Deer Park 
in bidistrict. 

‘Oh sure, Consol had been to the playoffs since, 
in 1958 and 1960. But it's hard to brag about 4-6-1 and 
4-7 seasons, 

‘The Tigers had 11 winnings seasons from 1954- 
88. The best effort had heen an 8-2 record in 1977. 
Consol had not won more than six games in any of the 
other 34 seasons, 

Yes, the school official and parent knew what 
they were talking about. 

Consol did beat New Caney in 1986 and '87. The 
school's only other victory was an upset of 3A Navasota, 
\which was hardly an upset as Navasota went 1-9 that 
year. 


‘Thus, as so often happened, the Tigers opened 
the 1988 season with anew coach, Ross Rogers, son of 
legendary Killeen coach Gene Rogers, was now on the 
hot seat, Rogers, who had built winners at Hempstead 
‘and Waller, came back to the high schools after a stint as 
anas at Southwest Texas State. 

After a non-playoff season at 3A Giddings, 
Rogers jumped at the Consol job, even though several of 
his peers thought college football had clouded his think- 
ing. 


Rogers thought differently, 

He visited College Station and was impressed by 
the athletes at the lower levels, He was also enticed by 
the passing of a bond issue to build first-rate facilities, 
Finally, the administration and school board offered 
Rogers a free hand, 

Consol had always been successful in other 
sports, but because of its emphasis on academies, there 
‘Was lingering doubt they'd ever win in football, no mat- 
ter what Mr. Rogers thought. 

“I did some pretty good research,” Rogers said. 
“[ figured we had four years in 4 and possibly six. You 
had the numbers and with facilities, as a coach, you had 
a chance to be competitive, 

One coach that told Rogers to take the job wa 
former Consol boys’ basketball coach Jim McManus, 
who had been hired by Rogers at Hempstead. 

“Hle said, ‘I think you can win there and you'll 
coach the greatest kids in America,’” Rogers recalled. 

Even Rogers, who is the key ingredient in 
Consol’s turnaround equation, was amazed at how 
eekly things changed, After a 2-7-1 start, things took 
off, 


“the skilled talent was at a higher level than I 
thought,” Rogers said. “I didn’t know) (quarterback) 
Tommy Preston, (running back) Cliff Groce and (defen- 
sive back) Junior White would be there the day I took 
the job.” 

Those players earned All-State honors and the 
standouts kept on coming, Wide receivers Lee Fedora 
and Mike Pearce earned All-State honors, a did running 
back Tim Wood. Jeff Watson, who replaced Preston, led 
the Tigers to the title, despite a small broken bone in his 
throwing hand. 

Rogers, of course, pulls all the strings. 

He takes few bows, giving credit the administra- 
tion and his assistants. Rogers will take credit for one 
thing, the deft ability to get the right people for the right 


job, That, he says, comes from his father. 

Ironically, Rogers didn’t get many kudos until 
Consol won state. Everyone thought he was the luckiest 
guy in the world with the talent that greeted him, 

Despite that talent, Consol fell to Chapel Hill, 
14-0, in the 1989 title game, Chapel Hill was extremely 
quick and an injured Groce wasn't a factor, 

‘The following year, the Tigers found a repeat 
14-1 season tough to take as injuries were the big culprit 
ina semifinal loss to Austin Westlake, 

‘Thus, Consol had to rebuild for 1991 and every- 
‘one was anxious to see what Rogers would do with 
seemingly marginal talent. 

All Consol did was win its last 12 games, includ- 
ing a 35-16 bashing of Carthage. 

‘The unpredictable Rogers would run the shot- 
gun from any where on the field, throw from punt for= 
mation and even hike the ball to his backs with the 
quarterback in motion, 

After the Carthage game, Consol faithful didn't 
want to leave the Astrodome, Fans 
shaking hands with their heroes and congratulating 
Rogers, who not only won his 100th game, but was get- 
ting married the next day, 

Ttwas a great day to be a Tiger, 

“No matter what happens, they can never take 
iid Consol junior high teacher Clarence 
Junek, “This puts us on the map.” 

Indeed it did, 

Consol baseball coach Rex Sanders, who had 
been there 15 years, just stood there shaking his head, 
smiling. Sanders, who had taken the baseball team to 
state, had seen football coaches come and go. “Isn't this 
great?" he said, 

Rogers, who was rumored with every job open- 
ing in the state during the off-season, stayed, He thinks 
he has the best job in the state. How's that for a 

Now, Rogers is devoting his time to maintain- 
ing Consol’ lofty level and preparing for the eventual 
Consol, because of College Station's growth, will soon be 
in Class 5A for good, probably in two years, 

Rogers challenged every coach in the program, 
“What can we do now?" he asked each of them, 

Rogers wants Consol’s winning ways in 4A to 
continue, but wants to make the program one to reckon 
with when the Tigers go 5A, 

Legendary Plano coaches John Clark and Tom 
Kimbrough watched that town grow from a small bed 
room community to one of the state's feared 5A powers. 
Tt could happen again, 

“There's so many pos 
munity,” Rogers sai 
makes for a good combination (with athletics), 

Rogers’ fear is that the growth will stop, leaving 
Consol as one of the smallest 5A schools in the state. 

“My big wish is for us to keep growing,” Rogers 
said, “Td like to see ts get up to about 2,000 students, 1 
think we would compete, if we do our job.” 

‘So, now that Rogers is staying put, look for 
Consol’s winning ways to continue, 

Rogers said “I ike 


s About this com- 
id It 


DISTRICT 1 

Projected finish: 1. Pampa; 2. Hereford; 3. 
Borger; 4. Canyon Randall; 5. Dumas; 6. Amarillo 
Caprock. 

‘Top offensive players: QB Daniel Esparza, 
Caprock, 5-10, 175; QB Brandon Barker, Randall, 6-1, 
180 (A-D); G Garrett Scribner, Pampa, 6-0, 195 (2nd A- 
D); G Chris Pierce, Borger; 6-2, 250; G Colby Turner, 
Borger, 6-2, 180; G Mike Lacy, Caprock 5-10, 180; 
Chris Whitney, Pampa, 6-4, 275 (A-D);T Troy Reeves, 
Pampa, 6-4, 235 (2nd A-D); T Bugene Velasquez, 
Caprock, 6-0, 210; T Matt Taft, Caprock, 5-10, 
Ramiro Garza, Hereford, 5-10, 155 (2nd A-D); 


Kemp, Borger, 5-8, 150; RB Trayis Sims, Randal, 6 
190 (2nd A-D); TB Johnny Martinez, Caprock, 58, 150; 
SE Gregg Moore, Pampa, 5-11, 160; FL Mark Hampton, 
Pampa, 5-10, 175; TE Presley McMahon, Borger, 6-0, 250 

ser, Caprock, 5-10, 175, 
players: E Daniel Wright, Borger, 
6-0, 175; E Jared Morton, Dumas, 6-2, 200 (2nd A-D); T 
0; T Scott Garcia, Caprock, 
Pampa, 6-3, 210 (A-D); LB 
Jason Johnson, Pampa, 6-3, 210 (2nd A-D); LB Darrin 
‘Wyatt, Pampa, 5-9, 180; LB Eric Sims, Hereford, 6-2, 
195 (2nd A-D); LB Richard Wellesley, Borger, 5-9, 170; 
LB Ryan Hazlewood, Caprock, 5-10, 185; DB Rudy 
Rangel, Borger, 58, 155; CB Matt Garvin, Pampa, 6-1, 
190; CB "yler Kendall, Pampa, 6-1, 190; SS Dave Davis, 
Pampa, 6-0, 190 (A-D); DB Richard Sanderson, Hereford, 
5-10, 165 (A-D); DB Kevin Stout, Caprock, 5-9, 150; DB 
Steve Atchley, Caprock, 5-8, 160, and DB Bobby Hicks, 
Caprock, 6. 


Two-way standouts: OG-DT Kurt West, Pampa, 
5-8, 205 (A-D on defense); FB-LB Paul Burkhalter, 
Borger, 5-10, 205; OT-DT Cedric Dickson, Borger, 5-10, 
250; WR-DB Joey Stuebgen, Borger, 5-8, 150 (2nd A-D 
‘on defense); OT-DT Tyrone Williams, Borger, 6-0, 255; 
and OG-DT Matt Clark, Pampa, 6-1, 240 (A-D on of- 
fense), 

Outlook; Hereford’s reign ended with the emer- 
gence of Pampa, which posted a school-best 11-3 record, 
‘The Fighting Harvesters, armed with 15 returning 
starters, could better last year’s quarterfinal appearance. 

. Hereford figures to return to the playofts while 
Canyon Randall (6-5) will try to avoid its up-and-down 
trend, The Raiders were winless two years ago in only 
the school's third year of varsity action, ... Borger (3-7) 
figures to have its best team in four years with 15, 
starters back, but the Bulldogs must find a quarterback, 
«Amarillo Caprock (0-10) postponed Coach Preston 
Smith (99-36-4) hitting the century mark, but with 14 
starters returning, the Longhorns should give Smith No. 
100 early. Dumas, which hasn't been to the playoffs 
since 1973, was respectable last year, but will be rebuild- 


What they're saying: “Based on the number of 
returning starters; the competition is keen and any of 
the top ive could win i” Pampa coach Dennis Cavalier 

id, ... “Pampa returns a wealth of All- 
and defensive linemen; Hereford (has) 
ind size in (the) offensive and defensive 
Tines; Dumas is strong on defense; Borger is a sleeper, 
depending on mental attitude; and Randall (has) great 
skill people,” Borger coach Stocky Lamberson said. 

DISTRICT 2 

Projected finish: 1. Plainview; 2. Lubbock 
Estacado; 3. Snyder; 4. Frenship; 5. Levelland; 6, 
Lamesa. 

‘Top offensive payers: FB Waylon Hartson, 
Snyder, 5-10, 185; FB Damian Nails, Plainvie 
TB Kevin Polk, Plainview, 5-11, 185; WB Michael Fie 
Snyder, 5-10, 170; SE Jason McAden, Snyider, 5-1 
QB Matt Cave, Snyder, 6-0, 165; QB Scott Parr, 
Plainview, 5-8, 180; C Brian Likey, Snyder, 6:3, 200; C 
Freddy Tackett, Plainview, 6-0, 210; G Stacy Ward, 


10, 180 (A-D); T Todd Inglehart, Snyder, 6-0, 210 (A- 
NG Bradley Williams, Snyder, 5-10, 180; LB Cleat Bell, 
Plainview, 5-8, 175; LB Tommy Gomez, Plainview, 5-8, 

'80; LB Jemery Collins, Plainview, 6-0, 185; LB Ricky 
, Snyder, 5-10, 180; LB Jami Fitzgerald, et 
idley, Plainview, 00 0; DB 
Tory Bryant, Plainview, 5-11, 170; and DB Phillip 
‘Thomas, Plainview, 5-10, 170. 

‘Two-way standouts: LB-OG Charlie Richardson, 
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Snyder, 6-0, 200 (A-D at LB). 

Outlook: The Plainview Bulldogs (2-7) drop 
down a classification and should make the playofs, as 
they dd two years ago in 5A, Coach Steve Parr (29-36-4) 
returns 16 starters and 30 lettermen, ... Snyder (7-4) and 
Estacado (10-2) will give Plainview a test. Snyder Coach 
David Baugh (73-56-6) has turned the Tigers fortunes 
around and that should continue with 11 starters back. 
~~ Levelland has had three straight 500 or better sea- 
sons. Coach Buster Leaf (91-29-2) could get is 100th 
victory this yer... Lamesa dipped last year, its second in 
4A 


DISTRICT 3 

Projected finish: 1, Sweetwater; 2. Andrews; 3. 
Big Spring; 4, Monahans; 5. Fort Stockton; 6. Pecos; 7. 
San Angelo Lakeview, 

‘Top offensive players: QB Rusty McDonald, 
Monahans, 5-7, 150; QB Shawn Beeles, Ft, Stockton, 5- 
10, 145 (2nd A-D); RB James Kennedy, Lakeview, 5-6, 
152; RB Chris Hines, Sweetwater, 5-10, 185 (unanimous 
A-D); RB James Moore, Sweetwater, 5-11, 175 (2nd A-D); 
SE Rolando Martinez, Andrews, 5-10, 210; TE Oscar 
Cervantes, Big Spring, 6-1, 180 (unanimous A-D, 38.2 
yard per punt); TE Brian Gibson, Pecos, 6-1, 210 (2nd A- 
D); SE Pat Martinez, Big Spring, 6-0, 170; WR Shane 
Velasquez, Ft. Stockton, 5-5, 135 (2nd A-1 
Stephens, Sweetwater, 5-10, 235 (2nd A-D); T David 
Gerhart, Sweetwater, 6-2, 240 (2nd A-D); and TTL. 
Rogers, Big Spring, 5-10, 190. 

Top defensive playe 
Lakeview, 5-10, 234 (2nd A-D); T Armando Portillo, 
Monahans, 5-11, 220 (A-D); T Danny Kuykendall, 
Andrews, 6-0, 205 (2nd A-D); T Monty Lindsey, Big 
Spring, 6-2, 252 (2nd A-D); B Sal Trevino, Big Spring, 6- 
0, 210 (A-D); E Jay Sawyer, Andrews, 6-0, 178 (2nd A-D); 
NG Steven Bredemeyer, Sweetwater, 6-2, 220; LB Les 
Williams, Lakeview, 6-1, 179 (team’s leading tackler); LB 
Martin Morales, Monahans, 5-7, 160; LB Dominque 
‘Tellez, Pecos, 5-8, 155 (2nd A-D); LB Toby Stephens, 
Sweetwater, 6-2, 200 (A-D); LB Wes Whitehead, 
Lakeview, 6-2, 182; LB Eric Langehennig, Andrews, 6-0, 
178 (2nd A-D); CB Stacey Martin, Big Spring, 5-10, 180 
(2nd A-D); DB Tony Levario, Pecos, 5-7, 140 (2nd A-D); 
DB Earl Clark, Monahans, 5-7, 160; and FS Brandon 
Stephens, Lakeview, 6-3, 186. 

‘Two-way standouts: FB-LB Derrick Steen, 
Lakeview, 6-1, 216; OL-DL Gabriel Irigoyen, Fort 
Stockton, 5-11, 225 (2nd A-D both ways); and TB-DB 
Lamon Myers, Monahans, 5-7, 150 (2nd A-D on defense), 

Outlook: Sweetwater’s one-year absence from 
the playoffs was short-lived. Coach Tom Ritchey (58-14) 
took the Mustangs (12-2) to the semifinals and that 
trend should continue, even though only six starters re- 
turn... Andrews (8-3) returns only four starters, but 
veteran coach WT. Stapler (186-56-5) has the kickers in 
Langehenning, who was eight of eight on field goals and 
punter Josh Lujan, who averaged 37.0 yards. ... Former 
Baylor assistant Bill Hicks had a tough time at Lakeview 
last year, posting an 0-10 mark, It was the school's sixth. 
straight losing season. ... Monahans (8-2) was solid last 
year, but Coach Bren Holland (81-27) has only five re- 
turning starters... Big Spring (8-2) was another team 
that just missed the playoffs, but Steer coach Dwight 
Butler has only six starters and 12 lettermen back. ... 
Fort Stockton has steadily improved in the last three 
years and that should continue... Sweetwater's Moore 
averaged 28.3 yards per kickoff return. 

What they’re saying: “Sweetwater has three 
blue chip athletes back and an abundance of speed and 
strength,” Butler said... “Sweetwater has excellent 
speed, as does Big Spring,” Hicks said. “Andrews and 
Monahans (are) consistent (on) offense and defense.” 


DISTRICT 4 


David Mohler, 


Wichita Falls; 2. 


Burkburnett; 3. Port Worth Boswell; 4. Azle; 5. Wichita 
Falls Hirschi; 6, Justin Northwest, 

‘Top offensive players: QB Demetrius Barry, 
Wichita Falls, 5-11, 175 (2nd A-D); QB Jay LaFlair, Azle, 
5-9, 170 (2nd A-D); WR Jamie Ford, Wichita Falls, 6-2, 
180 (2nd A-D); SE Joey Anderson, Hirschi, 5-11, 16 
WB Billy Homer, Hirschi, 5-8, 140 (13 catches-176 
yards); G Greg Deaton, Justin, 6-1, 235; G Brad 
Glasscock, Burkburnett, 6-0, 190; G Sean Jurney, Justin, 
6-1, 215 (2nd A-D); G Jeff Scarlott, Wichita Falls, 5-10, 
5 }; G Eddie Potter, Burkburnett, 6-3, 270 


(A-D); RB Skip Hicks, Burkburnett, 6-0, 215 (unanimous 
A-D, 1,196 yards rushing last year, 1,353 two years ago); 
RB Ben White, Wichita Falls, 5-9, 190 (2nd A-D); RB 
Btoye Brigham, Wichita Falls, 5-9, 185 (unanimous A- 
D); RB Jason Hoke, Justin, 6-0, 175 (440 yards rushing); 
RB George Greer, Hirshi, 5-10, 180; and FB Wade Young, 
Justin, 5-11, 190 (2nd A-D, 750 yards rushing). 

Top defensive players: E Julius Fells, Wichita 
Falls, 5-11, 225 (unanimous A-D); E Tommy Callahan, 
Burkburnett, 5-11, 200; T Earle Wood, Burkburnett, 5-9, 
220; 7 Richie Leonard, Hirschi, 5-11, 215; NG Todd 
Burton, Hirschi, 6-0, 220; LB Antonio Feagins, Wichita 
Falls, 6-2, 215 (A-D); LB Shea Read, Justin, 6-0, 190; LB 
Brian Invin, Justin, 5-11, 170; CB Rick Young, Justin, 5- 
7, 135; SS Scott Kennedy, Justin, 5-8, 170; CB Danny 
Williams, Burkburnett, 5-10, 175; FS Brian Miller, 
Justin, 6-2, 175; and DB Robert Navarro, Hirschi, 5-4, 
130 (2nd A-D). 

‘Two-way standouts: OT-DE Jeff Bowles, Wichita 
Falls, 6-2, 240 (unanimous A-D on offense, 2nd A-D on 
defense); OT-DE Jeremy Gilbertson, Burkburnett, 6-1, 
200; QB-DB Michael Wright, Hirschi, 5-10, 160 (350 
yards passing); FB-LB Michael Martinez, Hirschi, 5-8, 
150; OF-DT Michael Washington, Hirschi, 6-1, 290 (A-D 
on offense). 

Outlook: Things got tougher with the addition 
of Fort Worth Boswell (8-4), taking the place of Mineral 
Wells. The Pioneers might find it hard to make the play- 
offs in their new district with Wichita Falls (7-4) and 
Burkburnett (8-3). ... The Bulldogs of Burkburnett are 
trying for their third straight playoff trip and could get it 
with Hicks running behind a veteran line. ... Wichita 
High coach Joe Cluley (73-36-2) took the Coyotes to the 
playoffs in their second year in 4A and should return 
with eight All-District players returning. ... Hirschi’s 10 
straight playoff tris ended last year with a 2-8 effort, but 
Coach Bobby Page (56-26-1) has 15 starters back for a 
return trip. ... Justin (3-7) has 11 starters back to turn 
things, including RB Hoke, who averaged 25.7 yards per 
kickoff return. 

What they're saying: “Wichita Falls has proba- 
bly the most returning starters as well as All-District 
players,” Burkburnett coach Jerry Watson said, “The rest 
\will be a dogfight for second with most anyone having a 
shot at it.” 

DISTRICT 6 

Projected finish: 1. Stephenville; 2, Brownwood; 
3. Fort Worth Brewer; 4. Grandbury; 5, Mineral Wells; 6. 
Joshua. 

‘Top offensive players: QB Brandon Stewart, 
Stephenville, 6-2, 200 (2nd A-D); C John Donnelly, 
Joshua, 6-0, 215; T Wade Turner, Mineral Wells, 6-0, 27 
‘T Sam Hall, Stephenville, 5-10, 200 (2nd A-D); T Tracy 
McCloud, Mineral Wells, 5-7, 205; T Mark. Honeycutt, 
Joshua, 6-3, 255; WR Jason Jones, Stephenville, 5-9, 155; 
‘TE Deanny Skinner, Joshua, 6-1, 235; RB Ben Glenn, 
Granbury, 5-10, 180; TB Willie Clayton, Mineral Wells, 5- 
10, 175; RB Mark Blackburn, Stephenville, 5-8, 170 (350 
yards rushing); RB Brandon Uzzell, Granbury, 5-10, 175; 
SE Cody Gentry, Granbury, 5-9, 185; FL Shannon 
Mitchell, Granbury, 5-9, 170; WR Jason Jones, 
Stephenville, 5-9, 155; WR Kevin Craig, Mineral Wells, 
5-11, 155; and WR Jason Breisch, Mineral Wells, 5-11, 
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155, 

‘Two-way standouts: RB-DE Chris Morgan, 
Joshua, 5-10, 175; OG-LB Brad Tincher, Mineral Wells, 
6-2, 225 (2nd A-D on defense); QB-DB Xavier Harvey, 
Mineral Wells, 5-10, 170; OG-LB Frank Newsom, 
Granbury, 5-9, 175; OT-NG Chase Spradley, Granbury, 6- 
0,215; and OT-LB Brandon Raulston, Granbury, 6-1, 

‘Top defensive players: E Toby Albin, Mineral 
Wells, 6-1, 175; E Joe Geis, Joshua, 6-0, 185; E Billy 
Luna, Stephenville, 6-0, 200 (2nd A-D); T Armando 
Rodriquez, Granbury, 6-2, 265; LB Shane Freels, 
Stephenvil 185 (2nd A-D); LB Davis McMinn, 
Mineral Wells, 6-2, 70; LB Wesley Acker, Joshua, 6-0, 
190; LB Bob Hodges, Stephenville, 5-10, 205 (2nd A-D); 
LB Stephen Bethea, Stephenville, 6-1, 195 (2nd A-D); 
and DB Rowdy Riddle, Granbury, 5-9, 175. 

Outlook: This district lost Everman and 
Crowley and gained Fort Worth Brewer and Mineral 
Wells in what was almost an even tradeoff, Matter of fact, 
Everman (7-4-2) tied Brewer (8-1-2) in bidistrict with 
Everman advancing on penetration i 
3) is the team to beat. Coach Art Briles (70-22. 
made the Yellowjackets one the region's powerful pro- 
‘rams, .. The Brownwood Lions saw their string of six 
playoff trips end, but should battle Brewer for second. ... 
Grandbury (0-10) continues to find it tough in 4A, but 
11 starters could place the Pirates in the first division. ... 
‘Mineral Wells was another 0-10 team last year, but like 
Grandbury, returns 1 starters... Joshua (2-8) expects 
to be better because of its line and defense. 

What they're saying: “Brownwood, Stephenville 
and Brewer all are consistent playoff teams,” Mineral 
Wells coach Phil Blue said. “The rest of us are second 
echelon and improving.” 

DISTRICT 7 

Abye, 

DISTRICT 8 

1. Fort Worth Eastern Hills; 2. Arlington 
Heights; 3, Carter-Riverside; 4. North Side; 5. 
Polytechnic; 6, Diamond Hill. 

Top offensive players: RB Walter Zachary, 
Arlington Heights, 5-6, 170 (715 yards rushing); WR 
Gerritt Schuller, Arlington Heights, 5-11, 160 (12 catch- 
yards); and G Benton Cantey, Arlington Heights, 


“Top defensive players: LB Brad Schneider, 
Arlington Heights, 5-11, 185 (27 tackles); LB Rick 
Cashen, Arlington Heights, 5, 180 (38 tackles); SS 
Morcellus Hill, Arlington Heights, 6-0, 175 (55 tackles, 
4 interceptions); FS Carlton McLain, Arlington Heights, 
5-10, 170 (61 tackles). 

Outlook: Tivo teams are going to have remark- 
able turnaround seasons, considering these six teams 
combined for just nine victories last yer. Don't forget, 
this district’ playoff teams receive a first-round bye, 
Eastern Hills (2-7), just down from 5A has the edg 
numbers... Diamond Hill 2-18) had tough sledding in 
3A the last two years... Carter-Riverside (1-8), Arlington 
Heights (2-7), North Side (I-8) and Polytechnic (1-9) 
complete a wide-open race... Arlington Heights, with 
14 starters back, could end an 11-year playoff drought. 

REGION II 

DISTRICT 9 

1, Denison; 2, McKinney; 3. Highland Park; 4. 
Coppell; 5. Greenville; 6, Naaman Forest. 

Top offensive players: QB Chad Polk, Coppell, 6- 
6, 180; T Dan Dobson, Denison, 6-4, 225 (2nd A-D); T 
Brandon Lopez, Highland Park, 6-6, 230; C David Wats, 
McKinney, 6-1, 220 (A-D); C Patrick Kircher, Denison, 6- 
2, 210; G Justin Buchanan, Denison, 5-10, 215; G Scott 
Trulock, Highland Park, 6-1, 210; TE Rick Wittenbraker, 
Highland Park, 6-2, 200 (2nd A-D); TE Travis Moore, 
Coppell, 6-1, 180; RB Deone Marshall, Denison, 5-11, 
175 (unanimous A-D); RB Tyron Hollins, McKinney, 5- 
10, 200; RB Steve Gutierrez, Coppell, 6-1, 160; FB 
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Danny Nemesek, Coppell, 5-10, 160; and RB Brent 
Springfield, Denison, 5-9, 
Top defensive layers: Mel Buckner, 

Denison, 6 rian Black, Highland Park, 
5-10, 200; ithe er, etl Park, 5-10, 2005 7 
Taurus Rucker, Denison, (AD); LB Mike 
Ladusau, Coppell, 6-1, 17 AB Vane Tare, Coppell, 6- 
(0,200; LB Brian McCall, Coppell, 6-1, 190; LB Matt 
i LB Stayton Wright, 

CB Shad Criss, Denison, 

ison, 59, 


165 (A-D); CB Mae Hill, Coppell, 5-11, 150; $ Vi 
Burk, Cappel 6-0, 160 and James Hunter, Denison, 
5.6, 165, 

‘Two-way standouts: TE-DE Chad Alexander, 
Coppell, 6-2, 220 and OT-DT Lance James, Coppell, 6-0, 

Outlook: Denison, the dominant team in this 
district for almost a decade, will try to keep things going 
with first-year coach Bob Brovin (100-673). The Yellow 
Jackets return 12 starters from a 7-5 squad... Highland 
Park (8-2-1) and McKinney (10-3) make this a top-heavy 
district... Coppell (2-7-1), Naaman Forest (4-6) and 
Greerwille (2-8) will ind it tough to crack the frst divi- 
sion. Ths will be Coppell’ third year in 4A and Forests 
third year to field a varsity team. ., Highland Park, 
Greenville and Naaman Forest were in 12-4A last year. 

DISTRICT 10 

Projected finish: 1. Wilmer-Hutchins;2. 
Rockwall 3. Mesquite Poteet; 4. Terrell: 5. Lancaster; 6. 
West Mesquite. 

Top offensive players: QB Gary Nixon, Poteet, 5- 
9, 160 (647 yards rushing, 11 TDs, 405 ya 
TE Dameon Smith, Wier Hutchins 
Glenn Taylor, Poteet, 
8,225; G Mike Crawford, Pot 6-1, 230; 

Rigney, Poteet, 5-8, 160 (A-D); and RB Cedric Cromer, 
Rockall, 5-11, 195 (1,201 yards rushing in regular sea- 
son, unanimous A-D).. 

‘Top defensive players: E Richard Wimbley, 
Terrell, 62, 250 (A-D); LB Charis Castillo, Poteet, 6-0, 
205; LB Dan Smith, Poteet, 5-1, 200; and T Kewon 
Benson, Poteet, 5-11, 235 (A-D). 

‘Two-way standout: TE-LB Russell Peevy, Poteet, 
6-2, 245 (A-D on offense, 2nd A-D on defense, 81 tackles, 
seven sacks). 

Outlook: Wilmer-Hutchins (8-2) didn't get to 
defend its state championship, because ofan ineligible 
player, but the Eagles should bounce back. .. Poteet (7- 
3) could make the playofs in only the Pirates’ third year 
of varsity competition, .. Lancaster (7-4) benefited from 
Wilmer-Hutchins’ plight last yea, giving the Tigers 
three straight winning seasons. .. West Mesquite (6-4) is 
another team looking for its frst playoff appearance... 
The Terrell Tigers (6-4) give this district six teams with 
records over 500 last year. 

DISTRICT 11 

Outlook: 1. Dallas Samuel; 2, A.M, Smith; 
Dallas Lincoln; 4. Seagoville; 5. 

Adamson, 

Top offensive players: QB Emmete Jones, 

5-11, 180 (604 yards 
Forge, Lincoln, 6-2, 245 (A-D); G Be 
Adamson, 61,240 UD) and TE Gary Lewis, Seagull, 
6-1, 190 (A-D). 

Top defensive players: E Andre Salter, Lincoln, 
6-1, 180 (A-D); CB Anthony Rowan, AM. Smith, 6-0, 
180; and T Alton McMurry, Seagoville, 5-8, 175 (A-D). 

Outlook: Last year’s league winner, South Oak 
Cliff, moved up to 5A. Dallas Samuel dropped down to 
take the Bears’ place... This should be an even race, 
Smith (6-6), last year’s other playoff team, needed a coin 
Ap over Lincoln (6-4) and Seagoville (6-5) to reach the 
playoffs in only the Falcons’ second year of v 
tion... The Seagoville Dragons bounced back from an 0- 
9 season, «« Madison (2-8) had its three-year playoff run 


Seagovil 


interrupted, .. Adamson (1-9) scored but 57 points, 
while allowing 387. 

DISTRICT 12 

Outlook: 1. Dallas Roosevelt; 2. Dallas Hilleres; 
3. Dallas WL White; 4, Dallas Pinkston; 5. Dallas 
Woodrow Wilson; 6, Dallas Thomas Jefierson. 

‘Top offensive players: C Adam Scott, Roosevelt, 
05; G James Henry, Roosevelt, 60,245; G Kendron 
Diggs, Roosevelt, 6-1, 247 2nd A-D); 
Hillcrest, 5-10, 210; G Ryan Kricken, White, 6:2, 235; 
Corey Allen, Roosevelt, 6-0, 235 (2nd A-D); T Dedrick 
Dixon, Hillcrest, -1, 270; RB Paul Brown, Hillcrest, 5-9, 
165 (368 yards rushing); RB Charles Middleton, 
Roosevelt, 5-9, 190 (1,486 yards rushing, 14 TDs, A-D); 
FB Jordan Clark, Hilleres, 6-1, 220 (6.6 yards per carry); 
RB Jerome Haliburton, Roosevelt, 5-10, 175 (495 yards 
rushing); WR Rickey Crawiord, Roosevelt, 63, 200 (42 
catches-518 yards, A-D); SE Scott Snelgrove, White, 5-9, 
170; and WR Michael Williams, Roosevelt, 6-0, 190 (27 
catches-287 yards, 2nd A-D). 

‘Top defensive players: E Ramone Lee, White, 6- 

0, 200; E Clarence Wallace, Roosevelt, 6-4, 215 (12 sacks, 
59 tackles, AD); E Comelious Brown, Hillerest, 5-10, 

E Brenton 


-1, 247 (61 tackles); LB Chike 
6-2, 195 (A-D); CB Denard Wilson, 

Hillerest, 6-2, 180 (2nd A-D, three interceptions); DB 

Edward Randolph, Roosvelt, 6-1, 185 (nine intercep- 

tions, 25 tackles, A-D); $ Kelly Kernodle, White, 5-11, 

180; 8S Jeff Nubin, Hillerest, 5-11, 175 (2nd A-D); and 

DB Mark Brown, Roosevelt, 5-9, 175 (18 tackles). 

‘Two-way standouts: SB-DB Tim Sanders, White, 
5-10, 170 (A-D on defense); RB-CB Michael Martin, 
White, 6-2, 200 (Alls 
ing); and C-NG Steven Wayne, Hillerest, 
AD on defense). 

Outlook: Roosevelt has been 17-9 in the last 
two years since dropping down, and Coach Willie E 
Dearion (69-38-5) has another sold entry with 13 
starters back from a team that lost to Carthage (17-14). 
.» White (73) has put together two solid seasons since 
dropping from 5A and Coach Billy Chapman (153-66-7) 
should see that trend continue... Hillcrest (6-4) and 
Wilson (6-5) should make things interesting, Hillcrest 
has nine starters back and will be very competitive... 
Pinkston (4-6) could only win once in district last year, 
that against Jefferson (0-10). 

DISTRICT 13 

Projected finish: 1. Waxahachie; 2, Everman; 3. 
Ennis; 4. Cedar Hill;5. Midlothian; 6. Red Oak. 

“Top offensive players: QB Lamont Moore, 
Waxahachie, 60, 185 (1,000 yards rushing, nine TDs); 
QB Bryan Hantes, Red Oak, 6-2, 175; QB Jason 
Mulroney, Cedar Hill, 6-0, 184 (560 yards passing); QB 
Eric Johnson, Everman, 6-1, 170 (480 yards rushing); 
WR Robert Horn, Midlothian, 5-9, 165 (A-D); T Jason 
Miller, Cedar Hill, 6-1, 290; T Coy Chambers, Red Oak, 
6:3, 193 (2nd A-D);T Ricky Evans, Red Oak, 6-0, 
(2nd A-D); T Joe Garber, Waxahachie, 6-0, 290 (unani- 
mous A-D); G Jeffree Fincher, Cedar Hill, 

Bhan gig Red Oa 5 

Hill, 5-9, 200; RB Damien Witherspoon, Red Oak, 6-1, 
206 (2nd A-D, 600 yards rushing); RB Fred Starling, 
Berman, 5.1, 180 (1009 yard ating AD) RB 
Estebanon Barnes, Everman, 5-11, ards rush- 
ing}; WB Bryan Yokeley, Daan 
Blanchard, Cedar Hill, 6-0, 184 (539 yards rushing); RB 
Sammie Overton, Waxahachie, 5-9, 180 (1,100 yards 
rushing, A-D); TE Anthony Love, Everman, 5-7, 175; WR 
Chad Miles, Red Oak, 5-10, 160; WR Matt Russell, Cedar 

5-11, 191; and WR Spike Mosman, Red Oak, 5-10, 


160, 


‘Top defensive players: E Jeremy Crawford, 
Cedar Hill, 6-2, 221; E Cace Lawless, Red Oak, 5-11, 176; 
NG Earl Fuller, Everman, 6-0, 170 (A-D);'T Marc Brodt, 


Red Oak, 5-11, 200; LB Terrance Wilburn, Everman, 5- 
10, 190 (A-D); LB Aaron Choice, Everman, 6-0, 190 (A- 
DJ; LB Todd Wilson, Red Oak, 5-11, 180 2nd A-D); LB 
Eric Farrar, Waxahachie, 5-10, 195: FS Jeremy Winbush, 
Red Oak, 6-1, 150; CB Cedric Elis, Everman, 5-11, 150 
(A-D);$ Chris Hollis, Cedar Hill, 5-7, 152; SS Barry 
Browning, Everman, 5-9, 180; $ Jamie Hansen, Cedar 
Hill, 5-7, 152. 

‘Two-way standouts: SE-CB Aaron Comer, Cedar 
Hill, 5-5, 140 and C-E Greg Pena, Red Oak, 6-0, 166 (A-D. 
on offense, 2nd A-D on defense). 

Outlook: The Indians of Waxahachie (11-2) have 
things rolling under Coach Scott Phillips (122-24-4) 
with back-to-back quarterfinal trips, but have only six 
starters back... This district lost powerful Wilmer- 
Hutchins in realignment, but gains improving Everman 
(7-4-2), which has 11 starters back, five of them All- 
District players, four on defense, The Bulldogs are short 
in the lines, .. Cedar Hill (3-6-1) has 11 starters back 
with quickness, But must find a quarterback and sec- 
ondary help. .. Red Oak (1-19) could be ready to turn 
things around under second-year coach David 
Kuykendall with 15 starters back, sold leadership, a 
good running game and favorable schedule... 
Midlothian (7-3) and Ennis (6-4-1) will challenge for a 
playoff spot. 

‘What they’re saying: “Waxahachie will continue 
to dominate; Everman will use its playoff experience to 
vault into atop spot in a new district; and Ennis will be 
tough with a new coach and some great talent,” 
Kuykendall said. “Any ofthe six teams could be a play- 
off team,” Cedar Hill coach Gary Comer said. “The 
coaching is excellent and the talent is as good as any- 
where.” 

DISTRICT 14 

Projected finish 1, Texas High; 2, Pavis;3. 
Sulphur Springs; 4. Mount Pleasant; 5. Liberty-Eylau; 6. 
North Lamar. 

‘Top offensive players: T Clifford Lee, Texas 
High, 6-2, 235; T Byron Smith, Liberty-Eylau, 5-11, 185: 
T Kevin Woodrof, Paris, 6-3, 235 (A-D); G Oliver Nelson, 
Texas High, 5-11, 210 (3nd A-D); SE Derrick Henley, 
Sulphur Springs, 6-0, 180 (2nd A-D); TE Billy Reader, 
Texas High, 6-5, 240 (unanimous A-D); TE Kacy Jones, 
Paris, 6-3, 235 (Sophomore-of-the-Year); TE Jason 
Wright, Sulphur Springs, 6-2, 210 (2nd A-D); FB Robert 
Skinner, Texas High, 5-10, 210 (800 yards rushing, A-D); 
FB Bryan Harman, Pars, 5-10, 180 (1,088 yards rushing, 
District's Co-Offensive Player-of-the-Year); RB Keldrick 
Wiliams, bert El 5-10, 181 (1200 yards rushing, 
Co-Offensive Player-of-the-Vear); TB Mario Thomas, 
Sulphur Springs, 6-1, 180; WB Tere Hill, Pars, 5-6, 
145 (unanimous A-D); WB Shane Mize, Sulphur 
Springs, 6-0, 180 2nd A-D); QB Michael Jackson, Texas 
High, 6-3, 200 (1,200 offensive yards, 2nd A-D); QB 
Broderick Bart, Paris, 5-9, 165; and RB T 
High, 5-10, 160 (1,000 yards rushing). 

Top defensive players: E Dwellon Griffin, 
Liberty-Eylau, 5-10, 187; NG Louis Bowerman, North 
Lamar, 5-10, 195 2nd A-D); NG Jerome Martin, Liberty- 
Eylau, 5-11, 240 (2nd A-D);'T Bill Ki 
T Chris Akins, Pars, 6-3, 290 (Sophomore-of-the-Year); 
LB Jerry Reavis, North Lamar, 5-11, 165 (2nd A-D); LB 
DeVonne Williams, Texas High, 6-0, 200 (100 tackles, A 
D); LB Stephen Hohenberger, North Lamar, 6-1, 194 (A- 
D);LB Will Block, Liberty-Eylau, 5-8, 173 (2nd A-D); CB 
Marcus Winn, Texas High, 62, 180; CB Cory Young, 
Sulphur Springs, 5-0, 170 (4 tackles, 2nd AD); 
Lance Larry, Sulphur Springs, 59, 165 (48 tackles, two- 
time A-D); DB Robby Hampton, Mt. Pleasant, 63, 180 
(unanimous A-D); and DB Vernon Milton, Paris, 5-10, 
165 (unanimous A-D). 

‘Two-way standouts: QB-S$ Damiyon Bell, 
Sulphur Springs, 6-0, 180 (Districts MVP, All-State on 
defense with 81 tackles) and TB-LB Monte Wallace, 
Paris, 6-1, 205 (600 yards rushing, unanimous A-D on 
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offense), 

Outlook: Sulphur Springs (10-1) was No. 1 in 
the state until a 17-13 bidistrict loss to Kilgore. Now 
Wildcat coach James Cameron (172-73-8) will have to 
rebuild with eight starters. ... This could be Texas pet: 
best team in 4A and first playoff victory in a decade... 

Paris (7-3) hasn't been to the playoffs since winning 
state in 1988, but that could end with 15 starters back, 
seven of them All-District performers. ... Liberty-Eylau 
(4-6) hasn't been to the playofis since 1975 and the 
Leopards return only five starters. ... Mt. Pleasant (4-6) 
had a come down from its quarterfinal appearance of 
‘orth Lamar is coming off back-to-back 1-9 

id scored but 57 points last year. 

‘What they're saying: “I look for the district race 
to be a two-team affair with Texas High and Paris,” 
Cameron said. “They both had outstanding teams last 
year and return most of their teams. However, I feel 
Liberty-Eylau, which beat Texas High in the last game of 
the regular season in 91, will be strong due to the best 
runner in perhaps all of Class 4A in Cedric Weatherall.”. 
«» Texas High coach Royce Thornton said his Tigers have 
reat skill people with great team speed, but will have to 
play several both ways; he said Sulphur Springs, which 
had an unbeaten JV team, will be tough; while Paris is a 
team to watch. 

DISTRICT 15 

Projected finish: 1. Carthas 
Henderson; 4. Hallsville; 5. Lindal 
‘Tree. 


2. Kilgore; 3, 
Longview Pine 


Top offensive players: QB Joey Blissett, 
Carthage, 6-2, 170 (District MVP-2,000 yards passing, 25 
TDs); QB Tim McLaughlin, Kilgore, 6-1, 160; G Brad 
‘Thompson, Carthage, 6-3, 310 (2nd A-D); T Ed Neuman, 
Henderson, 6-4, 260; T Lynn Burlison, Carthage, 6-3, 
270; T Shannon Thompson, Kilgore, 6-2, 210; G Larry 
Lilly, Kilgore, 6-1, 210 (2nd A-D); G Brad Mims, 
Henderson, 5-11, 190; TE Terence Sanders, Carthage, 5- 
9, 175; WR Nick Hall, Henderson, 6-3, 180 (A-D); WR 
Adrian Dudley, Henderson, 6-4, 190; WR Anthony Pope, 
Carthage, 6-4, 200 (79 catches-995 yards, All-State); WR 
Charles Westmoreland, Carthage, 6-2, 175 (37 catches- 
602 yards); FL Jason Sipes, Henderson, 5-8, 155 (2nd A- 
D); WR Patrick Cooper, Hallsville, 5-4, 145 (2nd A-D); 
WR Ricky Kincaid, Lindale, 6-1, 170 (30 catches-590 
yards, A-D); WR-TB Reginald Johnson, Lindale, 5-10, 
175; FB Reginald Jenkins, Lindale, 5-9, 185 (510 yards 
rushing); and FB Tory Smith, Henderson, 5-11, 185 
(Sophomore-of-the-Vear). 

TTop defensive players: E Purvis Sutton, 
Carthage, 6-1, 170; E Michael McNatt, Carthage, 6-1, 
185; E Deffrey Jackson, Kilgore, 5-11, 170; E Juan 
Richardson, Kilgore, 6-2, 195; E Andy Parker, Lindale, 6- 
0, 180; T Chaney Howeth, Henderson, 5-10, 240; T 
Bobby Roberson, Carthage, 6-1, 170; LB Wesley Gates, 
Carthage, 6-0, 175; LB Tyrus Gates, Henderson, 5-11, 
170 (A-D); LB Brady Mills, Henderson, 5-10, 180; LB 
Jayson Sears, Henderson, 5-10, 185; LB Brian Franklin, 
Kilgore, 6-0, 185 (A-D); LB Johnny Girardi, Lindale, 5- 
10, 175; FS Andre Johnson, Lindale, 5-10, 185; FS 
Michael Jones, Henderson, 6-0, 170 (3rd team All-State); 
CB Benny Colbert, Kilgore, 5-11, 180; DB Daniel Rowe, 
Hallsville, 5-8, 150 (A-D); CB Marcus Ross, Lindale, 5-9, 
175; CB Steven May, Lindale, 5-8, 165; FS Harry 
Herndon, Carthage, 5-11, 170; and SS Justin Berry, 
Lindale, 5-9, 170. 

‘Two-way standouts: WR-CB Brandon Craven, 
Kilgore, 5-11, 160 (2nd A-D on offense, A-D on defense); 
RB-FS Anthony Rossum, Kilgore, 6-0, 185 (2nd A-D on 
offense, A-D on defense); and OG-NG David McClung, 
Lindale, 5-10, 180. 

Outlook: Carthage, a sleeping giant in East 
‘Texas, put i all together last year under veteran coach 
Everett “Sleepy” Reynolds (139-74-9), stringing together 
15 straight wins before falling to AGM Consolidated. The 
Bulldogs should return to the playoffs with the great 


pass-and-catch duo of Blissett and Pope. ... Kilgore (6-5) 
turned things around after its 1-8 year in 1990, The 
Bulldogs have 11 starters back for second-year coach Bill 
Rhodes. ... Henderson (6-4) slipped a notch last year 
under veteran Coach Dennis Alexander (173-52-8), who 
has had nothing but winners at Daingerfield and 
Henderson. Things are again looking up for the Lions, 
which return 10 starters, half of them All-District play- 
ers, ... Lindale (5-5) had another solid year in its second 
year in 4A and the Eagles return 11 starters, but will be 
hard pressed to crack the talented first division. .. 
Hallsville (4-6) and Pine Tree (4-6) have hovered around 
500 in recent years, 

What they're saying: “Carthage and Kilgore 
hhave (the) most back, very talented,” Alexander said. “I 
think we have (a) chance to determine our own destiny, 
even though not quite as talented.”. ... “Kilgore and 
Carthage are loaded with talent — both could make a 
run ata state championship,” Lindale coach Ben Shipley 
said. “Henderson will be improved — toughest 4A dis- 
trict around in "92 

DISTRICT 16 

Outlook: 1. Corsicar Chapel Hill; 3, Athens; 
4. Jacksonville; 5. Palestine; 6. Whitehouse. 

Top offensive players: QB Scott Barrett, Athens, 
6-2, 190 (A-D); QB Chad Johnson, Chapel Hill, 6-0, 165 
(53 of 121 passing); QB Nathaniel Moran, Whitehouse, 
6-3, 190; QB Stacy Chambers, Corsicana, 6-1, 190 (30 of 
60 passing, eight TDs); QB Shane Bighorse, Jacksonville, 
5-10, 170 (1,550 yards passing); WR-RB-QB Ronnie 
Johnson, Chapel Hill, 5-10, 165 (A-D at RB); WR Chris 
Gilbert, Athens, 6-2, 185; RB Kyle Partorius, Athens, 5- 
10, 175; WB Chris Shelton, Palestine, 5-11, 210; T Jon 
Herring, Whitehouse, 6-3, 260; T Donnie Gruber, 
Jacksonville, 6-2, 250; T Jeremiah Wilson, Chapel Hill, 6- 
0, 220 (A-D); T Brad Brownlow, Palestine, 6-0, 235; 
Cory Williams, Athens, 6-1, C. Vickers, 
Whitehouse, 6-1, 215; C Tony. Moore, Palestine, 5- 
195; G Darrell Thompson, Corsicana, 5-11, 210; G 
Mickey French, Whitehouse, 6-1, 235; G Marcus Ford, 
Chapel Hill, 5-8, 215; TE Jaime Parsons, Chapel Hill, 6- 
2, 200; WR Lorne Simmons, Palestine, 5-8, 165 (A-D); 
WR Jeff Magness, Athens, 6-1, 180; WR Kenny Canady, 
Jacksonville, 5-7, 180 (830 yards receiving); and WR 
Daniel Moran, Whitehouse, 6-3, 170. 

Defensive standouts: E Jason Huffman, Athens, 
6-1, 220; E Jeremial Wilson, Chapel Hill, 6-0, 220; E 
Stacy Cummings, Jacksonville; T Kevin Lindsey, Athens, 
6-3, 270; T David Munsinger, Palestine, 5-9, 225; T 
Reggie Harkless, Chapel Hill, 5-11, 215; T Darron Baxter, 
Jacksonville; T Terrell Person, Corsicana, 6-2, 220 (A-D); 
NG John Avent, Corsicana, 6-1, 215; LB Gary Jessie, 
Corsicana, 5-11, 195; LB Richard Moseley, Jacksonville; 
LB Zac Pettiette, Palestine, 5-10, 175; LB B. Hoang, 
Athens, 5- ; LB Darrin Rossler, Whitehouse, 5-10, 
180; LB Curtis Raindle, Corsicana, 6-0, 190 (A-D); DB 
Wade Hendry, Athens, 5-11, 175; CB Byron Bradley, 
Corsicana, 5-9, 165; DB Prentice Taylor, Jacksonville 
(Sophomore-of-the-Year); DB Ricky Johnson, Chapel 
Hill, 5-8, 160; DB Terry Mills, Chapel Hill, 6-1, 160; DB 
Devon Pender, Chapel Hill, 6-1, 170; CB Michael 
Bankhead, Whitehouse, 5-9, 140; CB David Nance, 
Whitehouse, 5-10, 160; S Myron Smith, Corsicana, 6-2, 
195 (A-D); and DB Mike Pritchard, Athens, 5-10, 175. 

‘Two-way standouts: TE-DE Deon Toliver, 
Corsicana, 6-3, 220 (60 tackles); OT-DT Barron Tanner, 
Athens, 6-4, 290 (A-D on defense); RB-LB Tremaine 
‘Mack, Chapel Hill, 6-0, 185 (A-D on defense); RB-CB 
Tory Murray, Athens, 5-10, 190; and OG-DT Eric Fisher, 
Palestine, 5-11, 215. 

Outlook: Chapel Hill (10-2-2) and Corsicana (9- 
3-1) represented the district well last year, each losing 
tough decisions to AGM Consolidated... The Tigers of 
Corsicana under veteran Don Denbow (125-42-9) are 
gunning for a fifth straight playoff trip on the strength 
of seven defensive starters returning. ... The Bulldogs of 


U4 


Chapel Hill have 12 starters back for veteran coach 
Dickey Meeks (105-59-3), led by Mack and Chad 
Johnson, .. Athens (5-4-1) could regain the league title 
it lost last year, armed with 13 returning starters. ... 
Palestine (5-5) is coming off a solid effort, after a 1-19 
drought. ... Jacksonville (2-8) didn’t win a district game, 
but the Indians have a chance with Bighorse and 
dy, ... Whitehouse (6-4) continued its improvement 

the Wildcats will challenge for the first divi- 
sion. ... Last year, Corsicana (4-0-1) and Chapel Hill (3-0- 
2) were unbeaten in district. ... Ifit comes down toa 
‘kick, go with Chapel Hill, which is solid with Dennis 
Bland punting (40.2) and place-kicker Scott Harris (four 
field goals). 

REGION III 

District 17 

Projected finish: 1. AGM Consolidated; 2. 
‘Tomball; 3. Brenham; 4, Magnolia; 5. Navasota; 6. Waller. 

‘Top offensive players: QB Jeff Watson, AGMC, 6- 
1, 200 (961 yards rushing with 13 TDs, 146 of 328 pass- 
ing for 2,062 yards with 21 TDs and 11 interceptions; T 
Jon Chancellor, AGMC, 6-2, 235 (A-D); T John 
Bartkowiak, Brenham, 6-0, 210; T Craig Newmann, 
Brenham, 6-1, 240 (A-D); T Rod Jackson, Waller (2nd A~ 
D); T Dan Roark, A&MC, 6-1, 209 (2nd A-D); G Trason 
Maresh, Brenham, 6-5, 250 (A-D); FB Michael Mayberry, 
Brenham, 6-0, 212 (450 yards rushing); WB Aarion 
Jackson, Brenham, 5-11, 170; RB Stewart Albritton, 
Magnolia (2nd A-D); RB Delvin Howard, Tomball, 5-9, 
155 (2nd A-D); RB Calvin Curley, Navasota, 5-9, 205, 
(1,226 yards rushing, 16 TDs); SE Jeff Ligues, Brenham, 
5-1], 152 (20 catches-270 yards); and FL Rudy Majette, 
AG&MC, 6-2, 192 (25 catches-435 yards). 

Top defensive players: E Cliff Harris, A&MC, 6- 
0, 190 (A-D); E Cedric Smith, Tomball, 6-2, 256 (A-D); E 
Larry Robinson, Magnolia, 5-11, 70 (A-D); E Shane Ellis, 
Navasota, 6-0, 180 (47 tackles, A-D); T Robert Curbello, 
Magnolia (2nd A-D); T Tyrone Tolder, Waller (2nd A-D); 
T Paul Sodolak, Brenham, 6-1, 225 (A-D); T Kenneth 
Busse, Navasota, 6-2, 220 (61 tackles); T Ulric Roberson, 
Tomball, 6-0, 258 (A-D); T Johnny Scharb, A&MC, 6-2, 
230 (2nd A-D); NG Doug Preston, Brenham, 5-11, 1 
LB Shatner Gooden, AGMC, 5-7, 200 (2nd A-D); LB 
Taylor Shiflett, Navasota, 6-0, 180 (70 tackles); LB 
Michael Jackson, Brenham, 5-11, 205 (2nd.A-D); DB 
Remick Maxey, Navasota, 5-10, 160 (65 tackles); ‘CB 
Stevie Moore, Brenham, 5-11, 170 (2nd A-D); FS Rodney 
‘Wheatley, Tomball, 5-11, 160; FS Nick Eastman, AGMC, 
6-2, 190. 

“Two-way standout: RB-DB Dwight Kirkpatrick, 
‘Waller, 6-0, 220 (A-D on defense, 2nd A-D on offense), 

Outlook: A&M Consolidated (14-2) is not only 
the team to beat in 17-4A, but the state. Tiger coach 
Ross Rogers (100-29-2) has three of the state's best in 
Watson, Chancellor and Eastman. The Tigers also have 
an All-State kicker in Kyle Bryant (six field goals, 38.0 
punting average). The Tigers averaged 353.3 yards per 
‘game last year. ... Tomball (8-2), once the class of the dis- 
trict, saw its playoff string end at eight as Brenham (5-6) 
beat the Cougars in the regular-season finale... Tomball 
has only 10 lettermen back for veteran coach Lynn 
Etheredge. ... Brenham coach Ron Mills, who made the 
playoffs seven of 13 years at Bay City, has 10 starters 
back... Navasota, one of the state’s dominant 3A powers 
in the last decade, returns to 4A with its least experi- 
enced team in over a decade. Rattler coach Mike Dacus 
(37-15) has only four starters from from an 8-4 team. ... 
Waller (3-7) improved from its winless 1990 season, but 
the Bulldogs haven't had a winning season in five years. 
... James Pullen has made Magnolia (2-8) competitive, 
but has yet to beat Consol or Tomball, 


DISTRICT 18 
ish: 1. CE, King: 2, New Caney; 3. 


5, Oak Ridge; 6. Crosby. 
Top offensive players: QB Buster Elahee, Oak 
Ridge, 5-11, 170 (District MVP); QB Kirk Hall, New 
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Caney, 5-9, 165 (nine TDs passing); QB Damien Judge, 
Crosby, 5-10, 170 (211 yards passing); QB Wilson 
Batiste, CE. King, 6-0, 170; C Jason Richardson, F 
Brook, 5-10, 200; C Jimmy Tard, Crosby, 
Joseph Palermo, New Cane 
CE. King, 6-1, 215 (2nd A-D); 7 Jason Broussard, CB. 
King, 6-5, 275; Chris Lewis, R Brook, 6-5, 250; T David 
Brandon, New Caney, 5-11, 230 (A-D); G Kevin Sears, 
Crosby, 5-11, 215; G Steve McHenry, F Brook, 6-0, 190; 
G Scott Graeter, Willis, 5-9, 185; G Drew Sanderson, 
New Caney, 5-10, 185 (2nd A-D); G Jason MeCardell, 
New Caney, 5-10, 220; TB Damon Gibson, F Brook, 5-10, 
180 (800 yards, A-D); RB Keith Kizzi, Willis, 5-8, 170 
(703 yards rushing in five games); RB Jody Lemelle, 
Crosby, 5-9, 180 (488 yards rushing); RB Trinity Lang, 
Crosby, 5-9, 170 (347 yards rushing); RB David Hales, 
ak Ridge 5-8, 175 (2nd A-D): RB Lee Wilkins, New 
Caney, 5-8, 180 (1,261 yards rushing, 16'TDs, MVP); RB 
Artis Bishop, Willis, 60, 175 (837 yards rushing, A-D); 
FB Joseph McCray, F Brook, 6-0, 230; FB Darrell 
Bridges, New Caney, 5-9, 175; TE Joshua Crenshaw, 
Willis, 6-2, 200; Eaton, Brook, 62,9 
WR Michael Bishop, Will 
yards, A-D); SE Marcus 


Es 
z 
5 
z 
of 
g 
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‘Top defensive players: E Kenneth Tatmon, C.E. 
}-1, 190 (2nd A-D); E Eric Anderson, Willis, 6-0, 
ichael Norman, Crosby, 6-3, 230; NG Detroy 
ing, 6-1, 200 (2nd A-D); NG Bobby Wallace, 
-11, 225; NG Chris Wright, Crosby, 5-11, 
220; Jeff Johnson, Oak Ridge, 6-0, 240 (2nd A-D); T 
Weldon Cassell, F. Brook, 6-2, 380; T Mike Wilganowski, 
New Caney, 6-4, 270 (A-D); T Steve Swan, New Caney, 6- 
2, 240 (2nd A-D); T Byron Outley, Crosby, 6-1, 230; LB 
Keon Banks, C.E. King, 6:0, 190 (A-D); LB Kevin 
Johnson, Wil LB Richard Tanner, Willis, 5- 
10, 190; LB Royce Hamm, C.E. King, 6-1, 185 (2nd A-D); 
LB Willie Hebert, Crosby, 5-11, 220 (100 tackles, A-D); 
LB Robert O'Neal, F. Brook, 6-0, 190; LB Lawrence 
Driver, Crosby, 5-11, 195 (2nd A-D); CB Jesse Wilson, 
New Caney, 5-10, 160 (2nd A-D); 
0, 175 (eight interceptions} 
yak Ridge, 5-10, 60 (2nd A-D); DB Kendrick 

Willis, 5-8, 160; DB Mark Hector, Willis, §-10, 165 
(two interceptions); CB Corey Seymore, F. Brook, 5-10, 
160; SS Nakia Byrd, F. Brook, 6-3, 175; DB Ronnie 
Jenkins, Forest Brook, 6-0, 165; DB Chris Donoho, 
Willis, 5-11, 195 (four interceptions, A-D); FS Robert 
Destin, Crosby, 5-11, 160; and CB Reggie Cluse, Crosby, 
5-10, 160 (five interceptions), 

‘Two-way standouts: QB-DB Shannon Reed, 
Willis, 5-8, 165 (280 yards rushing, 812 yards passing, 
three interceptions, A-D on defense, 37.0 yards per punt) 
and G-DT Eugene Garner, Crosby, 6-0, 240. 

Outlook: Realignment made this district 
tougher, adding CE, King (10-2), which lost a 14-7 ver- 
dict to A&M Consolidated last year in area action, It was 
the Panthers sixth straight playoff trip. ... New Caney (8- 
3) set a school record for wins last year, and will try to 
\win its first playoff game since 1963 with 11 starters 
back. .. Oak Ridge (8-3) made the playoffs for the first 
time since the school opened in 1984 and will be led by 
the dangerous Elahee, ... Willis (5-4-1) and Crosby (2-8) 
are recent playoff teams that should rebound. Willis has 
13 starters back and Crosby 15. .. Forest Brook drops 
down from 5A loaded with 14 starters back, 

What they're saying: “C.E. King (is) always 
ood; Forest Brook has good enrollment and good ath- 
letes; and everyone else in district should be fairly com- 
petitive with New Caney probably having the edge,” 
Willis coach Ronny Peacock (13-8-1) said. 

ICT 19 

Projected finish: 1. Bay City; 2. EI Campo; 3. 
Columbia; 4. Brazosport; 5. Wharton; 6. Calhoun. 

‘Top offensive players: QB Josh Dimmick, 
Wharton, 174; QB Richard Walton, Bay City, 6-2, 170 


(2nd A-D);T Jarrod Nortis, Columbia, 6-0, 245; T Leroy 
DeWitt, Bay Cty, 6:0, 250 (2nd A-D);'T Mark Naiser, Bl 
Campo, 6-0, 200; T James Lawson, Brazospor 
(2nd A-D); T Scott Stephenson, Wharton, 170; 
Fontenot, Calhoun, 6-2, 250 (A-D); T Rudy Valverde, 
Brazosport, 5-10, 225 (A-D); G Kevin Dent, Columbia, 6- 
3, 224; G Charldrick Robinson, Wharton, 263 (A-D); G 
Leroy DeWitt, Bay City, 6-1, 240 (2nd A-D); C Perry 
Brooks, Columbia, 5-10, 212; C Ray Dobbins, Wharton, 
154; C Kirk Socha, El Campo, 6-0, 180; RB Damod 
Peoples, Brazosport, 5-9, 210 (2nd A-D); RB Arthur 
Richardson, Columbia, 5-10, 163 (2nd A-D); RB 
Kendrick Phynon, Wharton, 148 (A-D); RB Willie Myles, 
Columbia, 5-9, 184; RB Chris Norman, El Campo, 6-2, 
180 (A-D); RB Semyon Sims, Bay City, 5-10, 220 (2nd A- 
); WB Quinton Jones, Columbia, 5-9, 156; TE 
Wharton, 152;'TE Brent Bubela, El Campo, 6-1, 
90; SE Coby Rod, El Campo, 5-9, 165; 
Barnes, Bay City, 5-10, 155 (Distr 
and WR Shawn Perry, Bay City, 5-10, 155 (2nd A-D). 

Top defensive players: B Reggie Moore, By city 

r 


rt (2nd.A- D L Preston Williams, Bay Ci 
‘T Raul Gomez, El Campo, 5-10, 


iroux, Columbia, 5: Burditt, Whatton, 
215;NG Hector Ward, Columbi 1, 228; LB Casey 
Meador, Wharton, 175; LB Steve Law, Columbia, 6-1, 
185; LB Brandon Bowers, Wharton, 159 (2nd A- 
Robert Martinez, Columbia, 6-0, 2 i 
Reyes, Brazosport, 5-1 

Smith, El Campo, 
5-10, 185 (2nd A-D); UB lamey DeBruin, pines 6-2, 
190 (2nd A-D); LB Charlie Cofield, Bay City, 6-1, 220 i. 
D); CB Quinton Jones, Columbia, 5-9, 156; CB Paul 
Brown, Wharton, FS Ryan Mersmann, E} Campo, 6- 
2, 200 (A-D); FS Kevin Bock, Columbia, 171; CB 
Cyrus Edison, Bay City, 5-11, 180 (2nd A-D 
Rodney Mitchell, Bay City, 5-11, 175 (A-D), 

‘Two-way standouts: RB-CB Nakia Thomas, 
Brazosport, 5-9, 1 both ways); TE-DE Stace 
Williams, Columbia, 6-5, 225 (2nd A-D on offense); and 
QB-CB Mick Tosch, Columbia, 5-9, 178 (2nd A-D on de- 
fense), 

Outlook: The Bay City Blackeats (10-3) have 11 
players back that earned first or second-team All 
District honors along with both kicking speciali 
Campo (9-2), with 10 starters back, has to be happy 
about the prospect of not facing A&M Consolidated in 
bidistrict. The Ricebirds lost for the third straight year to 
Consol last year; ... Columbia (2-8) has 17 starters back 
\with added speed and Wharton (2-8) has 11 starters back 
from a team that didn’t win a district gam houn 
saw its playoff hopes vanish in season-ending, 

-back losses and will have to rebuild, as will 


What they're sayings “Bay City did not ose 
many to graduation, They should win the state champi- 
ship,” Columbia coach Ed Dertich said... "Bay City 

should be the class ofthis district,” Wharton coach 
Jessie Crow said, 

DISTRICT 20 

Projected fini Houston Worthi 
. Houston Wheatley; 


Houston 


Top offensive players: QB Kevin Williams, 
Worthing, 6-1, 175; QB William Graham, Wheatley, 6-3, 
175 (58 of 148 for more than 1,000 yards, second A-D); C 
Mark Powell, Wheatley, 6-6, 240; T James Cheri 
Worthing, 6-1, 255; C Jack Adrian, Scarborough, 
240 (A-D); G Bonge Boyce, Worthing, 5-9, 250; G 
Clifford Sherrard, Wheat! 230 (2nd A-D); L. 
Robert Lopez, Davis, 5-10, 195 (2nd A-D); FB Prentice 
Gill, Wheatley, 6-0, 205; RB Corey Thompson, Worthing, 
5-9, 180 (team’s leading rusher); RB Jeremiah Jones, 
Scarborough, 5-8, 210 (2nd A-D); RB Lequestter 


Roberts, Furr, 5-9, 170 (2nd A-D); WR Goree White, 
Wheatley, 5-9, 165 (unanimous All-Disrict); WR Rodney 
Smith, Wheatley, 5-8, 165 (A-D); WR James Williams, 
Wheatley, 5-8, 160; WR Deiman Smithers, Kashmere, 6- 
-D); and TE Demond Brady, Wheatley, 6-4, 


‘Top defensive players: E Curly Jackson, 
Wat 6,10 Ken Chrisanson, Scarborough 5 
),270 (A-D);E Zerrick Rollins, Kashmere, 
(2nd A-D); NG Jeffery Robinson, Wheatley; 6 ia LB 
Kevin Collins, Kashmere, 6-0, 195 (2nd A-D); LB, 
Franklin Jones, Worthing, 5-10, 180 (2nd A-D); LB 
Randy Cole, Worthing, 6:0, 230; LB Reginald Felder, 
3, 195 (2nd A-D); LB Kevin Jackson, 
2, 190; CB Barry Robinson, Worthing 64 
175; CB Leroy Jackson, Worthing 5-1, 175; 
Anthony Norman, Wheatley 6-0, 165; and DB Chis 
Royal, Scarborough, 6-0, 170 (2nd A-D), 
‘Two-way standout: TE-LB Dorrance Armstrong, 
Furr 65,229 (2nd A-D both ways), 
Outlook: This is new district in Class 4A, with 
all six schools dropping down from 5A, ., Wheatley (4-6) 
has 14 starters back, including eight on its wide-open of- 
fense, .. Worthing (5) also has eight starters hack, 
cus on this dst because of Da 


the mana ist Behl 
86) and Iberia, Mo. is 
play, the Panthers play Galena Park, which has Tost 27 


straight on the field. 

What the Ye defeated Kashmere 
and Furr last yean” Wheatley coach Edward G, Robinson 
said "We fee thatthe skill postion's experience will put 
uson top.” 

DISTRICT 21 

Abye. 

DISTRICT 22 


Projected finish: 1, La Marque; 
Friendswood 4. Clear Brook; 5, Channelvie 
Fe;7, Galena Park, 

Top offensi 
ndswood, 6 


e players: Tavis Johi 
0; 7 Derek Thompson, 
4; C Brian Waldrop, Friendswood, 
11,210; G Doug Mekee, 

is, Friendswood, 
9, 


Luke, Dickinson, 5 
Friends , 


is Franklin, Dickinson, 5-9, 180; 
160; RB Danny Taylor, Dickinson, 5- 
10,170 (D); RB Willi Pic, Clear Brook, 5-10, 185 


(1,500 yards rushing, A-D); and TE Beau Fife, Santa Fe, 
6-2, 220 (A-D). 


E Cory Rank, Cl 
igan Golden, Di 
|, Clear Brook, 6-2, 1 
6-1, 185 (2nd A-D); NG Adam 

Puentes, Dickinson, 5-8, 220; T Jesse Young, Dickinson, 
6-1, 230 (A-D); T Brian McNamara, Clear Brook, 6-0, 230 
(2nd A-D); T Thomas Bradshaw, Friendswood, 5-11, 190; 
‘T Brandon Anslow, Friendswood, 5-1 
Larry Whittington, Dickinsor \) (2nd A-D); T 

ray Roenne, Friendswood, 6-0, 190; LB Brice Halata, 
Fi », 1705 ul a fare Woodard, we 


ait Ont DF LB evans Hela 
180 (District's defensive MVP); LB Chris Schiller, 
Friendswood, 6-0, 180; LB John Gay; Friendswood, 6-2, 
190; DB Gerald Hil, Dickinson, 5-8, 160 (2nd A-D); DB 
Brandon Buk, Cla Bok 51017; DB Aaron Hale, 
Clear Brook, D); DB James Ashford, 
Deki 1018 DB Dave Willams endo, 
6-1, 185; and DB Joe Justice, La Marque, 5-9, 170 (A-D). 
Outlook: The Cougars of La Marque (10-2) have 
made two straight playoff trips since dropping down, but 
haven't been as dominating as some thought they'd be, 
.» The Wolverines of Clear Brook (5-5) have been im- 
pressive in just two varsity seasons and that should con- 
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tinue with Price and seven defensive starters returning. 
... Dickinson (6-4) has been so close three straight years, 
but the Gators return 11 starters that should get them 
over the hump. ... Friendswood (6-4) rebounded under 
veteran coach Henry Winston (172-109-4) and that im- 
provement could continue with eight defensive starters 
back. ... Channelview (1-9), Galena Park (1-9) and Santa 
Fe (3-7) will be hard pressed to escape the second divi- 
sion. 


What they're saying: “La Marque has good skill 
people and Dickinson has the tough linemen,” Winston 


said. 

DISTRICT 23 

Projected finish: 1. Jasper; 2, Cleveland; 3. 
Silsbee; 4, Livingston; 5. Dayton; 6. Lumberton, 

‘Top offensive players: QB Bo Hamilton, 
Cleveland, 6-4, 180 (883 yards, 11 TDs); QB Jake 
Metoyer, Jasper, 5-9, 153 (1,321 yards passing, 14 TDs); T 
John Sherman, Silsbee, 5-10, 235; 1 Tirre Thomas, 
Silsbee, 6-0, 245; T Sam Robinson, Cleveland, 6-3, 250; T 
AA Patton, Jasper, 6-0, 218; C Brian Adams, Cleveland, 6- 
0, 190; G Deonta Moore, Jasper 6-2, 210; G Chris 
Sydnor, Cleveland, 6-2, 260 (2nd A-D); G Dameon 
Runnels, Silsbee, 6-1, 210; RB Deatto Mayfield, 
Cleveland, 6-0, 200 (1,232 yards rushing, 15 TDs, -D); 
RB Ron Poullard, Dayton, 6:0, 165 (A-D); RB Jay 
MoGuire, Silsbee, 5-10, 180; FB Jason Tinele, Cleveland, 
5-8, 170; FB Wayne Limbrick, Jasper, 59, 190 (1,106 
yards rushing, 1] TDs); WB Daniel Kittrell, Cleveland, 6- 
3,175; WR Willie Willis, Silsbee, 5-9, 165; WR Milton 
Thomas, Livingston, 6-2, 170 (2nd A-D); TE Lierick 
Reed, Cleveland, 6-5, 245; and TE Clyde Williams, Jasper, 
6-1, 175 (AD) 

Top defensive players: E Doug Young, Silsbee, 
5-10, 175;E Chris Wilrider, Cleveland, 6-3, 215; E Clint 
Roberts, Cleveland, 6-0, 190; E Hiawatha Hickman, 
Silsbee, 6-1, 215; T Mark Boleware, Silsbee, 6-1, 265; 
Scott Belt, Cleveland, 6-2, 250 (leading tackler, A-D); 
Jason Enloe, Cleveland, 6-1, 240, T Joe Collins, Jasper 
9, 237 (47 tackles, A-D); NG Jim Tanner, Cleveland 
206; LB Ezequiel Fabel Livingston, 5-10, 190 (A-D}; LB 
Sedrick Spearman, Silsbee 6-0, 175; LB Ricky Tullos, 
Cleveland, 5-10, 180; LB James Driver, Cleveland, 6-3, 
205 (2nd A-D); LB Wiley Webster, Silsbee, 5-10, 190; LB 
Nathan Johnson, Silsbee, 6-2, 190; LB Derrick 
Lochvond, pe 5-1, 1866 tacks) LB Jay Noor, 
Livingston, 6-1, 210 (2nd A-D); SS Justin Silas, Jasper, 5- 
9, 173 (31 tackles); CB Ladell Wilridge, Cleveland, 6- 
0,140; $8 Kelvin Slaughter, Cleveland, 5-8, 160 (2nd A- 
D); CB Corey Bass, Cleveland, 6-0, 160; CB Stanley 
Rhone, Silsbee, 5-10, 185; CB Keith Collins, Silsbee, 5- 
10, 185; and DB Jason Brottlund, Livingston, 5-11, 160 
(2nd A-D). 

Two-way standouts: OTT Kyle Harrell, 
Livingston, 6-3, 260 (A-D) and SE-CB Markus Collins, 
Jasper, 5-10, 153 (11 catches-416 yards, 37 tackles, A-D 
both ways). 

Outlook: This is a mixture of 19-4A and 23-4A 
from last year Cleveland (4-6), Livingston (1-9) and 
Dayton (4-6) were in 19-4A and Jasper (7-4) and Silsbee 
(4-6) in 23-4A. Lumberton is back in 4A, after the 
Raiders didn't make the playoffs ina two-year stint in 
Jasper has 11 starters back for veteran coach Gene 
Walkovak (127416) and has topnotch kicker in 
Brendan Achariyakosol, who had eight field goals... 
Coach Bill Bryant (122-95-5) has his Cleveland Indians 
on the brink ofthe playofis after just two years. Bryant 
has 18 starters back, including six three-year starters. 
‘The Tigers of Silshee return 13 starters and should chal- 
lenge Cleveland for the runner-up spot. 

DISTRICT 24 

Projected finish: 1. West Orange-Sta 
Neches-Groves; 3, Little Cypress Mauriceville; 4. 
Nederland; 5. Bridge City; 6. Port Arthur Lincoln, 

Top offensive players: QB Kendall Cleveland, 
WO-S, 6-1, 198 (six TDs as a sophomore); QB Kurt Roy, 


2. Port 


Bridge City, 6-0, 165; FB Spencer Earl, Bridge City, 5-8, 
165; TB Frank Turner, WO-S, 6-1, 182; G Jason Lange, 
Bridge City, 6-0, 215; G-C Luke Purghan, WO-S, 
220; C Corey Gaurtha, Bridge City, 6-0, 190; G-T Damian 
Bourgeois, WO-S, 6-2, 250; T Jeremy Morrell, Bridge 
City, 6-1, 275; T Joey Riley, Bridge City, 6-1, 20; G-T 
Kacey Preston, WO-S, 6-2, 225; and WR Jason Richards, 
Bridge City, 5-8, 150 (34 catches). 

‘Top defensive players; E Troy Guidry, Bridge 
City, 5-10, 175; E Jelmar Broussard, WO-S, 5-10, 172; G 
Stephon Alphonse, WO-S, 5-9, 192; T Jody Moore, WO- 
6-3, 245 (four sacks); LB Jimmy Stout, Bridge City, 5-10, 
170; LB Jon Cole, Bridge City, 6-1, 215; LB Luis Herrera, 
WO-S, 5-10, 190; DB Hector Ocegura, Bridge City, 5-10, 
170; and $ Morrions Cook, WO-S, 6-0, 185 (four inter- 
ceptions), 

Outlook: Realignment was good for this district. 
Jasper is gone, freeing up a playofi spot. West Orange- 
Stark (101-29-1), which was dominant from 1986-88, 
making three straight final appearances, has dropped 
three straight playoff games to C.E. King, which has also 
moved and won't play this district's representative in the 
first round. ... Little Cypress and Nederland could slip 
into the playoff picture. ... Bridge City (4-6) has 11 
starters back for third-year coach Terry Townzen (82-61- 
3) and the Cardinals eit be ready to end their losing 
streak at six straight seasons. 

What they’re saying: “W.O.S. is returning some 
very good skill people on offense and has five experi- 
enced defensive starters and some help from an 8:2 JV 
team,” WO-S coach Dan Hooks (101-29-1) said. 

REGION IV 

DISTRICT 25 

Projected finish: 1. Belton; 2, Georgetown; 3. 
Waco University; 4. Waco Midway; 5. Taylor; 6. Leander. 

‘Top offensive players: QB Donnie Barker, 
Leander, 6-0, 175; G Jamie Gonzales, Belton, 5-9, 
TB Jason McBurnett, Leander, 5-7, 145; RB Osca 
Houston, Waco University, 6-2, 220 (1,404 yards rush- 
ing); WR Danyel Austin, Leander, 6-0, 170; and WR 
Darren Brinkley, Belton, 6-1, 160. 

Top defensive players: E J.R. Mitchell, Belton, 5- 
11, 245 (A-D); E David Stroud, Belton, 6-0, 190 (A-D); L 
Jesse Harrison, Midway, 5-10, 215; L Mical Endsl 
Midway, 6-2, 235; G Ray Davis, Leander, 6-1, 230; LB 
Luis Guadarrama, Leander, 5-8, 170; LB David Maxwell, 
Midway, 6-4, 240 (A-D); LB Raymond Williams, Belton, 
6-0), 240 (120 tackles, two-time District MVP, 2nd All- 
State); SS Kareem Grant, Midway, 6-2, 200; DB 2D. 
Taylor, Georgetown, 5-10, 180 (99 tackle 
Kyle Brown, Midway, 5-10, 165, 

‘Two-way standout: WR-DB Julius Johnson, 
Belton, 5-9, 175 (25 catches-319 yards, A-D, 41 tackles, 
All-State). 

Outlook: Four teams have a chance for the title. 
Belton (9-2) bounced back from a 2-8 season and the 
Tigers have seven quality starters back for Coach Jim 
Rodrique (93-47-2)... Georgetown (7-3-1) has benefit- 
ted from dropping down from 5A with back-to-back 
playoff berths. ... Midway (7-3) just missed the playoffs 
and returns 10 starters .. Waco University (6-4) will also 
be in the playoff chase, .. Taylor saw its string of five 
straight playoff trips end. ... Leander (0-10) has only five 
starters back for second-year coach Joel Edwards (162- 
129-9), 

What they’re saying: “Georgetown and 
University both have great skill people returning,” 
Rodrigue said. 

DISTRICT 26 

Projected finish: 1. Austin Reagan; 2. Austin 
LBJ; 3, Austin Travis; 4. Austin Anderson; 5, Austin 
Lanier; 6, Austin McCallum. 

Top offensive players: QB Joe Manor, Reagan, 6- 
0, 165 (850 yards rushing); G Leonard Alcala, Travis, 5 
10, 215; C Jason Measles, Reagan, 5-11, 210; C Dana 
‘Thompson, LBJ, 6-2, 218 (A-D); T Neal Poulson, Travis, 


Zach Anderson, Reagan, 6-0, 270; T Paul Cox, 
280; T Nate Roesler, LBJ, 6-0, 248; HB 
id Tinnon, Reagan, 59, 155; TB Tony Green, 
Reagan, 5-11, 160; TB Shon Mitchell, LBJ, 6-1, 184; and 
RB Jackie Shaw, Travis, 6-1, 205 (1,108 yai 
‘Top defensive players: E Ear! Phill 
6-2, 225; E Bobby Blackmon, Reagan, 6-3, 190; E Jason 
Bart, Anderson, 5-10, 200 (85 tackles); E Louis Castro, 
Travis, 5-11, 210; 7 Grant Robinson, Anderson, 6-3, 215 
(60 tackles); T Michael Carter, Reagan, 63, 285; T Alton 
Hunter, Travis, 5-10, 250; T Ben Fricke, Anderson, 6-0, 
230 (71 tackles); NB Bugene Angton, Reagan, 5-11, 260; 
NG Jason Cary, Travis, 5-11, 240 (A-D); LI 
Reagan, 6-3, 225; LB Chris Jones, L 
LB Elmus Peterson, Travis, 6-0, 215; LB Jason Hollen, 
Anderson, 5-9, 170 (87 tackles); LB Sid Steiner, 
Anderson, 5-11, 195 (122 tackles); LB James Lockhart, 
BJ, 6-1, 196; DB Cameron Pullen, Anderson, 5-11, 175 
(25 tackles); SS Anthony Taylor, Reagan, 6-0, 180; CB 


Chris Jackson, LBJ, 5-9, 166; and DB Chris Watson, 
Anderson, 5-10, 175, 

‘Two-way standouts: TE-LB Justin Helms, 
Anderson, 6-1, 215 (65 tackles) and SE-CB Trey Owens, 
Reagan, 5-9, 160, 

Outlook: LBJ, a dominant 5A power in Austin 
for several decades, drops down to 4A along with Lanier 
‘The LBJ Jaguars return five starters for veteran coach 
Jim Davis (93-31-3) and will be a team to reckon with. .. 

avis (7-4), the runner-up to departed Westlake, and 
Reagan (6-4-1) will try to give LBJ a rude 4A welcome, 
The Rebels of Travis mae the playofs forthe second 
time since dropping down four years ago and have four 
starters back each way. The Raiders of Reagan slipped 
back after a regional trip two years ago, but are armed 
with 13 returning starters three of them three-year 
starters .. Anderson has a 3-27 record in the last three 


years, but has 12 starters back. 
What they're saying: “Reagan and Travis will be 


strong,” Davis sad... "LBJ (has) team speed and great 
athletes,” Anderson coach Ray Dowdy said. 
DISTRICT 27 
1. Austin Westlake; 2. Bastrop; 3, Lockhart; 4, 
Del Valle; 5. Hays Consolidated; 6. Round Rock McNeil. 
‘Top offensive players: QB Charles Kean, 
Westlake, 6-1, 195 (80 of 186 for 1,556 yards, 13 TDs, 
463 yards rushing, Distric’s MVP); QB Eric White, Del 
Valle, 140; C Russell Wheeler, Lockhart, 6-0, 175; C 
Octavio Quezada, Hays, 5-10, 205; G Sunday Yokubaitis, 
Westlake, 6-2, 225 (A-D);T Chase Allen, Lockhart, 6-8, 
255 (A-D); RB Brandon Benton, Westlake, 5-11, 200 
(1312 yard rushing, 20 TDs, A-D); TB James Hedspeth, 
Lockhart, 5-8, 155; TB Lamont Randle, Lockhart, 6-0, 
185; RB Pernell Barnett, Bastrop, 6-3, 186 (570 yards 
rushing, 11 catches-302 yards); RB Joe Lamy, Westlake, 
5-11, 195 (907 yards rushing, A-D); and SE David 
Schenk, Westlake, 6-0, 175 (45 catches-904 yards, A-D). 
Top defensive players: E Thomas Dewan, Hays, 
5-11, 185; E Mark Maples, Hays, 5-11, 175 (2nd A-D); T 
Darrell Owens, Bastrop, 6-3, 230 (72 tackles, 10 sacks, 
2nd A-D); NG Chad Dube, Hays, 6-0, 205 (75 tackles, 10 
sacks, unanimous A-D); LB Stephen King, Westlake, 6-0, 
220 (2nd A-D, 166 tackles); FS Freddy DeLeon, 
Lockhart, 5-10, 160; DB Octavious McFarland, Bastrop, 
6-1, 170 (48 tackles, four interceptions); DB Tommy 
Williams, Bastrop, 5-9, 155 (27 tackles); $S Jim Clark, 
Westlake, 6-1, 180 (86 tackles); CB Bobby Hur, Westlake, 
6.0, 195; SS Matt McKinney, Hays, 6-0, 190 (A-D, 87 
tackles); DB Daniel Washington, Bastrop, 6-2, 175 (71 
tackles), and CB Kevin Atwood, De Valle, 190, 


220 (2nd A-D both ways, 83 tackles); OG- 
DT Chauncey Franks, Lockhart, 5-10, 205 (2nd.A-D both 
ways); and WR-CB Charles Adams, Hays, 5-8, 155. 

Outlook: Westlake (13-1-1) and Bastrop (10-0), 
the region's top powers last year, find themselves in the 
same district this time around, The Chaparrals of 
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‘Westlake have been awesome in 4A, compiling a 38-6-2 
record in the last three years. Westlake has 11 starters 
back to continue the winning ways of Coach Ron 
‘Schroeder (49-13-1), ... Bastrop, ranked No, 1 last year, 
didn’t get to the playoffs after an ineligible player cost it 
two district victories, Bear coach Les Johnson (215-99-6) 
has a 48-25-3 mark at Bastrop, but faces major rebuild- 
ing. Bastrop returns only two offensive and three defen- 
sive starters. ... Hays Consolidated (9-2) made the play- 
offs last year and will challenge Bastrop and Westlake 
with seven starters back. Hays is 17-4 in the last two 
years unvler Bob Shelton (162-118-7). .. Lockhart (8-2) 
‘adds to the strength of this district. ., Del Valle and first- 
year school Round Rock McNeil will find district wins 
tough to come by, McNeil hired former Dickinson coach 
Jim Loerwald, 

What they're saying: “Bastrop and Westlake 
were both No, 1 at one time in 1991," Shelton said, ... 
“The district is loaded with good coaches, Westlake has 
most of its offense back and has tradition, Lockhart and 
Hays have top coaches and will be solid. Del Valle is load- 
ed with talent, Tough district,” Johnson said, ... “Del 
Valle has super skill people and may surprise everyone,” 
Schroeder said. 

DISTRICT 28 

1. New Braunfels; 2. Samuel Clemens; 3. Alamo 
Heights; 4. Kerrville Tivy; 5, Uvalde; 6, Boerne; 7, 
Smithson Valley; 8, New Braunfels Canyon 

‘Top offensive players: QB Michael Sie 
Braunfels, 6-0, 150 (2nd A-D); C Sean Schulgen, Ti ivy, 5 
11, 230; G Chad Hierholzer, Boerne, 6-1, 208 (A- 
Brandon Draeger, Boerne, 6-2, 217; G Hugh Jo 
6-0, 195; G David Curry, Tivy, 5-8, 200; G Todd Kadin, 
New Braunfels, 6-1, 220; G Larry Sloan, Smithson Valley, 
6-0, 195; G Mike Johnson, Canyon, 5-9, 220; T Mike 
Sledge, Clemens, 5-10, 185; T Brad Molder, Tivy, 6-5, 

250; T Adam Sumner, Smithson Valley, 6-0, 205; L Brent 
Fujimoto, Uvalde; L Scott Thompson, Alamo Heights, 5 
11, 195; FB Shawn Benbrook, New Braunfels, 6-1, 190; 
WB Henry Kenon, Clemens, 5-8, 160; RB Kelley Kneese, 
‘Tivy, 5-8, 190; TB Randy Wright, Clemens, 5-10, 165 
(2nd A-D); TB James Sargent, New Braunfels, 5-9, 145 
(A-D); TE Roy White, Tivy, 6-2, 220 (unanimous A-D); 
‘TE Barry Robertson, Smithson Valley, 6-0, 205; TE Paul 
Hill, Alamo Heights, 6-2, 180; WR Jason Lavender, Tivy, 
6-3, 180; SE Mike Andrews, Clemens, 5-10, 160; WR 
Chris Gutierrez, Boerne, 5-11, 17 (22 catches-423 
vi A-D); and WR Robert Dullnig, Alamo Heights, 6-0, 
77. 


‘Top defensive players: B Scott Parker, Tivy, 6-0, 
185; Chas Kimbrough, Tivy 5-10, 175; B Eric Licke, 
New Braunfels, 5-8, 185 (2nd A-D); E Jamal Payne, 
Clemens, 5-11, 210; E Dustin Simons, New Braunfels, 6- 
0, 190 (A-D); E Chris Stolte, Clemens, 5-10, 170; L Mike 
Myers, Clemens, 59, 50 (unanimo 
Hernandez, Uvalde; J, Carnes, Uvalde; Tito Robledo, 
New Braunfels, 6-1, 230 (2nd A-D); LB Johnny Schaas, 
Canyon, 6-0, 175; LB Shavn Jurica, New Braunfels, 5-8, 
185 (2nd A-D); LB Joe Serrato, Alamo Heights, 5-9, 165 
(unanimous A-D); LB Mark Cooper, Smithson Valley, 6- 
0, 155; LB Mike Garrett, Smithson Valley, 6-0, 165; LB 
Brad Staats, Smithson Valley, 5-10, 160; LB Chris Keith, 
Tivy, 5-10, 190; $$ Doug Copeland, Tivy, 5-11, 170; FS 
Charles Whitehead, Boerne, 6-0, 180 (43 tackles); FS Jud 
Abel, Tivy, 5-11, 170 (A-D); DB Bruce Lansford, Alamo 
Heights, 6-0, 165 (A-D); DB Trey Daffin, Canyon, 6-0, 
170 (2nd A-D); and DB Tim Witt, Clemens, 6-1, 155 (2nd 
AD). 


‘Two-way standouts: TB-DB Sean Alvarez, 
Clemens, 55, 165 (unanimous A-D on defense, 48 tack- 
les, five interceptions, 2nd A-D on offense); QB-DB Jason 
Long, Smithson Valley, 6-0, 180 (led team in passing, in- 
terceptions); OEDT Darrell Kendall, Smithson Valley, 6- 
0, 210; and SE-CB Ezell Sanchez, New Braunfels, 5-7, 
40, 


Outlook: New Braunfels (9-3) drops down a 
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class to give this district added bite, The Unicorns won 
back-to-back titles in their short stayin 5A and have 10 
starters back for Coach Lew Simmonds (179-48-1), who 
\vas impressive in his first year as head coach with the 
Unicorns after 11 years as an assistant, .. Clemens (10- 
3), Alamo Heights (10-1) and Boerne (7-4 give this dis- 
trict four playoff entries from a year ago... Clemens will 
be trying for its eighth playoff trip inthe lat nine years 
under Robert Lehnhoff(70-44-2) and isarmed with nine 
returning starters. The Buffaloes appear to have enough 
talent, but will need to find a quarterback and develop 
some leaders, .. Boerne made a rare playoff trip last year, 
but the Greyhounds return only four starters and needs 
help on defense... Smithson Valley (4-5-1) should be 
better with 10 starters back, but the Rangers were only 
1-4 in district last year... Ty (3-7) should rebound with 
13 starters back for Coach Donnie Laurence (153-47-4). 
«» Uvalde (5-5) and Canyon (3-7) combined for just one 
district victory last year and each willbe hard pressed to 
escape the second division. 

What they're saying: "New Braunfels will be real 
good, the rest can all compete ‘This 
race could go to any of the top 
well coached and the athletes are nearly the same in tal- 
ent,” Laurence said, 

DISTRICT 29 

1, San Antonio Kennedy; 2, San Antonio 
Southside; 3, Pleasanton; 4. San Antonio Memorial 5. 
San Antonio Edgewood; 6, Floresville, 

Top offensive players: QB Chis Ortiz, 
Southside, 6-2, 190; QB Pete Hughes, Floresville (2 
D); L Marin Meyer, Ploesville 2nd A-D); LJoe Ald 
Edgewood (2nd A-D);L Johnny Gomez, Kennedy (2nd A- 
D);T Fernando Marquez, Southside, 6-6, 250; L Mark 
DeLeon, Kennedy (2nd A-D); C Allen Estrada, Southside, 
5.9, 155; TE Richard Rose, Southside, 64, 235; WR 
Tason Syoh, lors) Toy Castano, 


s, RB Eugene 
Estrada, Edfewood (2nd A-D); RB James Sendejo, 
Southside, 5-8, 180; RB Mark Martinez, Southside, 5-6, 
155; RB Anthony Davila, Southside, 6-0, 190; and RB Epi 
Floresville (A-D). 

‘Top defensive players: E Brandon Harvey, 
ide, 6-4, 170;'T Pedro Moyet, Southside, 6-2 


‘D); L Steve Michael, Memorial (2nd 
A-D); L Trinidad Rodriquez, Kennedy (2nd A-D); LB 
David Arellano, Kennedy (A-D); LB Andrew King 
Floresville (A-D); LB Joshua Staggs, Southside, 5-10, 
190; LB Adam Salinas, Southside, 6-0, 215; LB Steven. 
Ortiz, Southside, 190; LB Jason Garcia, Southside, 
6-2, 215; LB Robert Pagan, Pleasanton (2nd A-D); DB. 
Luis Zunica, Floresville (A-D); and DB Kenyon Jones, 
Kennedy (2nd A-D), 

Outlook: Southside (3-7) takes the place of de- 
parted league-winner Carrizo Springs (9-2), creating a 
wide-open race. Kennedy (6-5) is the lone playoff team. 
from a year ago and that ended a 15-year drought. 
Pleasanton (3-7), Floresville (2-8), Memorial 
Southside and Edgewood (0-10) combined to wi 
six district games last year, .. Southside, armed with 0 
returning starters, could make one of the state’s biggest 
jumps. 

What they're sayit 


“Kennedy is the reigning dis- 


trict champion, (but) Southside has the most experience 
coming back,” Southside coach Michael P Kelly sid, 
DISTRICT 30 
Outlook: 1. Sharyland; 2, Los Fresnos; 3. 
il Roma, 


Mercedes; 4, Edcouch-E! 

‘Top offensive player 
10, 165 (1,160 yards passing); FB Ose Luis DeLeon, E-B, 
5-10, 190 (900 yards rushing); C Robert Zamora, 
Raymondville, 5-8, 190; G Lee Lopez, Raymondkille 5-8, 
165; TE Mike Loya, Raymondville, 5-8, 165; and'T Jesse 
Chavez, E-E, 5-11, 260 (A-D), 


‘Top defensive players: E Rudy Ambriz, 
Raymondville, 5-10, 190; E Robert Cervantes, 
Raymond 5-10, 8 Jer Reyes, Raymond 
L Manuel Cavazos, Raymondville, i 


Rasmus 5-10, 180; PS Pete Moreno, Raymondville, 
5-7, 155 six interceptions); FS Narciso estas E-E, 6 
2, 190; and CB Agustin Lopez, E-E, 5-10, 

‘Two-way standout: WR-DB Jaime Sins, 
Raymondville, 5-8, 160, 

Outlook: A wide-open race in South Texas with 
everyone but Roma in the playoff chase, Edeouch-Elsa 
(6-5) is the defending champ and has established a win- 
ning program, but returns only six starters. .. Sharyland 
(6-4) has 14 starters back and may be a team on the 

DISTRICT 31 

Abye. 

DISTRICT 32 

1, Calallen; 2. Gregory-Portland; 3. Kingsville; 
4, Tuloso-Midway; 5, Flour Bluff; 6. Robstown; 7. 
Beeville Jones. 

‘Top offensive players: C Brad Crowley, Calallen, 
}0 (A-D); C Roumel Bobadilla, Flour Bluff, 5-10, 

, 5-8, 200; G Frank 
95; G Mike Janak, ‘Midway, 6-3, 
-D); G Jeremy Ebert, 10), 215; G Alex 

Botello, Jones, 5-11, 185; T David G 
5-10, 205; T John Guajardo, Robstown 
Carlson, Jones, 6-2, 210; HB Maurice Caraway, King, 5- 
9, 170; RB Rick Gonzalez, Robstown, 5-9, 165 (631 yards 
rushing, five TDs); RB Armando Marroquin, Robstown. 
(565 yards rushing); SE Juan Mendilta, King, 5-10, 150; 
TE Juan Grado, King, 6-0, 170; and TE Kris Laughlin, T> 
Midway, 6:2, 220, 

Top defensive players 
5-8, 175; T Travis French, 
Wathen, Jones, 61, 242; Jason Salinas, Jones, 6-0, 
‘T Craig Davis, King, 6-4, 270; T Chris Beaudreaux, Flour 
Bluff, 6-2, 220; LB Jesse Calderon, T-Midway, 5-9, 160; 
LB Kelby Lamb, T-Midway, 5-9, 160; LB Omar Silva, 
King, 5-10, 160; LB Carlos Serrata, Robstown, 5-9, 165; 
LB Jared Garza, Robstown, 5-10, 160; LB Martin Montez, 
Jones, 6-2, 205; LB Allen Blackmon, Flour Bluff, 5-10, 
190; LB Bubba Norrell, Flour Bluff, 5-10, 165; LB Paul 
Lisowski, Flour Bluff, 6-0, 175 (All-State); CB Roland 
DeAlejandro, Robstown, 6.0, 165; FS Remegio Flores, 
Jones, 5-11, 167; CB Ray Gonzales, Jones, 5-10, 155; and 
CBR. Reyna, Robstown, 5-8, 161 

‘Two-way standouts: FB-SS James Gant, King, 5- 
9, 160 and QB-S Omar Bosquez, Robstown, 5-8, 155 
(432 yards passing). 

Outlook: Calallen (12-2) and Gregory-Portland 
(10-3) are the class of the district. Both lost to powerful 
Westlake, the second straight year Calallen was favored, 
but lost. Calallen's Phil Danaher will need to find a quar- 
terback now that his son graduated, but a 73-22-2 record 
in the last eight years, says the winning will continue, .. 
‘The Wildcats of G-P have at least reached the regional 
round three straight years. ... King, down from 5A, has 
had three straight 4-6 seasons, but could challenge for a 
playoff spot. ... Tuloso-Midway (6-4) had a solid effort last 
‘eat, its best mark in 10 years, but returns only six 
starters. Quarterback transfer Brent Alford could help T- 
Midway continue up the ladder, .. Flour Bluff (5-5), 
Robstown (4-6) and Jones (2-8) combined for just three 
district wins last year, Robstown returns 10 starters, 

What they're saying: “Calallen has several peo- 
ple returning as does Gregory-Portland; Kingsville 
played well this past season in 5A,” Jones coach Houston 
Povvell said... "Gregory-Portland has everybody back 
and some good kids coming up from J.V;; Calallen has 
(the) best talent year-in and year-out; Tuloso-Midway will 
be better (and) could push one of the top two out; Bluff 
and Kingsville (are) sleepers,” Tuloso-Midway coach Paul 
Talbert said. 
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JOIN THESE EXPERTS 
WHO READ FOOTBALL NEWS 


S¢1 appreciate FOOTBALL 
NEWS and the information it 
contains. | have been an avid 
reader for 20 years, and time 
has not diminished my enthusi- 
asm when | receive it.?? 

—Lou Holtz, 
Notre Dame coach 


‘¢| never miss an issue. 
FOOTBALL NEWS gives me 
everything I'm looking for in a 
national football newspaper. 
The NFL information is par- 
ticularly helpful.?? 

—Chuck Knox, 
L.A. Rams coach 


£61 turn to the FOOTBALL 
NEWS for up-to-date facts and 
figures on college and pro foot- 
ball. Statistics, scouting reports, 
previews — FOOTBALL 
NEWS is the most comprehen- 
sive publication of its kind? 
—Dennis Erickson, 
University of Miami coach 


Sin my work as a football 
television and radio broad- 
caster for CBS, | look forward 
to reading each issue of 
FOOTBALL NEWS and use 
the paper as a reference 
source.?? 


—Hank Stram, A 
CBS broadcaster 


Subscribe to Football News with this NO-RISK offer 
and save 53% off the cover price! 


Mail the coupon or the attached postage paid card today. You'll receive 20 big 
issues of Football News, America’s #1 Grid Weekly. Everything you need and want 
to know about college and pro football is in each issue. Our NFL Preview edition will 
be out in mid-July, followed by our College Preview edition in August and then 18 
weekly issues beginning in September which will take you through the Bowl Games 
and the Super Bowl in January. 

As a SPECIAL BONUS all paid orders will receive a FREE copy of the 1992 FN 
Preseason Football Guide as our way of saying thanks for your order. This handy 
pocket guide has a value of $3.95 and is chock full of NFL and college rosters, 
schedules, results and preseason predictions. 

This is a NO-RISK offer. If you are not completely satisfied we'll refund your money 
or you can mark “Please Cancel” on your first invoice and you'll owe nothing. 

Call 1-800-521-8808 to JOIN THE FOOTBALL EXPERTS and get your FREE copy 
of the 1992 FN Preseason Football Guide. 


Football News—America’s #1 Grid Weekly 
17820 E. Warren Ave., Detroit, MI 48224 1-800-521-8808 


SPECIAL BONUS! 


I 

Act Nowand Receivea_ I 
FREE FN Football Guide! 1O Enclosed is $27.50. | save 53% and get a FREE copy of the FN Football Guide. 
* 1992 Schedules I O Check enclosed 1 Charge my creditcard: O Visa O M/C O Amex 
+ Preseason Previews I Acct # 
1 
I 
I 
I 


Expire Date 


(1 Bill me later for $29.95. Send my FREE FN Football Guide oem 
when | pay my first invoice. 


+ Numerical Rosters 
+ TV Listings 
+ Draft Recap 
FREE WITH YOUR PAID ORDER 
A $3.95 VALUE! 


SponsorED By: COCA-COLA USA * CHEVROLET « ROYAL OAK CHARCOAL BRIQUETS + 


AILGATING 
ANYONE 
CAN TACKLE 


Catch 
the Spirit of 
Tailgating 


If football is a religion, then tail- 
gating is its premiere ritual. The de- 
vout may show up the day before the 
game to camp out in the stadium 
parking lot, their RVs equipped with 
all the comforts of home. Good food, 
grills, comfortable lawn chairs, and 
plenty of pep top their priority list. 
Other faithful fans arrive hours before 
the big game, pulling portable grills 
and deck chairs from their trunks. The 
season's grandest party picks up as 
hamburgers, hotdogs, steaks, and 
kabobs sizzle. Appetites whetted, the 
crowd reaches for snacks and icy 
cokes till the cook calls, "Done!" 

Cookouts fuel competitive spirit. 
"Enemy" camps wave shakers and 
brag about their team. The shouts 
thicken by kickoff. To keep up your en- 
ergy on game day, try this menu. And 
if you have never tailgated before, the 
recipes will make you a true believer 
in this football ritual. 


FOOD STYLING AND RECIPES BY ELIZABETH TALIAFERRO. 


Spicing Up the 
Football Season With a Winning Menu 


CHARCOAL GRILLED STEAK-ON-A-STICK 
BLT ROLL-UPS 
UPSIDE DOWN NACHOS 
RASPBERRY CHOCOLATE SQUARES 


oe eee, 
a 
a a 


Blazer Owners 
Get All The Brakes. 


+ Insta-Trac,™ the most relied-upon 4x4 system in America. 
Now with optional push-button convenience. 


+The most towing power in a compact 4x4 sport utility vehicle. 
+ 3-year/36,000-mile Bumper to Bumper Plus Warranty. No deductible* 
+ Winner of 1992 Consumers Digest “Best Buy” award. 


Every Chevy 5-10 Blazer gives You 4-wheel anti-lock brakes. Standard. 
The security of standard 4-wheel anti-lock brakes. That’s what you get with every Chevy S-10 Blazer, 2WD or 
AWD, 2-door or 4-door. And the biggest V6 you can get. Proof that Blazer owners have high standards. 
Chevrolet. The trucks you can dependon. The trucks that last. 


The Heartbeat Of America Is Winning.” 


Every Fan's 
| "Don't Forget" List 
° Tickets 
© Stadium Seat 
Binoculars 

© Radio/Walkman 

° Hat/Sunvisor 

° Raingear 

* Blanket/Jacket 

© Sunglasses 

° Money 

© Pom Pom/Banners 
 Airhorn 

° Program 


Henoy Buurbon Seah Ou Sch 


2 pounds lean flank steak a shallow dish. Combine honey, bourbon, 
32 (12-inch) wooden skewers COCA-COLA, soy sauce, and pepper, stirring 
1/2 cup honey until blended. Pour over steak strips; cover 
1/2 cup bourbon and marinate in refrigerator up to 6 hours, 
1/2 cup COCA-COLA turning occasionally. 

1/2 cup soy sauce Thread corn pieces, mushrooms and bell 
1/2 teaspoon pepper pepper pieces alternately on remaining 

4 ears frozen corn-on-the-cob, thawed and —_ wooden skewers. 

cut into 2-inch pieces Remove steak strips from marinade, reserv- 
16 fresh large mushrooms ing marinade. Grill steak and vegetable 


2 large red bell peppers, cut into 2 inch pieces kabobs over medium-hot ROYAL OAK 
CHARCOAL coals 10 minutes, turning and 
Partially freeze steak. Cut steak accross the _ basting frequently with marinade. Serve 
grain into 1/4-inch strips. Thread steak hot. Discard any remaining marinade. 
strips onto 16 wooden skewers, and place in Yield: 8 servings. 


- Beat~~° 
The Real P 


1 (16-ounce) can refried beans 
4-ounces pre-shredded Cheddar cheese 
1 cup chopped tomato 

1 cup chopped green onion 

Pitted whole or sliced ripe olives 
Commercial salsa 

1(24-ounce) bag tortilla chips 


Spread refried beans evenly in a 9 inch 
pie plate. Top with alternating rows of 
cheese, tomato, and green onion. 
Garnish with ripe olives, and serve with 
salsa and tortilla chips. Yield: 8 to 10 
servings. 


ROYAL OAK: THE 
GREAT TAILGATE 
PARTY IN EVERY 


Whether it's your family 
or a few dozen ee 


is the easy favorite a 
tailgaters everywhere. 
Royal Oak lights fast and 
cooks evenly for delicious, 
dependable results that 
make you the winner. 


Royal Oak Traditional 

For over 40 years, it's been the premium 
quality standard for America's cookouts. 
Royal Oak Charcoal Lighter 

Depend on it to get your grill going fast 
and easy. 

Royal Oak Minit Lite® 

No lighter fluid needed because it's already 
in the briquets. Just pour, light and enjoy. 
Royal Oak Light* 

The ultimate in cookout convenience. Toss 
the bag in the grill and light, Thats it! 


8 curly lettuce leaves Place a lettuce leaf on each tortilla; top 

8 large flour tortillas with smoked turkey, sliced tomatoes, and 

1/2 pound smoked turkey, thinly sliced crumbled bacon. Drizzle 1 tablespoon 

2 medium tomatoes, thinly sliced Ranch dressing over each tortilla, and roll 

24 slices bacon, cooked and crumbled up tightly. Secure with wooden picks. 

1/2 cup commercial Ranch salad dressing Wrap sandwiches in plastic wrap and chill 
until serving. Yield: 8 servings. 


Kaspbeny Choetate 


1 1/2 cups all-purpose flour 

1/2 cup sugar 

3/4 teaspoon baking powder 

1/2 cup butter or margarine 

legg 

2 tablespoons milk 

1 cup semisweet chocolate morsels, divided 
3/4 cup raspberry preserves 

1(2-ounce) package sliced almonds, toasted 
and chopped 


oat 
Combine flour,sugar, and baking powder in a 
medium bow; cut in butter using a pastry 
blender until mixture resembles coarse meal. 
Combine egg and milk, whisking until 
smooth. Add to flour mixture, and stir with a 
fork until a stiff dough forms. Stir in 2/3 cup 
chocolate morsels. 

Press half of dough into a greased and floured 
9-inch baking pan; spread raspberry preserves 
evenly over dough. Drop remaining dough 
over preserves by teaspoonfuls. Bake at 350 for 
30 minutes. Cool completely on a wire rack, 
and cut into squares. 

Melt remaining 1/3 cup chocolate morsels, 
and drizzle over squares. Sprinkle with al- 
monds, if desired. Yield: 3 dozen. 


CHR 


STIAN CORNER 


DON JAMES 


FAITH IS PART 


OF THE GAMEPLAN 


By Dick Rockne 


irst there was the struggle in 1975. 
F: revive a faltering football pro- 

gram at the University of 
Washington, 

Next, there was the concern early in the 
1977 season that it wasn’t getting done. 

‘Then, during the 6-5 campaign of 1988, 
it became obvious to Don James that dramatic 
change was needed if he ever was going to re- 
store competitive order to a Husky program 
that in less than a decade had gone from three 
Rose Bowl appearances in five years to no bow! 
of any kind. 

‘Those professional challenges, said 
James, who is beginning his 18th season as 
head coach of the Huskies, were “personally 
tough times” because the public perception of 
the team is directed at the head coach. There 
were whispers about whether James could 
steady the ship. 

It is during those times “that you fall 
back on faith,” James said. “You go right back 
to it. You try to become stronger. You know 
you have to be stronger to weather the storm.” 

James, 59, describes himself as a life- 
long Christian whose upbringing included ex- 
posure to the Presbyterian Church in his native 
Ohio, where he grew up with his parents, 
‘Thomas and Florence, and his brothers, John, 
Art and Tomm) 

James, a star high school quarterback at 
Massillon, Ohio, went on to be a quarterback at 
the University of Miami (Florida), where his 
wife, Carol, was a cheerleader. He began his 
college coaching career as an assistant at 
Florida State in 1959. 

James said he became active in the 
p of Christian Athletes when he was 
int coach at Colorado in the late 
1960s. He recalls his involvement with FCA 
camps for players and coaches at Estes Park, 
near Boulder. 

It is a relationship he has maintained 
ever since by making sure players on his teams 
have access to an FCA chapter. 

“We're charged with separating church 
and state and I recognize that,” James said of 
his situation at Washington, “What I'm trying 
to do is travel that fine line in doing what we 
can to provide things for the players. And I 
don't mean try to funnel them into a particular 
faith, but to have the (FCA) outlet available and 
counseling available. 

“I don't go before the team lecturing 
them on the Bible. I feel like the example I pro- 
vide is what I want to do for them.” 
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James said he took steps after the turbulent 
1988 season to strengthen his own Christian bond 
by reading and re-reading the Bible and then lis- 
tening to the Bible on audio tapes. 

“What happens is you get to plac 
career where it could soon be over,” James. 

He described the Huskies’ 1-3 start in 
1977 as “career threatening,” before the team 
won six of its last seven games and qualified to 
play Michigan in the 1978 Rose Bowl, 

He said he “wouldn't have prolonged” 
the 1988 situation. 


around and I knew it would take a lot of 
strength, 

“What happens is .. you tend to worry 
yourself to death. It's always on your mind... when 
you get up in the morning it’s on your mind. 
When you go to bed ... when you wake up. 

“You can’t live like that. You've got to 
get rid of that focus and go to work.” 

‘That James found the strength to re- 
focus and “go to work” is obvious, After the 6-5 
season of 1988, he abandoned his I-formation- 
based, power offense in favor of one-back, mul- 
tiple-wide receiver sets. In 1989 the Huskies 
went 8-4, a record that included a 34-7 victory 
over Florida in the Freedom Bowl. 

Since then, Washington has gone 22-2, 
won two Pac-10 Conference championships 
two Rose Bowl games and a share of a national 
championship. The Huskies are favored to win 
a third straight Pac-10 title this season; another 
national crown is not out of reach. 

While faith has helped James conquer 
professional challenges, it also has helped him 
solve personal problems. 


“When you have some serious prob- 
lems, you better go for help and that (Christian 
faith) has been a place where I would go for 
help,” James said, “It’s your faith and strength 
that gets you through the tough times.” 

‘There was no tougher incident for 
James than the suicide of his father, Thomas, in 
the fall of 1971. 

“Tt was tough trying to understand,” 
James said. “Everybody I've ever talked to that's 
been involved with a person who committed 
suicide comes away with a guilt feeling, like 
‘It’s my fault.’ 

“Talking to my brothers, I found out 
they had the same feeling,” 

James said the source of his guilt was 
his first football team at Kent State, which is 
near his hometown of Massillon, 

“Dad and mom were great football fans 
and here I was a first-year head coach and he 
had to sit in the stands and hear how bad a 
coach his son was,” James said, “We had a 
tough year. We won three games, but we were 
getting drilled pretty good.” 

Many of the fans, said James, were “just 
brutal” in their appraisal of the rookie head 
coach, 

“He had a lot of pride,” James said of his 
father, “He wouldn't say a lot, but he'd be sit- 
ting up there with that cigar and it would be 
tough for him to take.” 

Eventually, said James, he came to real- 
ize that the quality of his football team at Kent 
State was not a reasonable factor in his father 
taking his own life by gunshot at age 71. 

“He was just wracked with pain,” James. 
said, “Mom felt that it was just that his body 
had broken down .., that he was in so much 
pain, in his back, his shoulders and his legs.” 

‘The death of James’ mother four years 
later was another challenge to his faith, al- 
though the circumstances were not the same 
as they had been when his dad died. 

“That was a little different in that it was 
more of a blessing,” James said. 

Florence James suffered a heart attack 
and stroke the day Don and Carol were flying to 
Seattle to be interviewed for the Washington 
job. She died several months later, the day be- 
fore the Huskies played UCLA in 1975. 

James said faith has helped him believe 
that death is, in a sense, a victory. “ It’s going to 
bea whole lot better (for the deceased) when 
they cross over,” he said. 

“That's the hope and belief you have 
with the Christian faith.” 
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LINDY’S would 
like your help 


magazines possible — football magazines most 
suited to your needs and your interests. 

To do this, we need your help. We are planning a special 
market research survey of our readers and would like to 
ask you to participate. 
The survey will be conducted by mail. All replies will be 
treated in confidence and used only in combination 
with those of other readers to develop a composite 
picture. You will, of course, receive a gift as a token of 
our appreciation for your help. 
If you would be willing to take part in this important 
survey, please fill in the following information and drop 
this page in the mail. 


\ t Lindy’s, we aim to give you the best football 


PLEASE PRINT 


Name 


Address 


City State Zip Code 


Thank you for your help. 
Please photocopy or tear out this page and mail to: 


Attn: Susan McIntosh 
Lindy’s Football Annuals 
2700 ae wae ae Lie 108 
Birming} 


NATIONAL RECRUITING REVIEW 
Gators Lead the Pack 


By ALLEN WALLACE 
FLORIDA: 


| ‘The best recruiting classes accomplish two things for a head coach: The class satisfies immediate and long-term 


needs of the program. That's the most important accomplishment. Elite classes also furnish the coach with a diverse 
group of superior athletes who will give the coach options to change the type of defense or offense he is running. This 
way he can adapt. In today’s complex world of college football, the ability to adapt from game to game and year to 
year is the biggest advantage. The overworked phrase, “class without a weakness” truly applies to the Gators. It’s big 
in numbers (24 signees, including two terrific QBs), fast, versatile, deep on both sides of the ball and includes place- 
kicker Bart Edmiston. 


IMPACT SIGNEES: A better question would be, “Who isn’t an impact signee?” Watch for linebackers Dexter Daniels of Valdosta, Ga, 
and Johnny Church of Fort Myers Cypress Lake,Fla.; QB Danny Wuerffel (Fort Walton Beach, Fla.); and fullback Dwayne Mobley. Defensive 
linemen Cameron Davis and Jeff Micel are in-staters who were among the top 10 defensive line prospects in the country. 

THE JEWEL: Offensive lineman Reggie Green (6-7, 305) from Bradenton Southeast, Fla., the nation’s finest offensive tackle prospect. 
raat gue SLEEPER: LB Jerome Evans (6-1, 215), Arcadia Desoto, Fla., is the cousin of Johnny Rembert, linebacker with the New 
ngland Patriots. 


‘The word is out. The ‘Canes annually sign truckloads of talent from Dade and Broward counties which is superior to 
some of the more publicized talent from other parts of the U.S. The ‘Canes did that again this year but also scored 
well with linemen from Texas and yes, even signed an All-America offensive lineman from California, Steven 
Hochman. 
IMPACT SIGNEES: QB Chris Walsh, Steve’s younger brother, from St Paul, Minn., who was this year’s Bobby 
Dodd Award winner; RB Danyell Ferguson of Miami Columbus; DBs Jack Hallmon, Tony Coley and Chris Gibson, all 
part of the nation’s finest group of defensive backs. 
‘THE JEWEL: Typical Miami-type ‘backer Twan Russell (6-2, 190) from Fort Lauderdale (Aquinas) who blocked three punts as a senior. 


THE SLEEPER: Defensive lineman Kenny Holmes from Vero Beach, Fla., was well-known but 22 senior season sacks justifies 
an even bigger reputation. 


COLORADO: 


California, here we come. Bill McCartney has rebuilt the Buffaloes in large part with California athletes (Eric Bieniemy and 
Darian Hagan ), and the pipeline was well-greased again this year. Four California newcomers took the bait. Texas (4) and 
Louisiana (3) were the other major suppliers for McCartney, who successfully signed the type of athletes who will help him 
make the transition to a better-balanced attack which can hurt opponents through the air. 
IMPACT SIGNEES: Matt Russell from Belleville East, Ill., and Greg Jones, the state’s best player from Denver 
(Kennedy). Wide receiver Rae Carruth from Sacramento Valley, Calif., is also a real special teams threat. 
THE JEWEL: 8-man football star running back Rashaan Salaam from San Diego Country Day, Calif., averaged 
13 yards a carry. He missed three games with a sprained knee ligament. 


THE SLEEPER: Offensive linemen Chris Naeole (6-4, 290) from Kahuku, Hawaii. It’s harder to make a name for yourself in the 
islands, but both Arizona and Washington really wanted him. 


MICHIGAN: 


‘The Wolverines recruited linemen and went everywhere in the country to do it. Harold Goodwin is from South 
Carolina, Rod Payne is from Florida, Tom Guynes is from Illinois and Eric Wendt is from Ohio. Only four signees are 
from Michigan. QB Eric Boykin from Dayton Meadowdale, Ohio, makes this the Big Ten’s most well-rounded class, 
IMPACT SIGNEES: From one end of the country to the other: The nation’s finest wideout prospect, Amani 
Toomer, hails from Concord De Lasalle, Calif., while the finest ‘backer in this year’s class, Shawn Collins, will be com- 
ing in from Paterson, N.J. 
THE JEWEL: It’s either Toomer or Collins, although Pennsylvania athlete Ty Law from Aliquippa stands out because of his versatility. 
THE SLEEPER: The Wolverines are very high on linebacker Steve Evans from Roxboro (Cushing Academy), Md. 
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WARNING: Failure to 


Change Your Wiper Blades May 
Be Hazardous To Your Health. 


An important 

factor contributing to your driving That’s because when it comes to 
safety is often overlooked...even safe driving, what you don't see, 
when you're looking right at it! can hurt you! 
Worn out wiper blades streak and Look to TRICO, the leading 


squeal across your windshield. 
It impairs your driving vision, 
and it could be the cause of 
an accident. 

TRICO recommends you 
replace your wipers 

every six months. 


original equipment supplier of 
wiper blades for automobile 
manufacturers worldwide. 


i» Available wherever quality 
Ne auto parts are sold. 


TRICO PRODUCTS CORP. 
HiGu VisIBILITY 


TEXAS A&M: 

Only Miami recruited a better class of DBs. Texans Sherrod Wyatt, Chris Colon, Andre Williams, Cedric Williams. 
and Typhail McMullen also tell you another thing about this group. Like last year, every signee is an in-stater. 
Running back recruits have found the Aggies impossible to resist in recent times and once again A&M struck gold in 
this department. Fullback Detron Smith of Dallas (Lake Highlands) averaged 10 “pancake blocks” per game. 

IMPACT SIGNEES: Wide receiver Danny McCray is as fast as any in the country with his 4.3 speed. RB 

Leeland McElroy (5-10, 185), the Super Prep Southwest Offensive Player-of-the-Year, combines dazzling speed and 
excellent tackle-breaking ability. DB Wyatt is by all accounts one of the top 5 in the country. 

THE JEWEL: QB Corey Pullig, who had previously committed to Notre Dame, combines excellent passing as well as running ability. 
THE SLEEPER: Nose guard Dez Delatorre (6-0, 275) from Irving (Nimitz) is short but incredibly strong. 


od 


CLEMSON: 
Nineteen of this year’s signees were from out-of-state. The nation’s finest group of linebackers booked a trip to 
Death Valley and an incredible group of runners will also be touching Howard's Rock before games. Conversely, not 
one single wide-out signed up. 
IMPACT SIGNEES: Quarterbacks Dexter McCleon from Meridian, Miss., and QB Patrick Sapp from Jacksonville (Raines) Fla. 
‘THE JEWEL: RB Tony Desue, who broke records set by former Penn State star D. J. Dozier (3,756 yards, 42 
TDs) in three years at Virginia Beach Kempsville, Va., could end up as a DB. 
‘THE SLEEPER: Defensive lineman Carlos Cunry (6-3, 275) from Decatur (Columbia), Ga., was credited with over 500 tackles in his career. 


es 


NOTRE DAME: 

Throughout most of December and all of January it looked as though the Irish could sign this year’s #1 group. The 
final 72 hours proved dastardly for South Bend fans however as QB Tommie Frazier gave them the cold shoulder and 
RB Danyell Ferguson chose to stay home and attend Miami. Their needs on both sides of the trenches were met. 
however, with the signing of 10 linemen. The year’s superior TE class is the best part of the offense. The defensive 
line is unbelievably talented. 

IMPACT SIGNEES: Two DBs: Bobby Taylor of Longview, Texas, and Brian Magee of Largo, Fla. Defensive 
lineman Anthony Jones from Oak Lawn (Richards), Ill., tight ends Leon Wallace from Euless (Trinity), Texas, and Pete Chrylewicz out of 
Sterling Heights (Stevenson), Mich., and OLB Alton Maiden from Dallas (Carter). 

THE JEWEL: OLB Thomas Knight, the best prospect in Tennessee (6-4, 230), is as versatile as they come for a big man. 

THE SLEEPER: Sleepers are hard to find for the Irish because ND generally recruits the highest-profile kids in every state. And 
if ND recruits you, you become high-profile. The least known signee is QB Wade Smith from Garland, Texas. 


“| 


FLORIDA STATE: 


In-state ‘backers Travis Sherman, Henri Crockett and Todd Rebol are the defensive backbone. Superior offensive 
speed recruited in both the backfield as well as at the wide-out spots. TEs Terry Davis from Columbus (Kendrick) 
Ga., and Michael Hendricks from Baytown (Sterling), Texas, are also exceptional. 

IMPACT SIGNEES: WRs Tamarick Vanover and Wayne Messam; Tallahassee RB Michael Gibson; defensive 
lineman Connell Spain and DBs Harold Battles and Sean Hamlet from Hampton, Va. 
HE JEWEL: QB Danny Kanell, the 6-foot-5, 205 pound slingshot from the small-school competition with 
big-league coaching. Kanell is a great baseball player too. 
E SLEEPER: Sean Liss, punter. This Gulfport, Fla., native has the strongest leg in America. He could have a huge impact for 
the ’Noles in future close games. 


| 


EXAS: 


Fastest finishing class in the country. Only four recruits had officially visited the Austin campus as of January 17, just 
18 days before letter-of-intent day. John Mackovic put this class together remarkably fast and stocked players at the 
offensive skill positions which are capable of scoring points for the Longhorns— and that’s what he was hired to do. 
Excellent defensive linemen and linebackers were inked as well. 
IMPACT SIGNEES: WRs Lovell Pinckney from Wash, D.C. and Mike Adams from Arlington. Texas signed only 
one offensive lineman, but Houston’s Dan Neil was regarded by all as one of the top three in the state. Also signed 
‘was San Antonio's Anthony Holmes, who rushed for 2,043 senior season yards. 

THE JEWEL: QB Shea Morenz, the 1992 Super Prep Player-of-the-Year. He will immediately contend for playing time and could 
have the same impact on the Longhorns as Eric Zeier did last year for Georgia. Shea is a pro-style passer with good mobility. 

THE SLEEPER: San Antonio DB/LB Jonathan Hickerson, who is recovering from a knee injury, blocked five kicks as a senior. 


ie 
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Do what a 310-Ib. nose tackle, 
an inside linebacker, and 
three defensive backs can’t do. 


Get your hands on Emmitt Smith. 


Pro Set makes it easy to get a hold of Emmitt Smith 
and all your favorite NFL players. Just ask for Pro Set, 
the official trading card of the NFL. 


@ cma 
© 1992 Pro Set Inc. NER 3 


SUPER PREP’S Top 92 


for ’92 


QUARTERBACKS 3. Jeff Buckey 65 285 5.1 Bokersfield, CA Stanford 
1. SheaMorenz 6-2 :'190 4.8 Seas Texas 4. Colvin Colins 62 270 4.9 Beoumont, TX Texas A&M 
2. — Donny Kanell 65 205 4.9 Ft. Louderdole, FL Florida State 5. Thomas Guynes 65 270 5.0 Konkoee, IL Michigan 
3. Chris Walsh 62 190 4.75 St. Paul, MN ‘Miami & Jonathon Ogden 68 330 5.4 Washington, OC UCLA 
4. Tommy Frazier 60 190 4.5  Brodenton, FL Nebraska 7. Lory Wright 64 270 5.0 Jacksonville, FL South Carolina 
5. Ryon Driscoll 64 200 4.8 Marion, 1A lowa 8. Pete Marcayk 6-4 280 5.1 Absecon, NI Penn State 
6. Corey Pullig 63 205 4.6 Deer Park, 1X Texas A&M 9. Boris Oden 65 270 5.1 Decatur GA Penn Stote 
7, Eric Boykin 64 195 4.6 Dayton, OH Michigan 10. K.C Jones 63 245 4.9 Midland, TX Miomi 
8. Dexter McCleon 511185 4.5 Meridian, MS Clemson 11. Don Neil 63 270 5.1 Houston, TX Texas 
9. Chad David 61 185 4.75 Son Diego, CA Oklchoma 12. Paul Grosmanis 6-4 260 4.85 Jenison, MI Notre Dame 
10. Wolly Richardson 6-4 200 4.75 Sumter, SC Penn State 
V1. Donny Wuerffel = 6-3. 195 4.7 Ft. Wolton Bch, FL Florida DEFENSIVE LINEMEN: 

Anthony Jones 6-5 250 4.8 Ook Lown, IL Notre Dame 

RUNNING BACKS Comeron Davis 6-4 240 4.6 St. Thomas, FL Florida 
1, Steve Davis 62 217 4.45 rete Auburn 3 Thomas Knight 64 230 4.85 Memphis, TN Notre Dame 
2. Travis McGuire §=— 6-0 180 4.45 Massillon Ohio State 4. Morcus Jones 66 245 4.8 SW Onslow, NC North Carolina 
3. Danyell gen 511190 4.4 Mimi, FL Miami 5. Shane Burton 66 238 4.9 Catawba, NC Tennessee 
4, Dwayne Mobley 5-11210 4.6 Brooksville, FL Florida 6 — Cethic Jones 64 235 4.7 Houston, TX Oklahoma 
5. Leeland McElroy 510185 4.4 Beaumont, TX Texas A&M 7. Mike McCullough 6-3 270 5.0 Chaska, MN Notre Dame 
6, Robert Davis 511180 4.4 Birminghom, AL LSU 8. Jeff Mitchell 64 250 4.9 Clearwater, FL Florida 
7. — Michael Thompson 6-1 185 4.4 lovin, NM Oklchoma 9. Lorry Townsend 65 275 4.95 Son Jose, CA Nebraska 
8. — Brandell Jackson 5-11 200 4.5 Brenham, TX Baylor 10. John Browning 65 240 4.8 Miami, FL West Virginia 
9. Jeff Frazier 62 210 4.4 Westmoore,OK —  Oklchoma 
10. Dwonye Chandler 6-0 210 4.6 Aberdeen, MS Oklchoma LINEBACKERS 
V1. Roshoan Solaom 6-1 195 4.4 San Diego, CA Colorado 1. Shawn Collins 6-3 210 4.6 Paterson, NJ Michigan 
12. Wood Hankins 59 180 4.55 Owosso, OK Michigan 2. Scott Freeney 63 2354.6 Athens, GA Syracuse 
13. Mike McFarlone 6-2. 230 4.55 Westwood, MA lowa 3. Matt Russell 62 235 4.65 Belleville, IL Colorado 
14, David Dotson 510190 4.5 Moreno, CA Souther Col 4. Bernard Randolph 6-3 240 4.65 Pendleton, SC Clemson 

5. James Gillyord 6-6 220 4.55 Shreveport, LA 
TIGHT ENDS 6. Greg Jones 65 215 4.6 Denver, CO Colorado 
1. Dovid Lafleur 66 250 4.8 Westlake, LA iS] 7. \ustin Morabito 6-1 225 4.7 Bethlehem, PA Stanford 
2. Pete Ch (es 65 240 4.65 Sterling Heights, Ml Notte Dame 8. Aton Maiden = 6-3 225 4.7 Dallas , TX Notte Dome 
3. Leon Wallace = 6-5. 285 4.85 Euless, TX Notre Dome 9, James Bates 62 215 4.6 Sevierville, TN Florida 
4. Adam Meadows 6-6 250 4.8 Powder Springs, GA Georgia 10. Williom Moris 6-2 235 4.7 Chicago, IL Ihinois 
5. Curtis Tuer 65 210 4.7 Scott City, KS Kansas State 
6. Kris Mangum, 65 245 4.8 Magee, MS Naboma DEFENSIVE BACKS: 

1. Bobby Taylor 64 190 4.5 baie, an Notre Dome 

KICKER/PUNTER 2. Sherrod Wyott 62.185 4.5 Dallas, TK Texas A&M 
1. Eric Abrams 8 170 Son Diego, CA Stanford, 3. Brion Magee 511195 4.4 Largo, FL Notre Dome 
2. Sean Liss 5 200 Gulfport, FL Florida State 4. Lawyer Milloy = 61-180 4.6 Tacoma, WA Washington. 

5. Billy Coats 58 175 4.5 Arlington, TX lowa 

WIDE RECEIVERS & Ron Nealy 510170 4.55 Concordville, PA South Coralina 
1. Amni Toomer 63 180 4.5 Concord, CA Michigan 7. Chris Colon 63 205 4.5 Deer Park, IX Texas A&M, 
2. Jason Shelly 62 170 4.5 Vallejo, CA Washington 8. Ty Howard 511175 4.4 Columbus, OH Ohio State 
3. Lovell Pinckney 65 205 4.55 Washington, DC ‘Texas 9. Todd Rebol 61 210 4.6 Punto Gorda, FL Florida State 
4. Eddie Kennison 6-0 175 4.3  Loke Charles, LA LSU 
5. Monty Means 63-185 4.6 Union, SC South Carolina ATHLETES 
6. Derric nies 6-2 190 4.55 Indianapolis, IN Notre Dame 1. Richard Brooks 6-2. 2004.55 Pittsburgh, PA. Georgia Tech 
7. Juan Daniets 61 175 4.5 Norcross, GA Georgia 2. Tony Desue 60 195 4.43 Virginia Beach, VA Clemson 
8. Freddie Scott 60 175 4.5 Detroit, MI Penn State 3. Donny McCroy == 6-0-1178 4.35: Killeen, TX Texas A&M, 
9. Roe Conuth 60 190 4.5 Sncomento, CA Colorado 4. Tomarick Vanover 6-2 190 4.4 Tollahassee, FL Florida State 
10. Mercury Hayes © 5-11 180 4.4 Houston, TX Michigan 5. Corolos Jones 511175 4.4 Marrero, LA Miami 

6. Ty low 6-0 185 4.45 Aliquippa, PA Michigan 

OFFENSIVE LINEMEN. 7. levelnd Smith 6-1 198 4.5 Moreno Volley, CA California 
. Reggie Green 68 300 5.4 Bradenton, FL Florida 8. Scott Fields 62 200 4.6 lo Puente, CA Souther Cal 
2. Korey Stringer 65 295 5.0 Worten Hardin, OH Ohio State 


NOTE: Heights and weights may vary due fo having various sources. 
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other high-profiles decided to join the fold. 
THE SLEEPER: Lineman Mark Manuel (6-6, 240) from Houston (Yates). 


Now that Cale Gundy has established the pass in Soonerville, wide receivers have decided Norman, Okla., is a 
much more attractive place. Receivers, running backs and a terrific quarterback dominate this class, which also 
includes athletes from Texas, a state this program has to recruit from as well. 

IMPACT SIGNEES: The finest group of running back signees in the country featuring Dwayne Chandler, 
Aberdeen, Miss.; Jeff Frazier, Westmoore, Okla., who runs a 4.4 forty at 6-foot-2, 210 pounds; and New Mexico 
Player-of-the-Year Michael Thompson of Clovis. 

THE JEWEL: San Diego QB Chad Davis who threw for 9,332 career passing yards. The Sooners had all 
their eggs in this youngster’s basket. They had to get him and they did. When Chad committed to the Sooners, 


fil 


THE JEWEL: Cedar Rapids’ QB Ryan Driscoll (6-4, 200) is a big-time thrower they had to keep from leaving the state. He threw 
for 3,654 yds and will also play baseball for the Hawks. 

THE SLEEPER: DB Artis Jackson from Fort Lauderdale, Fla., used his 10.4 speed to block four punts as a junior, but he didn’t 
play as a senior because of age restriction. 


IOWA: 

Four youngsters from Texas dot the Hawk signing list, supplying this small 14-man group with the speed they 
needed in the secondary and the offensive backfield. They only signed two linemen but both Ian Davis from 
a Wt and Ted Serama from Chicago Heights, IIl., were prep All-Americas. Only two in-state kids signed 
scholarships, 

IMPACT SIGNEES: Big running back (6-3, 225) Michael McFarlane from Westwood, Mass., restocks the 
team with a “Nick Bell-like” player and Texas speed merchant Sedric Shaw (6-1, 185) can also run with power. 
Super Prep Southwest Defensive Player-of-the-Year Bly Coats from Arlington (Lamar), Texas, has the ability to 
excel at the corner position. 


FOR HOT NATIONAL RECRUITING INFORMATION 
‘SuperPrep's Allen Wallace provides info: ($1.49 EACH MINUTE) 
ote noyee CALL 1-900-860-8500 & 1-900-740-7737 


“AX 
lake-up with the latest recruiting information. It's in your 
Please FAX to me your '92-'93 SUPERFAX service: 23 FAX 


1 ectuiting reports (1 in late November, 4 in December) — early 
H { danvary, 18 from mid-January until Letter-of-Intent Day. 
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Need We Say More ! ! 


“SEN 


r Prep’s TOP 50 
IORS TO WATCH | 


Ht. Wt. 40-Time Hometown/High School 


Ht. Wt, 40-Time Hometown/High Schoo! 


THAD BUSBY 
TIMCAREY 

JEFF HECKLINSKI 
RON POWLUS 


RUNNING BACKS 
JAMES ALLEN 

CHRIS DICKERSON 
KEVIN FRANKLIN. 

JAY GRAHAM 

AMEL JACKSON 

DION MARION 

MIKE MITCHELL 
CHARLES TALLEY 

WIDE RECEIVERS 
JAMM| GERMAN: 

TRENT JONES: 5-9 
MAURICE MEBANE 6-4 
TONY SIMMONS ~— 6-1 
MARQUIS MOSELY 6-2 


200 


175 
210 
170 
185 
215, 
200 


PENSACOLA/PAGE, FL 
LOS ALAMITOS, CA 
PALATINE, IL 
BERWICK, PA 


WYNNEWOOD, OK 
CONCORDVILLE/GLEN MILLS, PA 
BATON ROUGE/CATHOLIC, LA 
CONCORD, NC 

MARIETTA, GA 

KILLEEN, TX 

PHOENIX/BROPHY PREP, AZ 
PONTIAC/NORTHERN, MI 


FT MYERS, FL 
MIAMI/PALMETTO, FL. 
BURLINGTON/CUMMINGS, NC 
CHICAGO/ST. RITA, IL 
BLOOMINGTON, IL 


TIGHT ENDS: 

JESSIE McCOVERY 6-3 
DULAYNE MORGAN 6-4 
TARAS ROSS 6-4 
TIM WATSON 63 
RHODNEY WILLIAMS 6-6 


235 
220 
225 
225 
240 


MOBILE/THEODORE, AL 

ELIZABETH, NU 

DADE CITY/PASCO, FL 
LINWOOD/MAINLAND REGIONAL, NJ 
PALATAKA, FL 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 

WILLIEANDERSON 6-5 
ERICCHANDLER = 6-8 
WILL FRIEND 6-4 


300 
825 
270. 


5.0 


MOBILE/VIGOR, AL. 
INDIANAPOLIS/LAWRENCE N.. IN 
PHILADELPHIA/NESHOBA CENTRAL, MS 


| ERIC DOTSON 


| EVAN O’FERRAL 


| JAMEL WILLIAMS 


| CHRISKURPEIKIS 6-7 285 5.1 _ PITT/CENTRAL CATH, PA 


| BILLY BERON 
| CHRIS BROWN 


WILLIAM GARR 6-2 
6-4 
65 
6-4 


GERMAINE GRAY 
BRUCE THOMPSON 


LINEBACKERS: 
J.J, BROWN: 
MIKE ELSTON: 
ROB SWETT 
AARON THOMAS, 
ALLEN WILBON, 


6-3 
6-5 
6-2 
6-4 
6-2 


FRANKLIN WISEMAN 6-1 


| DEFENSIVE BACKS 


GREG MELVIN 6-3 
5-11 
ANDRE PAM 5-11 


6-2 


44 
45 
44 


METAIRIE/RUMMEL, LA 
KC/BISHOP HOGAN, MO 
DALLAS/CARTER, TX 
PASCAGOULA, MS 
RIALTO/EISENHOWER, CA 
FT, WORTH/WYATT, TX 


CHESTERFIELD, SC 

‘ST MARY'S/MEMORIAL, OH 
DOYLESTOWN/CEN, BUCKS WEST, PA 
ELMHURST/MMACULATE GON, IL 
DALLAS/KIMBALL, TX 


VIRGINIA BEACH/BAYSIDE, VA 
BROOKHAVEN/BELLPORT, NY 
SYRACUSE/NOTTINGHAM, NY: 


4.55 MERRILLVILLE, IN 


| ATHLETES 
STAISBOSEMAN 6; 
| CY BUTLER 510 


BYRON CAPERS 
MARC EDWARDS 
ZACK McCALL 


6-3 
6-2 
6-2 


| CARL McCULLOUGH 6-2 


INGLEWOOD/MORNINGSIDE, CA 
WESTON, MA. 
MARIETTA/(WHEELER, GA 
CINCINNATI/NORWOOD, OH 
FITCHBURG, MA, 

ST. PAUL/CRETIN-OURHAM HALL, MN 


KICKER/PUNTER 
SCOTT BENTLEY 6-1 


175 


AURORA, CO 


hz 


OHIO 


Winner of this year’s Biggest-Improvement-Oyer-The-Previous-Year Award after the Buckeyes lost numerous 
in-state blue-chippers and nailed a 1991 recruiting derby rank of 36. Superior runners, linebackers, tight ends 
and offensive linemen, including the man they absolutely could not let get away and beat Michigan to get — 
6-foot-6, 310-pound Korey Stringer from Warren Harding, The late decision by QB Joe Pickens to transfer to 


TE: 


Duke left a big hole, with no time to fill it. 


IMPACT SIGNEES: LB Jayson Gwinn and DB Ty Howard, both from Columbus; TE D.J. Jones, a 6-foot-5, 


250 pounder out of Lebanon, Ohio, and Stringer, of course. 


THE JEWEL: RB Travis McGuire, the Super Prep Midwest Offensive Player-of-the-Year who enrolled 
early at Ohio State during the spring, was as versatile as any offensive back in the U.S. 
THE SLEEPER: RB Eddie George, 6-foot-3, 225, Fork Union (Military), Va. 


A) BOMB JACKET by Apex One. Exact jacket worn 
on NFL sidelines. Features quilt lining for added 
warmth, embroidered logo on leftchest. Embroidered 
applique team name on back with zipper front & de- 
tachable hood, BEARS, BILLS, BENGALS, 49ers, 
BROWNS, CHIEFS, COWBOYS, DOLPHINS, 
EAGLES, FALCONS, GIANTS, LIONS, PACKERS, 
RAIDERS, REDSKINS, STEELERS. Item FBK 
S(36), (38-40), L(42-44),XL(46-48) $109.95 


B) OFFICIAL NEL PARKA by Starter. Thisis the 
parka worn on the sidelines. Quilt lining, team logo on 
front & team name on back. Full zipper front with snaps 
and bottom side zippers. Drawstring hood. Authentic 
Pro Line Quality. Most teams in stock for NFL-MLB- 
NHL-NCAA-NBA. Item FPA: S,M,L,XL $119.95; XXL. 
$129.95. Childs (NFL only): S(B), M(12), L(16), XL(20) $89.95 
BLACK PRO LINE PARKA with Back Patch Same 
features as above, with large team logo on back. BILLS, 
CHIEFS, COWBOYS, DOLPHINS, EAGLES, 49ers, 
FALCONS, GIANTS, OILERS, PACKERS, RAIDERS, 
REDSKINS. Item FBP. S, M, L, XL.$129.95. (No Childs) 


C) AUTHENTIC NFL HELMET by Riddell can now 
be yours! Identical to the ones worn by the Pros. All 
teams available - size Large only. $189.95. Item FPH. 


D) AUTHENTIC NFL GAME JERSEY 
Wear what the Pro NFL Players wear, 
Pro-numbered and cut large for use over 
shoulder pads. When ordering specify team 
color or white. All teams in stock! Sizes: 
M(38-40), L(42-44), XL(46) $79.95; 
XXL, $84.95. Item FPU. Have your jersey 
customized exactly as the Pros with any 
name on name plate, Add $16.95. Allow 
4-6 weeks for delivery. Sorry, customized 
items are not returnable, 


E) PRO STARTER JACKET Durable 
STARTER satin twill with quilted lining and 
snap front, A favorite among NFL coaches 
for eyes All teams in stock for all sports. 
L: $84.95 (49ers $109.95; in- 
ee team name across back). item FPK. 
Team name on back of any jacket, add $28. 
‘Add $10 for any name embroidered in 
seripton frontleft chest. 
Sorry, customized items are not returnable. 


* Use this form or one of your own 


F) PROLINE SWEATSHIRT by Russell. This 
heavy-duty sweatshirt will give you the same high 
performance as itdoes the Pros. Cowboys, 49ers, 
Bears, Browns, Dolphins, Eagles, Giants, Falcons, 


Packers, Raiders, Redskins, Saints, Steelers. 
Sizes: M, L, XL $32.95; XXL $39.95; Item FRS 
G) PROLINE T-SHIRT by Bike. Same heavy 
weight t-shirt the Pros wear, AllNFLteams! 
Sizes: M, L, XL $16.95; XXL $21.95. Item FPT 


1) PRO LINE NEL CAP 100% Wool cap has 

team name & logo embroidered on front. 

Adjustable, $19.95 each, Item FPC. 

2) COTTON TWILL Cap $12.95, Item FCC; 

3) NFL WOOL STARTER CAP $17.95, Item FWC; 

4) BLACK ZUBAZ CAP $14.95, Item FBZ; 

5) NEWERA NFL CAP $17.95, Item FLC. 
AllCaps Adjustable. 


Dept. LF92 


CHARGE IT! Phone: 1-800-PRO-TEAM 


Paying by check or [ITEM # / DESCRIPTION TEAM SIZE_[QTY | PRICE | TOTAL 
*1-2 week delivery on most orders hee Mail your order to: 
(4-5 weeks on personal checks, MANNY'S BASEBALL LAND | 
4-6 weeks on customized items) oases GFP. 

*Postage: $5.95 shipping within the U. S. obs Galina erases 

Spgs ie MpOlreG.Canada AK.) Payby: Check Money Order QVISA OMC CDISCOVER DAE. Subtotal 

HI: ‘ostage| 

tea Totalenclosed 
phone #: Tred Card w Bp. 
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NoTRE DAME 
FIGHTING IRISH 


ND Pans To Have Fun, But Get Stincy, On DEFENSE 


By Eric HANSEN 


Lou Holtz was reeking 
of Gatorade when he 
fired the first shot. 

Tt was moments. 


Co after Notre Dame's 39- 
THE FIGHTING 28 upset of Florida in 
MBIRISH the Sugar Bowl on 


Jan. 1 that the Notre 
Dame head football coach canned himself 
as the team’s self-appointed defensive co- 
ordinator. 

If the Irish players have their way, 
Holtz will relinquish his duties as fashion 
coordinator as well this season. Notre 
Dame sported a look in that game — 
white jerseys with green numerals and 
green socks — that several N.D. players 
likened to Gumby. 

But rarely did Notre Dame look bet- 
ter on defense toward the end of the 1991 
season than in the Sugar Bowl, which is 
why the departure of the real defensive co- 
ordinator, Gary Darnell, shortly thereafter 
was hardly a shock. 

Darnell, who stayed two seasons in 
South Bend, landed at Texas, where he'll 
coach on the offensive side of the ball and 
attend to administrative duties. While 
Holtz publicly denied a rift existed be- 
tween the two coaches, the fact remains: 
he took over the defense following back- 
to-back losses to Tennessee (35-34) and 
Penn State (35-13). 

In Darnell’s defense, the injuries 
suffered by the Irish on defense were stag- 
gering. But so were the numbers produced 
against that defense. 

Notre Dam 3 in 1991) ranked 
84th out of 106 Division I-A schools 
against the run in 1991 and was no better 
than 53rd nationally in any other defen- 
sive category. 

The Irish do return 10 starters on 
the defensive unit, but that could be per- 
ceived as either good news or bad news. 


“T'd have to say the biggest question 
mark on this team is still defense,” Holtz 
said. “Somebody asked me to evaluate my- 
self as a defensive coordinator. What we 
did is we had some fun. We played with 
some competitiveness and some confi- 
dence. And that's all I wanted to do — 
have some fun playing.” 

Rick Minter, 37, is the new man in 
charge of “fun”, and one of five new mem- 
bers of Holtz’s staff. He came from Ball 
State and is big on slogans, even bigger on 
preparation. 

The other newcomers are: 

© Mike Trgovac, a former Michigan 
defensive line standout who will coach the 
defensive line. 


NOTRE DAME AT A GLANCE 
Team Stren; cone thes Quarterback and 
fullback. Offensive and defensive 
line. Linebackers and kicking 
game. Abundance of speed and 
Feoth i in the skill positions. Tight 
end and fullback. 
Possible Weaknesses: Secondary, 
while talented, makes numerous 
mistakes which lead to “big 
plays”. 
Players to Watch: Jerome Bettis, 
FB; Reggie Brooks, RB; Jeff Burris, 
CB; Tom Carter, CB; Willie Clark, 
DB/RB; Lake Dawson, WR (ques- 
tionable due to personal reasons); 
Demetrius DuBose, LB; Oliver 
Gibson, NT; Justin Hall, OT (ques- 
tionable due to academics); Craig 
Hentrich, K/P; Clint Johnson, WR; 
Eric Jones, DT; Dean Lytle, FB; 
Oscar McBride, TE; Devon 
McDonald, OLB ; Mike Miller, 
WR; Rick Mirer, QB; Irv Smith, 
TE; ‘Aaron Taylor, OG; Bryant 
Young, DT. 


* Joe Wessel, the new outside 
linebackers coach and a volunteer assis- 
tant coach with the Irish in 1991 after 
turning down a paying position, ironically, 
with former Notre Dame coach Gerry 
Faust last year at Akron. 

© Earle Mosely, a Vietnam veteran 
who comes over from Temple, who will 
coach the running backs. 

And former Notre Dame stand- 
out quarterback Tom Clements, perhaps 
the most intriguing of the new assistants. 

The 38-year-old Clements left a suc- 
cessful Chicago law firm to take the Irish 
quarterbacks coaching opening, his first- 
ever coaching job. To which Holtz 
quipped, “It’s a win-win situation. If he 
can’t coach, at least we've got another 
lawyer off the streets.” 

The high turnover in assistants this 
season can presumably be read as a house- 
cleaning, but it is not conclusive. 

First of all, since taking over as 
head coach at Notre Dame in 1986, Holtz 
has never had the same staff from one sea- 
son to the next. In fact, during the 101 
years of Notre Dame football, the Irish 
have had 116 assistant coaches. Including 
the new additions for this season, more 
than one-fifth of those have worked for 
Holtz, N.D.’s 13th head coach. 

Some jumped and some were 
pushed. To Holtz’s credit, he generally 
goes out of his way to provide a parachute 
in either case, another reason the distinc- 
tion is blurred. 

Interestingly, for the first time in 
recent memory, Holtz’s own departure 
isn’t rumored to be imminent. He signed a 
five-year contract in December, largely to 
serve that end, 

Notre Dame executive vice-presi- 


Junior fullback Jerome Bettis, 6-foot, 247-pound 
‘Sugar Bowl MVP, rushed for 972 yards during the 
regular season as well as scoringa _school- 
record 20 TDs. 


JONATHAN DANIEL /ALLSPORT 
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Figutine IRISH OFFENSE 


No, Name Pos. Class Ht. Wt Hometown Name Pos. Class Hometown Number Quarterback Year 
54 Leroy Adams Cd. 6-3 256 Wapato, WI 33 Greg Lane CB dt. 5-9 176 Austin, TX 3 lok Mirer® Santor 
20 Mark Andrzejewski SS So. 5-8 164 South Bend 72 Ryan Leahy 0G So. 6-4 284 Yakima, WA 7 Pau! Failla Sophomore 
43 John-Paul Augeri CB Jr. 5-10 173 Newburyport, MA 22 Robleonard K dr. _189 Decatur, GA Number Tailback 
1 Huntley Bakich DE So. 6:2 203 Carrolton, 'x 38 Rick Lozano TB St. 5-10 189 Bayard, NM Reggie Brooks Senior 
63 Jason Beckwith OG Jt. 6-2 238 Edwardsburg, MI | 55 Deanlytle FB Jt. 6-3 221 Brevard, NC Lee Becton Sophomore 
42 LeeBecton TB ‘So. 6-0 189 Emu, NC {1 TomMacDonald QB So. 5-11 175 Chestertield, MO Number Fullback 
47 Pete Borcich LB Jt. 6-1 230 Mokena, IL 57 Bernard Mannelly OT Sr, 64 273 Marietta, GA 6 Jerome Bettis" Junior 
24 JonBergmann 1LB ut, 6-0 198 Walker, MN 26 DrewMarsh Kt, 6-0 185 San Angolo, TX 55 Dean Lytle Junior 
6 Jorome Bettis FB ut, 6-0 247 Detroit, Mi 80 Oscar McBride TE Jr. 6-5 251 Chiefland FL Number Split End Year 
41 Reggie Brooks TB Sr. 5-8 200 Tulsa, OK 45 Devon McDonald DE Sr 6-4 241 Paterson, NJ . mintdonnson AAT 
95 Junior Bryant OT Sr. 6-5 263 Omaha, NE 45 Kevin McDougal QB Jr, 6-2 182 Pompano Beach, FL | | 49 aaraatlaral Senior 
9 JeffBurris FS dr. 6-0 194 RockHil SC 89 Karmeeleyah McGil DE Sr. 63 224 Clearwater. amber tanker veAr 
43 TomCarter CB Jr. 5-11 184 St.Petersburg, FL | 70 Mike McGlinn OT dr 6:6 265 Kansas Cty, MO hs er oe — 
42 MattCasey QB So, 6-1 188 St. Louis, MO 34 Brian Meter CB Jt._5-7_ 182 Saginaw, Ml a ees Senter 
32 Wille Clark TB Jt, 5-10 181 Wheatland, CA 83 Mike Miler SE So. 5-7 185 Missouri ity TX tay Griggs 
29 John Covington SS Jt. 6-2 197 WinterHaven,FL | 3 RickMirer 0B Sr. 62 217 Goshen Number Tight End Year 
37 Travis Davis SS__So. 6-0 188 Carson, CA 23 LaRon Moore SE So. 5-9 173. Indianapolis 84 Irv Smith Senior 
87 Lake Dawson FL Jr. ‘6-1 202 Federal Way, WA 58 Jeremy Nau LB So, 6-4 226 Hammond 80 Oscar McBride Junior 
31 Demetrius DuBose LB Sr 6-2 234. Seattle, WA 66 Todd Norman OG Jr._6:6 289 Huntington Geach, CA | [TALEO COE) Year 
7 Paul Falla OB So, 6-2 185 Sowickly, PA 46 ChiisParenti OB Jr._5-14 193. Hinsdale, (L 2 Ryan Leahy ‘Sophomore 
44 JimFlanigan LB Jr, 6-2 247 SturgeonBay, Wi | 18 KevinPendergast K Sr. 5-10 160 Simsbury, CT 78 Jordan Halter Senior 
94 Reggie Fleurima OT So, 6-3 262 Evanston, IL 49 Anthony Peterson LB Jt. 6-0 217 Monongahela, PA Number Quick Guard Year 
27 David Fuentes FB Jt, 6-9 198 Weslaco, TX 82 Wiliam Pollard SE Sr, 6-5 220 FortKnox, KY 6 Prodd Norman alinlor 
71 Herbert Gibson OT So, 6-5 283 Detroit, Ml 44 Stephen Pope FS J.__6:3 199. Chehalis, WA 5 Stuart Tyner Sonion 
56 Oliver Gibson DE Jr, 6-8 257 Romeovil, IL 98 J.T Profit OT J 6-1 269 Atlanta, GA Number! Cawiar Year 
54 Justin Goheen LB So. 6-2 220 Wexford, PA 46 Brian Ratigan LB St. 64 226 Council Blufs, IA a ‘in TET aie 
27 Tracy Graham SS So. 5-10 187 Chicago,IL 68 deft Pinoy C So, 65 254 Storing IL 7 TEAS STARD sae 
14 Ray Griggs ‘FL, 6-1 195 University Park, | 39 Marvin Robinson CB Jr. 6-8 176 Tampa, FL 
19 Jim Guerrora OB St, 60 176 Sanduskey, OH 61 TimAuddy dt, 63 278 Dunmore, PA Namber's Strong Siard ont 
20 Lamar Guillory CB Sr. 5-9 190 Tulsa, OK 2 LeShane Saddler SS Jr.__5-11 193 Waterloo, 1A zd Aaron Taylor” Junior 
73 dustin Hall OT St. 64 207 Dallas, TX 36 Jeremy Sample FB So. 5-11 213 Woodridge, IL 67 Mark Zataveski Sophomore 
78 Jordan Walter OT St, 6-7 296 Troy, Ml 91 Rich Sauget TE So, 6-4 218 Sauget, iL Number Strong Tackle Year 
90 Brian Hamilton OT Jr, 6-8 263 Chicago, IL 84 Irv Smith TE St_6-4 246 Browns Mils, NJ 65 Lindsay Knapp" Senior 
28 Craig Hontrich KP S64 197 Godlrey, IL 30. Nick Smith DE Sr,_6:2 219 Gincinnai, OH 70 Mike MeGlinn Junior 
52 Germaino Holden DE So, 6:4 240 Anderson, SC 24 Charles Staford SE So. 5-10 176 Bartlet, IL 
85 Robert Hughes TE Jr. 6-7 256 Syracuse, NY 50 Greg Stoo DT So, 6-2 236 LaGrange, IL F I D 
Lae ee Ree rte — | tert — ote ee te ees —| —PIGHTING TRISH UEFENSE _ 
8 GiintJohinson FL dt. 5-8 179 Altamonte Springs, FL | 19 Mark Swenson FL Jr, 5-8 152 San Antonio, TX NAmbars Uneieasinn Teolle nenvear 
59 Lance Johnson C Sr 6-1 265 Charlotte, NC % John Taliaferto DT So. 6-4 226. Riva, MO ™ ate — 
13 MattJohnson QB Sr._5-11 192 Kokomo 7% AaronTaylor OG Jr_G4 284 Concord, CA i 
81 Eric Jones OT S65 254 Portage 51 Stuart Tyner 0G_—_St._6-4 273 Tomball, "X (a SUN GCEyENt Sn 
65 Lindsay Knapp OT S66 271 Deed Ik 22 Shawn Wooden CB 60. 6-10 177 Wilow Grove, PA 
53 _ Jim Kordas OT So. 6-5 267 Chicago, IL 97 Bryant Young OT Jr, 63271 Chicago Heights, IL 56 Oliver Gibson Junior 
62 ChetLacheta 0G _—Sr._62 279 Chicago Heights, IL_ | 79 Tyler Young OT So. 6-4 251 Bethlehem, PA 79 Tyler Young Sophomore 
17 MattLahey GB Sr. 6-1 165. Neenah, WI 67 Mark Zataveski 0G So, 6-6 282 Roslyn, PA 
88 Mike Lal FSS S11 201 Manassas, VA 34 Ray Zellars FB So. 5-11 203 Pittsburgh, PA 81 Eric vanes" Senior 
90 Brian Hamilton Junior 
Number Qutside Linebacker Year 
FIGHTING IRISH STATISTICS 89 Karmecleyah McG" Senior 
pr Huntley Bakich Sophomore 
Number Inside Linebacker Year 
PASSING TACKLES 31 Demetrius DuBose™ Senior 
Att Comp Yards Pct 1D Int DuBose (127), R.Smith (69), 54 Justin Goheen Sophomore 
Mirer 234 192 2117 56.4 18 10 Bercich (69), Burris (63), Number ess LNDaEE a 
4 wnthony Peterson Junior 
tea 85 SO Moon, van) | [Na 
RUSHING Number Outside Linebacker Year 
ann No Yards Avy gD INTERCEPTIONS 45 Devon McDonald" Senior 
Carter (6), R.Smith (3), 52 Germaine Holden Sophomore 
Bettis 168 972 58 53 16 Burris (2), five players (1) Number DOORS 
se ea 8 Src Het COROT 
Culver 101 550 54 52 2 : Manibar DTCORTERATE 
RECEIVING Coach: Lou Holtz 33 Greg Lane union 
+ 479.99. 39 Marvin Robinson Junior 
Name No Yards Avg Lg 1D 56-17-0, 6 years; 172-82-5 overall, 22 years 
T. Smith 42 789 188 83 4 1991 Record: 10-3-0 28 John Covington” Junior 
Dawson 2443318049 Stadium: Notre Dame (59,075) CCE OEE 
Brown SEAS Sy Lettermen Returning: 42 9 deff Buri Junior 
Bettis 17 190, 11.2 25 4 7 Travis Davis Sophomore 
* Denotes returning starters. 
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NOTRE DAME 


dent Rev. E. William Beauchamp said the Smith called Bettis the best college full- 
university would not publicly discuss the back he’s ever seen. And yet Holtz, besides 
salary figures of the contract, and asked taking a look at Bettis in a one-back set, 


Holtz to do the same. “No problem, 


Father,” Holtz joked. “I'm as embarrassed drills. 


about it as you are.” 


toyed with him at tailback a little in spring 


Part of the thinking there was to 


Holtz likely wouldn’t have had as give a longer look to backups Dean Lytle 
much time to work on his one-liners had and Ray Zellars. 
quarterback Rick Mirer decided to leave Lytle, a junior who moved over from 


with a year of eligibility remaining. 

Mirer, voted captain for 1992 
along with linebacker Demetrius 
DuBose, was eighth nationally in 
passing efficiency last season and 
set a school record for TD passes 
(18) as a junior. 

The importance to the Irish 
of his return is underscored by the 
fact that Holtz is still looking for a 
backup quarterback. Sophomore 
Paul Failla probably has an edge, 
even though he divided his atten- 
tion in the spring between football 
practice and playing for the Notre 
Dame baseball team. 

But whoever emerges will be 
largely untested. Failla and junior 
Kevin McDougal threw only 10 
passes last year. 

Mirer, meanwhile, maintains 
he was never really close to going, 
that he wasn’t frustrated with the 
simplicity of the Irish passing game 
and Notre Dame's lack of reliance 
on it, and that money had little to 
do with his decision. 

Yet he did research his op- 
tions extensively. And Holtz has 
promised a more wide-open attack 
— maybe. And Mirer never could 
get an accurate read on just how 
highly the pro scouts thought of 
him. 


“At times it seemed interest- 
ing and appealing — and kind of 
scary,” the senior from Goshen, 
Ind., said, “ think I'll have the 
Notre Dame family behind me until 
the day I die. I'll be a fat, old man 
and they'll still be my friends. I 


defensive end, is a 6-foot-3, 221-pounder 


= 


And although it is assumed he 
would return in the fall, it wasn’t guaran- 
teed. Nor is Holtz’s desire to leave him on 
offense. 

illie Clark probably broke as 


many tackles as anyone we had last year,” 
Holtz said, “even though he didn’t carry 
the ball all that much. 

“The guy has unbelievable elusive- 
ness. I walk off the practice field saying 


= ‘did you see what he did today?’ He's 


an excellent talent on offense, and 
Tl go to my grave feeling that way.” 

Clark’s absence opened the 
door for senior Reggie Brooks, the 
younger brother of Tony Brooks, 
who was part of last year’s tailback 
tag team. The younger Brooks has 
spent time on defense but more 
time buried on the tailback depth 
chart. He did, however, have a 
strong spring. 

“One of the things the coach- 
es were trying to get across to me 
was to run north and south,” Brooks 
said. “I got caught dancing around. I 
never gave anybody a reason to con- 
sider me.” 

The only reason why senior 
tight end Irv Smith wasn’t consid- 
ered more is because he had All- 
American Derek Brown ahead of 
him. But now that Brown is gone, 
there are few who question whether 
Smith can be as good. 

He is bigger, faster and 

stronger than last year. And in 
today’s vernacular, he’s more fo- 
cused, too. Smith gave up baseball, 
which he had played until this 
spring. 
Holtz paints the rest of the of- 
fense as question marks, but they're 
closer to options, and attractive ones 
at that. 

At wide receiver, 5-foot-7, 
155-pound Michael Miller has re- 
turned and so have the comparisons 
to former Irish all-purpose standout 
Raghib “Rocket” Ismail. 


don’t know if it would have been 
that way if I had gone. 
“But I made up my mind that 


Rick Mirer was eighth nationally in pa: 
set a school record for TD passes (18) as a junior. 


once I made the decision, I wasn’t going to _with sprinter’s speed. In fact, he ran the 200- 


look back.” 


meter dash for the Irish track team. 


Junior fullback Jerome Bettis may The other reason for this change up 


face a similar decision after this season. 
The 6-foot, 247-pound Sugar Bow! MVP 
rushed for 972 yards during the regular 


was that the Irish could be thin at tailback. 
Junior Willie Clark, who started the year on 
offense each of the past two seasons and fin- 


season as well as scoring a school-record ished it on defense, was projected as the 


20 TDs. 
Southern California coach Larry 


front-runner at tailback. But Clark was held 
out of spring drills for academic reasons. 


issing efficiency last season and 


“That’s something I can’t run 
away from,” Miller said. 

He did run or walk away from 
Notre Dame after the second game of the 
season last fall. A combination of the frus- 
tration of a chronic hamstring injury, 
recurring homesickness and huge expecta- 
tions prompted him to transfer closer to 
home, to the University of Houston. 

He enrolled at Houston with the in- 
tentions of participating in track; but be- 
cause he did not accept any athletic aid, 
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Figutinge Irish RECRUITING 


Name, Position Size Hometown High School / College 
Jeremy AKERS DL 6-6, 258 Washington, 0.C. St. Albans 

Prep Football Report No. 17 Atlantic Coast prospect... As a senior, had 97 tackles, 14 sacks, 5 
recovered fumbles, and 4 caused fumbles... Honorable mention USA Today All-American 
Started on both offense and defense. 


Joe BABEY LB 63,200 Louisville, KY Trinity 

Chosen 13th best linebacker in the nation by Max Emfinger...Led team with 150 tackles, re- 
covered 3 fumbles, caused 2 fumbles, picked off 8 passes... Named to Prep Football Report 
list of Southeast Top 55 prospects, 


Pete CHRYPLEWICZ TE 6-5, 235 ‘Sterling Heights, Ml Stevenson 

Named top prospect in Michigan by Detroit Free-Press... No. 8 prospect in the Midwest by 
Prep Football Report... Caught 41 passes for 606 yards and 3 TDs... Played linebacker, punted, 
place kicked... Averaged 13 points and 10 rebounds per game in basketball 


Ben FOOS OL 6-4, 220 Louisville, KY Trinity 

Honorable mention USA Today All-American... Had 83 tackles, 5 fumbles caused, 7 sacks, and 
4 recovered fumbles... First-team All-State... Rated No. 26 prospect in Southeast by Prep 
Footbal! Report. 


Paul GRASMANIS DL 6-3, 255 Jenison, MI Jenison 

No. 5 prospect in Michigan by Detroit Free-Press... No. 15 prospect in the Midwest by Prep 
Football Report... As a senior, made 80 tackles and 8 sacks... Named No. 3 offensive guard in 
the nation by Max Emfinger. 


Anthony JONES DE 6-5, 249 Robbins, !L___Richards: 

First-team USA Today and Parade All-American... No. 3 on Prep Football Report All-Midwest 
team... Had 95 tackles, 14 sacks, and 19 hurries, despite missing three games... State qualifier 
in shot-put and discus, 


‘Adam KANE OL 6-5, 245 Osceola Penn 

Honorable mention USA Today All-American... No. 21 Midwest prospect by Prep Football 
Report... All-State... AS a senior, rated 85 percent on blocking assignments and did not permit 
a sack all season, 


‘Thomas KNIGHT OLB, 6-4, 228 Memphis, TN East 

Second-team USA Today All-American... No. 20 prospect in Southeast by Prep Football 
Report... No. 10 defensive end nationally by Max Emfinger.. Made 158 tackles (103 sola), 23 
sacks, and caused 4 fumbles in 1991. 


Will LYELL OL 6-5, 245 
First-team USA Today All-American... No. 16 prospect in the Southeast by Prep Football 
Report... All-State... Named No. 12 defensive tackle in nation by Max Emfinger... Team ran 75 
percent of plays behind him, 


Brandon, MS Brandon 


Brian MAGEE 0B 5-11, 195 Largo, FL Largo 

Second-team USA Today All-American... Chosen one of top nine DBs in ‘heaton by Ghiego 
‘Sun-Times... Had 100 tackles and 4 interceptions in 1991.,. Also, had 229 yards rushing and 
ccauight 23 passes for 404 yards and 4 TDs, 


Alton MAIDEN OLB 6-3, 225 Dallas, TX Carter 

Honorable mention USA Today All-American... Had 90 tackles and 13 sacks in 1991... No. 23 
prospect in Southwest by Prep Football Report... No. 3 defensive end prospect nationally by 
Max Emfinger. 


Name, Position Size Hometown High School / College 


Derrick MAYES WR 6-2, 190 Indianapolis North Central 

Rated the top prospect on Detroit Free Press Best-of-the-Midwest team... Named one of top 
ten receivers nationally by Chicago Sun-Times... In 1991, caught 43 passes for 736 yards and 
4Ds... Has 4.4 speed in the 40, 


Mike MeCULLOUGH DL 6-3, 265 Chaska, MIN Chaska 

Parade All-American... No, 7 prospect on Detroit Free Press Best-of-the-Midwest team... AS @ 
senior, had 150 tackles, 5 pass deflections, and 2 interceptions... Rushed for 1,554 yards and 
16 TDs asa senior. 


Steve MISETIC OL 6-5, 270 Skokie, IL Loyola Academy 
‘Among top 45 prospects in Midwest by Prep Football Repor...On top 40 lst of offensive tack- 
Jes nationally by Max Emfinger... All-State, all-Catholic League, 


David QUIST OL 6-5, 235, Boulder, CO Boulder 

‘No, 3 Midwest prospect by Prep Football Report... Chosen on top 16 defensive taokle list na- 
tionally by Chicago Sun-Times... Two-time All-State... Had 147 tackles and 13 sacks as a se- 
rior. 


Wade SMITH 08 6-4, 180 Garland, TX __ Lakeview Gentennial 
Passed for 3,200 yards and 35 TDs in final two seasons, completing 61 percent of his pass- 
es... Threw for 340 yards in state playoff game... Outstanding basketball player. 


Gliff STROUD DL 6-4, 250 Tarentum, PA Highlands 

Honorable mention USA Today All-American... No. 12 Eastern prospect by Prep Football 
Report... Made 83 tackles, 9 sacks, and caused 4 fumbles as a senior... First-team All-State... 
Member of basketball and track teams. 


Bobby TAYLOR 0B 6-4, 190 Longview, 1X Longview 
First-team USA Today and Parade All-American... One of top nine DBs nationally by Chicago 
‘Sun-Times... Top {ree safety in the nation by Max Emfinger... ll-Southwest Defensive Player- 


of-the-Year... In 1991, had 71 tackles, 4 interceptions, 3 fumble recoveries, 2 punt returns for 
1D. 
Bill WAGASY LB 6-4, 235 Springfield, MO Glendale 


‘An All-State performer regarded as excellent sideline-to-sideline pursuer... AS a senior, he had 
145 tackles, 6 QB sacks, 3 fumble recoveries, 3 fumbles caused... ND won a recruiting battle 
with Southern California... Wagasy's father was coached by USC Coach Larry Smith in high 
school, 


Leon WALLACE TE 6-5, 245 Bedford, TX 
Sixth best in Southwest... Prep Football Report All-American. 
hands... He had 68 career receptions for 935 yards, 12 TDs, 


Trinity 
A solid blocker with good 


Renaldo WYNN OLB 6-3, 222 Chicago, iL DeLaSalle 

No. 20 Midwest prospect by Prep Football Report... Ranked one of top LB prospects in 
Chicago area... Asa senior, he had 0 solo tackles, 3 interceptions... Picked ND over Colorado 
and the Big Ten. 


Dusty ZEIGLER OL, 6-5, 235 Rincon, GA Effingham County 
Considered finest OL. prospect in state of Georgia... A preseason Super Prep All-American, and 
Fated among Top 200 by Prep Football Report. 


SPRING UPDATE 


Fullback Jerome Bettis was voted the MVP of Notre Dame’s 
spring game after rushing for 110 yards on 13 carries and two TDs in 
the Blue’s 28-22 victory. Blue quarterback Rick Mirer lined up as a split 
end for a few plays, but was never thrown to. 

As a QB, Mirer was 13-of-23 for 190 yards with two TDs for the 
winning Blue team. Mirer, who heads into the season with the identical 
career passing yardage figure (4,121) that former N.D. standout Joe 
Montana finished his college career with, threw just one interception in 
the course of spring practice. 

Gold tackle Bryant Young was voted the Outstanding 
Defensive Player of the spring game, with seven tackles and a fum- 
ble recovery. 

Talk show host Regis Philbin, a Notre Dame alumnus, was the 
honorary coach for the losing Gold team. 

* Two senior defensive linemen, expected to be contributors in 
1992, are instead through for their careers. 

Troy Ridgley’s Jan. 22 arrest for public intoxication and resisting 
arrest was the last bit of turmoil Notre Dame was willing to tolerate. 
Ridgley pleaded guilty. He was ordered to pay court costs and to serve 
sixth months on non-reporting parole. 
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Todd Stoker's career ended when he was unable to come back 
from reconstructive knee surgery. 

* William Pollard (shoulder), LeShane Saddler (knee) and Craig 
Hentrich (knee) all missed spring drills because of injuries. 

In addition to personnel changes on the Notre Dame coaching 
staff, Irish head coach Lou Holtz made another change that sounds 
trivial to just about everyone but Holtz. 

“We've changed our locker room and the nature of it,” he said. “I 
think that’s a very, very important change and it’s going to be a very, 
very positive thing. 

“It was very difficult to communicate or have much intermingling 
between players before.” 

* Holtz closed practice to the media the last two weeks of spring 
drills, apparently in response to some of the offensive experimentation 
being reported in the local newspaper. 

* Notre Dame's Nov. 14 matchup with Penn State is the last 
game scheduled in that series, as the Nittany Lions move into the Big 
Ten in 1993. 

* Mirer and linebacker Demetrius DuBose were selected captains 
for the 1992 season. 
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NOTRE DAME 


the door was left open for a quick and 
complication-free return to Notre Dame. 

“I needed time to grow up,” he said. 
“Nobody could help me through that peri- 
od. I had to do it myself.” 

Miller will likely help out in the re- 
turn game, where Holtz’s Irish teams have 
traditionally excelled. In Holtz’s six sea- 
sons, Notre Dame has returned 16 punts 
or kickoffs for TDs, compared to one for 
N.D.’s opponents. 

Clint Johnson, Adrian Jarrell and 
Ray Griggs are among the others to 
choose from at wide receiver. And junior 
Lake Dawson, Notre Dame's second-lead- 
ing receiver in ’91, could join them if he 
clears up what the university refers to as 
“personal problems unrelated to foot- 
ball.” 

Dawson withdrew from school in 
late February. 

Had there not been doubts about 
fifth-year senior Justin Hall’s return, 
Holtz’s concerns about the offensive line 
would have sounded more like his poor- 
mouthing act. 

Hall, like Clark, missed spring drills 


for academic reasons. And his return was 
not a sure thing. 

Craig Hentrich, one of the country’s 
top place-kickers and punters, is another 
unknown, but only because of an injury. 
He suffered a torn anterior cruciate liga- 
ment in his right (kicking) knee in the 
Tennessee game, Nov. 9, then reaggravated 
it in the Sugar Bowl. 

Also coming back from injuries are 
a pair of starting defensive tackles — se- 
nior Eric Jones and junior Bryant Young, 
the latter of whom is not to be confused 
with senior Junior Bryant, a backup defen- 
sive tackle. 

Both went down Oct. 19 against Air 
Force with serious ankle injuries, appar- 
ently caused by legal chop-block tech- 
niques. 

Jones’ injury was the more severe. 
Four screws now hold the bone together, 
and the ligament damage has been re- 
paired. 

A bulked-up Oliver Gibson moves in 
at nose guard. 

1991 Butkus Award semifinalist 
Demetrius DuBose and converted outside 


linebacker Anthony Peterson are project- 
ed to start at inside linebacker, while 
Devon McDonald and Karmeeleyah 
McGill are the best of a deep bunch at 
outside linebacker. 

John Covington, Tom Carter, Jeff 
Burris and Greg Lane are all potential 
standouts in the secondary, the area of the 
defense about which Holtz is most excited. 

He also is excited about the switch 
back to the 50 look as N.D.’s base defense, 
as opposed to the four-man front used by 
the Irish most of last season. 

But the look Holtz is ultimately 
after with the defense is one with a little 
more fire. And that’s why he brought in 
Minter. 

“T’'m sure the jury's going to be out 
on me like the rest of the defense,” Minter 
said. “But I love the challenges. I'll tell 
them ‘hey, no one respects us now.’ What a 
position to be in. 

“We're going to band together and be 
strong, form one heartbeat out there as a 
defense, and we're going to get the job done. 

“T promise you we'll get the job 
done.” Q 
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Follow the Notre Dame Fighting Irish in their quest 
for the 1992 national championship through the 
pages of Blue & Gold Illustrated. The 28-page 
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Redskins’ home field 

The __ of Texas are upon you 

Bowl ocated in Miami 

We root for _ team 

First College National Football Champions 

Ex-President who played the “Gipper” 
Harry-(WR) Chiefs 

Cincinnati Bengals WR 

Turt injury caused by artificial surface 

Butta Bills WR 

Koy offensive down lineman (acronym) 

Offensive lineman for Rams, 

Cincinnati Bengals LB 
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Saints NFL team (Abby, 

Pittsburgh Steelers’ greatest WR (Ex) 

Good Bronco lineman 

Down lineman for Seahawks 

Excellent player often called __of a player 

Outstanding NFL center 

Excellent Auburn tackle drafted by Eagles 

Four Sundays before Christmas 

Over-the-hil player 

Source of communication 

Outstanding DE (Eagles) 

Jack Del _—_ NFL linebacker 

in addition to 
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Now and then, a fine spirit can evoke the very essence of 4 LIGHT, 
the land that produced it. So it is with Canadian Mist, America’s —>. SMOOTH, 
number one Canadian. Pleasingly mellow. Yet clean, honest, and true. SS" MELLOW 
Like Canada itself. When it’s at its best. 


Imported and Botte by Brown-Forman Beverage Co., Canadian Whisky, A Blend, 40% Alc. by Volume, Lousvile, KY, ©1989, 
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When he stares across the line, it’s a nightmare 
for quarterbacks. With more sacks than anyone in 
the NFL, he's already accomplished what other 
linebackers only dream of. 

ntfs ee 
But L.. has different dreams. About golf. It’s his 


passion. He's hit a ball clear out of Giants Stadium. 


He actually dreams about turning pro. And who's 


to say he won't? Afte 


II, no matter how you slice 


it, Lawrence Taylor has what it takes to win. 
That includes the clothes he wears on the field 
NFL Pro Line™ Authentic NFL clothing from 
coaches’ jackets, shirts and hats to players’ 
jerseys, sweats, warmups and equipment that you 
can wear, too. Each designed to meet the standards 


of the people who set the standards in the NFL. 


People like Lawrence Taylor. 
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A Look AROUND 
THE SWC 


TEXAS BANnks Big on Mackovic 


By Rosert Cesswa 


oney was the main news off the field dur- 
ing the off-season. 


exas paid big bucks to entice John 
Mackovic to leave Illinois. His contract is in the 
$425,000-$450,000-per-year range. That’s a far cry 
from the pay of former UT coach David McWilliams, 
who had a yearly salary of $275,000. 

Texas also opened the checkbook for Mackovic’s | 
assistants, with yearly salaries ranging from $53,000- 
to-$81,000. Add that to Mackovic’s salary and the 
Longhorns will be paying more than $1 million-per- 
year in football salaries. 

It will be interesting to see how Mackovic is re- 
ceived around the state. A decade ago, the state and the 
country were shocked at Texas A&M hiring Jackie | 
Sherrill, who received $1 million over four years. | 
Educators said it was too much to pay for athletics. 
Today, however, million-dollar contracts are common- 
place. 

The other SWC coaches obviously are aware of 
what Mackovic is getting paid. 

Rice officials were happy to sign Fred Goldsmith 
toa five-year contract that will run to July 1, 1997. The 
former Arkansas defensive coordinator has an 11-21 
record in three years with the Owls. 

“T think it’s very competitive,” Goldsmith told 
Houston’s KRIV. “The IRS isn’t going to mistake me for 
John Mackovic, but I think the contract is very com- 
petitive for our profession, especially for the results 
we've had.” 

Right before Goldsmith’s extension, Texas AGM 
added two years to R.C. Slocum’s contract, giving him 
a six-year pact. Slocum, the long-time Aggie assistant, 
who took over after Sherrill left, initially signed a four- 
year pact that had seen one year added twice. 

Slocum is 27-9-1, having taken A&M to three 
straight bowls. His 27 wins are the most by an Aggie 
coach in his first three years. 


“The contract has never been a big deal with me, 
Slocum said. “I’m not concerned at all about what 
John Mackovic or anybody else is making.” 
Slocum received a $5,000-a-year raise to bring 
his base salary to $115,800. Slocum’s fringe benefits in- 
clude a housing allowance, radio and television rights, 
pushing it to the $350,000-a-year range. 
Slocum, by the way, led AGM to its first unbeaten 
conference season since 1956, when Paul “Bear” 
Bryant led the Aggies to a 6-0’ mark. 
Not all the money news was good. 
The Cotton Bowl’s 35-year marriage with CBS ended 
when NBC signed a three-year deal with the Dallas-based 
bowl. NBC's pact starts with the 1993 game. 
e Cotton Bowl is part of a four-bowl alliance that is 
trying to arrange a national championship game. NBC’s 
landing of the Cotton Bowl gives the network three-fourths 
of the field. NBC also has the Fiesta and Orange Bowl. The 
remaining bowl, the Sugar, will be on ABC. 
o figures were announced, but rumors had NBC 
paying the Cotton Bowl $8 million for the three years. 
Last year, CBS paid $4 millon to televise Florida State 
vs. Texas A&M. 
Experts also figure NBC told 
that if Texas and Texas A&M leave tl 
work would be allowed to get out of the contract. 
Observers around the state think it is only a matter of 
time until Texas and A&M are forced to leave because 
of economics. 
Rice trustees, after examining the school’s athletics, 
gave sports a strong vote of confidence. Meanwhile in 
Dallas, SMU officials were concerned about a deficit budget. 
One word that will be missing from broadcasts 
and papers this year is unbelieeevable with the depar- 
ture of Texas Christian’s Jim Wacker to Minnesota. 
Wacker’s TCU program had been stripped by NCAA 
sanctions in 1985 after Wacker and the Frogs self-reported 
O continued on page 196. ——=— 
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TCU 


HORNED FROGS 


SuLLIvVAN Wants To TALK FroGs, 


Not HEIsmAN 


BY Mike Towle 
One of the best 
things Texas 
/| Christian 
University head 
football coach Pat 
Sullivan can hope for in his first season 
with the Horned Frogs is that support- 
ers will have more to talk about in 1992 
than Sullivan's Heisman Trophy, award- 
ed 21 years ago. 

Somebody please change the sub- 
ject. Ever since Sullivan moved over in 
February from Auburn to replace the de- 
parted Jim Wacker, he has heard a con- 
tinual — albeit respectful — earful 
about his Heisman, when his main con- 
cern these days is trying to improve ona 
7-4 season with 17 returning starters. 

Then again, when it comes to TCU 
football, there has been little else worth 
talking about over the last 20 years or so. 

“Once you win the Heisman Trophy, 
you're marked for life,” Sullivan said. “I re- 
ally don’t pay any attention to it.” 

As for the 17 returning starters 
(eight on offense, nine on defense), the 
numbers seem to contradict Sullivan's 
pledge to “rebuild” or “reload”, starting 
with putting a wrecking ball to Wacker’s 
triple-shoot offense and replacing it with 
amore pro-style attack, with what 
should be a fair amount of passing. 
Maybe. 


“That number referring to the re- 
turning starters is actually misleading 
because some of the players lost are key 
players and that can be the difference 
between winning and losing,” Sullivan 
said, “The way I see it is just as I told all 
of the players after I got here: every- 
body’s got a clean slate. Of course, there 
will always be players thinking they 
ought to be playing no matter what.” 
Among those key Frogs not re- 
turning this year are tight end Kelly 
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Blackwell, the school’s all-time leading 
receiver; and defensive end Roosevelt 
Collins, who last year led TCU in tackles 
for losses (14.5), quarterback pressures 
(29), fumbles caused (4) and fumbles re- 
covered (2), 
If losing Blackwell and Collins, as 
well as fellow departed starters Bennie 
Scott (OG), John Marsh (OG) and Scott 
Hines (LB) is the bad news, the goo 
news is that quarterback sensation Leon 
Clay, a three-time letterman, is back 
from a fracture of his left leg that ended 
his 1991 season just two games deep. 
As Clay goes, so go the Frogs. 
Over the last two seasons, he starte 
nine games, seven of which the Frogs 
won. However, injuries his sophomore 
season (he fractured the thumb on his 
throwing hand) and last year have put a 
few question marks over his durability. 
Furthermore, Sullivan's pro-set 


TEXAS CHRISTIAN 
AT A GLANCE 
Team Strengths: Experience 
throughout squad and a bevy of 
proven receivers and running 
backs. The secondary and 
quarterback, if Clay is healthy. 
Possible Weaknesses: Kicking 
game, lack of quality depth at 
| quarterback, tight end, and 
along the offensive line. 
tuayers to watch: Tunji Bolden, | 
DE; Leon Clay, QB; Derrick 
Cullors, RB; Anthony Hickman, 
CB; Thomas Lewis, DT; Curtis 
Modkins, RB; Jody Morse, C; 
Kyle McPherson, WR; Mike 
‘Noack, TE; Stephen Shipley, 
WR; Brad Smith, LB; Richard 
Woodley, WR. 


passing ways could be a square-peg-in-a- 
round-hole situation for Clay, who often 
has been at his best throwing on the 
run. In limited action last season, Clay 
amply demonstrated his winning touch 
by completing 58.9 percent of his passes 
for 427 yards, with six touchdown passes 
and just one interception in 56 attempts. 

Victories in those first two games, 
over New Mexico and Ball State, got the 
Frogs going on a 4-0 start to the 1991 
season, 

“An injury-free season would 
mean a lot to me,” said the 6-foot-1, 
216-pound Clay, “Last year’s injury was 
so much more frustrating for me than 
the year before because there was just so 
much stuff I couldn't do physically while 
rehabilitating, With my mobility gone, 

I couldn’t do anything. 

“As for having a new coach, this 
means this will be the third offense I've 
learned since being in college. But I 
don’t think learning the offense will be 
that tough. I think it’s a change for the 
better. We will probably have more two- 
back sets with a lot more pass protection 
and quicker passes. I certainly don’t 
have a problem with that.” 

With Blackwell gone to the 
National Football League, Clay's favorite 
passing target most likely will be rangy, 
sure-handed wide receiver Stephen 
Shipley. The 6-foot-5, 225-pound senior 
has pondered a possible move to tight 
end, an adjustment that probably would 
better showcase him for NFL scouts cer- 
tainly not impressed with his 4.7 speed 
in the 40-yard dash. 

By season’s end, depending on 


Wide receiver Stephen Shipley, the 6-foot-5, 225- 
pound senior, has pondered a possible move to 
tight end, an adjustment that probably would bet- 
ter showcase him for NFL scouts. 
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SPRING ROSTER Horneo Frogs OFFENSE 


Name WI. Hometown No, Name Class Ht. Wt. Hometown Number Quarterback Year 
48 Marcus Allen = LB Fr. 5-11 205 Aldine 72 Jayson Kelly OG ~—*Fr._-6-3._ 255 Houston 12 Leon Clay* Senior: 
81 Angel Aare WR So, 58 165 Mission 62 Jimtadner PK Fe, 60 171 Aington rey 
44 Reggie Anderson LB dr. 62 225 Austin 23 Rick LaFavers FS So. 6-0 189. Amavilo fe UE 
30 Mitch Ashley —P ‘So, 6-0 195 Nacogdoches 90 Dukelamb WBF. G1 226 ving = a Derek Gulia SootarTora 
24 TeyBecan PRP dt, S-14 175 Ft. Worth 18 DavidLews WR Sr, 5-9 175 Baltimore, MD Niwihar 2 /B-BaGK 
63 Andy Bell SG Fr. 6-4 285 Palestine 60 Thomas Lewis NT Sr 6-1 285 Beaumont Mihastineo a stenor 
96 Philip Bendele DE Fr. 6-@ 221 College Station 36 Mikyha Martin FS Fr._S-11 171 Arlington Raiford Rattan anion 
78 Mike Black OT —St._-6:5 256 Richardson 47 Scott Mcleod 0B Fr. 6-1 184 Jackson, MS. Number Slotback 
81 TunjiBolden DE St, 6-2 245 Ann Arbor, Mi 4 Kyle McPherson SB dr 5-10 176 Tomball 4 Kyle MoPherson* Junior 
56 David Breedlove C Sr 63 268 76 Boyd Milby OG + So. 68 275 Paris 1 Settick Dickens Senior 
54 Kevin Brewer CF. 6-3 268 28 Curtis Modkins RB St 59 184 Marin Number Tight End Year 
7B Bryan Brooks NT So, 6-3 255 Arlington 59 Matt Mooney DE So, 5-11 227 Houston 82 Mike Noack Senior 
G1 Shelby Carroll LB Jt. 5-9 215 Euless 52 Jody Morse C Sr 6-3 278 Plano 80 Greg Harriss Freshman 
38 Daren Childs DE So. 6:3 285 San Angolo 40 Mike Moulton LB So, 6-2 230 Arlington Number Quick Tackle Year 
43 Jason Chiton FSS. 5-9 175 Georgotown 82 Mike Noack TE St 6-4 230 Duncanville a tee Wea eanir 
42 Leon Clay QB Sr 61 216 Gladowater 32 Jimmy Olver $B So. 5-10 168 Dallas 
86 DavidClem CB ir. 5-9 180 Dallas 46 Rudy Olvera PK So. 5:8 187 Saginaw - 

55 David Breedlove" Senior 

24 CarterColeman RB Fr, 5-10 190 Steamboat Springs,CO | 88 Aaron Osborne TE Fr 6:7 220 Norcross, GA ao Bobby Jones nin 
53 Patrick Connelly LB St 6-11 218 Duncanville 5 Kyle Poulson WR So, 5-10 165. Ballvile TT Year 
7 Kevin Cordesman PK Jr, 5-9 185. Round Rock 34 Marcus Prier RB Fr. 5-8 185. Baton Rouge, LA a aogy Mord Senor 
88 Colin Cremin CB Fr, 6-0 178 Colorado Springs, CO | 88 Vincent Pryor DE So. 6:2 220 San Antonio 54 Rovin Brewer Freshinan 
31 Derrick Cullors AB So, 5-41 185 Richardson 4 TonyRand —FS—St,_- 511 178 Aldine Number Strong Guard Year 
15 Setrick Dickens SB Sr, 6-11 188 Quanah 5 Rallord Rattan AB dt. 6-19 205. Eastland 76 Boyd Milby Sophomore 
45 Wiliam Dickerson LB So, 5-11 235. Carroliton 66 Beau Rawins 0G J. 6-3 270 Texas Cily 66 Beau Rawlins Junior 
68 Gabe lisor CF, 6-3 245 Crosby 25 Steve Reod CB ‘Sr, 6-0 180 Kansas ily, KS Number Strong Tackle Year 
6 GrogEvans «SS dt, 6-1 213. Daingertield 57 Jason Ritchmond DE Jr, 6-2 258 Kennedale 7 Barrett Robbins Sophomore 
47 Mike Farris QB So. 60 180 Fi, Worth 71 Barrett Robbins OT So, 6-4 294 Houston 56 Kevin Holmes Freshman 
30 Cory Ford 1B So, 5:8 190 Chapel Hill 49 Darren Schultz 0B St 6-1 202 Bedford Number Wide Receiver Year 
65 Brenan Hardy 0G Fr. 6-3 265 Bedford 87 Stephen Shipley WR Sr. 65 218 Lindale 87 Stephen Shipley Senior 
3 BarakaHarper SB Sr, 5-8 165 Claremont, CA 51 BradSmih LBS. 6-8 248 Houston 20 Richain Wocdley sae 
80 Greg Harriss TE Fr, 6-2 205 Brownwood 46 Robert Smith SS Fr, 5-10 187 San Antonio Hi Fi Di 
2 aon Welman C885 TI8 Ae 77 Wim nih OT 62 20 Lbtet ORNED FROGS UEFENSE 
78 JohnHohonsee NT So. 6:2 270 San Antonio 74 Brandon Star LB Fr. 6-0 208 Sherman rT Tar 
2 PhilipHollac OT Fr. 65 270 Brazoswood 70 KeithWagner OT —Sr.__64 270 Corpus Christi A STETETTE ays 
56 KevinHolmes OT Fr, 6-9 265 South Lake 4 Brad Wallace «LB Sr, 6-0 228 Euless % Philip Bendele Freshman 
10 ManvelHopes CB Fr 6-9 175 Bay City 98 Russell Webb OT Fr 6-5 243 Austin Number Nose Tackie Year 
27 Michael Jackson RB St, 5-10 195 Corpus Christ 75 BilyWoems OT So, 6-3 280 Sweeny 60 Thomas Lewis" Senior 
42 Sadd Jackson LB Jr. 6-4 230 Manor 26 RicoWesiey CB Jr. 9 185 Alief 78 “John Hohensee Sophomore 
85 Greg Johnson OE F-65215. Pearland 97 RoyalWost OT So, 6 278 Winona 
8 Jones GB dr, 5-10 187 La Marque 22 Jeff Wikinson PK Sr 6-0 192 Houston 7 Royal West” Sophomore 
50 Bobby Jones 0G S64 275 La Marque 20 Richard Woodley WR Jr 5-0 178 La Marque 75 Billy Weems Sophomore 


Number Strike End 


Hornep Frogs STA TISTICS 89 Vincent Pryor ‘Sophomore 


85 Greg Johnson Freshman 
PASSING TACKLES 
40 Mike Moulton Sophomore 
Name Att Comp Yards Pct TD Int Anderson (110), Smith (103), 48 Marcus Alen Freshman 
Schade 168 101 1253 601 5 6 Evans (92), Rand (90), Hickman (85), Number Middle Linebacker Year 
51 Brad Smith* Senior 
YOg1 BRST US S2E B/C 50/9 Sea Coline Ades, (28) 53 Patrick Connelly Senior 
RUSHING INTERCEPTIONS 
45 ‘William Dickerson Sophomore 
ye Wt ts eS fe Hickman (4), Colins (2), Rand (2), Evans (2), | | a4 Brad Walace Senior 
Modkins 181 659 3.6 22 6 Wesley (1), Rattan (1), C. Jones (1), Galaviz (1), Number —_ Free Cornerback Year 
Cullors 73. 352 «48 41 7 Anderson (1), T. Lewis (1) 2 Anthony Hickman* Senior 
Dick 35 445 a4 16 2 13 Calvin Jones Junior 
pencils = 7 Number — B-Cornerback Year 
RECEIVING Coach: Pat Sullivan Ze Sievert Sener 
i 26 Rico Wesley Junior 
Maps MOTE) tg an Ss Number Strong Safety Year 
Blackwell 64 762 119 53 6 1991 Record: 4-4/T Sth; 7-4 overall 6 Greg Evans" Junior 
= eats 23 Rick LaFavers Sophomore 
Shiney i 188 Ea 2 Stadium: Amon G. Carter (46,000) Mather Three S978) = 
4 Lettermen Returning: 48 1 Tony Rand” Senior 
McPherson 24284 11.8543 36 Mikyha Martin Freshman 


* Denotes returning starters. 


LINDY'S FOOTBALL ANNUALS 164 1992 


Sullivan’s play-calling, of course, 
i Id surpass Blackwell as 
(ootball histo- 
ry. see missing two games last 
season with a minor injury — and 
not playing at all in 1991 with Clay, 
his favorite passer — Shipl 
caught 34 passes for 464 yai 
ipley goes into the 1992 sea- 
son with 116 catches compared to the 
117 that Blackwell had at the same 
juncture of his career. However, 
Blackwell went on to catch 64 passes 
in an All-American senior season, 
whereas Shipley went into spring 
football not even 1g if he would 
be Sullivan's designated primary re- 
ceiver on offense, 

“With Coach Wacker, I knew 
the offense and knew I would catch 
a lot of passes,” Shipley said. 
since gone from being one of the 
leading receivers, thinking of a 
possible NFL career, to not know- 
ing what my role will be, or even if 
we're going to run the ball a lot 
more. It's a little s 

So scary, in fact, 


season. But Shipley decided to stay 
put i in Fort Worth His apprehen- 


winter by former 
Matt Vogler ove 
shared with girl 5 

Vogler, who along with Tim 
Schade (who did accompany 
Wacker, his uncle, to Minnesota) 
filled in at quarter 
was lost for the season in 1991, 
played under Sullivan at Auburn 
before tr ing to TCU. 

att said that’ the reason 
he went to 
place, so he could pla 
Sullivan,” Shi 
nothing but good things about him 
and how much I'll like I think 
i yy to relate to, 

If and when Sullivan chooses 
to run the ball, he should feel con- 
fident. As quarterbacks coach at 

Sullivan helped develop 
one of the most-balanced offenses 
in Southeastern Conference histo- 
ry, and he probably the tools at 


Last year’s sack leader was senior tackle 
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Horwep Frocs REcRUuITING 


Name, Position Size Hometown High School / College 
David ALFORD DE 6-4, 215 Fort Worth 0. D, Wyatt 
All-Tarrant County... Had 88 tackles, including 9 behind the line... Had 33 career sacks... Timed 


at 4.7 in 40... Could play outside linebacker 


Chad AVERY TE 6-4, 220 Midlothian Midlothian 
Played quarterback in high school. Passed for 1,908 yards and 16 TDs for 8-2 team... Most 
valuable player in 13-4A 


Clifford BARNES DL 6-4, 270 Wills Point Wills Point 
All-State and All-East Texas... Had 58 tackles last year and 36 his junior year 
‘nearly 400 pounds and was a high school rodeo star. 


Bench presses 


Brashant CARTER CB 6-0, 165 Lancaster Lancaster 
Had 61 tackles last year and 2 interceptions... Unanimous All-District pick... Timed at 4.35 in 
Ne M0 Second-team All-District pick at wide receiver. Track star was timed at 21.5 in the 


Brian COLLINS 0B 6-5, 202 Texarkana Liberty Elyau 
‘Twortime All-State... Threw for 2,501 yards last year and 15 TOs... Career offense of 4,100 
yards with 27 TDs... All-District at defensive back, where he had 13 career interceptions. 


Labron CORNELL WA 64,175 Midlothian, Midlothian, 

Had 44 receptions for 712 yards last year... AS a junior, had 63 catches for 835 yards, includ 
ing a 4A state-record 19 in one game... Two-time unanimous All-District pick... As a defensive 
back, he had 54 tackles and 5 interceptions... He also played basketball and ran track, 


John CROMWELL DL 6-4, 290 Corpus Christi King 
All-State and All-District... Had 18 sacks last year and 8 fumble recoveries... He had 58 tackles 
a a junior... Bench presses 355 pounds... Threw the shot and discus in track, 


Brandy CROW LB 6-2, 222 Jenks, OK Jenks 

He had 122 tackles last year, 18 behind the line... AS.a junior, he had 105 tackles, 22 behind 
au All-State and an AllMidlands pick by Max Emfinger... Timed at 4.6 in the 40 and is 
an A student. 


‘Andre DAVIS RB 5-10, 178 Longview Longview 

Offensive Player-of-the-Year in 12-5A... Rushed for 2,900 yards in his junior and senior 
years... All-East Texas... Timed at 4.4 in the 40 and ran legs on the 4x100- and 4x400-meter 
Telay teams, 


Jeff GODLEY AB 5-11, 195 Arlington. Sam Houston 
‘As a junior, he rushed for 2,664 yards and scored 24 TDs to lead team to 5A semifinals... Had 
5,214 career rushing yards with 63 TDs.,, He's considered an excellent receiver, 


Bret HANKINS OL 6-3, 280 ‘Weer ‘Tyler CC 
Earned JC All-Conference honors... Earned prep All-America honors at Norman High (Okla), 
Was at Notre Dame his first two years. 


Lenoy JONES $ 6-4, 180 Groesbeck Groesbeck 

Defensive Player-of-the-Year in 18-3A and by the Waco Tribune... Led team to state title... Had 
338 tackles and 13 interceptions in three years... Started on state runner-up in basketball and 
Was a top quarter-miler in track. 


David KING CB 6-4, 180 Norman, OK Norman 

Had 47 tackles, 2 interceptions and blocked 4 kicks for 8-4 team... Accounted for 822 yards on 
offense... Timed at 4.4 in the 40 and was a track standout and a two-year starter in baseball 
Will study law 


Name, Position Size Hometown High School / College 


Max KNAKE 08 6-2, 190 McKinney Mckinney 

Completed 205 of 363 for 2,956 yards with 33 TDs... The Offensive Player-of-the-Year by the 
Dallas Morning News... Threvs for 491 yards and 6 TOs against Denison... Basketball and track 
standout, 


Mike LAMB DL 6-4, 260 Wills Point Wills Point 
Had 62 tackles last year for 8-2 team, earning All-District honors... Was second-team All-State 
‘as a junior with 47 tackles... Bench presses $75 pounds... A standout shot putter, 


Charles MeWilliams CB 6-0, 170 Austin Lanier 

As a runnng back, McWilliams rushed for 1,130 yards for the Vikings his junior and senior 
years, but caught college recruiters’ attention as a defensive back when he logged 52 tackles in 
‘91... He has 4.4 speed 


‘Tyrone MARSHALL S 6-1, 180 Austin LBU 
Had 177 tackles and 3 QB sacks last year... AS a junior, had 105 tackles... Two-time All 
District. Timed at 4.5 in the 40, 


John OGLESBY AB 6-2, 220 Coffeyville, KS Coffeyville 
‘Asa freshman at Purdue, he rushed for 197 yards on 48 carries and caught 26 passes for 206 
yards... Last year, he had 850 yards rushing... Timed at 4.5 in 40,,. Will return kicks. 


Chris PILAND DE 


6-4, 210 Grapevine Grapevine 
Had 50 tackles and 5 sacks last year. 


~ Had 40 tackles as a junior... Timed at 4.6 in the 40, 


Jayson REESE LB 6-1, 205 Tyler 
Had 86 tackles, 12 sacks and 3 fumble recoveries last year, 
40... Will major in management or marketing. 


LeRon RODGERS WA 5-9, 175 Isa, OK Washington 

Rushed for 1,101 yards on only 97 carries as a junior... Accounted for 1,600 yards last year. 
Had over 1,000 career receiving yards... Timed at 4.4 in the 40... A top sprinter and long 
jumper. 


John Tyler 
All-District. Timed at 4.7 in the 


Tyrone ROY LB 6-2, 220 Austin Lanier 

Most Valuable Player in 14-5A... Had 228 tackles, 8 sacks and 18 fumble recoveries his last 
two years... Rated the 29th-best recruit in state by Houston Chronicle... Won district in both 
hurdle events, 


Paul SIMMONS OL 6-5, 250 Lindale Lindale 

‘Two-time All-District... All-East Texas and Super Prep magazine All-American... Had 96 tackles 

ih sacks lst yor. Hed aca a @ uno, Timed at 4.8 in the 40 and bench presses 
150 pounds, 


Michael TOWNSEND TE-P 6-4, 220 
‘Averaged more than 40 yards per punt 
Considered Baylor, Vanderbilt and Texas, 


John WASHINGTON WA 5-11, 165 Longview Longview 
‘All-East Texas... Team was 9-3 his senior year... Had 63 catches for 994 yards with 14 TDs the 
fast two years... Timed at 4.5 in the 40. 


‘Adam WRIGHT 08-P- 6-3, 215, Undale Lindale 

Passed for 3,650 career yards with 30 TDs... Averaged 41.6 yards per punt for All-District and 
All-East Texas honors... Kicked 10 of 13 field goals in the last two years, the longest from 48 
yards, 


Houston Stratford 


All-State... Had 0 catches as a junior for 337 yards. 


SPRING UPDATE 


First-year TCU Coach Pat Sullivan ended his first spring prac- 
tice with the Horned Frogs the same way he started it: being re- 
served in his compliments. 

In other words, no more “unbelieeeevable” talk about paper 
Southwest Conference titles. Just to get his reality-check point 
across, Sullivan stood in front of his entire team and went down 
the depth chart, critiquing each player. No one was spared 

“It surprised me that he would do that, but | liked it,” defen- 
sive tackle Royal West said. “He told me | could be the anchor of 
the defensive line, but that | had to get in better shape. No one 
wants to be singled out in front of the team, but it was a very posi- 
tive thing.” 

Case in point, No. 2: After backup quarterback Darren Schultz 
had passed for 217 yards and four touchdowns in the annual 
Purple-White game, Sullivan graciously complimented Schultz's ef- 
forts and then put the senior’s feet squarely back on the ground. 

“He (Schultz) did some good things and some things that 
would hurt you in big ballgames,” Sullivan said. “All today was, 


was one of 10 days in pads.” 

Although blunt in his assessments of each of the Frogs, 
Sullivan has some of them believing this will be the year they chal- 
lenge Texas A&M and Texas for the SWC title; maybe even beat 
both — something no TCU team has done in the same season 
since 1965. 

Sullivan isn’t foolish enough to make that prediction himself. 
But that’s what some players were saying after going through what 
many veterans said was the most intense, yet enjoyable spring of 
practice they had been through. 

The Frogs, with 17 starters expected back, came out of spring 
practice with few injuries. 

All-SWC quarterback candidate Leon Clay, still recovering 
from last fall’s fracture of his right fibula, was held out of contact 
drills. Also missing from action was outside linebacker Reggie 
Anderson, who underwent surgery in late April for repair of his 
torn right anterior cruciate ligament. Anderson will redshirt in 
1992. 
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1992 


TCU to pull off a similar stunt in regard 
to the Southwest Conference. 

Back at running back are senior 
Curtis Modkins (5-9, 184) and sopho- 
more Derrick Cullors, (5-11, 185), 
Modkins rushed for 659 yards last sea- 
son, along the way becoming the sixth 
Horned Frog to top the 2,000-yard 
mark for his career, 

At times, Cullors was more im- 
pressive than Modkins and that’s say- 
inga lot. Cullors rushed for 352 yards 
on only 73 attempts, averaging 4.8 
yards a carry and leading the team 
with seven rushing touchdowns. 

Junior Richard Woodle (5-9, 
178) is expected to start again at slot- 


touchdown than 70 or 80. It’s like in 
baseball: good pitching beats good hit- 
ting.” 

Even with Collins and Hines gone 
from the defense, Sullivan has the per- 
ceived luxury of returning nine starters 


NE FACTOR WORKING 

IN SULLIVAN’S RE- 

TOOLING EFFORTS. 
FOR 1992 SHOULD BE THE EARLY 
SCHEDULE. THE FROGS OPEN 
SEPT. 5 AT NEW MEXICO, FOL- 
LOW UP WITH WESTERN 


If Wacker had returned to TCU, 
this year’s Frogs probably would have 
been labeled a strong contender for at 
least a bowl bid. Sullivan could very well 
meet or even surpass those expectations, 
although fielding a team that can win in 
November against the likes of Texas 
and Texas A&M would make for dras- 
tic improvement, with or without a 
postseason bowl trip. 

Last year, the Frogs blew their 
bowl chances when they lost to Texas 
AGM, 44-7, and Texas, 32-0, in back-to- 
back games in November. Those games 
this year could very well determine the 
postseason hopes for TCU, which hasn't 
bowled since 1984, 


TCU 


back and will probably be one of Clay's 
favorite passing targets, as will wide 
receiver Kyle McPherson (5-10, 176), 
tight end Mike Noack (6-4, 230) and 
Shipley. 

Four players on the offensive 
line return with starting experience: 


“TCU isn’t where Texas A&M, 
Texas and some of those other 
schools are and I see it as a situation 
where we're fighting to get into the 
top echelon,” Sullivan said, “I’m ex- 
tremely impressed with our kids as 
people and that’s where it all starts. 


MICHIGAN AT HOME AND THEN 
GET A WEEK OFF BEFORE START- 
ING SWC PLAY AGAINST SMU. 
“IT’S OUR JOB TO GIVE FORT 
WORTH A FOOTBALL TEAM THEY 
CAN TAKE A LOT OF PRIDE IN,” 


senior tackles Keith Wagner (6-4, 270) 
and Mike Black (6-5, 256 r 
guard David Breedlove 
senior center Jody Morse (6-3, 278). 

‘The guard spot left vacant by Marsh’s de- 
parture could go to sophomore Boyd 
Milby (6-3, 275). 

“We will strive to have the ability 
to both run and pass well,” Sullivan said, 
“You have to be able to do both well be- 
cause that’s the only way you can keep a 
defense off balance, 

“When I was at Auburn, we did 
more stuff as far as using different for- 
mations than other SEC schools did, al- 
though Tennessee was more spread out 
than we were there. But I’m not going 
to sit here and give you the percentage 
of times we will pass versus when we 
will run. We'll just do whatever it takes 
to win each ballgame.” 

Forget for the moment Sullivan's 
Heisman, emblematic of his superior pass- 
ing skills at Auburn in the early’ 70s. 
Although he will continue his play calling 
role at TCU, Sullivan keeps offense well 
down his list of priorities when it comes to 
winning. 

Or so he says. 

“Number one, you win with de- 
fense,” Sullivan said. “That's the way it is 
in any team sport. Then there’s the spe- 
cial teams, where establishing field posi- 
tion is so important. Third is the offense. 

“Now this may sound backwards 
coming from a guy who will coach the 
quarterbacks and call the plays. But it’s 
sure a lot easier to go 40 yards for a 


SULLIVAN SAID. 


from a year ago, They include last year’s 
sack leader, senior tackle Thomas Lewis 
(6-1, 285); and interception leader 
Anthony Hickman (5-8, 178), a corner- 
back and cornerstone to a starting de- 
fensive backfield that returns intact, 

The others back in the secondary 
are senior cornerback Steve Reed (6-0, 
180), junior free safety Greg Evans (6-1, 
213) and senior Tony Rand (5-11, 178). 

Senior defensive end Brad Wallace 
(6-0, 223) went into spring practice as 
the leading candidate to take Coll 
place, with senior Tunji Bolden (6 
245) back at the other end and sopho- 
more Royal West (6-3, 278) joining 
Lewis at a tackle slot. 

Among the linebackers, senior 
Brad Smith (6-3, 248) is a returning 
starter as was Reggie Anderson, but 
Anderson tore his left anterior cruciate 
ligament during spring practice and will 
probably be out. 

Junior Sadd Jackson (6-1, 23 
and sophomore Mike Moulton 
are expected to battle to take Hine: 
cant starting spot, with one of those two 
probably competing against sophomore 
William Dickerson (5-11, 235) for 
Anderson’s spot. 

The kicking chores likely will be di- 
vided among junior kickoff man/punter 
‘Trey Becan (5-11, 175) and senior place- 
kicker Jeff Wilkinson (6-0, 195), 


“Beating Texas or Texas AGM 
would give us credibility. Fort Worth 
needs to adopt TCU as its football team 
and take pride in it. I probably have an 
outward appearance of being laid back, but 
inside I don’t know of anyone who hates 
losing more than I do, The only losing 
teams I’ve been associated with were a cou- 
ple years in Atlanta (with the NFLs 
Falcons).” 

It has been 27 years since the 
Frogs beat TCU and Texas A&M in the 
same year. Beating both in 1992 would 
probably be the equivalent — in SEC 
terms that Sullivan could appreciate — 
of, say, Ole Miss knocking off Auburn 
and Alabama in the same season. 

In eight years under Wacker, TCU 
never defeated either A&M or Texas. 

“There's more of a chance of that 
happening now,” Shipley said. “These 
coaches are used to winning, and I think 
that will carry over to us. 

“One thing they want to do is cre- 
ate more of a family atmosphere, 
Camaraderie. In recent years, we haven't 
been as close as we should have been, al- 
though that’s as much our fault as it was 
the coach’s.” 

One factor working in Sullivan's re- 
tooling efforts for 1992 should be the early 
schedule. The Frogs open Sept. 5 at New 
Mexico, follow up with Western Michigan at 
home and then get a week off before start- 
ing SWC play against SMU. 

“It’s our job to give Fort Worth a 
football team they can take a lot of pride 
in,” Sullivan said. Q 
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RICE 
OWLS 


EmANuEL Looks FoR CAmeELoT IN His BACKYARD 


By W.H. Stickney JR. 


Four years ago, 
Bert Emanuel had 
been lured to the 
left coast like a 
moth to a flame. 
One of the 
most highly-sought 
prep football play- 
ers in the nation, he accepted a scholar- 
ship from UCLA and headed for the sandy 
shores, soft breezes, and the scenic Bruin 
campus. 

A graduate of Langham Creek High 
School near Houston, Texas, Emanuel had 
visions of flitting and darting through a 
successful four years in the classroom 
with an equally successful career on the 
football field, 

Soon, however, like a moth, 
Emanuel got burned. His academics pro- 
gressed handsomely. But the prospect of 
unseating Tommy Maddox as Bruins quar- 
terback dimmed to darkness, 

After a redshirt freshman season 
and a sophomore year in which he was 
used sparingly, Emanuel’s desire to con- 
tinue at UCLA had died. 

“Thad decided to leave,” he says, 
“Anytime I set out to do something, I don’t 
want to quit. I’m not a quitter. 

“Twas thinking that (transferring) 
was almost like giving up. But the situa- 
tion out there was not suited for me. 

“Tommy Maddox is a great quarter- 
back,” Emanuel says. 

“He was going to play at UCLA for 
four years. I figured the only time I would 
get to play was if he was hurt, and I 
wouldn't want to see that happen. 

“And I didn’t want to sit on the 


Trevor Cobb, the Doak Walker Award winner in 1991, 
returns for his final season. 


408 PATRONITE/ALLSPORT 
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bench for four years, waiting, saying, ‘Well 
dang, the only way I'm going to get in the 
game is if he gets hurt.” 

“My chances of playing somewhere 
else would be a lot better.” 

Emanuel, 5-foot-11 and 180 pounds, 
could've hand-picked any other perennial 
powerhouse and transferred there. 

Instead, he chose Rice University, 
an academic power plant, a school in foot- 
ball transition, a program on the rise. 

A program just 25 minutes from his 
home in northwest Houston. 

“J wanted something comparable to 
UCLA, you know, good in academics, good 
athletically, 

“Rice is on the rise athletically. The 
academics are unquestioned. I just felt like 
it was at home. 

“Sometimes, you have a gut feeling 
about something. And I thought — Rice. 


“Tt was kind of tough, making the 
decision. I weighed all my options. But I'm 
glad I made the choice.” 

The period of readjustment was 
short. After all, Emanuel was in familiar 
surroundings. He was back home again. 

Quickly, he fell in with a number of 
players against whom he'd competed in 
high school. 

“Trevor Cobb (of nearby Pasadena 
Dobie) was the first player I called,” 
Emanuel says. 

“Thad run track against him, played 
football against him. We were both at the 
Touchdown Club Dinner, the annual gala 
during which the top prep football seniors 
from the Houston area are honored. 

“T had dreamed of playing for UCLA 
— the gold helmets and all of that,” 
Emanuel says. 

“So in that sense, I was kind of 
upset and disappointed. But I’m thankful 
to have another chance to do something.” 

The experience at UCLA didn’t yield 
gaudy statistics. But Emanuel set Bruin 
quarterback records with a 36.5-inch verti- 
cal jump, 41-inch three-step vertical, 
10.42-foot horizontal jump and 31-foot 
triple horizontal leap. 

The lessons he learned extended far 
beyond the classroom. “Even though 
things didn’t work out, I've learned so 
much,” he says. 

“T learned a lot from the offensive 
coordinators, learned a lot about college 
ball just being around coaches, being 
around the players. 

“Being in a different atmosphere, 
being away from home — basically on my 
own —I grew up within those two years. 

“So it helped, it helped a lot. I don’t 
regret it.” 

Coach Fred Goldsmith watched 


1992 


SPRING ROSTER Owns OFFENSE 


No. Name Pos. Glass Ht. Wt. Hometown Name Pos. Class Hi. Wi. Hometown Number Quarterback Year 
89° Shawn Alberding DE St. 6-4 260 Burnet 29° Ed Howard WR So, 185. Willis i Josh Lafocea. Sophomore 
22 Carlos Anderson RB So, 5-11 190 Houston 5 dustinHyland PK Fr. 5-11 165 New Milford, CT oe ae oc 
62 Mike Appelbaum OT Sr 6-2 260 Kingwood 21 Clifford Jackson DBS. 5-8 180 Wharton bel se ue _ en 
57 AdrayllAskew LB Fr 6-3 210 Dallas 54 Keith Jackson LB Sr. 5-11 210 Tampa, FL ae reve snibe 
27 Yoncy Edmonds Freshman 
20 Louis Balady WR Sr. 5-10 180 Dallas 40 Lamy Jester LB Jr. 6-0 195 Houston Winter = WIir Rrcstier= en Vear 
77 Bily Baldwin OT Sr. 6-4 320 Houston 86 Kevin Johnson TE F_ 62 225. Botlod a aqme Sanne 
38 Nathan Bennett 0B Jr. 5-11 185 San Antonio 79 Donald Kindred OT 1 6-4 275 SanAntonio a Tarech (coat aes TG 
89 John Biggs P Fr, 5-10 180 Houston 47 Jay Lamy DB Fr, 5-10 180 Austin ‘Number Slotback Year 
75 EverettBurton OT Fr. 6-3 245 Missouri Gity 7 Josh LaRocca 0B So, 6-1 170 San Antonio UTE Seonomore 
26 PatCallahan WR Fr 5-8 180 ElPaso 82 Winston LaVan WR Jr. 5-11 170 San Antonio 34 Byron Coston ‘Sophomore 
38 John Campbell DB Jr. 5:9 180 San Antonio 14 Jimmy lee WR So, 5-9 165 SanAntonio Number Split End Year 
43 Alex Castano LB dt. 6-0 220 Coral Gables, FL 35 MsonthiLevine RB Sr. 5-9 200 Beaumont 20 Louis Balady" ‘Senior 
92 David Chisholm DE Fr. 6-3 235 Naples, FL 42 Kerry Lewis DB So. 5-10 180 Dallas 26 Pat Callahan Freshman 
45 TievorGobb AB St. _5-9 180 Pasadena 38 Tommyling OT Fr. 6-3 235 Arlington Number Left Tackle Year 
99 Sean Colvin DE So. 6-2 225 Houston 60 Jeffrey Mercer LB Fr. 6-1 215 Irving 67 Chris Cooley Freshman 
67 Chris Cooley oT Fr. 6-5 255 Houston 73 Eric Ober OG Fr 6-3 235 Houston 78 Brice Harvey Sophomore 
34 Byron Coston RB So. 5-9 185 Humble 1 LasOlsen PK Fc «6-1 185 Fredrikstad, Norway | [LMeMMMCUkorc Year 
87 Kolls Crier TE Jt. 66 225 Houston 13° Jarret Palmieri DB Sr, 5-10 175 Boerne 69 ‘Mike Appelbaum” Senior 
83 Herschel Crowe WR Jr, 6-2 175 Jelferson 66 Kenneth Pinkston C Sr 6-2 270 Orlando, FL 79 Donald Kindred Senior 
81 John Davis DE Sr. 6-3 230 Wichita, KS 10 Darrell Richardson PK So. 5-9 165 Farmers Branch Number Center Year 
15 Ricardo Deckard DB Jr. 5-10 185 Arlington 90 Erik Rodriguez NG-DL Fr. 6-2 240 Miami, FL 52 Bill Goins Sophomore 
68 Mike Ecklund NG So. 6-3 255 Kingwood 18 Kurt Roper OB Fr. 6-1 180 Ardmore, OK 72 Tom Hetherington Shoe 
27 Yoney Edmonds AB Fr. 5-8 185 Kervile 44 Deric Rutherford DE So, 6-2 225 Bay ily pout AU eeh 
65 Ron Ellis oT Je. 6-4 275 Flower Mound 17 Randall Schultz OB So. 6-1 200 Austin 88. Kenneth Pinkston: Senior 
= = 76 Brendon Fitzgerald Sophomore 
12 Bert Emanuel QB = Jr. 5-11 180 Houston 93 Corey Seymour DT Jr 6-3 255 Houston Wires: Right Tackle Year 
31 Jeff Epp AB So, 5-10 165 Bedford 94 Michael Shirk DE So. 6-5 240 Taylor = Te ll 
76 Brendon FitzgeraldOG So. 6-4 250 Richardson 96 Matt Sign NG Sr, §:10 220 Arlington i aie ae 
59 Randy Garcia DE So. 6-1 195 Houston 63 John Simonton OG vr, 6-1 255 Duncanville ET Nar 
52 Bill Goins c So. 6-3 260 Dallas 98 Bryan Soward = LB So, 6-3 215 Van Vieck a7 Kolis Crier nar 
74 Jimmy Golden OG Jr. 6-4 255 Alvin 19 JoffSowells DB. Fr. 5-9 170 MissouriGity on Toya Sah 
80 Bobby Gray TE So. 6-4 230 Arlington 71 ussel Stackhouse C So, 6-2 265 Cypress 
32 Alan Gren RB Fr, 6-1 205 Baytown 70 Chris Thomason GF. 68 255 Fort Worth Owts DEFENSE 
39. Charles Gulbronson DT Jr. 6-1 225 Ridgeley, WV 84 ClemTores TE ‘So, 6-3 220 Houston SEE 
51 Clay Gustafson OT fr. 64 220 Southlake 50 Emmett Waldron LB So, 6-2 218 Houston ‘Number “Read” End Yair 
62 Bill Haley DT S63 240 San Antonio 9 Sean Washington OB J 5-11 185 Houston 89 Shawn/Alberding™ Senior 
78 Brice Harvey OT So. 6-6 265 Melissa 48 Joey Wheeler LB Sr. 6-1 215 Denison 9 Michael Shirk ‘Sophomore 
5 ViclorHenry WR St, 6:3. 205 Port Arthur 8 Johnson White DB So. 5-10 180 Jacksonville, FL Number Tackle Year 
72 TomHetherington OG/C Jr. 6-3 275 Houston 46 Alonzo Wiliams LB St, 5-11 200 Tampa, FL 68 Mike Ecklund ‘Sophomore’ 
28 Dana Hogan OB So. 5-11 170 San Antonio 6 — Greg Willig OB St. 6-6 210 La Mirada, CA 39 Charles Gulbronson__Junior 
88 Shane Hollas DB St. 6-2 215 Schulenburg 3 Antonio Wilson DB Sr. 6-0 180 Houston Number Nose Guard Year 
30 Mike Hooks ‘LB/DS Sr. 5-11 210 Katy 30 Adrian Woolcock LB Fr. 6-2 195 Tamarac, FL 96 Matt Sign* Senior 
1 CaryHorton LB Je 6-0 200 Sulphur Springs 25 Vincent Yeldell WR Fr, 5-10 170 Missouri ity 73 Eric Ober Freshman 
Number “Call” End Year 
Owts STATISsTics 44 Deric Rutherford Sophomore 
$$ EeEEEEE Shane Holas Senior 
Number “Sam” Linebacker Year 
PASSING TACKLES 48 Joey Wheeler” Senior 
Name Att Comp Yards Pct TD Int Barker (127), Bennett (95), 60 Jeffrey Mercer Freshman 
Willig 14175 974 532 5 5 Williams (75), Wheeler (75), Sign (65), maar sis nai a 
LaRocea. 108 54 664 500 4 9 Alberding (54), Rutherford (48) 2 ramet Wal Santa 
RUSHING Number “Rover” Back Year 
Manis No Yards Avg tg 1D INTERCEPTIONS 46 ‘Alonzo Willams" Senior 
7 SE ee Wamber Lei Canebct Year| 
Cobb 360 1692 47 79 14 Williams (2), Bennett (2), Jackson (2) = chelates 4 
LaRocca 80 148 419 «424 «65 ean Washington Junior 
C ot o7 3 8 0 28 Dana Hogan Sophomore 
aston i 7 5 Number Strong Safety Year 
RECEIVING Coach: Fred Goldsmith 13 Jarret Palmieri" Senior 
“21- f -28-" 18 Kurt Roper Freshman 
Name No Yards Avg Lg 1D 11-21-1, 3 years; 13-28-1 overall, 4 years MRT ae Say Aa 
Henley 31 410 1820 «(O74 1991 Record: 2-6/8th; 4-7 overall 33 Nathan Bennett” Junior 
7 n . 19 Jeff Sowells Freshman 
‘Alt A eee if] i Stadium: Rice (70,000) Number Right Cornerback Year 
Hower 20260 13.0 43 Lettermen Returning: 42 2 Cliford Jackson" Senior 
9) 
Balady 15 254 169 46 1 3 Antonio Wilson Senior 


* Denotes returning starters. 
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Emanuel perform throughout the spring and 
marveled at his athletic ability. 

What vexed Goldsmith, the former 
Arkansas defensive coordinator, was the pres- 
sure-cooker, not of his own making, that befell 
Emanuel. 

“It’s been hard, such a great athlete and 
all the buildup,” Goldsmith says. “People see in 
him the ability, 

“But you've got to remember. It was 1989 
when he was a senior in high school, that was 
the last year he played a lot. 

“The ability’s there. But to actually step in 
with all the (publicity) and stuff happening 
around him after not having done it for three 
years, there’s a lot of pressure. 

“But he’s come along and showed good 
progress. Each day of the spring, he got better.” 

Emanuel has been cast in a giant shadow. 
His 4.4 speed and accurate shotgun arm have 
people making comparisons to King Hill, ar- 
guably the best all-around athlete ever to quar- 
terback the Owls, 

Hill, now a physics professor at Rice, 
graduated to a storied career in the National 
Football League with Chicago, St. Louis, 
Philadelphia and Minnesota. 

“Sometimes I talk to some of the coaches 
and they may mention something like that,” 
says Emanuel. “Some of the alumni may talk 
about him and me. 

“But the players, we never do, We have 
other things that we talk about.” 

Things like the prospects for an outstand- 
ing season in 1992, 

The Owls indeed have been on the rise 
since Goldsmith became coach in 1989. 

In his first game “behind the hedges,” 
Goldsmith led the Owls to a 45-6 victory over SMU, 
snapping what then was the nation’s longest NCAA 
Division I-A losing streak — 18 games. 

In the 1990 season finale, Rice fell one 
two-point conversion shy of beating Baylor and 
notching its first winning season in 27 years. 

Last season, the Owls jumped out to their 
best start (2-0) since the 1950s, but finished 4-7. 

Quarterback became a problem area until 
freshman Josh LaRocca pushed junior Greg 
Willig to the bench near the middle of the sea- 
son, 


Emanuel knew when he transferred it 
would take a Herculean effort to leapfrog those 
two into the starting berth. 

That might have dissuaded another ath- 


~ Q.continued on page 185. 


Greg Willig, the 1991 starting quarterback, will compete with 
Josh LaRocca and Bert Emanuel in 1992. 
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Owts RECRUITING 


Name, Position Size Hometown —_ High School / College 


Emerson ALLEN RB 5-6, 158 Houston Jersey Village 

Rushed for 1,077 yards for 10-1 team... Averaged 34.0 yards per kickoff and will return kicks, 
Rated the state's No, 25 recruit by the Houston Chronicle... Timed at 4.4 speed in the 40... All- 
District in 16-5A... Also ran track 


Kris ARMSTRONG WA 5-8, 165 Euless Grapevine 

aught 12 passes for 950 yards. A Dist a 2 Vunior with 25 calhes for 700 yards. 
Regional qualifier in the long jump at 23-0... Timed at 4.5 speed in the 40... Graduated in the 
top 25 percent of his class. 


‘Sean CLARADY DE 215 Seabrook Clear Lake 
Rated the state's 48th-best on boy the Houston Chronicle... Timed at 4.8 speed in the 40. 


sJoe DAVIS LE 6-4, 210 Aroola Clements 

Led 6-4-1 team in tackles... All-District on defense, second team All-District at tight end. 
Voted Most Valuable Player on team... Three-year letterman and team captain... Ran sprints in 
track,. Timed at 4.6 speed in the 40. 


Bobby DIXON D8 6-0, 175 Plano East 

Had 8 interceptions and 75 tackles... All-District on defense and honorable mention All-District 
at running back... Team Most Valuable Player... Won district's 400-meter dash as a junior... 
Ran leg on district-winning sprint and mile relay teams as a junior... Scored 1100 on SAT, 


Warrick FRANKLIN D8 5-410, 170 Van Vieck Van Vieok 

All-District on defense and second team All-Disrlct at quarterback for 7-3-1 team in 29-2.. 
Passed for 2,900 yards in his last two years... Had 6 interceptions last year,..A member of the 
National Honor Society... Went to Boys Academic State. Ranked No, 3 in his class... Timed at 
45 speed in the 40... Ran sprints and long jumped in track. 


Spencer GEORGE RB. 5-11, 180 Beaumont Hamshire-Fannett 
Super Prep magazine All-American... Rushed for 1,280 yards on 157 carries (8.2) with 20 TDs 
for regional playoff team... AllState.., Will return kicks, 


Chris HALL SB 175 Dallas Samuel 

Had 26 catches for 650 yards wih 7ibs,. Al-Dstit, Had to play tailback for two games 
ae ph 140 yards rushing on 37 carries... Grade average of 89.3... Timed at 4.5 speed in 
=; the 40, 


Wayne HERNDON DL 6-3, 235 Georgetown Georgetown 
Averaged 7 assists and 3 solo tackles last year at tackle... Had 9 tackles behind the line and 2 
knockdowns... A three-year starter. Played soccer and went to regionals in powerlifting 


Name, Position Size Hometown High School / College 


Larry 1220 DB 6-0, 185 The Woodlands McCullough 
‘A Top 100 prospect by both Houston papers... Also played running back... Timed at 4.6 speed 
in the 40.... Led team to 10-1-1 season... Unanimous two-way All-District player. 


Brian LYSSY OL-DL. 6-8, 245 Kames City Karnes City 

A three-year letterman... All-District at defensive tackle and tight end... Honorable mention All- 
State on offense... Will be tried on both sides... All-District in basketball two years... A member 
of the National Honor Society. 


Kevin MASEK 08 6-3, 200 Omaha, NE Creighton Prep 

Only lost one game in two years... Passed for more than 2,500 yards to earn All-State hon- 
ors... Captain in football and basketball... Ran Jeg on state championship 4x800-meter relay. 
Timed at 4.8 speed in the 40, 


Kyle PATRICK OL Katy James Taylor 
All-District in 21-4A... Timed at 5. H ‘ ea in the 40. 
Aaron STANLEY DB 6-1, 180 Friendswood Friendswood 


Played quarterback for three years, earning Most Valuable Player honors .. Timed at 4.5 speed 
inthe 40. 


Jeremy THIGPEN DL 6:3, 250 Spring 

A three-year slarter at end... Averaged 7 tackles per game. 

Year. Tworime ADB. Gradbated in Top 10 of hs a, 
med at 5.0 speed in the 40, 


Spring 
Knee injury hampered his senior 
Scored 1100 on his SAT, 


Jamey WHITLOCK 08 6-0, 175 Buda Hays Consolidated 
Only played quarterback in high school, earning All-District honors twice.... Led team in rush- 
ing last year and accounted for 1,800 yards of offense... Team was 17-4 in last two years, 
Grade-point average of 3.8... Timed at 4.5 speed in the 40, 


Derrick WILLIAMS LB 6-2, 215 Missouri City — Willowridge 

Second in the state as a junior in the discus at 177-2... "He played center at Willowridge and 
they used their centers like most people use pulling guards,” Rice Coach Fred Goldsmith said, 
“Ha just explodes off the bal.” Timed at 4.7 speed in the 40, 


Dorras WILMINGTON WAR 6-1, 160 Missouri City Dulles 
Rated the state's 37th-best recrult by the Houston Chronicle. The fastest of the Owl recruits, 
Timed at 4.3 speed in the 40, 


yan WOODS LB 
Alk-District.. Timed at 4.7 see inte. 


Sherman Sherman 


SPRING UPDATE 


Rice Coach Fred Goldsmith at the completion of spring 
drills got a five-year contract extension, a new name for his 
offense and a bit of bad news about starting quarterback 
Josh LaRocca. 

The day after spring drills were complete, LaRocca un- 
derwent successful surgery to repair the right shoulder he in- 
jured late in the 1991 season. 

The following Friday, LaRocca was rushed back to the 
hospital for an emergency appendectomy. 

The sophomore from San Antonio Clark should be 
healthy for the start of the 1992 season. 

On the same day that LaRocca was hospitalized a sec- 
ond time, Goldsmith signed a contract extension that ensures 
he'll be at Rice through 1997. No monetary terms were re- 
vealed. 

Goldsmith will call his offense the “multiple |-Bone.” It is 
a variation of the run-and-shoot, the difference being the 
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Owls in most instances employ a tight end, three receivers 
and a running back. 

The run-and-shoot features no tight end, four receivers 
and an S-back (superback). 

However, Rice did experiment with a two-back set during 
its three-week spring workouts. 

The Owls emerged from the spring virtually injury-free. 
However, defensive end Sean Colvin suffered a broken leg in 
the second week and missed the remainder of the workouts. 

Senior tailback Trevor Cobb, after another record-break- 
ing regular season, experienced a rather restful spring. “We 
held him out of a lot of the contact work,” said Goldsmith. 

“We wanted to keep him healthy, and we wanted to take 
a look at some of the younger players back there to see 
who'll be able to give us some help in the fall.” 

The Owls played only four home games in 1991, but will 
enjoy the confines of Rice Stadium seven times in 1992. 


1992 


RUNGE RS 
= RENAISSANCE 


A NEW DAY Is DAWNING IN 
KNIGHT COUNTRY 


By Micwaet BRADLEY 


‘on battle for quarterback at the Uni 
jilted by Hurricane coach Dennis 
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Citing his “experience”, Erickson awarded 
Torretta the starting job. It turned out to 
be a good move, since Miami won the na- 
tional championship four months later. 
But Fortay didn’t see any wisdom in the 
decision at the time. He wanted out. 

The first place he called 
was Rutgers, the school 20 
minutes from his home and 20 
light-years from the big-time. 
Were the Knights interested? 

Interested? It’s a wonder 
Graber didn’t offer to come 
down and pick up the former 
Parade high school All- 
American himself. But the 
coach wanted to do things 
right. He called Erickson — an 
old friend — and got the go- 
ahead to talk with Fortay. Less. 
than a week later, Fortay was a 
Scarlet Knight. All of a sudden, 
folks in Touchdown, Texas, 
were reading about this hot- 
shot Miami quarterback who 
wanted to go play football in 
New Jersey. 

Now eligible after sitting 
out a year because of the trans- 
fer, Fortay is ready to take over 
the Rutgers offense. Of course, 
ing that the 
school has three good quarter- 
backs, Nothing is guaranteed, 
Right. Anything you say, coach, 
Fortay didn’t leave Top Ranked 
University to sit on the bench 
up in New Brunswick, NJ. 
“People realize I was one step 
from being Miami's quarter- 
back,” Fortay says. “There are 
some expectations.” Graber 
is just being a typical coach. Everybody 
gets a fair shot and all that. But he is also 
trying to dispel the notion that Fortay's 
presence alone will give Rutgers football 
national legitimacy. Rutgers’ last time in 
the spotlight came in 1869, when the 
Knights played Princeton in the first-ever 
football game. Bryan Fortay didn’t build 
Rutgers into a budding powerhouse. Doug 
Graber did. 

It was Graber and his staff who as- 
sembled three consecutive strong recruit- 
ing classes. It was Graber who lobbied the 
state assembly for $28 million to expand 
Rutgers’ on-campus stadium to 46,000 
seats. It was Graber who coached the 
Knights to a 6-5 season, one year after a 
dreadful, 3-8 debut. Fortay may throw for 
eight million yards this season, but he'll 
do it in Graber’s pro-style offense — with 


Graber calling the plays. 

“We're a good enough football team 
that we don’t need a quarterback to come 
in here and win 10 games by himself,” 
Graber says. “We need a good quarterback, 
just like we need a good wide receiver or a 


It was Doug Graber who lobbied the state assembly for $28 million to expand 
Rutgers’ on-campus stadium to 46,000 seats, 


good offensive tackle.” 

Graber hasn't been the only good 
thing to happen to Rutgers football. The 
formation of the Big East Conference 
helped. Rutgers now has a legitimate con- 
ference affiliation to sell to recruits. 
Conference ties mean TV exposure and 
major bowl games. When Rutgers was an 
independent, it appeared on state public 
television and played in the 1978 Garden 
State Bowl. Ouch, 

The school itself is also responsible 
for the renaissance. It picked up the tab for 
the team’s $5-million plus deficit from 
1985-90 and ized new offices and 
practice facilities. It pushed hard for the 
stadium expansion, which should be com- 
pleted by 1994. Until then, Rutgers will 
play some games in the 23,000-seat stadi- 
um on campus and others at the 


Meadowlands, its 78,000-seat home-away- 
from-home. Rutgers also hired Graber, 
whose job description doesn’t end with 
winning games. He sells. He advertises, He 
promotes, 

“People have no idea where we even 
are located,” says Graber, who 
had to ask where the school was 
when he was contacted about 
the job, “That’s one of the mis- 
sions of our program — to 
make the Rutgers name known 
nationally,” 

So, Graber sells Rutgers. 
‘These days, it’s not such a hard 
sale. The bigger and better sta- 
dium, the Big East Conference, 
and increased TV exposure (the 
Knights will play Pitt on 
Thursday, Sept.17, on ESPN) 
provide the third-year coach 
with an arsenal to lure recruits, 
to cajole money out of alumni 
and to fill seats. With the ancil- 
laries in place, it’s time to con- 
centrate on the field. 

Rutgers 
stumbling after 
offense was anemic at times, 
though the defense played well. 
Sixteen starters return, along 
with many experienced back- 
ups. A few transfers, most no- 
® tably Fortay, join the mix, and 
three solid recruiting years add 
depth — anda little push for 
the regulars. “We have not had 
a lot of competition here in the 
past,” Graber admits. 

While competition inten- 
sifies for spots on the Scarlet 
Knight starting roster, it is al- 
ready pretty hot among the Big East 
brethren, Graber points to the new confer- 
ence as a boon to recruiting and an ally in 
the quest for legitimacy, but there are six 
other schools — Miami not included — 
with the same outlook. Among conference 
teams Rutgers may have the best chance 
of all to rise above the stigma of being an 
“Eastern independent.” 

“They have everything in place,” 
says Mike Gottfried, an analyst at ESPN 
and former coach at Pitt. “Doug has the 
best chance to benefit from the Big East. 
They have a great location and all that 
media attention. Rutgers is a diamond in 
the rough.” 

West Virginia coach Don Nehlen 
agrees. “There are so many people in 
Rutgers’ general locality that they have a 
Ci continued on page 184. 
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= BIG 10 
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PRO EDITION ATLANTIC COAST 


SOUTHWEST Be: 
FOOTBALL, 


ae 


SOUTHEASTERN 


SOUTHWEST 


Now the serious football fan can get the 
same precise coverage from full team 
rosters, draft analyses, spring updates, 
recruiting lists and in-depth team stories to 
the always popular feature, “Lindy’s 
Football Foxes.” Yes, Lindy’s now offers 
eight action-packed annuals: Lindy’s ACC, 
Lindy’s Big 8, Lindy’s Big 10, Lindy’s Big 
East/Big 10, Lindy’s Pac-10, Lindy's SEC, 
Lindy's Southwest and Lindy’s Pro Edition. 
To receive all eight issues in an attractive 
hard-bound slipcase, send a check or 
money order in the amount of $34.95 
(shipping and handling included) to: 
LINDY'S FOOTBALL ANNUALS 

2700 HIGHWAY 280, SUITE 108 
BIRMINGHAM, AL 35223-2472 


Individual editions are $6.95 each (shipping and handling included). 


SCOPING THE 


NATION IMP 
C continued from 
page 72. 
spring practice. 
He's definitely a DEFENSIVE NEWCOMERS OFFENSIVE NEWCOMERS 
difference Dewayne Dotson LB Ole Miss Transfer/Tennessee James Stewart = RB Miami Freshman 
maker; RB Kelly Rush. DL FloridaState © JUCO Olanda Truitt WR MississippiSt. Transfer/Pitt 
Lindsey Tony Bruschie DE Arizona Redshirt Bryan Fortay QB Rutgers Transfer/Miami 
Chapman, Jr. JeftSimoneau NT KansasState JUCO Dwight McFadden RB SouthemCal Redshirt 
(California) — Stafford Evans OT California Juco | Kevin Bouie RB Mississippi St.  JUCO 
While team- Tamasi Amituanal DE Arizona Juco | Ryan Terry RB lowa Transfer/Tenn St. 
mate Russell Shawn Smith LB SanDiegoSt. ‘Transfer/Notre Dame | Damon Huard QB Washington Redshirt 
White has at- Mike Steele DT Kansas Transfer/Georgia Zane Crockett FB FloridaState JUCO 

Sd ppaaiier Damon Primus OL Auburn Juco Dorsey Levens RB GeorgiaTech —_‘Transfer/Notre Dame 
tracted media Greg Tremble CB Georgia Juco Keith Jack WR Houston Juco 
attention, Jason Layman DT Tennessee Redshirt Terrell Davis RB Georgia Transfer/Long Boh. St. 
Chapman has Chris Donnelly © S_— Alabama Transfer/Vanderbilt Rob Coons TE Pittsburgh JUCO/Redshirt 
endeared him- Craig Powell LB Ohio State Redshirt SheaMorenz QB Texas Freshman 
self with the Shane Bonham DE Tennessee Transfer/Air Force Corey Stringer OL Ohio State Freshman 
coaching staff. Michael Barber LB Clemson Redshirt Jason Bevell QB Wisconsin Transfer/No. Arizona 
He’s a break- Bart Thomas $ Texas Tech JUCO/Air Force Jake Kelchner QB West Virginia —_Transfer/Notre Dame 
away threat La'RoiGlover NT SanDiegoSt. Freshman Alfie Hill OL Purdue Redshirt 
who might take Dexter Daniels LB Florida Freshman Steve Clements QB Brigham Young —_Transfer/Texas 

ay from Erik Simien LB UNLV Transfer/Notre Dame Amani Toomer WR Michigan Freshman 

pies 2 hen oes Davin Miles DT Temple Juco Scott Milanovich QB Maryland Redshirt 
White's playing 
time; RB Estrus 
Craytor jouthern 


Cal) — Simply stated, 
he's the school 
alent since Marcus A 
WR Lee DeRamus, Soph. 

(Wisconsin) fabulous 


FINEST TUTORS 


alent. Hows like a bee 


nation of athleticism and 
size makes hima lethal 
weapon. TE Mark 
Bruener, Soph. 
(Washington) — Made 
tremendous strides in his 
initial campaign. He's a 
clutch receiver. 

Bishop, Sr. 
G Mark Govi, 
C Jim Nevelle, 


Jason Youngblood, Sr. 
(Houston); OT Willie 
Roaf, Sr. (Louisiana 
Tech). 


DEFENSE 
NT Jeff Brunner, Jr. 


42. Norm Parker 


1.Jerry Sandusky 
2.Bill Lindsey 
3.Homer Smith | 
4.Mickey Andrews | 
5. Chuck Reedy | 
6.Merv Johnson 
7.Chris Allen 

8. Jerry Hanlon 
9.Bill Oliver — 
10. Fred von Appen 
11. Dick Winder 


Penn State Defensive Coordinator 
Missouri Defensive Coordinator 
UCLA Offensive Coordinator 
Florida State Defensive Coordinator/Secondary 
Baylor Offensive Coordinator ; 
Oklahoma Asst. Head Coach/Offensive Lline 
USC Defensive Coordinator/Outside Linebackers 
Michigan Offensive Line 4 
‘Alabama Secondary 
~ Stanford Defensive Coordinator/inside Linebackers 
Texas Tech Offensive Coordinator ‘ 
Michigan State Defensive Coordinator/Linebackers 
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saved these 


Bill Nave 


._ kids from drowning, but he’s 


m 


not a lifeguard. 
Verleeta Wooten found 
several new stars, but 


she’s not an astronomeyr. 


And Ivan Neal put out 

; 

a lot of fires, but he’s 
not a firefighter. 


kids they reach, they’re heroes. 


BE A TEACHER. BE A HERO. 
Call 1-800-45-TEACH. 
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MAX EMFINGER’S 


NATIONAL HIGH SCHOOL 
FOOTBALL RECRUITING SERVICE 
12999 Murphy Rd., Suite B3 
Stafford, Texas 77477 
1-(713}-438-2654 or Fax: (713) 438-FAXX 
Call the Super Scout National Recruiting Hotline: 


1-900-896-2122 


($1.95 first minute, 95¢ thereafter, Ciscorp, Dallas, TX) 


1992-93 NATIONAL 
FALL/WINTER PACKAGES 


1992 Fall Newsletter/Handbook Package. Includes July 15 News- 
letter, August 15 Handbook, September 15 and October 15 
INGWSlattGihiiras cs.cu.ch ate au sideolstre aeivistcs g tinte $20.00 
1992 Fall Recruiting Illustrated Magazine. Includes thousands of 
HS and JR College ratings of players, plus photos and All- 
American and All-Regional Teams. (November)....... $15.00 
1992-93 Winter Newsletter Package. Includes three national winter 
newsletters. (Dec. 25, Jan. 15, and Feb, 20)........... $15.01 
1992 National Recruiting Illustrated Recap Magazine, Includes an 
in-depth analysis of the top 50 teams, plus final rating of top 
players: (Marchit999)\sttna came cetiseielt an scie aati est $15.00 
hey | Want all of the National Fall/Winter Package and He 
5.00. 


1992-93 Southwest Regional Winter Package. Hot tidbits of ae 
information on players in Texas, Oklahoma, Louisiana, and 
Arkansas, (Christmas Top 300 newsletter, January 15 and ae 
signing newsletter) S15. 

1992-93 Super Dixie Regional Winter Package. ot tidbits “of 
recruiting information on players in Mississippi, Alabama, 
Georgia, Florida, Kentucky, Tennessee, South Carolina and 
North Carolina. (Christmas Top 300 newsletter, vannety bard 
post-signing newsletter).............ceeseeeeeeenee $15.00 


SUPER FAX BY MAX 


«20 SPECIAL FAX DATES: June 1, July 6, Aug. 3, Sept. 7, Oct. 5, Nov. 2, 
Nov. 9, Nov. 16, Nov. 23, Nov. 30, Dec. 7, Dec. 14, Dec. 21, Dec. 28, Jan. 4, 
dan. 11, Jan. 18, Jan 25, Feb. 1 and Feb. 8. Includes Special Bonus on Feb. 


15. 20 Faxes of recruiting information ..............seree+ $44.00 
{Information will be faxed by 2:00 a.m. on specified date(s). 
SF. Yes, | want the Super Fax by Max ..........0.ccees sees $44.00 


My Fax Number is ( ) 


oO 


YES, | Want the National Southwest, or Dixie Newsletter Package, plus 
the Super Fax and SAVE another $5.00 $100.00 


Please be sure address form is correctly and completely filled out. 


FORM OF PAYMENT: 

O Check Enclosed OVISA O MasterCard 
SIGNATURE 
Card Number Expiration Date 
Name Amount Enclosed 
Address 
City State Zip 


O YES, I'm renewing my subscription. 
© YES, I’m a new subscriber to the NHS Recruiting Service. 


0 YES, | want to order the 1991-92 National 
Magazine. Currently available . 


Recruiting Recap 
SI. 


O/ama recruiting buff and my favorite team is: 


(Colorado) — Served as a backup for Joel Steed last sea- 
son. Will become a force this season; DE Romeo 
Bandison Jr. (Oregon) — Bandison, from the 
Netherlands, is one of the game's best pure pass rushers; 
DE Albert Fontenot, Sr. (Baylor) — He’s been an under- 
achiever who, based on spring practice, is primed to live 
up to billing; DT Bob Kuberski, Sr. (Navy); DT Patrick 
Riley, Soph. (Miami) — Has the tools to continue the 
school’s lineage of dominant defensive linemen; L Mark 
Parris Sr. (Ball State) — He'll play on Sundays in the fu- 
ture. LB Jaime Fields, Sr. (Washington) — Excellent ath- 
lete who hits with impact; LB Barron Wortham, Jr. 
(Texas-El Paso); CB Tom Carter, Jr. (Notre Dame) — 
Vastly underrated player who might be a more enticing 


pro prospect than Fighting Irish quarterback, Rick Mirer; 


CB Carlton McDonald, Sr. (Air Force) — A tremendous 
all-purpose player who excels on special teams; S Scott 
Harmon, Jr. (Oklahoma State) — An ultra-productive 
player who has a knack for the big play; S Mike Salmon, 
Jr. (Southern Cal) — A superb tackler, also the holder for 
place-kicks, who rarely makes mistakes. 

On The Bubble: Kevin Strickland (LB/Purdue). If 
Strickland can stabilize himself off the field he'll become 
a force on the field. Offensive Notable: Walter Smith 
(WR/Michigan). A tremendous blocker who hits like a 
jackhammer. 


TATTOO CITY 


The following players hit so hard they'd 
knock off an opponent's tattoo. 


1. Jaime Fields LB Washington 
2. GregGrandison § East Carolina 
3, PatrickBates S$ Texas A&M 
4. MarvinJones LB Florida State 
5. Ashley Sheppard LB Clemson 

6. TommieSmith S$ Washington 
7. MickBarsala LB California 
8. Chad Brown LB Colorado 

9. RogerHarper S$ Ohio State 
10. George Teague S$ Alabama 
11. Fred Smith CB Auburn 

12. Reggie Barnes LB/DE Oklahoma 
13. James Willis LB Auburn 

14. Marcus Buckley LB Texas A&M 
15. Tommy Thigpen LB  N. Carolina 
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Now, bring Hall of Fame Legends 
into your home. 


Exclusively from NFL 
Alumni... limited issue 
Hall of Fame Legends 
Collector’s Coin Series 


Football history comes to 
life with these beautiful Officially 
cgnienemncratye pone 
Guns eaten elas 
by the National Footbal 
League Alumni. Minted of pure .999 fine 
is intricately sculpted to depict the likene: 
Fame legend, along with his team affiliation and play- 
ing years. The reverse side features the NFL Alumni 
logo while the limited-issue registration number is 
displayed on the 
All your Hall of Fame favorites. This special 
first edition includes Sammy Baugh, Red Grange, 
Ray Nitschke, ‘Tom Landry, Deacon Jones, Bobby 
Layne, Fran Tarkenton, Willie Davis, Gino 
Marchetti, Sid Luckman, Norm Van Brocklin, Elroy 
“Crazy Legs” Hir: 


, Bob Waterfield and Gale 


Sayers. \ Actual Size 

Order all fourteen. . .or any one. But order six or . ; 
more and receive a handsome presentation case for E. ‘ Individually numberec 
displaying your coin: lutely free ($99.95 value), s these are fine qu 

Each coin comes ina hermetically-sealed display re 


vy 
holder, accompanied by its own Certificate of Authen- 
ticity. And, with purchase, your name will be regis- 
tered as a Charter Owner in the NFL Alumni 
archives. 

A wonderful possession...a worthy 
cause. A portion of the proceeds from each coin sale 
will be donated to the NFL Alumni youth charities. 
More reason than ever to display them with pride, 

Be among the first. Since each limited edition 
coin will be shipped ona first-ordered basis, you must 
act now to receive a low registration number. Cele- 
brate the glory of the game and the men who 
made it great. 


Onder sour, OMB A 95 
coins today! each 


plus shipping and handling — 
with pride, Jewel Jove Iry-Quality 
Order 6 or more and save! red, white ab blue ae 
FRE el cloisonne on: 
Plus get your FREE rosewood ea ae 


presentation case. 


To Order Risk-Free, Call 1-800-257-8686 or send us nis fom. 


| CIYES, I want to become a Charter Owner of the NFL Alumni [1] I've ordered ALL FOURTEEN COINS at the special price of $459.95 | 
Hall of Fame Collector plus $19.95 shipping, handling and insurance. Also send me my FREE 
| ROSEWOOD DISPLAY CASE. as | 
| Please charge my: C1 VISA® (] MasterCard® jie | 
Credit Card 

inter eI 
| Red Grange Ray Nitschke Bobby Layne Name | 
| [_[Siatuckman Elroy Hirsch Bob Waterfield | agaress I 
| Sammy Baugh Fran Tarkenton Gino Marchetti & 

= — —— City. State Zip | 
| Tom Landry Willie Davis Gale Sayers | 
j L_[Descon Jones Norm Van Brocklin Dayne Phone ( ) | 
| (I've ordered SIX COINS at the special price of only $199.95 plus $9.95 SIGNATURE X I 

shipping, handling and insurance. Also send me my FREE ROSEWOOD _ Or send check or money order to: NFL Alumni Coins, and mail to; Lindy’s 

| __ DISPLAY CASE. Football Annuals, 2700 Highway 280, Suite 108, Birmingham, AL 35223 | 
= SATISFACTION GUARANTEED | 
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“Out-powers 


ord and Chevy 
hands down?’ 


—Certified by SCORE International, ae 1992 


Comparing this Dodge Dakota V-8 to other pickups is easy. offer. Out-accelerating them with loads and without. Even 
There’s simply no comparison. loaded up with a trailer, too! 
compas like Ranger and S-10 just can’t measure up. With that 230 hp power plant pulling for it, Dakota over- 
= powers full-size Ford and Chevy half-tons, as well. Out- 


Tunning them, empty and loaded. And delivering more 
horsepower and more available towing than a standard F150 
or C1500 pickup. 

All in all, it’s one very powerful story. Just one more 
example of how our new Magnum engines make Dodge the 
most powerful line of trucks anywhere2 


~ DODGE DAKOTA 5.2L V-8 
LOADED 9.52 sec 
W/TRAILER 19. seconds 


= ee = 300-4-Acl XB for afr ohure. 
Dodge Dakota 4x2 Club Cab out-paces full-size regular cab pickups 0-60, Call 1-00-4-A-DODGE for a free product brochure 
with 1,150 lbs payload and with 6,040 Ibs combined payload and trailer weight! 


They don’t have this Dakota’s available payload. Its power. - 

Certainly not the quickness off the line. And we can prove it. Advantage: Dodge 
Ina recent series of SCORE sale EE 

tests, a mid-size Dakota, 


equipped with a new 5.2L 
Magnum V-8, out-ran the / 
most powerful compacts 

Ford or Chevy have to 


Dodge Dakota LE Chub Cab 
5.21 Magnum V-8 
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Last year, Motor Trend 
thought enough of these three 
to name them “Best Buys.” 


This year, they had 
the very same thought. 


Dodge Shadow ES. The best American Econosport two years in a row. 


For the second year in a row, no one, domestic or import, 
had more vehicles named to Motor Trend’s list of Best Buys than Dodge. 


Ye 
eseeeoes US A Call 1-800-4-A-DODGE for a free product brochure. 4 Dodge 
aoe 888. BUY OR LEASE AT YOUR ponGs DEALER. Buckle up for safety. Advantage: D iodge = 


RUTGERS RENAISSANCE 
continued from page 174. 


great opportunity. I think the Big East will 
help everybody, but Rutgers is going to get 
helped a lot.” 

To be heard over the din of “new- 
and-improved” claims, Rutgers must win 
and go to bowl games. Last year was nice, 
with the fast start and promising play of 
youngsters. But nice doesn’t get coaches 
long-term contracts. Graber needs to win. 
Now. “We have to get over the hump this 
year and win games we didn’t in the past,” 
Graber says. “We have to play in a bowl. 
That’s the next step. And then we have to 
do it a couple of years in a row.” 

You don't talk talent at Rutgers 
without mentioning Fortay. Everybody 
thought the Miami name would help its 
new Big East comrades, but who could 
have imagined a quarterback lend-lease 
program? Fortay outplayed Torretta dur- 
ing three pre-season scrimmages last 
August, completing 28-of-47 passes for 
417 yards (to Torretta’s 18-for-44 and 185). 
“T beat out Torretta badly,” Fortay says. “It 
‘was ugly.” 

So, he called Graber. Fortay traded an- 
other year of inactivity for a chance to prove 
he is indeed the league’s best quarterback. 

“Tt was a crushing blow when I was 
told I was number two,” Fortay says, “Gino 
and I were called into coach Erickson's of- 
fice, and Gino thought he was going to be 
number two. I was shocked. When you 
have something that crushes you like that, 
you tend to want to go home.” 

At first, Fortay’s overdose of self- 
confidence didn’t play too well with the 
other Knights. He was quoted in a local 
paper during his first week at Rutgers as 
saying he was the best quarterback on 
campus. You won't find that strategy in 
many books on how to make friends. But 
Fortay has toned the self-promotion down 
and has been accepted by his teammates. 

“There were a lot of guys at first 
who said, ‘who is this guy?” says Rutgers 
wide receiver Jim Guarantano. “But he 
gets along with everybody. He's a winner, 
and you can see it. He hasn't taken a snap 
yet, but he’s a leader. That’s what we need. 

“We were a young team last year, and 
the guys didn’t know how to win. It’s that sim- 
ple. We hit the four-game losing streak and 
couldn't bounce back from week-to-week.” 

Graber insists that Fortay will have 
to beat out senior Derek McCord and 
freshman Ray Lucas for the starting quar- 
terback job, but let's be serious. If the kid 
is anywhere near as good as he's supposed 


to be, the Knights are looking at a legiti- 
mate Heisman candidate in 93. Memo to 
sports information director Peter 
Kowalski: Crank up the hype machine. 

'm going to win here,” Fortay as- 
serts. “I'll do whatever it takes. But if I end 
up throwing for 3,000 yards, I don’t want 
people to call me the savior. Coach Graber 
and his staff have done it. I'm just the guy 
under center.” 

“Fortay will be charged with revitaliz~ 
ing an offense that stammered much of last 
year. Rutgers managed only 113.1 rushing 
yards a game (a pitiful 2.9 yards/carry) and 
scored but 19.7 points a game. The chief cul- 
prit in the offensive brown-out was the offen- 
sive line, which Graber admits must improve 
substantially this year. 

It should. Scott Vaughn, a 300- 
pound home-grown monster, transferred 
to Rutgers from Clemson and should fit in 
nicely at one tackle. Ricky Ortiz, a 300- 
pound JUCO import and another Jersey 
kid, is expected to fill a hole at guard. “We 
like to say they're Jersey kids coming 
home,” Graber says. More help will come 
from sophomore Ken Dammann, who 
started the last three games at tackle, and 
was “dominant,” according to Graber. 

The skill folks are pretty good. 
Halfback Antoine Moore (627 yards rush- 
ing) and wideout Guarantano (league-best 
62 receptions) should complement Fortay 
quite well. There is depth in the backfield 
and some young speed outside. 

He doesn’t have to worry about the 
defense. It ranked 27th nationally and sec- 
ond in the Big East (behind Miami, of 
course) in total defense. Nine starters re- 
turn, including standout senior outside 
linebacker Shawn Williams (79 tackles, 13 
sacks). The front seven should be strong, 
but depth is needed in the defensive back- 
field, particularly at cornerback. 

“We're not young at all on defense,” 
Williams says. “We have a lot of people 
back who have played in big games. We 
play an attacking style of defense. We like 
to get after people.” 

That philosophy has carried into the 
recruiting arena, as well. Rutgers has now had 
three straight strong seasons of attracting 
high school seniors, and has focused primari- 
ly on New Jersey kids. Williams and 
Guarantano are local products, as were 75 
others on the roster in 1991. That number 
should be even larger this year. “Rutgers has 
not beena viable program for great athletes in 
New Jersey,” Graber says. “They've historically 
gone every place else —all over the country 
— because we couldn't compete. Now, we can 
compete.” 
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But not win. Rutgers still isn’t land- 
ing the big ones. The top five Jersey re- 
cruits disappointed Rutgers on signing 
day. One, all-state running back Jason 
Collins, made an oral commitment to the 
Knights and then rescinded it and headed 
for Penn State. Despite a good overall 
class, Rutgers must improve if it wants a 
spot in the big time. 

“There are 20 blue-chippers who 
come out of this state every year,” Graber 
says. “If we could ever get 18 of them, and 
a couple from other states we could be a 
national program.” 

“Give Graber credit for one thing. 
Few top recruits dismiss Rutgers altogether. 
The school may still be losing out but those 
guys didn’t even come for a visit five years 
ago. “A lot of guys are excited about the new 
conference,” Guarantano says. “That's what 
they were leaving for in the past.” 

Williams agrees. “The kids from 
New Jersey have always wanted to go to 
Rutgers, because it has beautiful facilities 
and a great campus. This is one of the best 
two or three states for high school talent 
in the country.” 

How well Rutgers mines that lode is 
another story, Graber hopes the Big East, 
which covers a geographic area that in- 
cludes 33 percent of the nation’s television 
sets, can do for Rutgers football what it did 
for Seton Hall, Connecticut and Villanova 
basketball. 

“As the Big East plays more on TV, 
it can become a great conference, with 
strength throughout,” Graber says. “Right 
now, there are two great teams in the Big 
East and a bunch of teams trying to jump 
up there to third. We may have more po- 
tential than any of them, if you look at the 
resources we have.” 

Rutgers may well win eight games 
this year and head to a minor bowl, but 
will anyone care? Graber says his mailbox 
is packed with congratulatory letters from 
alumni and fans. He's optimistic. Is any 
one else? 

“We live in a funny part of the coun- 
try,” Fortay says. “My grandmother used to 
work here, and we could go to the basketball 
games for free. I could have sat next to the 
head coach back then. Now, they've won a few 
games, created some excitement, and you 
can't buy a ticket. 

“The students and fans want to see 
something exciting, They want to see offense. 
If we're 4-0 going into the Penn State game, 
it’s going to be electric at the Meadowlands. 
They'll all come out of the woodwork.” 

Graber and Fortay hope to give 
them a reason to stay out. 
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lete. For Emanuel, the challenge was one 
of several factors that contributed to a glo- 
rious homecoming, 

“T really haven’t thought about the 
competition at all,” he says, “just about 
going out there with an open mind, 

“The coaches have been honest and 
fair with me, I've never asked them to give 
me anything, 

“You have to earn everything you 
get. All | want is the opportunity to earn 
the job, 

“T expect a lot out of myself. It’s 
going to take time. But given time, it'll all 
come together for me.” 

‘That wasn’t to be in Los Angeles. 

“My confidence was way down 
then, I didn’t think highly of myself,” 
Emanuel says. 

Through the spring, Emanuel spent 
one-third to one-half the time working 
with the No. 1 offense, 

Although the rust of inactivity fell 
off exponentially, Emanuel comes into the 
fall behind LaRocca, 

When, or if, Emanuel displaces him 
still is a matter for speculation. 

Where the Owls have no question mark. 
is tailback. Cobb, the Doak Walker Award win- 
ner in 1991, retums for his final season, 

Cobb (5-9, 180) should be a strong 
candidate for the Heisman Trophy, 

As a junior, he became the first Rice 
runner to register back-to-back 1,000-yard 
seasons. 

Cobb ran for a school-record 1,325 
yards as a sophomore, yet was overlooked 
by the preseason All-American honor 
squads in 91, 

He responded by carrying 360 times 
for 1,692 yards — a Rice record, second- 
best all-time in the Southwest Conference 
— and ended the year on Kodak's All- 
America first team. 

Cobb was the third-leading ground- 
gainer in the nation after leading the pack 
all but four weeks. 

Three times he rushed for 200 yards 
or more. Nine times he went over 100 
yards, 

“What Trevor accomplished on a 4-7 
team was truly remarkable,” says 
Goldsmith. “There is no telling what his 
numbers might have been if we had been a 
veteran team. 

“He is the best back I have ever 
worked with, and he’s a quality person, 


too. I'm overjoyed with the recognition 
he’s received this year. 

“But I know it’s only the start of where 
he'll lead our team next year and the type of 
positive influence that he gives to our team. 
and the young people watching him.” 

‘The Owls’ offensive backfield obvi- 
ously is chock- full of talent. 

LaRocca, despite the usual fresh- 
man mistakes, proved a pleasant surprise. 

A graduate of San Antonio Clark, 
LaRocca completed 54-of-108 passes for 
664 yards and four touchdowns. He was 
intercepted nine times, 

He was Rice's second-leading 
ground-gainer, carrying 80 times for 148 
yards and five touchdowns. 

‘The Owls lose six seniors on offense 
and two on defense, Cobb, LaRocca and Willig 
will be playing behind a revamped line. 

Goldsmith must find replacements 
for left tackle Joe! Dawson, All-SWC left 
guard Trey Teichelman, right guard Larry 
Stuppy and tight end Tim Winn, all of 
whom have completed their eligibility. 

Kenneth Pinkston (6-2, 285), who 
took over at center upon the graduation of 
All-SWC pick Rich Segina in 1990, returns 
to anchor the line. 

Goldsmith has called him “one of 
the best centers to come through Rice.” 

Senior Billy Baldwin (6-4, 325), the 
largest lineman ever recruited at Rice, and 
fellow senior Mike Appelbaum (6-2, 260) 
help bolster the line. 

Baldwin, an enigma last season, had 
a solid spring, Appelbaum is making the 
move from tackle to guard. 

Freshman squadman Chris Cooley 
(6-5, 265) was a welcome addition at tackle 
in the spring. 

‘There are a few holes to fill at wide 
receiver, Senior Louis Balady (5-10, 180) is 
the only battle-tested veteran. 

‘Tight end is up for grabs, but junior 
Kolis Crier (6-1, 230) has played there fre- 
quently the last two seasons and should be 
ready to start. 

Sophomores Yoncy Edmonds and 
Alan Green, a redshirt in "91, are battling 
for the backup slot behind Cobb, 

Darrell Richardson, who played 
baseball for the second straight year and 
was one of the SWC leaders in strikeouts 
and victories, should again handle place- 
kicking duties. 

Defense was the Owls’ Achilles’ heel 
last season. Although only two seniors are 
missing from that unit, a lot of hard work 
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is necessary. 

Rice's pass rush was virtually 
nonexistent after defensive end Deric 
Rutherford (6-2, 220) broke a leg in the 
second game and was lost for the season, 

The sophomore from Bay City is 
back and healthy, But the Owls suffered 
another blow when sophomore defensive 
end Sean Colvin (6-2, 240) broke a leg 
during the second week of the spring. 

Colvin was coming back from a 
severely sprained ankle. Goldsmith said he 
should be ready for the season-opener, 

Senior Shawn Alberding (6-4, 260) 
will be a more than adequate fill-in should 
Colvin be slow to heal. Alberding started 
all 11 games last year. 

In the middle of the line is senior Matt 
“Stop” Sign, at 5-foot-10 and 220 pounds, the 
smallest nose guard in the SWC. 

The biggest question mark on de- 
fense is strong safety. 

Senior Jarret Palmieri (5-10, 175) 
showed well at strong safety in the spring. 

Junior Ricardo Deckard (5-10, 185) 
and freshman Kurt Roper (6-1, 180) were 
strong challengers, however. 

Junior Nathan Bennett (5-11, 185), 
after moving from backup tailback as a sopho- 
more, will no doubt own weak safety again, 

Bennett missed spring drills follow- 
ing off-season shoulder surgery. That left 
freshman Jeff Sowells (5-9, 170) to get the 
lion’s share of the work there. 

Senior Clifford Jackson (5-8, 180) is 
the right corner, with junior Sean 
Washington (5-11, 185) the left corner. 

Linebacker may cause Goldsmith a 
few headaches. Tony Barker, who set a 
school career interception record (five) for 
a linebacker, has graduated leaving a void 
at strong linebacker, 

Senior Joey Wheeler (6-1, 220) had 
a solid spring and will play weakside 
linebacker. Alonzo Williams, a 5-foot-11, 
200-pound senior, rounds out the 
linebacking corps. 

“How well we do this year,” says 
Goldsmith, “is going to depend a lot on 
what we get at quarterback.” 

‘That held true in ‘91 when Willig and 
LaRocca fought for the position left vacant 
after the Cincinnati Bengals drafted record- 
setter Donald Hollas in the fourth round. 

Now the battle falls to LaRocca, 
Willig and Emanuel. “You've always got to 
prove yourself,” says Emanuel. 

“That's just life. Things just work 
around in circles.” Q 
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Onty Wins Witt Sitence SMU Critics 


By Danie. J. LANGENDORF 


Out of re- 
spect, know- 
it-all skeptics 
do not tell the 
SMU 
easier 

that their 
Mustangs football team 
stinks. But behind their backs, the talk 
in Dallas sports bars and around the 
Southwest Conference is rather unsym- 
pathetic. 

“SMU is horrible,” sports fans cry. 

“There is no way SMU can come 
back from the death penalty,” critics 
contend. 

“When is SMU going to drop foot- 
ball?” everybody asks. 

Of course, what goes around 
comes around, SMU has heard all the 
criticism before; and, while it stings, the 
Mustangs beg to differ. SMU, the players 
contend, improved last year despite a 1- 
10 finish and will be even better this sea- 
son. 


SMU 


For the first time since 1986, the 
year before SMU received the NCAA's so- 
called “death penalty” for recurring 
rules violations, the Mustangs have a se- 
nior class of 34 players. Fifty-five letter- 
men are returning, including 28 on de- 
fense, 23 on offense and 10 starters on 
each side of the ball. 

“We're not that far off,” says se- 
nior Mike Romo, SMU'’s record-setting 
quarterback whose career may have 
been cut short by a serious knee injury 
last year. “We're catching up with every- 
body else. We're going to win some 
games.” 

But until SMU actually wins those 
games, including its first conference win 
since 1986, skeptics will continue to dog 
the Mustangs, who began playing again 
in 1989 after a two-year hiatus. 


“You have got to win,” says sopho- 
more Todd Ritz, who enters fall practices 
as SMU’s starting quarterback. “Until 
you win it doesn’t matter what you do, 
nobody notices. People only look at the 
win column. It does not matter if you 
are a team that’s come back from the 
death penalty or if you're Texas AGM and 
you've played forever. 

“You need to win.” 

Tom Rossley, SMU’s second-year 
coach, agrees. The Mustangs may have 
finished 2-9, 1-10 and 1-10 and displayed 
marked improvement each season, but it 
foesnt matter to harsh-judging sports 
fans. 

“You find that one statistic means 
more than anything — wins and losses,” 
Rossley says. “Until we win, people will say 
what they want. But I'll tell you what; we 
will fight to do our best. The wins will hap- 
pen. There's no doubt about it.” 
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What gives SMU confidence this 
season is knowing that four of its losses 
last year could have been victories. The 
campaign could have ended 2-9, 3-8, 4- 
7, maybe even 5-6, which surely would 
have silenced the know-it-alls. 

Ina 17-6 season-opening loss to 
Arkansas, SMU threw two interceptions 
inside the Razorback 10-yard line, 
killing scoring drives. Another SMU pass 
was intercepted by Arkansas and re- 
turned for a touchdown in the second 
half, giving the Razorbacks an 11-point 
lead and deflating the Mustangs’ hopes. 

Ina 14-11 loss to Vanderbilt the 
next week, SMU fumbled inside the 
Commodore 14-yard line and fumbled 
twice more inside Commodore territory. 
Vanderbilt also returned an interception 
for a touchdown, and an errant SMU 
field goal attempt hit the upright. 

Later in the season, SMU trailed 
TCU 15-10 but was driving for the go- 
ahead score in the fourth quarter, when 
a running back fumbled at the Horned 
Frogs’ six-yard line. TCU recovered, 
drove to the other end of the field, 
kicked a field goal for an 18-10 lead and 
then stopped the Mustangs at midfield 
as time ran out. 

And in a 31-26 season-ending loss 
to Tulsa, SMU threw an interception that 
was returned for a touchdown in the 
second period, and another interception 
that led to a third-quarter field goal. 

“Who knows what would have 
happened if we didn’t have some of those 
turnovers and mistakes,” says Romo, 
echoing the sentiments of SMU coaches 
and players. 

With an experienced senior class 
this season, Rossley argues, SMU can 
win the kind of games it lost in the 


Senior linebacker Bill Kiely is the leading 
returning tackler in the SWC with 125. 
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Mustancs OFFENSE 


No, Name Pos. Class Ht. Wt. Hometown No. Name Pos. Class Ht. Wt. Hometown 
25 Russell Anderson K 5-11 180 Sr. Garland 16 Isaiah Nelson cB 5-11 175 So. Orange 
32 Michael Artmore SS-KR 5-11 185 Jr. Beaumont 55 Uzo Okeke OL-DL 6-2 270 Sr. Garland 
72 Travis Atwood © OL-DL 6-4 255 Jr Colleyville 97 Ricardo Olivares WR 5-10 160 Jr. Sherman. 
2 Korey Beard WR-PR 6-1 180 Sr, DeSoto 89 Chad Patton DE 6-2 235 Jr Houston 
20 JasonBednarz LB 6-2 235 Sr Slaton 41 Sam Patton 1LB 6-2 215 So. Richardson 
15 Andy Bergfeld WR 6-3 180 Sr. Tyler 53° Emil Peters iB 6-0 215 So. Venice, CA 
‘81 Brian Berry WR 5-11 165 Jr. Killeen 77 Ryan Potter DE 6-3 240 Jr Lake Jackson 
56 Byron Bonds: OL 6-4 280 Jr Cooper 94 Noah Pressier K 6-0 200 Jr Flower Mound 
92 James Bowie OL 6-1 275 Sr. Houston 47 Drew Randall LB = «6-3 230 Sr. Irving 
54 Randy Bowling DE 6-2 240 So, EI Paso 99 Kenny Rea OL 6-3 275 Sr. Duncanville 
40 Cary Brabham —FS_-—«G+1.- 200 ‘Sr, Hughes Springs 68 Robby Risko T 64 280 Sr. Athens 
17 Calvin Burdick —OB-P 6-4 205 So, Homestead, FL Todd Ritz OB 62 200 J, Weatherford, OK 
4 Richie @uter OB 6-11 180 Sr. Austin 5 Mike Romo 0B 6-0 195 Sr San Antonio 
74 Kyle Carroll oT 6-4 275 Sr. Big Spring 22 Mick Rossley WR-PR 5-11 175 So. Dallas 
70 Shawn Couch T 6-5 255 So. Deer Park 75 Greg Shea ip 6-4 295 Jr Richardson 
79 Trey Cowan G-T 6-8 305 Sr. Wichita Falls 21° Kevin Shepard = SB 5-11 180 So. Norman, OK 
96 Bryan Craig NT 6-3 270 So. Norman, OK 28° Marcello cB 6-1 175 Sr, Tomball 
87 John DeVoss WR 6-0 175 Sr. Decatur, IN 66 Byron Slaughter OLB-DL6-2 235 Jr. Richton Park, IL 
24 Jonathan Dupree CB 6-2 175 Jr Dalas 69 Ben Smith OLB 5-11 215 Jr Dalas 
49 Vernon Edvards OLB 6-5 225 Jr Houston 29 Jacques Smith SB 5-9 215 Je _Avkon, OH 
73 Curis Eldidge TGS 275 Sr Lowavilo G2 Marty Solombrino G:C 64 265 St, San Antonio 
44 Scott Fly WB 6-3 240 dr. Irving 91 Chad Spretz c 6-2 240 Jr. Deer Park 
18 Dan Freiburger OB 6-4 210 Sr. Columbus, OH 86 B,J. Stankovich OLB 6-4 215 Jr, Vidor 
12 Ron Hagan Ss 6-0 195 Sr, Arlington 39 John Stewart kK 5-11.195 Jr Irving 
84 Darren Harrington DL-OL 6-4 235 Sr, San Antonio 76 Jeremy Stout G 6-1 260 Jr Edmond, OK 
51 Mike Henderson OLB 6-2 210 Sr. San Antonio 85 Bruce Van Derven OL. 6-3 265 Sr Plano 
a2 Greg Hil OLB 63 225 Sr Dallas 31 Adam Voyles OLB-DEG-8 235 Jr. Washingon Crossing, PA 
23 RongeaHil SB__5-10 185 Sr, San Anfonio 30 Rodney Walle DB 5-11 180 Jr Longview 
46 Nathan Hinojosa LB 6:2 210 So, Oden 3 DerwinWare WR 6-2 190 Sr. Gatesile 
78 Jason Hunt T 6-6 265 So, Tuscon, AZ 38 Rodney Watkins DB 5-10 185 So, Tulsa, OK 
42 Bill Kiely LB 6-0 240 Sr. Cypress 60 Joe Wells G 6-5 290 Sr Buda 
14 Ryan Lawson: P-QB 6-3 195 Sr. New Caney 95 Chris White Pp 5-10 160 So. W, 
13° Marc Lewis Pp 6-1 180 Jr Plano 48° Brian Whitehill = LB 6-1 215 So. Saginaw 
34 Kevinlove SB 6-2 290 Sr. Houston 8 James Whitmore WA 5:10 160 So. Houston 
9 — Marcus Malonson CB-WR 5-8 160 Sr. Houston 88 Erwin Wilburn WR 5-11 160 So. Fort Worth 
1 Mark Martinez = SS 6-1 180 Sr. Houston 7 Troy Williams cB 5-10 175 So. San Antonio 
10 Sterling Moore 0B 6-2 165 So. Colorado Springs, CO | 26 Larry Wilson SB 5-11 180 So. Fort Worth 
6 — Johnathan Mumphrey SS. 6-0 190 Jr Kilgore 52 Matt Wisenbaker C 6-2 280 Sr. Humble 
65 Tony Ned DL 63 250 So. Houston 33 Jason Wolf WR 6-0 200 Sr. Farmington Hills, Mi 
36 Ken Neill Ss 6-0 195 So. Big Lake 45 John Wolte OLB 6-2 220 So. Fort Worth 
Mustanes Sraristics 

PASSING TACKLES 
Name Att Comp Yards Pet TD Int Kiely (125), Bednarz (117), 
Ritz 202 103 1053 51.0 5 13 Brabham (114), Artmore (78), Collins (63), 
Freiburger 142 77 820 642 3 4 G. Patton (46), Simmons (41) 

BUSTING! INTERCEPTIONS 
Name No Yards Avg Lg ™ 

Simmons (4), Artmore (2), Henderson (1), 

Hill 168 663 39 399 «6 Collins (1), Williams (1), Brabham (1), Dupree (1) 
Wilson 49 277 57 220 
Romo Pd i SS oe 

RECEIVING Coach: Tom Rossley 
Name No Yards Avg Lg 1D 1-10, 1 year 
Wolf 59 565 96 39 4 1991 Record: 0-8/9th; 1-10 overall 
Rossley 42 416 99 44 2 Stadium: Ownby (23,783) 
Beard 41490 119 «341 a 
Wilburn 20 228 114 «4 0 pete rma BetlcniDg3 85 


Number 
11 

7 

Number 

26 

15 

Number 

33, 

80 
Number 
74 

75 
Number 
79 

76 
Number 
52 

ol 
Number 
60 

55 
Number 
23 

68 
Number 
2 

22 
Number 
81 

88 
Number 
23 

a1 


Quarterback 
Todd Ritz* 
Calvin Burdick 
Wide Receiver 
Larty Wilson. 
Andy Bergfeld 
jack 
Jason Wolf 
James Whitmore 
Left Tackle 

Kyle Carroll” 

Greg Shea 

Lett Guard 

Trey Cowan* 
Jeremy Stout 
Center 

Matt Wisenbaker” 
Chad Spretz 
Right Guard 

Joe Wells” 

Uzo Okeke 

Right Tackle 
Curtis Eldridge* 
Robby Risko 
Inside Receiver (Y) 
Korey Beard” 
Mick Rossley 
Wide Receiver (2) 
Brian Berry 

Erwin Wilburn* 
S-Back 

Rongea Hill” 

Kevin Shepard 


Year 
Junior 
Sophomore 
Year 
Sophomore 
Senior 
Year 
Senior 
Sophomore 
Year 
Senior 
Junior 
Year 
Senior 
Junior 
Year 
Senior 
Junior 
Year 
Senior 
Senior 
Year 
Senior 
Senior 
Year 
Senior 
Sophomore 
Year 
dunior 
Sophomore 
Year 
Senior 
Sophomore 


Number End Year 

89 Chad Patton* Junior 

49 Vernon Edwards Junior 
Number Tackle Year 

56 Byron Bonds* Junior 

65 Tony Ned Sophomore 
Number — Tackle Year 

99 Kenny Rea* Senior 

85 Bruce Van Derven Senior 
Number = End Year 

ct] Adam Voyles Junior 

66 Byron Slaughter Junior 
Number —_ Linebacker Year 

51 Mike Henderson” Senior 

86 B.J, Stankovich Junior 
Number Linebacker Year 

42 Bill Kiely” Senior 

44 Scott Fly Junior 
Number Linebacker: Year 

47 Drew Randal! Senior 
Number Cornerback Year 

7 Troy Williams Sophomore 
Number Cornerback Year 

32 Michael Artmore Junior 

38 Rodney Watkins Sophomore 
1 Mark Martinez Senior 

24 Jonathan Dupree’ Junior 
Number Free Safety 

40 Cary Brabham* Senior 

4 Richie Butler Senior 


Mustancs DEFENSE 


* Denotes returning starters. 
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Mike Romo is SMU’s record-setting quarterback whose career may have been cut short by a serious knee injury last year. 


fourth quarter last year. 

“When you get to that point, 
that’s where maturity and confidence 
takes over,” Rossley says. “When the 
team thinks it can win, it will win. A se- 
nior team expects to win. Seniors will 
take over a game and make the others 
play to win.” 

Seniors, especially on defense, will 
take over the younger players and con- 
vince them they can win. No more of 
this we’re-the-underdog, we’re-still- 
coming-back-from-the-death-penalty at- 
titude that has permeated the Mustangs 
since their return. 

“People are tired of losing,” says 
senior linebacker Bill Kiely, the leading 
returning tackler in the SWC with 125. 
“We need to hate to lose. It's not enough 
to want to win. You're born to win. We 
need to hate losing.” 

Kiely is SMU’s spiritual leader. 
He's not a rah-rah, in-your-face type of 
player. Rather, he is quietly intense, with 


LINDY'S FOOTBALL ANNUALS 


a passionate desire for the team to im- 
prove and win. “When it comes time,” 
says junior defensive back Jonathan 
Dupree, “he steps forward. He's the one 
who motivates us and gets us ready for 
the game. Whew! He’s really intense. He 
doesn’t give up. He doesn’t back down.” 

Kiely’s leadership is primarily re- 
sponsible for SMU's impressive improve- 
ment on defense last year. The Mustangs 
went from allowing an average of 45.4 
points a game in 1989 to 38.7 in 1990 
and 32.6 in 1991. SMU also allowed 
fewer first downs, rushing yards, passing 
yards and total yards than they did the 
previous two seasons. 

Overall, SMU finished sixth in the 
SWC, allowing an average of 381.1 yards 
a game, an improvement of 114.8 fewer 
yards than allowed in 1990. The 
Mustangs’ secondary also ranked third 
in the conference, allowing 170 yards a 
game passing. In 1989 the Mustangs 
permitted 267.8 yards per game through 


the air, 

“Tf everything goes the way we ex- 
pect,” Kiely says, “we definitely will be 
much improved.” 

Even if SMU changes its defensive 
formation. “We played the 3-4,” Kiely 
says, “but we also played a lot of 4-3. 
Basically, it’s the same defense we played 
last year, we're just calling it a 4-3 and 
I'ma middle linebacker.” 

The strength of SMU’s defense is 
up the middle, with linemen Chad 
Patton (46 tackles) and Kenny Rea (29), 
linebackers Kiely and Jason Bednarz 
(117) and free safety Cary Brabham 
(114) carrying the Mustangs. 

Patton, a junior, and Rea are ex- 
pected to solidify SMU’s line, which also 
features junior Byron Bonds (27 tack- 
les), senior Bruce Van Derven (29) and 
junior Adam Voyles (36). The line’s im- 
proved play was an important reason 
why the Mustangs held opponents to an 
average of 211.1 rushing yards a game 
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Mustanes RECRUITING 


Name, Position Size Hometown —_ High School / College 


Darrel AMEN DE 6-5, 220 Jacksonville Jacksonville 

Had 96 tackles, 6 sacks and 3 fumble recoveries... All-State, All-East Texas and All-District in 
{7-AA... Had 88 tackles, 3 sacks and 4 fumble recoveries as a junior... Named to Who's Who 
‘and was senior class president. 


Regurian BAGLEY WA-RB 5-10, 165 Dallas Pinkston, 
Rushed for 894 yards with 7 TDs and caught 13 passes for 111 yards... Second-team All- 
District... Competed in track, basketball and swimming... National Honor Society member. 


Keith CHILES T 6-1, 290 Dallas Roosevelt 

All-District and third-team All-State... Played on offense and defense... Defensively, had 12 
tackles, one sack and 4 fumble recoveries as a senior... Won district discus championship as a 
Junior. 


Brandon COLUCCIO OLB 6-2, 200 Newport Beach, CA Harbor 

All-County and two-time All-League... Had 10 interceptions in two years... Caught 48 passes 
for 520 yards with 4 TDs... Played soccer and baseball... Son of Bob Coluccio, a major league 
outfielder in the 1970s, 


Chacory DEMART WA 5,8, 160 Cypress Cypress Creek 

Caught 30 passes for 559 yards for 8-3 team... Second-team All-District... Holds school record 
in the 200 (21.43) and 400 (48.1) and ran a leg on record-setting 4x400-meter relay team 
(3:18)... Played for an 11-1 team as a junior 


Mark ELDRED 0B 6-2, 185 Richmond Kempner 

Completed 65 of 158 for 759 yards with 8 TDs... Played third base and pitched in baseball. 
His father, Rick, played for Texas-El Paso in the 1960s... Voted outstanding leader in his class. 
Rodney FINGER LB 6-2, 200 Rosenberg Terry 

Set school record with 149 tackles last year... Second-team All-District... Added 4.5 sacks and 
2 fumble recoveries... Team captain and MVP. 


Ramon FLANIGAN 8 6-2, 165 Wichita Fas 
Completed 36 of 74 for 555 yards with 5 TDs and an interception... Rushed for 473 yards on 
58 carries with 8 TDs... Threw for 493 yards as a junior... His father, Roosevelt, played for 
Grambling in the early 1960s. 

Mark FUTSCHIK FS 6-3, 205 San Antonio Marshall 

Had 114 tackles, 5 interceptions, 3 fumble recoveries and 3 blocked kicks for 13-3 state run- 
ner-up... Al-Distrct and Al-City.. Had 98 tackles, 3 interceptions and 3 fumble recoveries for 
10-4 team his junior year, 


Jay HARVEY AB-DB 6-0, 180 San Antonio —_Gole 

Two-way All-District... Rushed for 600 yards with 7 TDs and had 77 tackles his senior year... 
Had 13 career interceptions... Standout in baseball... His sister, Frowene, plays volleyball at 
West Point, 

Jason HOLZ OL 6-7, 275 Vietoria Victoria 

‘All-South Texas, Area Offensive Lineman-of-the-Year, All-District and honorable mention All- 
State... Team was 10-2... A member of the National Honor Society. 

Brian KENNEDY LB-DL 6-3, 235 Columbus, OH Bishop Watterson. 

Had 88 tackles, 2 sacks and 2 fumble recoveries... All-Central Ohio, All-League and All-State... 
‘Also played linebacker and offensive guard... Had 59 tackles as a junior... Competed in track, 


Rider 


throwing the discus 175-7 and the shot put 52-8.5, 


Name, Position Size Hometown High School / College 


Brannon KIDD OL 6-4, 260 Keller Keller 
All-District, All-Tarrant County and All-Region... Selected for Texas-Oklahoma Oil Bowl game... 
Brother of Mustang lineman Billy Kidd... Played center as a junior and is a deep-snapper. 


‘Mac McKINNIE L8-E 6-4, 215 Rolling Hills, CA Chadwick 
‘Two-time All-State and three-time All-League.... Had 83 tackles, 7 sacks and 2 fumble recover- 
ies as a senior to be team’s MVP... Had 71 tackles, 9 sacks and 5 fumble recoveries as a junior, 


Wilbert MITCHELL LB 6-3, 220 University City Randolph 

Had 75 tackles, 3 sacks and an interception... All-District and All-City... Had 62 tackles, 6 sacks 
and 4 fumble recoveries as a junior for an 11-1 team... Averaged 15 points and 8 rebounds in 
basketball 


Cagan MORGAN LB 6-2, 215 ‘McKinney McKinney 
Had 112 tackles, 12 sacks and 2 fumble recoveries for area champions as a senior... All- 
District... Had 73 tackles, 5 sacks and 3 fumble recoveries as a junior, 


Cornell PARKER DB-AB 6-1, 180 Washington, D.C. Maret 

Rushed for 1,010 yards last year with 10 interceptions on defense... Two-time Player-of-the- 
Year in Tri-State Athletic Conference... AllConference: three times on offense and once on de~ 
fense... Player-of-the-Year by the Washington District Officials Football Association as a junior. 


Johnny PHILLIPS LB 65,220 Kempner Lampasas 

Had 119 tackles as a senior and 117/as a junior. All-District... Father, John, played for SMU in 
1964 and 1965... Class president... All-District in basketball... Member of National Honor 
Society. 


Nathan SCOTT 08-8 61,195 Dallas Roosevelt 
Had 129 tackles, 10 sacks, 2 interceptions and 3 deflections for 9-4 team... Competed in 
track... Ranked No. 2 in class and was a member of National Honor Society. 


Warren SCOTT 0B 6-2, 180 Corsicana Corsicana 
Had 80 tackles, 5 sacks, 3 caused fumbles, 2 fumble recoveries and 3 passes broken up for 9- 
‘3-1 team... All-District... Had 56 tackles, 2 fumble recoveries and 2 interceptions as a junior. 


Craig SWANN LB 6-0, 220 Quitman Quitman 

Had 424 career tackles, 19 sacks and 14 fumble recoveries along with 1,088 yards rushing 
and 8 TDs as a quarterback... Two-time All-District, All-East Texas and All-State... Had 139 
tackles last year with 8 sacks... Three-year letterman in baseball and four-year letterman in 
track 


Kevin THORNAL WR 6-3, 180 DeSoto DeSoto 
Rushed for 628 yards with 6 TDs and passed for 882 yards last year.,, Caught 18 passes as a 
{junior for 600 yards to earn All-District honors... Won district championship in the hurdles. 


Rodney TOWNSEND C 6-4, 265 Houston Jersey Village 
Two-time unanimous All-District... Team was 11-1 last year... Member of National Honor 
Society and received National Merit Commended Scholar recognition. 


Tory VIRDELL C 6-5, 245 Uano Llano 

Third-team All-State... All-West Texas Super Team... Academic All-District... Listed in Who's 
Who Among American High School Students... Competed in track and golf... Father, Mike, 
played football at Baylor and Angelo State, 


SPRING UPDATE 


Junior defensive back Michael Artmore injured his knee dur- 
ing spring practice and may miss the start of the season. Artmore 
searstered 73 tackles, including 44 solo, and two interceptions in 
1991. 

Speaking of knee injuries, SMU has to lead the Southwest 
Conference, if not the nation, in the number of torn ligaments and 
reconstructive surgeries. 

Missing from spring practice were five other players who suf- 
fered serious knee injuries last year, including quarterbacks Mike 
Romo and Dan Freiburger, defensive backs Marcus Malonson and 
Mark Martinez and defensive lineman Kenny Rea. 

In the past two years, more than a dozen players have had major 
knee surgeries, Last year, 15 starters were sidelined for 62 games. 

Romo’s career probably was cut short because of a knee in- 
jury he suffered against Baylor in the third game last year. He still 
entertains the idea of returning for his senior season, but it’s un- 
likely because he has already had major reconstructive surgery on 
both left and right knees and two minor operations on each knee 


since his senior year in high school. 

Senior inside receiver Jason Wolf needs 46 catches to be- 
come the SWC’s all-time leading receiver. He has averaged 58.3 
catches a season and has a streak of 31 games with at least one 
catch. Should he become the SWC’s leading receiver, it would be 
considered a remarkable accomplishment. Wolf has been ham- 
pered by an ankle injury much of the past two seasons. 

One of SMU’s chief objectives during spring practice was to 
become “thicker and quicker”, according to Coach Tom Rossley. 
Under the guidance of new strength and conditioning coach Mark 
Leitgeb, the Mustangs already look bulkier. “We're doing a lot of 
powerlifting,” says center Matt Wisenbaker. “In the past, we did a 
lot of aerobic lifting, that kind of stuff. This is different. Everybody 
is fired up to get bigger and stronger.” 

SMU Director of Athletics Forrest Gregg, an NFL Hall of 
Famer, and former SWC supervisor of football officials Ken 
Faulkner will conduct a series of football clinics in England and 
Germany. They were selected by the U.S. Air Force. 
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last year, down from 266.6 in 1990. 

Kiely and Bednarz will be joined by 
senior Mike Henderson (26 tackles). 
Henderson missed half the season with an 
injury and is expected to share time with 
junior BJ. Stankovich (17), junior Scott 
Fly (15), and senior Drew Randall (25). 

SMU’s secondary was sur- 
prisingly efficient last year de- 
spite several injuries. 

‘Two of the Mustangs’ 
better defensive backs, senior 
safety Mark Martinez and se- 
nior cornerback Marcus 
Malonson, were lost to knee in- 
juries at the start of the year. 
Both will return, although 
Malonson may be moved to of- 
fense as an inside receiver. 

If Malonson moves to of- 
fense, Martinez will be joined 
by the elder statesman 
Brabham, junior Michael 
Artmore (73 tackles, two inter- 
ceptions), and senior Marcello 
Simmons (41, four). Senior 
Richie Butler, sophomore Troy 
Williams and Dupree also will 
see plenty of playing time. 

Artmore, however, is 
something of a question mark 
for SMU. He injured his knee 
midway during spring practice and may 
not be ready to return at the start of the 
season. 

“On paper,” Kiely says, “there 
shouldn't be any problems on our de- 
fense. But, still, you never know. There's 
still some immaturity.” 

Immaturity shouldn't be a prob- 
lem on offense, except for the most vital 
position on the team — the quarter- 
back. SMU lost Romo, who had started 
as a freshman and sophomore and was 
well on his way to becoming the school’s 
most celebrated passer, in the third 
game last year. Romo’s replacement, 
Dan Freiburger, also blew out a knee five 
games later, leaving the Mustangs with 
redshirt freshman Ritz. 

Ritz certainly isn’t immature, but 
he and the team lack confidence in each 
other. Ritz started the final three games 
and finished with 1,053 yards passing on 
103 of 202 passes, including five touch- 
downs and 13 interceptions. To his cred- 
it, he’s durable and mobile, but needs to 
improve his passing accuracy if SMU’s 
run-and-shoot offense is to be effective. 

“T've got experience now,” Ritz 
says. “After spring practice, I should be 
solid enough. I've got as much game ex- 


GAM 


AND 


perience as Dan. Now I've got to go out 
and perform. To me, I've got the confi- 
dence. Now I've got to get it from the 
players and coaches.” 

Romo, who worked during spring 
practice as a “player coach,” advises Ritz 
not to do everything himself. In Romo’s 


HOPES 
ITs 
EARLY- 


SEASON SCHEDULE WILL GET THE 
MUSTANGS GOING. SMU PLAYS THREE 
OF FOUR GAMES AT HOME, INCLUDING 

TULANE (THE MUSTANGS’ LONE VICTO- 
RY LAST YEAR), NORTH TEXAS (A WIN 


IN 1989) AND TCU (ALWAYS A CLOSE 


E), WITH NEW MEXICO ON THE 


ROAD. 
A COUPLE OF EARLY-SEASON WINS 


SMU WILL SHOW THE KNOW-IT- 


ALLS THE MUSTANGS HAVE IMPROVED 
AFTER ALL. “WE’RE GOING TO SHOW 
THEM ON SATURDAYS,” ROSSLEY SAYS. 


first two years, he was by far the best 
player on SMU’s offense and he pres- 
sured himself into doing everything he 
could to move the Mustangs. 

Now, with SMU’s receivers im- 
proving, the line getting stronger and 
bulkier, and the running game coming 
around, Ritz shouldn't have to do every- 
thing by himself. “He has to work within 
the bounds of the position,” Romo says. 
“T tried to do too much. The quarterback 
can’t make every single play.” 

What will help SMU’s offense the 
most this season is having a healthy 
Brian Berry in the lineup. Berry was 
SMU’s fastest receiver, but he missed the 
entire season with a hip injury, causing 
numerous problems for the Mustangs. 

Because SMU didn’t have many fast 
outside receivers who could race downfield 
and spread out a defense, opponents would 
key on the Mustangs’ short passing game 
without fear of getting beat deep. SMU 
threw only a handful of passes farther than 
40 yards all year. 

That should change with Berry's 
return. Berry also will be joined by Larry 
Wilson, a running back who is the 
fastest player on the team. 

Inside receiver should be the 


strongest receiver position for SMU. The 
Mustangs, led by senior Jason Wolf (59 
catches, 565 yards) and sophomore Mick 
Rossley (42, 416), have more than 
enough experience and depth, which 
should help Ritz. 

What also will aid Ritz is a bulkier 
offensive line and an improved 
running game. 

Senior tackles Curtis 
Eldridge and Kyle Carroll, senior 
center Matt Wisenbaker, and se- 
nior guards Joe Wells, Trey 
Cowan, and junior Jeremy Stout 
have hit the weight room hard in 
an attempt to bulk up quickly 
under the direction of new 
strength and conditioning coach 
Mark Leitgeb. Rossley hopes they 
will provide better protection for 
Mustang runners and for SMU’s 
quarterbacks, who were sacked 57 
times last year. 

Rossley expects SMU to run 
more to take some pressure off 
Ritz. Senior Rongea Hill rushed 
for 663 yards on 168 carries last 
year and was one of the few bright 
spots in a dismal offensive season 
for the Mustangs. 

SMU improved to an average 
of 71.3 yards rushing a game, an in- 
crease of nearly 13 yards from 1990 and 20 
from 1989. All other statistics, however, 
were down — including points, passing 
yards and total yards. 

SMU scored only 17 touchdowns 
and kicked seven field goals on 38 pos- 
sessions inside opponents’ 20-yard lines. 
The Mustangs tallied just 44 points in 
the first half and 141 (12.8 per game) for 
the season, down from 197 in 1990. 

Noticeably absent from SMU'’s of- 
fense were big scoring plays, which will 
be a goal for the upcoming season, “A lot 
of that goes with consistency,” Rossley 
says. “We need to keep the same people 
on the field. When you play together, in 
all sports, that creates big plays.” 

And victories. 

SMU hopes its early-season sched- 
ule will get the Mustangs going. SMU 
plays three of four games at home, in- 
cluding Tulane (the Mustangs’ lone vic- 
tory last year), North Texas (a win in 
1989) and TCU (always a close game), 
with New Mexico on the road. 

A couple of early-season wins and 
SMU will show the know-it-alls the 
Mustangs have improved after all. “We're 
going to show them on Saturdays,” 
Rossley says. 
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AGGIE RECRUITS HAVE VISIONS 
OF A NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP 


By Rosert Cessna 


t was almost like a word association game. Someone 
[si say, “national championship,” and the recruit 
would quickly answer, “Te: 

And so went the 1992 Southwest Conference recruiting 
wars. Texas AGM, for the third straight year, won the mythical re- 
cruiting championship. Those previous strong classes allowed AGM 
to win the 1991 SWC championship with ease. The Aggies were 8-0, 
three games ahead of the pack. AGM, which started 18 underclass- 
men, won by a whopping 24.2 points per game average. 

Throw in Arkansas’ defection to the Southeastern 
Conference, and coaching changes at Texas and Texas Christian, 
and it’s easy to understand the maroon landslide in recruiting. 

But it was the degree to which AGM cleaned up. 

“T don’t know if we've ever signed as many Parade All- 
Americans, but I’m pretty sure we haven't signed as many top 50 
and fabulous 55 recruits as we did this year,” A&M recruiting coor- 
dinator Tim Cassidy said. “Every year I know we look at it and say 
this is the best class we've ever had. The 1987 class was the No. 1 
recruiting class in the country, It had a bunch of really good foot- 
ball players in it. But, this time, this is truly the best class we've 
ever had.” 

The Aggies signed 19 off Lindy'’s Top 75 Lone Star recruits. 
‘The next best was Texas, which had 11. 

Super Prep magazine rated the Aggies’ haul No. 5 nationally, 
behind Florida, Miami, Colorado and Michigan. Max Emfinger had 
them No. 3 and Tom Lemming’s Prep Report penciled them in at 
No. 8. 

What’s even more impressive about AGM’s 23 recruits is that 
all have qualified academically and all are from the state of Texas. 

“Our philosophy is to recruit the state of Texas and try to 
sign the best athletes in the state,” AGM coach R.C. Slocum said. “If 
we do that consistently, we can compete for the national champi- 
onship on a regular basis. I get irritated when someone tells me the 
best athletes are in Florida.” 

A&M's greatest need was at quarterback with the graduation 
of Bucky Richardson, and heir apparent Jeff Granger quitting foot- 
ball to concentrate on baseball, where he is a potential No. 1 draft 
choice next year. 

The Aggies wasted little time getting a commitment from 
Deer Park's Corey Pullig, a Parade All-American, Pullig threw for 
1,890 yards and 21 TDs and will immediately compete with redshirt 
freshmen Matt Miller and Tommy Preston for the starting job. 


“T didn’t want to go anywhere else but A&M,” Pullig said. 
“You can’t beat the facilities at AGM.” 

None of A&M’ signees missed the Texas High School 
Coaches Association’s summer all-star game to get to Aggieland 
early because of AGM’s opening game with Stanford in the 
Disneyland Pigskin Classic. 

A&M would have probably had 10-12 recruits in the all-star 
game. 

One of those recruits was wide r r Danny McCray of 
Killeen (Ellison), a Super Prep All-American. A&M's offense will ex- 
plore the pass more with the departure of option-oriented 
Richardson. McCray’s 4.3 speed will fit in nicely and cause havoc in 
opposing secondaries. 

“T really felt comfortable with A&M,” McCray said. “I feel I 
can get a top-notch degree, while winning a national champi- 
onship.” 

A&M filled a need at fullback in Detron Smith of Lake 
Highlands and added to its well-stocked tailback pool with Top 75 
prospect Leeland McElroy of Beaumont (Central). 

A&M's defense was ranked No. ] in the country last year be- 
cause of its linebackers, and that Aggie tradition should continue. 
A&M signed six ‘backers, five of them off the Top 75: Parade All- 
American Jim Brady of Arlington (Lamar), Reggie Brown of Austin 
(Reagan), Cedrick Bryant of Fort Worth (Western Hills), Edward 
Jasper of Troup, and Keith Mitchell of Garland (Lakeview). 

A&M was going to be shut out in the defensive line until 
Aldine’s Ervin Briley, who had pledged to Oklahoma, came aboard. 
The late addition of Briley and safety Sherrod Wyatt of Dallas 
(Carter), another Parade All-American, cemented A&M's national 
class. 

A&M needed help in the secondary and signed five others be- 
all of them Top 75 prospects. 

While Texas A&M's class was easily the best in the SWC, first- 
year Texas coach John Mackovic wa: ling with his recruits, 
rated No. 9 in the country by Super Prep. 

“If T had to use one word to describe this class, it would be 
quality,” Mackovic said. “And it was certainly important that we get 
off to a good start with a quality group.” 

After Texas, there was a significant drop. Houston, Baylor and 
Texas Christian each signed five Top 75 players. Rice managed to sign 
two and Texas Tech one. SMU’s fourth class since the NCAAs death 
penalty, lacks a Top 75 prospect. 
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Name 


Hgt Wgt Spd. Hometown 


College 


Hgt Wgt Spd. Hometown 


College 


QUARTERBACKS 


C. Clements 6-3 185 
Cody Danaher 6-1 190 
Koy Detmer 6-1 160 
Eric Gray 6-4 210 
Max Knake 6-2 190 
Shea Morenz 6-2 205 
Corey Pullig 6-3 205 
Wade Smith 6-4 180 


RUNNING BACKS 


5-11174 
5-10185 
5-8 178 
5-11208 
5-9 185 
5-11185 
6-2 205 


Sterling Boyd 
N. Campbell 
Cliff Deese 
B. Jackson 
Jay Johnson 
L. McElroy 
Paul Oatts 
Sedrick Shaw 6-1 185 
Detron Smith 6-0 225 
Shawn Walters6-0 215 


WIDE RECEIVERS 


Mike Adams 6-0 175 
Emerson Allen 5-6 158 
Kevin Beirne 6-3 170 
Marcus Bibbs 6-3 185 
Mercury Hayes 6-0 170 
Milton Mallard 6-1 170 
Danny McCray 6-0 185 
Lovell Pickney 6-5 205 
L. Rodgers 5-9 175 
Billy Spiller 5-8 150 
D. Wilmington 6-1 160 
Howard Clay 6-4 225 


TIGHT ENDS 


T. Daniels 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 


Calvin Collins 6-3 275 4.9 Beaumont 
6-4 285 5.2 San Antonio Texas A&M 


R. Danklefs 
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6-4 220 4.7 Odessa 
M. Hendricks 6-5 230 4.6 Baytown 
Leon Wallace 6-5 245 4.8 Bedford 


Houston 
Texas 
Colorado 
Baylor 

TCU 

Texas 
Texas A&M 
Notre Dame 


Huntsville 
C. Christi 
Mission 
Houston 
McKinney 
San Angelo 
Deer Park 
Garland 


Oklahoma 
Colorado 
Vanderbilt 
Baylor 

LSU 

Texas A&M 
Oklahoma 
lowa 

Texas A&M 
USC 


Sherman 
Alief 
Spring 
Brenham 
Waco 
Beaumont 
Gainesville 
Austin 
Dallas 
Arlington 


Texas 

Rice 

Texas A&M 
Baylor 
Michigan 
Tyler JC 
Texas A&M 
Texas 


Arlington 
Houston 
Conroe 
San Angelo 
Houston 
Garland 
Killeen 

W., DC 
Tulsa, OK TCU 
Killeen Houston 
Missouri City Rice 
Snyder Texas A&M 


Texas Tech 
Florida St. 
Notre Dame 


Texas A&M 


K.C. Jones 
Dan Neil 6-3 273 
Ronnie Price 6-6 255 
Harry Stamps 6-6 290 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 


6-3 240 


E.Briley 6-3 250 
Stonie Clark 6-1 300 
Dez DeLatorre 6-1 275 
Otis Grant 6-6 245 
Cedric Jones 6-4 235 
Brian Linder 6-4 230 
Alton Maiden 6-3 225 
Ceasar O’Neal 6-8 295 
S.Saltsman 6-2 255 
Paul Simmons 6-5 250 
Chris Youso 6-5 238 


LINEBACKERS 


Delithro Bell 6-1 205 
Jim Brady 6-5 210 
Reggie Brown 6-2 225 
Cedrick Bryant 6-4 200 
Brandy Crow 6-2 222 
Patrick Hayes 6-2 215 
Jarrett Irons 6-2 210 
Edward Jasper 6-4 235 
| Keith Mitchell 6-3 205 
Tyrone Roy 6-2 220 
John Walters 6-2 225 


DEFENSIVE BACKS 


Taje Allen 6-1 170 
Tony Blockett 6-0 178 
Chris Colon 6-3 205 
Jon Hickerson 6-1 210 
V. Hypolite 6-1 186 
T.McMullen 6-2 180 
Jason Parker 6-1 190 
Micah Phillips 6-0 185 
A. Robinson 6-2 200 
Bobby Taylor 6-4 190 
Denard Walker 6-2 190 
A. Williams 5-9 170 
C. Williams 6-2 190 
Sherrod Wyatt 6-2 180 
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4.9 
5.1 
5.2 
5.3 


49 
47 


Midland Miami 
Cypress Crk. Texas 
Deer Park Houston 
Houston Oklahoma 


Aldine 
Winona Texas 
Irving Texas A&M 
Willowridge Houston 
Houston Oklahoma 
Bridge City Texas 
Dallas Notre Dame 
Huntsville = Miami 
Wichita Falls Nebraska 
Lindale TCU 

San Angelo Texas 


Texas A&M 


Houston 
Texas A&M 
Texas A&M 
Texas A&M 
TCU 

Texas 
Michigan 
Texas A&M 
Garland Texas A&M 
Austin TCU 
Richardson Alabama 


Chapel Hill 
Arlington 
Austin 

Fort Worth 
Jenks, OK 
Tyler 
Conroe 
Troup 


Lubbock 
Garland Baylor 
Deer Park Texas A&M 
San Antonio Texas 

La Marque Minnesota 
Lubbock Texas A&M 
Garland Tennessee 
Dallas USC 

Edna Baylor 
Longview Notre Dame 
Garland USC 
Sherman Texas A&M 
Ft.Worth Texas A&M 
Dallas Texas A&M 
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for the likes of Oklahoma, Southern Cal, Michigan and Miami. but 
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eye of the recruits. 

San Angelo Central's Shea Morenz, the state’s top recruit 
and one of the top quarterbacks in the nation, said yes to the Mac 
Attack and gave this Longhorn class clout. 

But Morenz wasn’t the lone strike by Mackovic. 

UT also convinced defensive end Brian Linder of Bridge City 
to forget the Aggies and convinced Arlington Sam Houston wide 
receiver Mike Adams to back off a pledge that he had made to the 
University of Houston. Both are Top 75 prospects. 


While the signing of Morenz was the key to the future, getting 
‘Adams and wide receiver Lovell Pinkney of Washington, D.C., gives 
Texas what it needs now. Many felt Gardere, who is the Longhorns’ ca- 
reer passing yardage leader, wasn't the problem last year, but rather that 
it was UT's inability to sign big-name receivers in recent years. It was 
something former blue chip quarterback Steve Clements. said when he 
bolted UT last year for Brigham Young University. 

Adams caught 40 passes last year for 1,099 yards with 15 
TDs and has been timed at 4.45 in the 40-yard dash and Pinkney, a 
Parade All-American, caught 71 for 1,246 yards also with 15 TDs. 

“Both have a lot of talent and are certainly very bright 
prospects,” Mackovic said. “They are certainly in the category of 
prospects who could step in and play right now.” 

Texas, which stocked up on offensive linemen last year, only 
added one, but he’s Parade All-American Dan Neil of Cypress Creek. 


uch like this year, Only this time around, 
ore of a wait-and-see attitude. 

Baylor's cl: year lost its glitter when six didn’t qualify 
academically, including Parade ‘All-American running back Louis 
Fite and Top 75 prospects LaCurtis Jones of Waco High and 
Charles Horton of Dallas (Carter). 

Good news for Bear fans is that Horton, a defensive lineman, 
is back with five years of eligibility after attending military prep 
school and Jones, a linebacker, is also back after sitting out a year. 
‘The return of Horton and Jones, along with Aldine quarter- 
ric Gray and several junior college standouts, highlighted 
lor's class. 


| ast year, the Bears signed the third-best class in the 


ba 
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The option-oriented Gray should fit in nicely with Baylor's 
veer attack. Gray accounted for more than 3,500 yards and 49 TDs 
the last two years. 

Baylor, which lost nine starting linemen, signed four from the JC 
ranks, 

Baylor picked up a transfer from Long Beach State in defen- 
sive back Shawn Lawson, who was All-Big West Conference. 
Lawson had been the Southwestern Athletic Conference's 
Freshman-of-the-Year at Prairie View. 

Running back Brandell Jackson of Brenham, wide receiver 
Marcus Bibbs of San Angelo (Central), and defensive backs Tony 
Blockett of Garland (Lakeview) and Adrian Robinson of Edna are 
Top 75 players. 


WS 


he Red Raiders allowed 411.7 Nats a game last year; 
only Rice was worse. Tech addresse that issue by sign- 
ing six defensive backs and two linebackers. 


“We had a lot of guys who have a chance to be impact play- 
ers,” Tech coach Spike Dykes said. 

Linebackers Tony Daniels of 5A state champ Odessa 
(Permian) and Tony Armour of Dallas (Carter) have a chance to 
play as freshmen. Daniels is Tech's lone Top 75 player, but the Red 
Raiders have several players that made various top 100 lists. 

Thus, Dykes said that this, his sixth class, will be his best. 


“We've recruited some good classes before, and some good 
individuals, but this class top-to-bottom has more size, more 
speed,” Dykes said. 

Tech was able to sign six players from West Texas, which 
Dykes said must be done yearly. 

Crosbyton tight end Jerome Lange, Lubbock (Monterey) 
lineman Shane Dunn, Pampa linebacker Zach Thomas, Lubbock 
(Estacado) lineman John Upshaw and Lubbock (Estacado) defen- 
sive back Robert Johnson will be fellow West Texans to join 
Daniels at Tech. 
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signed their best class in three decades and had 14 re- 
cruits timed at 4.6 in the 40 or better. 
This year’s class is close to last year’s, and like last year, all 
the recruits are eligible. 
“Td say it’s another outstanding class,” Rice coach Fred Goldsmith 
said. “To me, we're right up there with Texas AGM and Texas. 
Rice was last in the conference in total defense, allowing 
434.9 yards per game, 251.7 of that was in the air, where again, the 


T: Owls are making progress.Last year, the Owls 


Owls were last. 

Nine of the Owls’ 19 recruits have been timed at 4.5 or better. 

Rice's speedsters start with running backs Emerson Allen of 
Jersey Village and Spencer George of Hamshire-Fannett. With 
Heisman Trophy candidate Trevor Cobb back, Allen and George 
could be returning kicks, an area where Rice needed help. Allen 
rushed for 1,077 yards and averaged 34 yards per kickoff return. 

Allen, who could end up at wide receiver, and wide receiver 
Derras Wilmington of Sugar Land Dulles are Rice’s lone Top 75 players. 


TCU 


in Austin, which left Horned Frog first-year coach Pat 
Sullivan to shine in obscurity in Fort Worth. 
Sullivan, who replaced the flamboyant Jim Wacker, also 
picked up a quarterback of the future, in McKinney’s Max Knake, 
who threw for 2,995 yards last year with 33 TDs. 
But TCU greatest need was in the lines, where it signed 
seven players. Topping the list is Top 75 player Paul Simmons of 
Lindale, a Super Prep All-American. 


Ne recratine experts marveled at Mackovic’s effort 


The Frogs may have gotten a steal in Arlington (Sam 
Houston) running back Jeff Godley, who rushed for 5,124 career 
yards. Godley was arrested for shoplifting last August, which may 
have scared off some recruiters. 

Another offensive gem is LeRon Rodgers from Tulsa, Okla. 
The All-Stater has been timed at 4.4 in the 40 and will move from 
running back to receiver. 

Linebacker Brandy Crow of Jenks, Okla., and linebacker 
‘Tyrone Roy of Austin (Lanier) are Top 75 players. 


HOUSTON 


makes their class hard to rate. Two years ago, the 

Cougars hit paydirt with transfers and went 10-1, just 
missing out on a possible national championship. Last year, UH 
couldn't fill the holes with JCs and went 4-7, despite having 
record-setting David Klingler at quarterback. 

‘This time, even a transfer could line up at quarterback. Kyle Allen, 
who comes from San Francisco Community College, took part in spring 
drills and will battle Donald Douglas — who transferred from Florida three 
years ago — for the glamour spot in the run-and-shoot. Allen, who threw 


Te Cougars again hit the junior colleges hard, which 


for 3,071 yards last year with 34 TDs, earned JC All-American honors. 

UH also went to the JCs for help with its four receivers, 
signing San Francisco JC’s Keith Jack, Sacramento Community 
College's Jason McDonald and Gulf Coast CC's Donald Moffett. 

Jack caught 120 passes for 2,031 yards in the last two years 
to earn All-American honors. And Gault broke 0.J. Simpson’s 
school rushing record with 306 in a game. 

Topping UH’s high school signees is Willowridge defensive 
lineman Otis Grant, who should challenge for a starting berth ona 
unit that allowed 409.4 yards per game. 


Ts Mustangs weren't able to compete for the state's 
Top 75 prospects, but may have added enough depth to 
start turning the corner. 

This will be SMU’s first year to have four full classes since 
the Death Penalty. Look for the majority of SMU’s 24-incoming 
freshmen to be redshirted. This is SMU’s biggest freshman class in 


numbers since 1989. 

Rossley also said the recruits SMU signed are strong aca- 
demically, and are the ones the Mustangs can win with down the 
line. 

SMU’s top signees were wide receiver Chacory Demart of 
Cypress Creek and wide receiver Kevin Thornal of DeSoto. 
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violations. Wacker was 40-58-2 at TCU, including a 7-4 
mark last year, only his second winning mark in nine years 
with the Frogs. But remember, TCU was just 14-81-3 in the 
nine years before Wacker took over. 

The SWC has long been known for its runners, which 
should continue with Rice All-American candidate Trevor 
Cobb, but look for the league to continue to emphasize the 
pass. TCU, Houston, Texas Tech and SMU all averaged more 
than 200 yards passing per game last year. 

Texas will throw more with Mackovic installing a 
pro-style offense. The same is true in Aggieland, where 
offensive coordinator Bob Toledo will feature the pass 
more with option-oriented quarterback Bucky 
Richardson gone. 

The SWC also greeted two former quarterbacks 
in former Heisman Trophy winner Pat Sullivan, who 
replaced Wacker at TCU, and former Denver Bronco 
quarterback Gary Kubiak, who is an assistant at A&M. 
The only reversal might be at Rice, where the 
Owls could feature an option-oriented attack with Josh 
LaRocca and UCLA-transfer Bert Emanuel battling for 
quarterback to hand or pitch the ball to Cobb. 
Houston's third defensive coordinator in three 
years is Melvin Robertson, who was elevated from 
linebackers coach. Robertson had some of the nation’s 
best defenses from 1972-78 when he was A&M's defen- 
sive coordinator under Emory Bellard. Robertson has 
his work cut out. UH was 90th last year in scoring de- 
fense and 84th in total defense. 

"Wo coaches that weren’t happy with last year’s 
revamped SWC schedule were Baylor’s Grant Teaff and 
Rice’s Fred Goldsmith. Baylor had to play four teams 
that had two weeks to prepare for the Bears. Rice had 
to play 11 games in 11 weeks. 
Maybe they did know something. Baylor, after a 5-0 
start, finished at 8-4. Rice, 4-7, had been picked to finish 
over 500 for the school’s first winning season since 1963. 
The record book is closed on former UH quarter- 
back David Klingler. He holds 54 NCAA records, in- 
cluding 86 career touchdown passes and 9,430 yards. 
UH must also replace kicker Roman Anderson, who 
had an NCAA-record 423 points. 
Mackovic kept two coaches from David 
McWilliams’ staff, defensive coordinator Leon Fuller 
and outside linebackers coach Bobby Jack Wright. 


staff is assistant head coach Gary Darnell, who had 
been Notre Dame's defensive coordinator for the past 
two years. Darnell was the interim head coach at 


One of the big names in Mackovic’s million-dollar | 


Mackovic’s staff has been part of tive nawonal 
championships, 35 conference championships and 68 
bowl games. 

This is a landmark season for the Longhorns, 
their 100th year of college football. 

Replacing Klingler in Houston’s run-and-shoot of- 
fense will be the Cougars’ biggest concern. However, 
Houston will have new coaches teaching the wide receivers 
how this complicated offense works. Ron Calcagni, the for- 
mer Arkansas quarterback, left to become the offensive co- 
ordinator for Winnipeg in the Canadian Football League, 
and Carl Hargrave joined Hayden Fry at lowa. Calcagni 
coached the inside receivers and Hargrave the outside re- 
ceivers. Both came aboard when UH went to the wide-open 
offense in 1987. 

Another long-time SWC assistant moving on was 


| Texas Tech linebackers coach John Paul Young, who is the 
| head coach of the Dallas Texans in the Arena Football 


League. Young's many stops on the college and NFL ranks 
included SMU, A&M, the Oilers and the Cowboys. 

A lot was made of Richardson being a great op- 
tion quarterback, which he was. But Richardson 


| yanked 23rd nationally last year in passing efficiency, 


| 
| 


tops in the SWC. Richardson end led with 2,095 career 
rushing yards, the all-time SWC quarterback leader. 

If Cobb is thinking seriously about the Heisman 
‘Trophy, he may want to have a bad game against the Aggies. 

‘AGM is 4-1 against Heisman Trophy winners 
since 1985, beating Auburn's Bo Jackson, Notre Dame’s 
Tim Brown, Houston’s Andre Ware and Brigham 
Young's Ty Detmer. The lone winner? Barry Sanders of 
Oklahoma State in 1988 and he was held to 157 yards, 
his second-lowest output of the year. 

Some think Cobb will have a tough time contending 
for the Heisman, considering Rice’s limited television ap- 
peal. Rice was only on television once last year. 

Cobb supporters point to Ware, who won the award 
in 1989, despite UH being ineligible for television. 

Cobb could finish higher in the Heisman voting 
than Owl quarterback Tommy Kramer (fifth in 1976) 
or running back Dicky Maegle (sixth in 1954). 

How good were A&M's freshmen last year? AGM 


| freshmen had 1,163 yards in receptions and 1,603 
| yards rushing. That was 60 


percent of the team’s pass- 
ing yards and 56 percent o the rushing yards. 

If AGM feels cozy about being the consensus pick 
heading into the season, the Aggies only need to re- 
member last year at this time when Texas and Houston 


were Top 10 picks by most magazines. Q 


LINDY'S FOOTBALL ANNUALS 


1992 


JALL 
EWs 


PLETE WEEKLY COVERAGE: NFL AND COLLEGE 
NEWS, SCHEDULES, SCORES AND MUCH MORE! 


The most complete coverage available! Subscribe 
today! You get 20 issues of FN and not only save 53% 
», off the newsstand price, but get a FREE copy of the 
1992 FN Preseason Football Guide worth $3.95! 


SAVE 53% OFF THE NEWSSTAND PRICE! Name 


CO) Enclosey!s $27.50. Send me 20 
at 53% at cover price, Plus, Address 


copy of the 1992 FN rent 2 . 
$3.95 value! (Enclose c! City State Zip. 
information. 


) 
‘CIBIII me later tor $29.95. Send 20 issues of FN 
plus my FREE 1992 FN Football Guide when ! pay 
my first invoice. 


baie by PHONE — CALL: 


S24, 8808 


OVISA = Acct # 
MasterCard Exp. Date. 
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PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY 
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'$69,00 total. U.S. funds only; must be paid in advance. 
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Dodge Shadow ES Coupe 


Dodge Shadow ES 


These new Dodge Shadows are pumped. Because we gave them more than aggressive looks — we gave them the power of 
a hefty 3.0 liter V-6 with multipoint fuel injection. 

We also gave them low-profile performance tires. Gas-charged struts and shocks. Power steering. Power brakes. 
And a driver’s airbag. Even a stereo is standard. Yet, with all this, the coupe still goes for less than ten grand.* 

The new V-6 Dodge Shadows. They’re strong. 


Call I-800-4-A-DODGE. Advantage: Dodge im 


some BUY OR LEAS 
EAS See limite 


AT YOUR DODGE DEALER. Buckle up for safety. 
:t dealer, exclusions ar ‘apply. "$9999 Shadow ES coupe MSRP wioptional V-6 excludes tax and dest. charge. 


It’s not whether you win or lose, 
it’s what you drink after the game that counts. 


Vt 


